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TO  MRS.  TUNSTAL. 

Madam,  * 

Having  brought  the  translation  of  the  Life  of 

St*  Francis  of  Sales  to  the  eve  of  publication ,  J feel  no  dif- 
ficulty in  the  choice  of  the  person,  to  whom  the  performance 
should  tvifh  propriety  be  addressed.  The  marked  veneration, 
which  you  have  ever  discovered  for  this  gr#at  man,  the  devo- 
tion which  you  have  constantly  shewn  to  so  eminent  a  Saint, 
and  the  kindness, protection  and  munificence,  with  which  you 
have  invariably  honoured  his  Spiritual  Daughters  of  the 
Visitation,  our  excellent  friends  of  Sales  House,  strongly  en- 
force your  claim  to  this  slender  tribute.  Be  pleased,  Madam, 
to  accept  it  with  the  same  spirit,  with  which  it  is  offered; 
and  to  give  me  credit  for  the  sincerity  of  mp  wishes,  that 
Providence  may  prolong  your  life  to  a  very  late  period, 
and  gild  the  evening  of  your  days  with  that  calm  sunshine 
of  peace  and  joy,  which  must  ever  arise  in  a  well  disposed 
mind,  on  the  pleasing  retrospect  of  a  life,  spent  in  devo- 
tion and  good  works. 

*  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  mh 
With  the  highest  consideration, 
Madam, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  HENRY-  COOMB ES. 


St.  Michael's  Chapel,  Shepton-MallEt, 
May  16,  1812. 
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m     PREFACE  OF  THE  TRANSLATOR 


X  be  Life  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  here  presented 
to  the  British  public  in  a  new  dress,  is  not  dis- 
tinguished by  those  striking  events,  which  influ- 
ence the  fate  of  empires,  which  awaken  the  curi* 
4>ttiv  of  mankind,  rouse  their  passions,  call  forth 
tMr  powers,  and  give  celebrity  to  the  different 
actors  in  the  scenes,  that  are  exposed  to  view. 
The  task  of  recording  such  events,  seldom  devolves 
oil*  the  biographer.  His  business  is  of  a  calmer 
nature ;  and  when  he  relates  the  achievements  of 
the  wise  and  the  good,  his  labours  are  unquestion- 
ably more  instructive  and  more  interesting  to  the 
Christian  reader. 

Of  this  description  is  the  performance  before 
us ;  in  which  we  behold  the  youth  of  noble  bir^h, 
of  Christian  dispositions,  of  exalted  genius,  of 
amiable  manners,  of  unaffected  piety,  employing  his 
powers  in  the  service  of  religion,  and  relinquish- 
ing every  prospect,  however  inviting,  which  the 
world  held  up  to*his  view.  We  are  gradually  led 
to  admire  the  fervent,  the  able,  and  the  indefati- 
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(vi) 

gable  priest,  whose  zeal  nothing  escapes;  the 
reverend  and  sanctified  prelate,  whose  constancy 
nothing  subdues;  whose  charity  for  his  flock  is 
without  limit;  the  laborious  apostle,  who,  for 
the  salvation  of  souls,  knows  no  difficulty,  declines 
no  danger;   who  by  his  unwearied  constancy, 
aided  by  the  powerful  impression  of  Divine  gra^, 
reconciles  to  the  Church  seventy-two  thousand 
souls,  that  had  been  immersed  hi  the  darkness  of 
error.    As  if  Providence  had  designed  to  form  a 
perfect  character,  which  should  command  vendi- 
tion and  attract  confidence,  he  was  possessed  of 
every  advantage,  which  could  promote  that  pur- 
pose.    Splendor  of  descent,  excellence  of  disposi- 
tion, unrivalled  talents,  assiduous  application,  a 
singular  proficiency  in  every  branch  of  useful 
learning,  a  most  tender  piety,  an  ardent  zeal  for 
pcpmoting  the  interests  of  religion,  external  graces 
of  person,  a  polite  and  fascinating  address,  aided 
by  every  ornamental  accomplishment,  contributed' 
to  exhibit  one  of  the  most  finished  characters,  to 
be  found  in  the  whole  compass  of  Ecclesiastical 
history.    He  was  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  a 
great  man ;  a  commendation,  which  is  but  too 
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frequently  bestowed  on  very  erroneous  principles. 
An  attentive  perusal  of  his  life,  it  is  not  doubted, 
will  be  found  fully  to  justify  every  term  of  praise, 
which  is  here  employed.  The  British  reader,  who 
can  seldom  have  an  opportunity  of  forming  a  just 
idea  of  a  good  Bishop,  will  be  here  furnished  with 
a  ^tshed  model.  * 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  his  judicious  and  ele- 
gant biographer,  has  done  ample  justice  to  his  il- 
lustrious subject.  1* ruth,  the  foundation  of  all 
history,  he  has  fully  consulted,  by  relating  no 
fact,  which  is  not  well  attested  by  the  ancient  and 
approved  historians  of  the  Life  of- St.  Francis  of 
Sales.  The  great  mass  of  materials  with  which 
he  was  furnished  from  that  source,  he  has  arranged 
with  considerable  judgment;  his  narration  is  pleas- 
ing, his  reflections  are  solid,  and  his  style  beautiful 
and  elegant.    Whatever  imputation  may  be  cast 

r 

on  this  excellent  writer,  in  consequence  of  the 
angry  criticism  of  Dom  Gervaise,  on  his  life  of  the 
celebrated  Abbot  Ranee,  the  reformer  of  the  order 
of  La  Trappe,  his  present  performance  is  ac- 
knowledged  to  be  unexceptionable.    His  country- 
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men,  the  best  judges  of  bis  merit,  have  done  him 
jostice  in  this  instance;  and  the  approbation  of 
the  learned  faculty  of  Sorbonne,  is  for  the  benefit 
of  the  British  reader,  inserted  in  the  margin.* 

This  great  work,  which  the  Abbe  Salvini  has 
honoured  with  m  translation  into  the  Italian 
guagej  will  surely  not  be  thought  unworthy  of 
being  presented  to  the  English  reader,  in  anew 
dress.  The  dignity  of  the  subject  and  the  excel* 
lence  of  the  composition,  give  it  an  unquestionable 

APPROBATION  OF  THE  FIRST  EDITION. 
*  I  Jjiave  read  by  the  order  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  a 
Book  entitled,  "  The  Life  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  Bishop 
and  Prince  of  Geneva,  Founder  of  the  order  of  the  Visi- 
tation," written  by  the  Abbe  de  Marsollier,  Prebendary  of 
the  Cathedral  of  Uses ;  in  which  I  have  found  nothing, 
that  is  not  agreeable  to  faith  and  morality.  This  illus- 
trious author,  who,  by  his  manner  of  writing,  proves  him- 
self to  be  in  all  respects  a  most  exact  historian,  while  he 
exhibits  in  this  performance,  a  finished  picture  of  St. 
Francis  of  Sales,  delineates  at  the  same  time  the  duties  of 
the  different  states,  which  compose  the  Church.  He  ac- 
companies the  incidents  of  the  life  of  this  great  Bishop 
with  such  proper  and  such  Christian  reflections,  that  on 
all  occasions  he  inspires  his  reader,  without  interrupting 
his  attention,  with  a  sincere  and  tender  attachment  to  true 
piety.  The  great  variety-*  of  extraordinary  actions,  a^nd 
remarkable  circumstances,  whicli  he  has  collected  with 
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claim  to  such  a  distinction.  It  will  scarcely  be 
objected,  that  the  task  of  translating  is  below  the 
attention  of  a  literary  man,  and  that  the  leisure 
of  such  a  character  should  be  devoted  solely  to 
original  composition.  That  the  literature  of  a 
country  is  not  always  improved  by  translation,  and 
tl^t  many  who  are  unable  to  write,  embark  in  this 
pursuit,  are  facts,  which  it  is  vain  to  deny.  But  the 
learned  reader  is  not  to  be  informed,  that  there  are 
splendid  exceptions  to  these  general  observations; 
that  the  Romans  in  the  golden  age  of  their  litera* 

very  considerable  care,  so  well  authenticated,  and  arranged 
in  such  a  plain  and  natural  manner,  renders  this  work, 
even  after  the  publication  of  various  lives  of  St.  Francis 
of  Sales,  as  valuable  and  pleasing,  as  if  the  subject  were 
altogether  new.    Given  at  Sorbonne,  Nov.  21,  1699. 

(Signed)  F.  SALMON, 

Royal  Professor. 

APPROBATION  OF  THE  EDITION  OF  177S. 
I  hate  read  by  the  order  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Life  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  by  M.  de  M arsollier.    It  is 
*    impossible  to  multiply  too  much  the  editions  of  a  work, 
which  is  rendered  so  interesting  by  the  dignity  of  the 
subject,  ^nd  the  elegant  manner,  in  which  it  is  written, 
"  GivAi  at  Sorbonne,  Jul$,i8,  1773. 

#  (Signed)  DU  VOISIN, 

*  RoymlJPr6fes$*r. 
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ture,  enriched  their  language  .with  the  treasures 
of  Greece;  that  the  nations  of  modern  Eftrope, 
have  been  eager  to  adopt  the  same  f>lan,  "and  that 
some  of  the  finest  productions  in  the  annals  of 
learning,  are  translations  of  some  great  original. 
That  employment  then  will  assuredly  not  be  re- 
garded as  ignoble,  which  occupied  the  leisure  of 
Terence,  of  Cicero  and  of  Germanicus;  which 
has  transfused  the  beauties  of  Homer  into  the 
"English  language;  which  has  rendered  familiar 
to  the' common  reader  some  of  the  most  beautiful 
compositions  of  the  ancients;  which  has  warmed 
the  bosoms  of  Britons  with  the  energy  and  fire  of 
Demosthenes. 

*> 

Whatever  may  be  the  general  opinion  of  such 
a  mode  of  employing  the  leisure,  which  is  found  in 
the  intervals  of  professional  pursuits,  the  present 
translator  freely  declares,  that  when  St.  Francis 
of  Sales  is  the  subject,  and  Marsollier  the  bi- 
ographer, he  feels  his  task  honburable  and* in-, 
viting.  But  the  pious  reader  will  nofr  be,  dis- 
pleased  at  the  attempt;  and  for  his  benefit  only 
is  it  intended,  without  any  regard  to«the  small 
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pittance  of  reputation,  which  it  may  bripg.  Per- 
'  haps  persons  of  this  description  will  recollect  with 
some  feeling,  the  labours  of  a  man  who  has  taken 
no  ordinary  pains  to  promote  th£ir  edification; 
and  when  he  is  no  more,  they  will,  in  their  ad- 
dresses to  the  throne  of  mercy,  undoubtedly  not 
forget  the  useful  toil  of  one  who  has  laboured 
solely  fdr  their  spiritual  welfare.  This  is  a  reflec- 
tion, which*  conveys  no  inconsiderable  share  of 
comfort;  this  is  an  advantage,  which  will  be 
valued,  % 

Above  all  Greek,  above  all  Roman  fame. 
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SAINT  FRANCIS  OF  SALES,  • 

BISHOP  and  PRINCE  of  GENEVA, 

FOUNDER  of  the  ORDER  of  the  VISITATION 

OF 

T 

THE  BLESSED  VIRGIN  MARY. 


BOOK  THE  FIRST, 

*TPHE  Holy  Bishop,  whose  life,  by  the  help 
A  of  God,  I  purpose  to  write,  came  into  the 
-world,  at  a  period  when  the  Church  stood  in  pe- 
culiar need  of  the  assistance,  which  he  was  ena- 
bled to  afford.  She  was  assailed  without  with  an 
overwhelming  mixture  of  heresies;  and  defiled 
within  with  a  corruption  of  manners,  which  had 
infected  all  ranks  of  men.  Ignorance,  licentious- 
ness, and  a  total  absence  of  all  restraint  had 
extended  their  influenefe  even  to  the  sanctuary, 
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and  had  produced  the  natural  consequences  of 
these  evils,  which  are  described  by  those,  who 
witnessed  them,  in  the  most  glowing  colours. 

The  situation  of  France,*  and  of  the  neighbour- 
ing states,  was,  at  that  period,  peculiarly  deplorable. 
Nothing  was  to  be  observed,  but  intestine  commo- 
tions, divisions,  conflagrations,  murders,  sacrile- 
ges; nothing  was  seen,  but  the  fatal  effects  of 
heresy,  aided  by  impiety,  and  inflamed  with  fury, 
which  exceeded  the  horrors  of  civil  war.  In 
every  part,  the  unhallowed  fire  was  lighted  up; 
the  ornaments  of  the  churches,  the  writings 
of  the  holy  Fathers,  for  which  the  most  ancient 
libraries  were  ransacked,  crosses,  vases  consecrated 
to  God,  the  images  of  the  Saints,  even  their  relics 
and  sacred  bones,  were  consumed  in  the  flames, 
and  the  ashes  indecently  thrown  into  rivers.  Priests 
dragged  forcibly  from  the  altar,  imprisoned,  masr 
sacred;  altars  demolished,  anfl  buried  under  the 
ruins  of  the  temples;  holy  places  profaned,  and 
the  ancient  worship  abolished;  all  these  scenes 
contributed  to  form  a  melancholy  spectacle  of 
horror  and  desolation,  and  to  excite  a  doubt 
whether  countries,  so  peculiarly  favoured  by  Hea- 
ven,, in  ancient  times,  were  now  inhabited  by 


*  Acta  Coacil.  Trid.  Lovao.  1567. 
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Christians,,  or  had  suddenly  fallen  under  the  do* 
minion  of  infidels. 

The  Council  of  Trept,*  which  ha&  just  termi- 
nated its  sessions,  had  endeavoured,  almost  withr 
out  effect,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  these  disorders. 
The  remedies  prescribed  by  that  venerable  assem- 
bly, had  served  in  many  instances,  but  to  exaspe- 
rate the  evil ;  the  conflagration  acquired  additional 
strength,  even  in  consequence  of  the  efforts,  which 
were  made  to  extinguish  it.  The  contempt  with 
which  the  Council  was  treated  by  some,  the  small 
share  of  estimation,  in  which  it  was  held  by  others, 
and  the  weak  and  unsteady  attempts,  in  the  ex>- 
ecution  of  its  decrees,  made  by  peisons,  whose  sta^ 
tions  called  for  promptitude  and  vigour,  appeared 
likely  to  give  duration  to  the  general  disorders. 

But  divine  Providence,  which  has  fixed  boun- 
daries to  the  raging  ocean,  which  sometimes  per- 
mits impiety  to  bear  the  sway,  in  order  to  confound 
it  with  more  effect,  at  length  put  a  period  to  the 
evil.  Religion  gradually  resumed  its  ancient  lus- 
tre; the  faith  began  to  recover  its  influence.  Re- 
turning piety  brought  back  in  its  train,  innocence 
and  purity  of  manners ;  and  it  reflects  no  small 
degree  of  credit  on  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  that  he 


*  1563. 
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was  made  by  Providence  a  leading  instrument  in 
producing  so  wonderful  a  change. 

To  effect  this  exalted  purpose,  and  that  he 
Hiight  be  destitute  of  no  advantage,  which  fcould 
contribute  to  the  execution  of  this  design,  he  was 
Ennobled  by  illustrious  birth,  and  endowed  with 
those  qualities  of  mind  and  body,  which  tended  to 
Enhance  its  lustre.  In  the  family  to  which  he  be- 
longed, piety  appeared  to  be  a  species  of  inheri- 
tance. Providence  blessed  him  with  parents,  dis- 
tinguished by  a  real  spirit  of  Christian  virtue ;  who 
laboured  incessantly  to  preserve  the  baptismal  in- 
ftocence  of  their  child.  That  the  contagion  of  the 
World,  might  not  taint  his  innocent  soul,  he  was 
inspired  >vith  an  early  disgust  for  its  vanities.  No 
sooner  had  he  known  it,  than  it  became  to  him  an 
object  of  contempt;  and  to  disengage  himself  from 
it  for  ever,  he  formed  a  resolution,  on  the  earliest 
occasion,  of  embracing  the  ecclesiastical  state, 
though  he  was  the  eldest  son  of  his  illustrious  fa- 
mily. It  was  apparent,  that  he  did  not  follow  this 
profession,  with  a  view  to  lead  an  easy  and  inactive 
life.  He  had  no  sooner  devoted  his  powers  to  the 
Church,  than  he  began  to  live  no  longer  for  him- 
self. He  was  long  employed  in  the  most  laborious 
functions  of  the  sacred  ministry;  and  had  his  own 
judgment  been  followed,  he  would  have  finished 
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his  days  in  the  same  painful  career,  without  a*pif»- 
ing  to  the  dignities,  which  were  to  reward  hit 
apostolical  labours.  God  was  satisfied  with  tht 
sacrifice  of  his  heart,  and  in  opposition  to  the  de* 
sires  of  his  servant,  raised  him  to  the  government 
of  the  church  of  Geneva.  This  was  not  eventually 
to  prove  beneficial  to  one  diocese  only.  Fraftcfc, 
Italy,  Savoy,  were  to  be  the  witnesses  and  objects 
of  his  zeal.  In  that  station,  he  discovered  those 
singular  qualifications,  that  discreet  and  steady 
conduct,  which,  on  all  occasions,  attracted  th# 
reverence  of  the  episcopal  order,  the  esteem  of  the 
sacred  college,  the  love  and  respect  of  the  different 
Potentates  and  Sovereign  Pontiffs;  and  what  k 
more  remarkable,  he  ever  commanded  the  esteem 
and  honour  of  ibe  CaYvimsta  themselves,  of  whom 
he  proved  to  be  the  scourge. 

♦Francis  of  Sales  was  born  on  the  Twenty-first 
of  August,  in  the  year  One  thousand,  five  hundred 
and  sixty-seven,  at  the  castle  of  Sales.  His  family 
was  one  of  the  most  noble  and  ancient  of  Savoy.  « 
At  the  time  of  his  birth,  the  holy  Pope,  Pius  V. 
governed  the  Church;  Charles  IX.  was  King  of 
France,  and  Savoy  was  ruled  by  the  Duke  Em- 
manuel Philibert,  father  of  Charles  Emmanuel,  so 


*  Charles  Aug.  -of  Sales.    Life  of  St.  Fi*ib  Book  I. 
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well  known  for  his  contests  with  France.  His 
father  was  Francis,  Count  of  Sales,  and  his  mo- 
ther Frances  of  Sionas;  both  distinguished  by  the 
lustre  of  their  birth,  but  rendered  more  eminent 
by  their  exemplary  virtue  and  piety.  Francis, 
Count  of  Sales,  was  a  nobleman  whose  character 
was  strongly  marked  with  a  share  of  probity, 
which  belonged  to  ancient  times;  with  the  most 
scrupulous  sincerity;  with  a  rigorous  attachment 
to  the  duties  of  religion,  almost  without  example, 
and  with  a  degree  of  rectitude  and  honour,  which 
placed  him  above  the  temptations  of  a  corrupted 
age.    His  zeal  for  the  Catholic  religion  attracted 
peculiar  notice;  as  Calvinism,  which  was  then  in 
its  infancy,  and  prevailed  principally  at  Geneva, 
was  considered  a  commodious  sect,  and  a  re- 
ligion, connected  with  wit  and  fashion.    +  Fran- 
ces of  Sionas,  to  the  good  qualities  of  her  husband, 
added  a  most  tender  and  affectionate  piety,  spotless 
chastity,  singular  modesty,  and  an  uncommon  love 
for  retirement. 

But  among  the  virtues,  which  rendered  them 
both  dear  to  God  and  to  man,  there  was  one,  that 
appeared  with  distinguished  lustre,  and  strongly 
contributed  to  attract  the  blessings,  with  which  the 


t  Deposition  of  the  Mother  de  Chantal. 
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Almighty  favoured  their  family;  an  uncommon 
predilection  for  charity  to  the  poor.  W  ith  a  holy 
emulation  they  studiously  reduced  to  practice  that 
advice  of  the  scripture,  so  indispensably  necessary 
to  persons  engaged  in  the  world  and  in  marriage: 
Turn  not  away  thy  face  from  any  poor  person  : 
for  so  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  the  face  of  the 
Lord  Shall  not  be  turned  from  thee.  According 
to  thy  ability  be  merciful.  If  thou  have  much, 
give  abundantly  :  if  thou  have  little,  take  care 
even  so  to  bestow  willingly  a  little,  Tob.  c.  4,  v." 
7,  8,  9. 

Though  their  charities  were  diffused  very  gene- 
rally among  the  poor  and  the  indigent,  yet  they 
were  principally  directed  to  the  relief  of  those 
persons  who  were  expelled  from  their  estates  by 
the  Calvinists.  They  considered  themselves  obliged 
in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  assist  those  who  chose  to 
make  a  generous  sacrifice  of  their  all,  rather  than 
depart  from  that  fidelity,  which  they  owed  to  God 
and  to  the  Church.  To  persons  of  this  description, 
they  were  not  content  to  allow  what  was  necessary 
for  the  support  of  nature;  their  tender  feelings 
prompted  them  even  to  administer  the  comforts  of 
life.  The  vicinity  of  Geneva  and  Switzerland, 
where  Calvinism  chiefly  prevailed,  furnished  them 
'with  such  frequent  opportunities  of  extending  this 
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species  of  relief,  that  piety  less  strongly  rooted, 
would  have  yielded  to  an  impression  of  disgust. 
Their  virtue  was  put  to  the  test ;  and  God  reward^ 
ed  their  tender  regard  for  distress,  by  .bestowing 
on  them  a  son,  who  may  safely  be  pronounced 
to  have  been  the  fruit  of  their  charity. 

*The  Countess  of  Sales,  was  not  far  advanced 
in  a  state  of  pregnancy,  when  the  Duchess  of  Ne- 
mours, whose  first  husband  was  the  Duke  of 
Guise,  arrived  at  Annecy,  attended  by  the  Cardi- 
nals of  Lorraine  and  Guise,  and  a  splendid  retinue 
of  nobility  of  both  sexes  from  the  Court  of  France. 
This  Princess  was  in  every  place  treated  with  the 
fftost  honourable  distinction,  not  only  in  conside- 
ration of  her  immediate  descent  from  Hercules, 
Duke  of  Ferrara,  and  from  Renee  of  France,  but 
also  on  acoount  of  her  second  marriage  with 
James  of  Savoy,  Duk£  of  Nemours  and  Genevois, 
of  which  Annecy  is  the  capital.  The  rank,  which 
tf*e  Countess  held  in  the  province,  rendered  her 
presence  necessary  on  this  occasion.  She  had  no 
object  in  view,  but  to  perform  a  duty,  which  a 
sense  of  decorum  imposed  on  her,  when  it  happen- 
ed that  the  sacred  winding  sheet  was,  at  that  time, 
conveyed  from  Chamberry  to  Annecy.    This  had 


*  Aug.  of  Sales. 
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taken  place  by  the  permission  of  the  Duke  of  9a* 
voy,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Duchess,  and  the 
two  Cardinals.  At  the  right  of  ;thi*  impressive 
token  of  the  love  of  God  towards  men,  Hie  Coun+ 
tess  of  Sales  felt  a  tenderness  of  derotion,  which 
she  had  never  before  experienced.f  Like  Anna, 
the  mother  of  Samuel,  she  with  confidence  laid 
open  her  heart  before  God;  she  offered  him  the 
infant,  whom  she  then  bore  in  her  womb;  she  en* 
treated  Him  to  be  "a  father  to  her  future  offspring, 
to  preserve  it  from  the  corruption  of  the  world, 
and  rather  to  deprive  her  of  the  delight  and 
advantage  of  becoming  a  mother,  than  to  suffer 
her  to  be  the  parent  of  a  child,  who  by  losing  the 
grace  of  baptism,  might  ever  be  so  unfortunate  as 
to  become  His  enemy. 

A  prayer  so  fervent  was  not  uttered  without 
effect.  God  heard  the  mother;  and  diffused  over 
the  soul  of  the  son,  that  abundance  of  graces  and 
benedictions,  which  raised  him  to  a  high  degree  of 
sanctity;  of  which  proofs  will  be  exhibited  in  the 
following  history 

The  Countess  returned  home,  animated  with  m 
holy  confidence,  that  God  had  accepted  the  offer, 
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she  bad  made  of  her  child;  she  ever  considered 
him,  as  *a  deposite,  entrusted  to  her  care,  of 
which  she  had  to  give  an  account.  He  came  into 
the  world  a  short  time  after  her  return  .from  An- 
necy;  *  and  was  baptized  in  the  Chiirch  of  Tbo- 
rens;  the  name  of  Francis  was  given  him,  which 
was  that  of  his  parents  and  of  his  Godfather.  As 
he  was  born  in  the  seventh  month,  he  was  ex- 
tremely delicate,  notwithstanding  the  scrupulous 
care  of  his  mother,  to  avoid  every  thing,  which 
might  prove  injurious  to  her  offspring:  he  was 
reared  with  considerable  difficulty,  and  his  life 
was  more  than  once  despaired  of  by  the  faculty. 

He  however  escaped  the  dangers  of  childhood ;  and 
against  all  appearance,  improved  both  in  strength 
and  stature.  In  proportion  as  his  features  began 
to  assume  a  regular  appearance,  he  was  observed 
to  possess  a  degree  of  beauty,  accompanied  with  a 
sweetness  of  countenance,  which  attracted  the 
love  of  every  beholder.  This  advantage  of  exter- 
nal form,  was  united  to  the  finest  natural  disposi- 
tion. He  was  mild,  submissive  to  his  parents  and 
masters,  and  distinguished  by  such  a  share  of 
ingenuous  modesty,  as  proves  the  best  guardian 
against  the  first  impressions  of  vice. 


*  Aug.  of  Sales.  Ibid, 
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*  The  pious  Countess  bestowed  her  undivided 
attention  on  the  education  of  her  child,  never  suf* 
fered  him  to  be  out  of  her  sight,  and  omitted  no  op- 
portunity of  forming  him  to  early  habits  of  virtue. 
She  conducted  him  herself  to  church,  instilled  into 
his  infant  mihd  the  most  profound  veneration  for 
the  temple  of  God,  and  a  fondness  for  prayer,  for 
religious  instruction,  and  all  exercises  of  piety, 
which  are  there  practised.  She  even  took  him 
with  her  in  the  visits,,  which  she  usually  paid  to 
the  poor;  she  initiated  him  in  the  art  of  relieving 
distress,  by  such  attentions  as  were  adapted  to  his 
years,  and  employed  him  in  distributing  her  cha- 
rities. It  was  her  practice  to  read  to  him  the  lives 
ef  the  saints,  and  to  accompany  the  lecture  with 
reflections,  suited  to  his  capacity.  Thus  did  this 
piou-i  and  charitable  mother  gradually  train  her 
son  to  the  exercises  of  piety  and  charity ;  thus  did 
she  instruct  him  by  her  own  actions,  and  form  him 
to  virtue  by  so  improving  an  example. 

This  virtuous  child  not  only  corresponded  with 
the  care  of  so  excellent  a  mother,  but  even  far  ex- 
ceeded her  parental  expectations.  He  heard  mass, 
and  performed  his  other  devotions  with  a  degree 
of  recollection  and  fervour,  much  above  his  years,  f 


"  *  Ibid,    f  Ibid.    Deposition  of  the  Mother  de  Caaiital. 
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It  was  to  him  a  constant  source  of  amusement  to 
#reament  little  oratories,  and  perform  himself  the 
memories  of  the  Church.  Modesty  and  sincerity 
prevailed  in  his  actions  and  in  his  conversation  ; 
and  whenever  he  was  guilty  of  such  faults  as  are 
incident  to  children,  he  would  always  undergo 
correction,  rather  than  avoid  punishment  hy  a  lie. 
His  charity  to  the  poor,  was,  at  that  early  age, 
marked  with  very  peculiar  traits.  He  not  only 
executed  with  fidelity  and  promptitude,  the  little 
commissions  which  his  mother  gave  him  for  their 
relief;  but  he  would  petition  all  his  relations  in 
their  favour,  and  generously  give  them  what- 
ever he  received  for  his  private  use;  whep  he  had 
exhausted  his  little  supplies,  he  would  part  with 
his  food  for  their  support. 

If  the  inclinations  of  the  Countess  had  bee» 
followed,  this  excellent  child  would  have  beet* 
educated  under  her  immediate  inspection.  She 
would  have  employed  at  home,  persons,  capable  of 
giving  him  a  tincture  of  human  learning;  and 
would  have  made  a  willing  sacrifice  in  point  of 
knowledge,  that  his  virtue  might  be  exposed  to  less 
hazard.  The  truth  is,  the  licentiousness  and  cor* 
ruption  prevalent  in  colleges,  were  to  her  a  source 
©f  alarm,  and  she  wished  that  more  time  at  least 
unight  be  allowed  for  piety  to  take  the  deepest  root 
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in  his  tender  heart.  But her  husband  the  Count, 
-whose  views  in  the  educalipncof  his  son,  were  no^ 
altogether  so  exalted,  and  who  was  fully  sensible  of 
the  advantages  of  emulation  to  youth  in  the  acqui- 
sition of  science,  peremptorily  insisted,  that  he 
should  be  placed  in  a  college.  At  the  age  of  six 
years  he  was  sent  to  Rochville,  and  soon  after  to 
Annecy,  which  is  about  three  long  leagues  from 
the  castle  of  Sales.  v 

His  progress  in  learning  corresponded  with  the 
advances,  which  he  had  made  in  piety.  He  lost 
nothing  he  had  learned  under  the  direction  of 
his  virtuous  mother ;  ,  and  soon  attained  the 
knowledge,  which  his  first  masters  were  capable  of 
giving.  It  was  remarked,  even  at  that  early  pe- 
riod, that  he  possessed  a  solid  judgment,  an  excel- 
lent memory,  great  talents  for  eloquence,  a  peculiar 
taste  in  the  choice  of  good  authors,  and  the  seeds 
of  all  those  rare  and  eminent  qualities,  which  after- 
wards rendered  him  one  of  the  most  learned,  as 
well  as  the  most  holy  prelates  of  the  church.  Such 
happy  dispositions,  improved  by  assiduous  labour, 
and  a  share  of  application,  sufficient  to  ensure 
success  to  .talents  less  eminent,  induced  the  Count 
of  Sales  to  think,  that  no  more  time  should  be  lost 
at  Annec^.  He  therefore  .determined  to  send  his 
son  to  Paris,  to  finish  his  studies  in  the  college  of 
Navarre,  in  which  many  gentlemen  of  his  ac- 

VOL.  I.  B 
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quaintance  had  received  an  excellent  education, 
^pn  this  subject,  the  Countess  of  Sales  was  con- 
sulted; but  her  consent  to  the  plan  could  only 
be  Obtained,  on  condition  that  her  son  should 
spend  some  months  at  home  before  his  departure. 
Her  design  was  completely  to  strengthen  his  habits 
of  virtue,  and  to  shield  him  against  the  danger, 
to  which  he  was  going  to  be  exposed,  in  a  great 
city,  subject  to  innumerable  disorders,  and  in  the 
company  of  profligate  young  men,  who  associate 
together  for  the  wicked  purpose  of  promoting 
mutual  ruin. 

Francis,  on  his  return  to  Annecy,  was  informed 
that  the  Bishop  of  Bagneroy,  purposed  to  hold  an 
ordination  at  Clermont,  in  the  province  of  Gene- 
*  vois ;  he  on  this  occasion  requested  his  father  to 
be  permitted  to  repair  thither,  in  order  to  receive 
the  tonsure.  This  proposal  was  by  no  means 
agreeable  to  the  Count,  who,  from  the  rooted 
attachment  to  piety  and  devotion,  which  he  dis- 
corered  in  his  son,  apprehended  that  he  might  be 
finally  induced  to  engage  in  the  Church,  or  to 
follow  a  religious  institute.  As  he  was  the  eldest 
son,  and  by  consequence  the  hope  of  the  family; 
and  not  less  distinguished  by  his  personal  accom- 
plishments, than  by  the  qualities  of  his  taring  and 
by  those  rare  and  singular  attainments,  which 
afforded  a  prospect,  that  he  would  prove  one  of 
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the  most  learned  men  of  the  age,  such  a  plan  was 
not  in  unison  with  the  views  of  the  father ;  ajA 
indeed  it  would  have  completely  overturned  the 
schemes  which  he  had  formed  to  place  hisfton  m 
the  world  in  a  situation  becoming  his  great  rank, 
and  his  personal  endowments.  But  the  Count 
was  .  a  man,  at  once  religious  and  prudent  He 
was  apprehensive,  on  one  side,  that  a  direct  refu- 
sal, might  excite  in  the  mind  of  his  son,  reflections 
which  had  never  been  before  entertained  ;  that 
as  human  nature  is  extremely  averse  to  restraint, 
he  might  seek  for  .the  ecclesiastical  state,  with  an 
ardour,  proportioned  to  the  opposition  which 
would  be  shown  to  his  wishes ;  and,  on  the  other, 
he  believed  that,  if  it  were"  the  will  of  God,  the 
youth  should  abandon  the  world  for  ever,  it 
would  be  vain  to  oppose  the  execution  of  t% 
design.*  With  this  view  of  the  subject,  he 
granted  the  permission  which  was  solicited ;  and 
Francis  received  the  tonsure  in  the  ember  days  of 
September,  in  the  yfear  One  thousand  five  hundred 
and  seventy-height. 

On  his  return  from  Clermon^  he  was  apprised 
by  his  mother,  of  the  scheme  which  had  been 
concerted,  of  removing  him  to  Paris,  to  the 
col}pge  of  Navarre,  for  the  purpose  of  ccrmpl^ng 
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his  studies.*    His  answer  was  modest  and  sensible. 

He  declared  that  in  , whatever  regarded  himself, 
he  wished  to  have  no  other  will,  than  that  of  his 
paretfs ;  but  he  begged,  that  a  slight  change 
might.be  made  in  the  plan ;  and  that,  instead  of 
going  to  the  college  of  Navarre,  he  might  be 
placed  in  an  establishment,  lately  formed  at  Paris, 
by  the  fathers  of  the  society-  of  Jesus.  He 
obsenred  to  the  Countess,  that  she  must  be  more 
aware  than  himself  of  the  great  credit,  enjoyed 
by  th^e  fathers. for  their  skill  in  training  youth 
to  piety  and  knowledge  ;  that  though  he  was  sa* 
tisfied  other  colleges  might  be  equally  eminent, 
he  felt  more  attachment  to  the  Jesuits ;  that  this 
inclination  might  contribute  to  his  advancement  in 
learning ;  and  that  in  reality  it  must  be  a  matter 

^of  indifference  to  his  father,  which  situation  might 
finally  be  chosen.  Such  were  the  judicious  re- 
flections, which  the  young  Count  of  Sales,  for 
so  'he  was  now  called,  was  capable  of  making, 
though  he  had  not  yet  completed  his  twelfth 
year.f  The  authors  of  his  life  record  them 
almost  in  the  same  terms,  in  which  they  were 
delivered. 

The  Countess  of  Sales  felt  the  force  of  these 
rev ons  ;  she  communicated  them  to  the  Coynt ; 


Idem  ibid.'         f  Idem  ibid. 
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the  plan  was  accordingly  changed,  and  a  resolution 
adopted  of  sending  their  son  to  the  qpllege  of 
Jesuits.  While  preparations  were  making  fw 
the  journey,  and  a  preceptor  sought  fq^ 
Countess  industriously  pursued  the  purpose/ 
for  which  this  temporary  delay  was  obtained. 
She  bestowed  her  whole, attention  -on  the  instruc- 
tion of  her  son,  .with  greater  ardour,  as  she  jpyas 
likely  to  be  deprived  of  his  company  for  a  long 
period ;  she  often  repeated  to-  him,  those  memor- 
able words,  which  Queen  Blanche,  the  mj^her  of 
St.  Lewis,  was  in  the  habit  of  uttering  to  her  son. 
ce  God  is  my  witness,  my  child,  how  dear  you  are 
to  me ;  but  I  would  rather  gee  you  lying  a  corpse 
before  my  eyes,  than  ever  hear  that  you  had  com- 
mitted but  one  mortal  sin/'  She  laboured  witlj 
unusual  care  to  instil  into  his  youthful  heart,  a 
tender  love  of  God,  mingled  with  unbounded  con^ 
fidence.  She  taught  him,  to  look  up  to  Him,  as  bis 
true  father.  €S  However  we  may  reason,"  would 
she  say,  "  It  is  not  I  who  have  given  you  an  ex- 
istence. I  am,  indeed,  your  mother;  because  it 
has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  render  me  an 
instrument  in  bringing  you  into  life.  You  were 
formed  in  my  womb  ;  but  I  did  not  bestow  upon 
you,  those  members,  that  blood  which  fldws  in 
your  "veins,  those  animal  spirits,  which  give  motion 
to  your  frame;  much  less,-  that  immaterial ibd 
immortal  soul,  which  renders  you  capable  of 
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eternal  enjoyments.  It  is  God,  my  child,  who 
ttade  you  what  you  are;  it  is  He,  who  preserves 
you  ;  it  is  in  Him,  that  all  your  hopes  are  to 
<£ntr%"  Every  object,  which  presented  itself  to 
view,  furnished  an  occasion  of  enforcing  her  pious 
*  maxims.  If  she  met  a  poor  person,  she  observed 
to  her  .son,  that  such  a  one,  indigent  as  he  was, 
mifct  still  be  considered  his  brother,  and  that  he 
had  an  equal  right  with  himself  to  call  God  his 
father ;  that  fortune  had  indeed  made  some  dis- 
tinction between  them,  but  that  nature  and  grace 
recognized  no  such  difference ;  that  in  those  two 
respects  all  mankind  are  on  a  perfect  equality  ; 
that  these  reflections  were  never  to  be  forgotten, 
and  that .  he  had  .  ever  to  forbear  treating  such 
objects  with  harshness,  with  disdain,  and  with 
contempt.  . 

In  walking  in  the  fields,  she  would  direct  his 
attention  to  the  husbandman  sowing  his  corn. 
cc  It  is  believed/'  would  she  piously  exclaim, 
cc  that  these  are  the  persons  who  furnish  us  with 
subsistence.  But  how  vain  are  their  solitary  en- 
deavours !  An  inconsiderable  excess  of  rain  or  of 
sultry  weather,  is  sufficient  to  blast  the  efforts  of 
their*labour-;  these  causes  are  capable  of  diffusing 
a  general  famine,  and  of  reducing  us  to  the  la- 
mentable calamity  of  perishing  by  hunger.  But 
those  salutary  rains,  that  moderate  degree  of  heat, 
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those  seasons,  which  bring  the  fruits  of  the  earth 
to  maturity,  must  depend  upon  God  alone.  Here 
human  efforts  are  unavailing/' 

By  these  and  similar  instructions,  frequently 
repeated  with  energy,  did  the  Countess  of  Sales, 
form  the  youthful  heart  of  her  son  to  a  tender 
love  of  God,  and  to  a  feeling  and  lively  attention 
to  his  neighbour.  The  fruits  of  this  early  culture, 
will  be  fully  displayed  in  the  following  history.* 
The  Count  of  Sales,  on  his  side,  seconded  the 
efforts  of  his  spouse,  but  with  this  obs^vable 
difference  in  the  nature  of  his  instructions  :  I16 
laboured  to  render  his  son  an  accomplished  gen- 
tleman, while  she  had  no  other  object  in  view, 
than  to  make  him  a  good  Christian.  Both  suc- 
ceeded in  their  attempts  ;  for  they  lived  to  enjoy 
the  satisfaction,  of  seeing  their  son,  dear  to  God 
and  to  man.  The  time  fixed  for  his  departure 
was  now  come;  he  accordingly  setoff  for  Paris 
under  the  tuition  of  John  Deage,  a  prudent  and* 
able  priest.  This  person  had.  been  chosen  for 
the  purpose,  in  preference  to  a  lay-governor, 
the  plan  usually  adopted  in  those  days,  at  the 
particular  request  of  the  Countess,  who  was  per- 
suaded, that  his  character  would  oblige  him  to 
give  the  best  example  to   her  son,   and  to 


*  Idem  ibid. 
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superintend  his  'conduct  with  more  vigilant 
attention. 

France,  at  this  period,*  exhibited  an  aspect  of 
distress  and  desolation,  altogether  unexampled  in 
the  annals  of  the  monarchy.  Civil  and  religious 
wars,  which  had  spread  devastation,  under  the 
preceding  reigns  of  Francis  II.  and  Charles  IX. 
continued,  under  that  of  Henry  III.,  with  una- 
bated fury.  Four  Catholic  armies,  opposed 
to  an  equal  number  of  the  adverse  party,  had 
already  defaced  its  finest  provinces;  aiid  the 
league  which  had  just  been  formed,  presented  the 
terrors  of  a  third  faction,  equally  hostile  to  the 
interests  of  the  king,  and  of  the  mbaarchy. 
Towns  taken  and  retaken,  consigned*  to  pillage, 
and  almost  reduced  to  ruin ;  churches  destroyed ; 
the  ancient  religion  banished  from  one  part  of 
the  kingdom,  and  but  ill  supported  in  the  other ; 
disunion  prevalent  in  every  division  of  the  state, 
and  often  among  the  members  of  the  same  family ; 
subjects  engaged  in  rebellion  against  their  prince; 
his  authority  usurped  by  as  many  tyrants,  as 
there  were  lords  in  the  provinces ;  the  popular 
branch  of  government  rising  to  superior  conse- 
quence, and  threatening  the  destruction  of  the 
monarchy ;  the  prince  sunk  in  effeminacy  and 

*  1578. 
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inaction,  and  ruled  by  a  small  number  of  worth- 
less favourites ;  acting  but  an  insignificant  cha- 
racter, despised  by  one  part  of  his  subjects,  and 
hated  by  the  other ;  the  laws  violated  with  con- 
tempt ;  justice  without  authority ;  hypocrisy,  im- 
piety, blasphemy,  a  general  indifference  for  reli- 
gion ;  finally,  a  complete  want  of  all  subordination 
and  restraint,  from  the  precincts  of  the  court, 
to  the  extremity  of  the  provinces;  .these  were 
the  awful  indications  of  the  anger  of  the  Deity, 
justly  provoked,  which  threatened  to  overwhelm 
France  in  one  common  &in.  Such  was  the 
situation  of  the  country,  when  the  young  Count 
of  Sales,  arrived  in  France,  for  the  first  time.  As 
heresy  had  produced  the  same  bitter  fruits  in 
that  part  of  Savoy,  in  which  he  was  born,  these 
scenes  of  horror,  were  not  to  him,  altogether  new 
and  unexpected.  His  preceptor,  who  omitted 
no  opportunity  of  imparting  instruction  to  his 
pupil,  and  awfully  impressed  with  the  lamentable 
situation  of  the  finest  kingdom  in  Christendom, 
observed  to  him,  ftat  piety  and  justice  unques- 
tionably form  the  most  solid  foundation  of  states, 
and  are  the  firmest  support  of  empires ;  that  it  is 
dangerous  to  weaken  the  impression  of  religion, 
and  to  give  an  unrestrained  range  to  human  reason, 
and  to  the  senses;  and  that  the  bonds,  which 
unite  God  with  man,  are  never  loosened,  without 
breaking  those,  which  connect  human  society 
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together.  With  these  reflections  in  their  minds, 
which  fresh  objects  continually  recalled  to  their 
recollection,  they  proceeded  to  Paris. 

On  their  arrival,  the  young  Count  of  Sales  de- 
sired instantly  to  be  introduced  to  the  college  of 
the  Jesuits.  He  was  received  with  that  *  partiality 
and  favour,  which  he  excited  wherever  he  went. 
His  acquirements  at  that  early  age  were  such; 
as  induced  the  directors  of  the  establishment  to 
place  him  in  the  class  of  rhetoric;  and  during 
the  two  years,  which%e  devoted  to  that  branch  of 
study,  he  made  so  great  a  progress,  that  he  after- 
wards became  one  of  the  most  eloquent  men  of  his 
age.  The  usual  course  of  philosophical  studies, 
he  pursued  with  the  same  success.  As  his  talents 
were  of  the  first  class,  and  his  application  corres- 
ponded with  the  vigour  of  his  mind,  he  found 
means  to  unite  with  this  branch  of  learning,  great 
attention  to  scholastic  theology.  In  this  extraordi- 
nary exertion,  he  was  assisted  by  the  studies  of  his 
preceptor,  who  employed  his  Idfeure  in  that  science. 
He  accordingly  derived  benefit  from  the  lectures 
which  were  delivered  at  Sorbonne  ;  he  assisted  at 
the  disputations,  which  were  publicly  held  in  that 
learned  establishment ;  he  joined  in  the  private  dis- 
cussions, which  occasionally  took  place  between  his 

*  Charles  Aug.  o{  Sales,    Life  of  St.  Fran.  Book  I. 
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preceptor  and  other  theologians  ;  and  he  acquired 
so  much  skill  in  that  intricate  and  abstruce  science, 
which  is  fully  sufficient  to  engross  one  mind,  as  if  it 
had  occupied  his  undivided  attention. 

When  he  had  completed  his  philosophical 
studies,  his  preceptor,  by  the  express  direction  of 
the  Count  of  Sales,  placed  him  in  an  academy, 
where  he  might  acquire  the  accomplishments  of 
riding,  of  fencing,  of  dancing,  and  whatever  was 
proper  for  a  young  nobleman^f  distinguished  rank. 
The  young  Count,  who  was  predetermined  to  en- 
gage in  the  church,  gave  his  mind  with  consider- 
able reluctance  to  these  pursuits,  which  he  con- 
ceived \yould  be  unattended  with  any  advantage 
respecting  his  future  views;  but  as  he  made 
it  an  inviolable  maxim,  to  sacrifice  his  judg- 
ment to  the  will  of  his  parents,  he  made  great 
proficiency  in  these  ornamental  arts,  and  acquired 
that  easy  carriage  and  disengaged  deportment, 
which  he  ever  after  united,  with  the  modest  sim- 
plicity so  peculiar  4^  his  character. 

But  as  these  exercises  formed  ifether  an  amuse- 
ment,  than  a  serious  occupation,  he  not  only 
reviewed  the  studies  of  his  youth,  but  applied  to 
the  Hebrew  and  Greek  languages;  he  culti- 
vated positive  divinity  under  Genebrardus  and 
Maldonatus,  who  at  that  time  taught  at  Paris  with 
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great  reputation.  Six  years  were  devoted  to  these 
pursuits.  The  result  of  this  application,  was  such  a 
variety  of  knowledge,  and  such  skill  in  science,  as 
perhaps  has  not  been  sufficiently  admired ;  since 
the  profound  humility,  which  he  assiduously  cul- 
tivated, induced  him  to  conceal  his  attainments 
from  the  observation  of  mankind.  But  the  fol- 
lowing history  will  furnish,  so  clear  and  demon- 
strative proofs  of  this  observation,  that  he  will 
readily  be  admitted  to  have  been  one  of  the  most 
learned  as  well  as  of  the  most  holy  prelates  of  the 
age  in  which  he  livedv 

During  this  period,  the  pursuits  which  we  have 
mentioned,  by  no  means  formed  the  sole,  not  even 
the  principal  occupation  of  this  distinguished 
youth.  He  spent  a  considerable  portion  of  time 
in  the  exercises  of  piety:  that  was  always  his 
leading  concern ;  he  was  fully  sensible,  that  true 
devotion  never  interfered  with  any  business ;  and 
that  the  time  which  is  spent  in  serving  God,  draws 
abundant  blessings  on  all  thttt  is  undertaken  for 
His  glory.  This  was  the  only  6nd,  to  which  all 
the  actions  of  young  Count  were  uniformly 
directed.  On  his  arrival  at  Paris,  he  placed  him- 
self under  the  conduct  of  a  skilful  director,  to 
whom  he  unreservedly  gave  his  confidence ;  and 
without  whose  advice,  he  undertook  nothing  of 
any  moment.    He  well  knew,  that  if  a  guide  i* 
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wanted  on  a  journey  through  an  unknown  countrv, 
such  assistance  is  more  indispensably  requisite  in 
the  road  to  heaven;  that  our  situation  in  this 
instance  is  more  embarrassing,  as  we  meet  with 
more  obstacles,  and  carry  with  us  seeds  of  corrup- 
tion, which  it  is  not  easy  to  destroy.  By  the 
advice  of  his  director,  he  assiduously  read  the  holy 
scripture ;  an  exercise,  which  afforded  him  in- 
expressible delight.  In  order  more  perfectly  to 
understand  the  divine  oracles,  he  acquired  with 
incredible  labour  a  knowledge  of  the  Hebrew 
language,  which  is  scarcely  useful  for  any  other 
purpose.  With  the  holy  scriptures,  he  constantly 
read  the  well  known  book,  entitled  st  The  Spiritual 
Combat."  He  was  assiduous  in  hearing  the  word 
of*  God ;  he  sought  the"  company  of  virtuous 
persons;  and  was  peculiarly  delighted  with  the 
father  Angelus  Joyeuse,  who,  on  his  part,  was 
much  struck  with  the  innocent  and  virtuous  dis- 
position of  the  young  Count,  and  always  received 
the  greatest  grat^jpation :  from  his  company. 
*  This  distinguished  personage,  instilled  into  his 
mind  a  contempt  of  the  world,  witj^very  consider- 
able effect,  as  he  himself  had  enjoyed  whatever 
was  attractive,  and  had  despised  its  fleeting  allure- 
ments. He  was  therefore  enabled  to  speak  with 
more  force  of  that  peace  of  mind,  which  he  had 

*  Charles  Aug.  of  S^gp,    Life  of  St.  Francis.    Book  U 
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never  found  in  grandeur,  in  pleasure,  or  in  the  most 
seductive  charms,  which  the  world  had  presented 
to  his  view.  He  often  repeated  to  him,  that  no- 
thing is  more  incompatible  with  the  practice  of 
virtue,  than  idleness  and  effeminacy ;  that  a  peni- 
tential life  is  not  only  necessary  to  repair  faults, 
which  have  been  committed,  but  that  it  contri- 
butes to  the  preservation  of  innocence ;  that  ih 
consequence  of  the  violent  propensity,  which  men 
have,  to  abuse  liberty,  it  is  often  expedient  to  suffer 
a  privation  of  that  blessing;  and  that  this  consi- 
deration had  induced  him  openly  to  abandon  the 
world,  in  order  to  be  secured  from  any  farther 
temptation  of  adopting  its  maxims. 

These  communications  with  the  father  An- 
gelus,  induced  the  young  Count  to  add  to  his 
ordinary  devotions  the  practice  of  wearing  a  hair 
shirt,  three  days  in  the  week.  It  is  highly  pro- 
bable, that  the  same  cause  led  him  to  make  a  vow 
of  perpetual  chastity ;  a  circumstance,  in  his  life, 
which  took  place  in  the  church  of  St.  Stephen  des 
Grez,'  where  1^  was  fond  of  performing  his  devo- 
tions, as  it  is  a  place,  but  little  frequented,  and 
calculated  for  retirement  and  contemplation. 
There  prostrate  on  the  ground,  and  engaged  for  a 
considerable  time  jn  the  most  fervent  prayer,  in  the 
attitude  of  an  humble  supplicant,  he  begged  of 
Ctq4,  that  agreeably  to  the  aflfcrice  of  the  Apostle, 
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he  might  be  permitted  to  relinquish  all  thoughts  of 
matrimony;  that  the  sacrifice  of  his  body  might  be 
accepted,  as  that  of  his  heart  had,  by  the  Divine 
grace,  been  made;  and  that  he  might  be  endued 
with  sufficient  strength  to  persevere  in  so  holy  a 
Resolution.  He  then  placed  himself  under  the 
particular  protection  of  the  Blessed  Virgin ;  he 
besought  her  to  be  his  advocate  before  God,  and 
to  obtain  for  him  those  graces,  without  which, 
the  sacred  scriptures  had  taught  him,  that  all  our 
efforts  to  preserve  chastity  would  be  unavailing  * 
After  making  this  vow,  he  formed  the  resolution 
of  communicating  eveiy  eight  days,  from  convic- 
tion, that  this  heavenly  bread  of  the  blessed 
Eucharist,  would  constitute  his  strength,  and  that 
tlie  wine  which  inebriates  virgins,  would  support 
his  weakYiess  against  all  the  efforts  of  his  enemies. 

He  expected  an  attack  in  that  quarter,  which 
he  had  been  careful  to  strengthen ;  but  his  trial 
proved  to  be  of  suck  a  nature,  as  to  defeat  his  cal- 
culations. Spiritual  darkness  gradually  overcast 
his  mind;  disquietude  took  possesion  of  his  heart; 
a  violent  agitation  succeeded  to  the  peace,  which 
he  had  enjoyed  till  that  period;  this  restless 
feeling,  was  followed  by  a  general  disgust  fot  all, 
that  had  hitherto  formed  the  chaste  delight  of  his 
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soul.  Spiritual  dryness  succeeded  to  this  disgust, 
and  rendered  him  insensible  to  the  truths  and  the 
consolations  of  religion.  God,  who  had  retired  to 
the  centre  of  his  heart,  had,  if  I  may  so  express  it, 
abandoned  the  exterior  part  to  a  furious  assault. 
The  enemy  of  our  salvation,  whom  the  scripture 
represents,  sometimes  as  a  lion,  that  makes  a  vio- 
lent attack,  and  at  others  as  a  serpent,  that  labours 
to  seduce  by  artifice,  did  not  lose  this  occasion ; 
but  suggested  to  him  that  all  his  efforts  to  please 
God  were  unavailing ;  that  his  eternal  perdition 
was  decreed,  and  that  he  was  already  ranked 
among  the  r^Jfcpbate.*  The  young  Count,  was 
filled  with  those  dreadful  alarms,  which  a  sup- 
posed certainty  of  reprobation  is  capable  of 
exciting  in  a  soul,  that  fears  God,  and  that  had 
always  aspired,  to  the  happiness  of  eternally  enjoy- 
ing him.  As  his  love  to  God  was  of  the  most 
tender  and  affectionate  kind,  he  was  tortured  with 
inexpressible  grief,  whenever  he  reflected  that  he 
was  doomed  to  hate,  and  blaspheme  him  for  all 
eternity ;  and  his  thoughts  were  perpetually  turned 
to  that  melancholy  subject,  f  The  fear  of  hell, 
the  agitation  of  his  mind,  and  his  unappeasable 
solicitude,  at  length  threw  him  into  a  settled  me- 

  in    ,    - 

*  Maupas  Life  of  St.  Francis,  Part  I.  c.  5. 

t  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales,  Life  of  St.  Francis,  Book  I. 
Riviere  ibid,  anon*  ibid. 
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lancholy,  which  admitted  of  no  alleviation;  he 
spent  the  days  in  tears,,  and  the  nights  in  groans 
and  lamentations.  His  constitution,  though  ro- 
bust, at  length  began  to  sink  wider  so  severe  a 
trial;  a  jaundice  very  generally  spread  itself  over 
his  whole  frame;  he  completely  lost  all  inclination 
for  food  and  for  rest.  Unequivocal  marks  of  the 
most  frightful  despair,  were  observable  in  his  coun- 
tenance; and  the  acute  pains,  which  he  experi- 
enced in  all  his  members,  brought  his  life  into  the 
most  imminent  danger.  Those  who  have  never 
experienced  the  effects,  which  may  be  produced  in 
a  soul  that  loves  God,  by  the  expectation^  losing 
him  for  ever,  will  suspect  this  to  be  an  exagge- 
rated statement.  But  nothing  can  be  better  au- 
thenticated; and  there  is  not  one  of  the  biogra* 
phers  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  who  has  not  described 
the  effects  of  this  violent  temptation  in  the  manner 
here  recorded. 

His  preceptor,  who  loved  him  with  the  tender- 
ness of  a  parent,  knew  not  what  judgment  to  form 
of  the  melancholy  situation  to  which  he  saw  him 
reduced.  He  laboured  to  discover  the  cause,  and 
frequently  asked  for  an  explanation,  but  without 
effect.  Shame  induced  the  young  Count  reso- 
lutely to  conceal  it;  and  nothing  appeared  to  him 
so  dreadful,  as  to  be  constrained  to  acknowledge, 
that  he  was  a  reprobate.    Could  the  awkward 

tol.  iA  ^  c 
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shame,  which  invariably  accompanies  conflicts  qf 
this  nature,  be  removed,  the  cure  would  be  by 
no  means  difficult  ;  an  humble  declaration  of  the 
case,  to  an  enlightened  person,  would  often  be 
found  sufficient  to  remove  the  temptation.  A 
resolute  determination  to  conceal  the  disorder, 
adds  to  its  force  and  to  its  duration. 

But  God,  who  permitted  this  temptation,  only 
for  the  trial  of  his  servant,  to  teach  him  a  becom- 
ing distrust  of  his  own  strength,  and  to  inspire 
him  with  sentiments  of  humility,  a  virtue  so  in- 
dispensably requisite  for  the  preservation  of  the 
eminent  sanctity,  to  which  he  was  called,  delivered 
him  without  the  intervention  of  man,  from  this 
violent  conflict.  He  secretly  inspired  him  with 
the  purpose  of  returning  to  the  church  of  St.  Ste- 
phen des  Grez,  where  he  had  before  made  his  vow 
of  chastity.  The  first  object  which  presented 
itself  to  his  view,  in  that  place,  was  a  picture  of 
the  Blessed  Virgin.  The  sight  of  this,  awakened 
the  confidence,  which  he  had  always  reposed  in 
her  powerful  intercession ;  he  threw  himself  pros- 
trate on  the  ground,  and  acknowledging  himself 
Unworthy  of  making  a  direct  address  to  the  Father 
of  mercies,  to  the  God  of  all  consolation,  he  de- 
sired her  to  be  his  advocate  before  the  throne  of 
grace,  to  obtain  his  deliverance  from  the  evil, 
with  which  he  was  overwhelped,  and  to  beseech 
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the  Almighty,  that  as  lie  was  90  unfortunate  as  to 
be  doomed  after  death  to  bate  him  for  an  eternity, 
he  might  at  least  be  permitted  to  love  bun  with  his 
whole  heart,  during  his  life.*  A  prayer,  so  remote 
from  the  sentiments  of  a  reprobate,  and  which  canr 
not  rationally  be  charged  with  a  want  of  hope,  was 
instantly  heard.  The  young  Count  afterwards 
acknowledged,  that  he  had  no  sooner  finished  it, 
tfcan  he  seemed  to  feel  an  oppressive  weight  re- 
moved from  his  heart.  He  in  a  moment  recovered 
the  tranquillity  of  his  mind,  And  the  peace  of  his 
soul.  His  whole  frame  betrayed  the  change ;  and 
he  returned  home  so  visibly  improved,  that  his 
preceptor  and  bis  friends  were  more  at  a  loss  than 
ever  to  discover  the  cause  of  the  disorder,  and  of 
this  sudden  alleviation.  The  young  Count,  who 
was  then  only  sixteen  years  old,  without  hesitation 
related  the  history  of  both;  and  his  friends  op 
their  part  acknowledged,  that  they  imagined  some 
passion,  which  he  was  unable  to  gratify,  to  have 
been  the  cause,  that  led  to  the  deplorable  aituar 
tion,  in  which  he  had  appeared.  His  preceptor 
added,  that  he  had  tortured  Ins  imagination  with- 
out effect,  to  discover  the  origin  of  the  complaint; 
and  blaming  him  for  the  untoward  reserve,  which 
made  him  conceal  his  interior  sufferings,  obtained 
a  promise,  that  he  would  never  repeat  that  conduct 


*  Maupas,  ibid.  Aug.  of  Sales,  ibid. 
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in  future.  But  any  similar  occasion  of  shewing 
his  confidence,  never  afterwards  occurred  ;  the 
peace  of  mind,  which  he  had  just  recovered,  was 
never  more  disturbed ;  and  from  that  moment  lifc 
enjoyed  the  happy  tranquillity,  which  the  inter-* 
cession  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  had  obtained. 

Jtr 

\  -       ;  . 

ttt  the  mean  time,  the  Count  of  Sales  being  in- 
formed, that  his  son  had  completed  his  studies, 
gave  directions  that  he  should  proceed  to  visit  the 
most  distinguished  towns  of  France,  and  return  to 
S&voy  after  this  tour.    But  the  disturbed  state  of 
the  kingddtai  at  that  time,  was  unpropitious  to  such 
a  plaii,  arid  his  travels  wetfe  by  consequence  soon 
concluded.    The  tivil  wkr  was  still  carried  on 
with  undiminished  fury.    The  Duke  of  Aleri<jon 
•  -f  was  just  dead  without  issue ;  the  King  had  lost  all 
hope  of  having  aft  heir;  and  the  various  motions 
of  the  different  competitors  to  the  crown,  filled 
the  kingdom  with  tumult  and  distraction.  Henry 
of  NaVarre,  afterwards  Henry  IV.  stated  his  claims, 
ks  the  nearest  heir ;  he  was  befriended  by  the  Cal* 
vinists  of  France,  (Jueen  Elizabeth  of  England, 
and  the  protestant  princes  of  Germany,  all  ready 
to  support  his  pretentions.    The  princes  of  the 
house  of  Guise,  set  forward  by  the  league  which 
at  that  time  was  become  powerful,  and  by  the  King 
of  Spain,  maintained  in  appearance  the  right  of 
the  Cardinal  of  Bourbon,  but  in  reality  aimed 
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at  the  possession  of  the  crown.  The  Queen 
dowager,  Catharine  of  Medicis,  who  during  a  long 
jegency,  had  considerably  increased  the  number 
Of  her  partizans,  was  ambitious  of  placing  on  the 
throne,  in  defiance  of  the  salic  law,  the  children 
of  her  daughter,  who  had  married  the  Prince  oi 
Lorrain.  Henry  III.  formed  a  fourth  party,  He 
was  extremely  indignant,  that  before  his  life  was 
much  extended,  there  should  arise  a  dispute  about 
the  succession;  and  this  party,  which  having 
authority  on  its  side,  might  be  presumed  to  possess 
the  greatest  strength,  was  in  effect  the  weakest. 
It  is  not  difficult  to  form  an  idea  of  the  confusion, 
tlie  tumult  and  disorders,  which  the  opposite  pre- 
tentions of  sp  many  claimants  must  have  pro- 
duced. The  provinces,  the  towns,  the  country, 
the  nobility,  the  parliaments  were  all  divided  in  « 
their  views ;  some  adhering  to  one  party,  some  to 
another;  and  there  appeared  evident  symptoms 
of  such  internal  convulsions,  as  seemed  likely  to 
terminate  in  the  ruin  of  the  kingdom.  As  the 
contending  parties,  were  not  yet  engaged  in  an 
appeal  to  the  sword,  it  was  not  difficult  for  ths 
young  Count  to  reach  Savoy  without  hazard. 

He  was  at  this  time,*  eighteen  years  old ;  of  a 
genteel  appearance,  and  distinguished  by  the  rapid 
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progress,  which  he  had  made  in  virtue  and  learn- 
ing ;  circumstances  which  rendered  him  extremely 
dear  to  the  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales.  She  wa* 
induced  to  think,  that  nothing  was  to  separate  her 
from  her  son,  and  that  she  might  enjoy  in  tranquil- 
ity the  fruits  of  the  excellent  education,  which  he 
had  received.  But  the  Count  of  Sales  had  more 
extensive  views.  He  considered  that  little  would  bfe 
done,  ,  by  leaving  to  his  heir  extensive  possessions, 
and  high  rank,  unless  the  most  ample  means  were 
furnished  for  supporting  the  splendour  arising  from 
those  advantages.  This  reflection  determined  him 
to  send  his  son  to  Padua,  to  study  the  law,  where 
the  famous  Pancyrola,  taught  it  with  a  reputation, 
which  attracted  students  from  every  part  of  Europe. 

The  Countess  of  Sales  consented  to  this  project 
with  reluctance;  but  as  she  always  made  it  an 
invariable  rule  to  obey  the  will  of  her  husband, 
and  be  on  his  side,  gave  very  substantial  reasons 
for  a  measure,  which  was  to  deprive  them  of  the 
company  of  a  son,  equally  dear  to  both,  the  young 
Count  proceeded  to  Padua,  under  the  same  precep- 
tor, in  a  very  short  time  after  his  arrival  at  Sales. 

Padua*  an  episcopal  see  of  the  state  of  Venice, 
under  the  patriarchate  of  Aquileia,  is  the  most 
ancient  city  oT  Italy.  Venice,  and  even  Rome  it- 
self, possess  not  the  same  claim  to  antiquity. 
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Padua  has  always  been  admired  for  its  extebt,  for 
the  elegance  of  its  buildings,  for  its  situation, 
which  is  eminently  beautiful,  for  the  fertility  of  its 
soil,  for  the  great  men,  whom  ft  has  occasionally 
produced,  and  particularly  for  its  university,  one 
of  the  most  celebrated  in  Europe.  It  was  in  the 
height  of  its  reputation,  when  the  young  Count 
of  Sales  was  sent  thither;  but  among  the  great 
men  drawn  to  so  celebrated  a  spot,  by  the  renowri 
which  it  enjoyed,  the  famous  Guy  Pancyrola,  and 
the  learned  Jesuit  Possevinus,  were  deservedly 
placed  in  the  first  rank.  Francis  of  Sales  en- 
gaged one  to  teach  him  the  law;  the  other  he 
chose  for  his  spiritual  director:  and  this  great 
man,  so  distinguished  by  his  learning,  and  rendered 
so  illustrious  by  the  important  negociations,  en- 
trusted to  him  by  different  Popes,  in  Sweden,  in 
Poland,  in  Muscovy,  did  not  consider  it  a  task, 
unworthy  of  his  attention,  to  be  the  guide  of  a 
young  student,  of  whom  he  was  permitted  by  the 
spirit  of  God  to  know,  that  he  was  called  to  be  an 
eminent  Saint,  and  to  prove  one  of  the  greatest 
prelates  of  the  Church.  As  he  was  one  day  con- 
versing with  him  on  the  subject  of  his  studies,  the 
young  Count  fully  opened  his  mind,  and  declared, 
that  Whatever,  predilection  he  might  have  for  the 
law,  he  felt  a  stronger  propensity  to  theological 
pursuits.  The  father  Possevinus  replied,  that  his 
attachment  to  sacred  studies  was  perfectly  rational ; 
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that  they  would  be  more  beneficial  to  him,  than 
the  study  of  the  law;  that  God  had  destined 
him  not  to  harangue  at  the  bar,  but  to  carry  his 
word  to  rebellious  nations,  and  to  be  the  support  of 
religion,  and  of  the  faith,  in  his  own  country ;  that 
his  application  should  be  directed  to  the  attain* 
meats  necessary  for  so  sublime  a  charge;  that 
knowledge  without  virtue,  or  virtue  without  know* 
ledge  was  equally  insufficient;*  that  those  who 
were  required  only  to  sanctify  themselves,  might  be 
satisfied  with  becoming  good  characters ;  that  God 
demanded  more  of  those,  whom  he  called  to  the 
ministry  of  the  word ;  that  the  lips  of  priests  should 
be  the  guardians  of  knowledge ;  and  that,  as  they 
should  be  the  oracles  of  the  people,  they  ought  to 
be  ready  to  give  an  answer,  on  a  great  variety  of 
intricate  questions,  on  which  they  might  expect  to 
be  consulted.  He  added,  that  he  knew,  by  his  own 
experience,  in  the  different  journies  which  he  had 
performed  by  the  orders  of  his  Holiness,  in  the 
states  of  protestant  princes,  that  the  ignorance  of 
the  clergy  had  contributed  more  to  the  progress  of 
heresy  in  the  last  century,  than  the  licentious  morals 
of  the  people;  that  in  reality  heretics  were  rather 
presumptuous  than  learned;  and  that  they  were 
indebted  for  their  wonderful  success,  to  the  pro* 


*  Charles  Aug,  of  Sales.  Life  of  St.  Francis,  Book  L 
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found  ignorance,  which  was  spread  over  Europe 
at  their  first  appearance. 

The  father  Possevinus,  who  had  discovered  in 
the  young  Count  a  wonderful  fund  of  ingenuity 
and  good  sense,  was  -not  satisfied  with  giving  his 
advice ;  he  offered  his  service  to  direct  his  studies, 
as  well  as  his  conscience.  Every  day  he  allowed 
him  two  hours  of  bis  time,  when  he  explained  to 
him  the  Sum  of  St.  Thomas;  they  likewise  read 
together  the  controversies  with  which  Cardinal 
Bellarmin  had  just  favoured  the  public;  be 
showed  him  the  force  of  the  objections  and  of 
the  answers,  and  trained  him  to  eloquence,  of 
which  he  was  himself  an  eminent  master.  The 
young  Count  corresponded  with  the  care  and 
attention  of  the  father  Possevinus,  by  a  degree 
of  labour  and  application,  sufficient  to  surmount 
obstacles,  with  which  he  had  not  to  contend. 
There  is  therefore  no  reason  for  surprise  at  the  great 
success,  which  afterwards  attended  his  communi- 
cations with  Calvinists ;  it  cannot  wholly  be  attri- 
buted to  that  engaging  meekness,  which  in  many 
instances  proved  so  efficacious.  The  heart  on 
those  occasions,  is  gained  only  when  the  under- 
standing id  convinced;  meekness  may  subdue 
obstinacy;  but  knowledge  alone  can  overcome 
errot,  and  beat  down  those  obstacles,  which  talents 
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united  with  pride,  oppose  to  the  progress  of 
truth. 

But  the  attention  of  the  father  Possevinus 
to  the  young  Count,  was  by  no  means  confined 
to  the  purpose  of  making  him  a  learned  man. 
He  found  in  him  a  heart  according  to  God ;  a 
heart  pure,  humble,  and  docile;  a  heart,  which 
seemed  formed  by  Divine  Grace  for  the  practice 
of  the  most  exalted  virtues.  He  laboured  to  cul- 
tivate  and  strengthen  it  against  any  impressions 
which  might  tarnish  its  purity;  he  taught  bis 
pupil  to  look  up  to  God  in  all  things ;  to  raise  his 
heart  to  him  by  the  means  of  creatures,  which  are 
but  too  frequently  the  occasions  of ,  estranging 
us  from  him;  freely  to  profess  that  nothing 
happens  but  agreeably  to  his  foreknowledge,  his 
vfill  or  his  permission;  he  trained  him  to  the 
exercise  of  prayer,  of  meditation,  of  contempla- 
tion; finally,  he  admitted  him  to  all  the  secrets  of 
that  divine  art,,  the  conduct  of  souls;  he  omitted 
nothing  to  qualify  him  for  the  great  designs, 
which  he  perceived  God  had,  respecting  so  excel- 
lent a  character.  The  rules  of  conduct  both  for  a 
spiritual  and  social  life,  observed  by  Francis  with 
the  utmost  rigour  at  Padua,  are  still  preserved, 
and  appear  to  have  been  given  by  this  pious  and 
learned  religious. 
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This  communication  of  Francis  of  Sales  with 
the  father  Possevinus,  did  not  impede  his  ap- 
plication to  the  canon  and  civil  laws. .  His  suc- 
cess in  these  pursuits,  was  considerably  for- 
warded by  the  attention  of  Paacyrola,  who,  charm- 
ed with  the  brightness  of  his  parts,  the  regularity 
of  his  conduct,  his  diligent  and  steady  application, 
took  the  greatest  delight,  independently  of  the 
public  lectures,  in  giving  him  private  instructions. 
This  partiality,  manifested  by  so  great  a  man, 
excited  the  jealousy  of  some,  who  looked  upon  the 
regular  life  of  Francis,  as  a  secret  reflection  on 
their  own  disorders.  They  were  induced  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  retired  life,  which  he  led,  pro- 
ceeded from  a  natural  timidity  or  want  of  spirit,  and  f 
that  it  was  not  possible  so  much  reserve  could 
be  united  with  any  share  of  resolution  and  cou- 
rage.* On  this  false  principle,  a  party  agreed  to 
attack  him  in  a  retired  place,  as  he  was  returning 
one  evening  from  his  usual  walk;  it  was  supposed 
that  he  would  seek  safety  by  flight,  and  that  his 
credit  would  be  lost.  But  the  young  Count,  who 
knew  that  self-defence  is  perfectly  justifiable,  put 
his  hand  to  his  sword,  and  prepared  to  repel  the 
assault  in  a  manner,  which  was  not  expected. 
On  this,  the  ruffians  alleged,  that  they  had  mis- 
taken his  person,  made  an  ample  apology,  and 
retired  in  astonishment  at  his  courage.f 

*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales,  Life  of  St.  Fran.  Book  I.  t  Ibid* 
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!  This  adventure  was  followed  by  another  of  a  deli- 
cate nature,  which  throws  such  a  lustre  on  the  virtue* 
of  the  young  Count,  that  it  deserves  to  he  recorded. 
The  scrupulous  attention  to  chastity,  which  he 
invariably  shewed,  had  frequently  been  the  subject; 
of  conversation  among  his  fellow  students ;  whq 
could  never  believe,  that  a  young  man,  in  his 
twentieth  year,  of  his  personal  accomplishments, 
could  be  possessed  of  that  gravity  of  manners, 
which  he  affected :  they  therefore  resolved  to  ex- 
pose his  virtue  to  a  dangerous  trial.  There  was, 
at  that  time,  at  Padua,  a  famous  courtezan,  who 
had  lately  proceeded  thither  from  Naples.  She 
was  young,  handsome,  and  witty ;  and  there  was  not 
»  one  of  these  unfortunate  youths  who  planned  the 
adventure,  that  had  not  experienced  the  impression 
of  her  charms.  They  spoke  to  her  much  of  the 
young  Count  of  Sales;  gave  a  lively  description  of 
his  person,  his  youth  and  his  rank;  and  omitted 
no  inducement  to  engage  this  wretched  woman, 
to  attempt  his  ruin.  With  her  they  concerted  the 
means  of  leading  him  into  the  snare,  and  left  her 
with  a  promise  of  introducing  him  on  the  first 
occasion.  The  attempt  would  not  have  been  easy, 
could  he  have  penetrated  the  design.  But  that 
was  a  secret,  which  they  kept  out  of  view ;  and  in 
the  visit,  Tvhich  they  paid  him,  they  spoke  in  the 
highest  terms  of  commendation,  of  an  eminent 
Doctor  of  laws,  who  had  lately  arrived  at  Padua; 
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they  assured  him,  that  he  was  a  prodigy  of  sci* 
ence,  and  that  Pancyrola,  inr  comparison  of  him; 
was  but  a  scholar.  This  was  sufficient  to  excite 
in  the  young  Count,  a  desire  of  forming  an  ac* 
quaintance  with  this  supposed  character.  They 
offered  to  introduce  him;  he  accepted  the  offer, 
and  was  led  to  the  house  of  the  courtezan,  being 
taught  to  suppose,  that  it  was  the  doctor's  abode* 
The  courtezan,  assumed  the  character  of  his 
daughter,  and  came  to  receive  them ;  she  said 
that  he*  father  was  engaged  in  his  study,  in  a  con* 
sulfation  of  considerable  importance,  with  some 
persons  of  quality,  and  that  he  had  commissioned 
her  to  entertain  them,  till  he  could  be  disen- 
gaged to  see  them  himself.  The  conversation 
was  scarcely  begun,  before  those,  who  had  ititro* 
duced  the  young  Count,  retired  on  different  pre- 
texts, and  left  him  only  in  her  company.  It  would 
.  be  dangerous  to  giv£  a  detail  of  what  passed  ia 
this  interview;  it  is  sufficient  to  relate,  that  the 
courtezan  carried  her  bold  and  insidious  arts  to 
the  utmost  height ;  and  that  God  gave  the  Count 
strength  to  resist  and  preserve  his  virtue. 

The  rage  of  this  woman,  on  seeing  her  charms 
flighted;  cannot  be  better  conceived,  than  by  the 
nfcean*  which  she  took,  to  inflict  vengeance.  She 
raised  an  alarm,  that  a  thief  was  in  the  house,  and 
collected  her  neighbours  to  her  assistance,  who 
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were  ready  to  drag  the  young  Count  to  prison  ; 
when  his  companions,  who  had  remained  at  a 
small  distance,  came  in  time  to  rescue  him  from 
their  hands.  The  young  Count  thanked  them 
for  that  part  of  their  conduct ;  hut  informed  them, 
that  he  was  not  so  simple,  as  to  be  duped  by  die 
artifice  which  had  been  prepared;  and  from  that 
hour  he  abstained  from  all  communication  with 
young  men  of  that  description.  This  adventure 
rendered  him  more  cautious  in  the  choice  of  those, 
with  whom  he  conversed. 

*But  God  sometimes  permits  that  occasions 
should  be  presented  to  those,  who  take  every  pre- 
caution to  avoid  them.  There  was  at  that  time 
.  at  Padua,  an  Italian  princess,  whose  domestic 
concerns  had  drawn  her  to  that  celebrated  place. 
History  has  not  preserved  her  name,  but  we  are 
told  that  she  was  extremely  rich,  and  that  she 
spared  no  expence,  when  her  inclinations  led  her 
to  sensual  indulgence.  She  one  day  met  the  young 
Count  in  a  church;  as  the  ceremony  which  de- 
tained her  there,  was  long,  she  had  full  time,  at- 
tentively to  examine  his  person.  She  was  en- 
chanted with  his  graceful  appearance ;  and  formed 
a  resolution  of  satisfying"  her  passion,  whatever 
might  be  the  event.    On  leaving  the  church,  she 

*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales,  ibid. 
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ordered  him  to  be  followed  to  his  abode;  and  ob- 
tained ill  the  neighbourhood  every  sort  of  infor- 
mation which  could  be  collected;  she  learned 
who  he  was,  and  what  was  the  purpose  of  his 
residence  at  Padua;  but  to  her  sorrow  she  heard, 
that  he  led  a  very  retired  life ;  that  he  openly 
practised  virtue,  with  the  utmost  rigour ;  that  he 
had  no  sort  of  communication  with  the  softer  sex; 
that  it  h$d  been  observed,  that  he  avoided  females 
as  far  as  civility  permitted  him,  and  that  he  was 
judged  incapable  of  an  intrigue. 

This  information  led  the  princess  almost  to 
despair  of  success  in  her  nefarious  design.  B|it 
there  are  some  instances  of  passion,  which  diflfc» 
eulties  serve  but  to  arouse  and  enflarae ;  the  prin- 
cess was  in  this  situation.  She  fondly  imagined, 
that  the  steadiness  of  "the  young  Count  would  be 
shaken  by  her  offers ;  that  money  would  complete 
her  purpose,  and  that  he  would  finally  open  to  her 
the  avenues  of  his  heart.  Whatever  attachment 
Francis  discovered  to  retirement  and  seclusion, 
he  occasionally  frequented  the  society  of  those 
among  his  fellow  students.,  in  whom  he  observed 
any  peculiar  virtue,  talents  or  application  to  study; 
t^ey  now  and  then  partook  of  the  amusement  of 
a  walk,  and  sometimes  joined  in  iriftocent  recrea- 
tions, which,  without  injuring  piety>  contribute 
to  unbend  the  mind,  and  give  it  additional  vigour. 
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To  give  the  real  character  of  the  Count,  his 
virtue  was  not  of  that  austere  and  repulsive  kind, 
which  disqualifies  men  for  society.    No  person 
was  ever  more  agreeable  and  entertaining  in  con- 
versation ;  he  was  even  fond  of  innocent  and  un- 
offending raillery,  and  his  good  humour  Mended 
with  sweetness,  carried  with  it  such  a  charm,  that 
his  company  was  very  generally  courted.  But 
among  those  who  were  honoured  with  his  friend- 
ship, there  was  one  person,  whom  he  treated  with 
peculiar  regard;  a  similitude  of  temper,  of  stu- 
dies and  disposition,  had  formed  between  them  the 
closest  union.    The  Count  entertained  the  most 
perfect  conviction  of  the  solidity  of  his  virtue  , 
but  it  requires  very  consummate  steadiness  to  re- 
sist the  artifices  and  offers  of  persons  of  rank,  who 
spare  nothing  to,  effect  their  purpose.    This  young 
man  suffered  himself  to  be  gained  by  the  princess ; 
her  presents  dazzled  his  senses,  her  promises  cor- 
rupted his  heart,  and  in  conjunction  with  her,  he 
conspired  against  the  innocence  of  his  friend,  giv- 
ing the  fullest  assurance,  that  nothing  should  be 
wanting  on  his  part,  to  hasten  the  gratification 
of  her  passion, 

To  make  proposal  of  this  nature  to  the  Count, 
was  a  task  fffi  of  embarrassment.  But  judging 
of  the  disposition  of  his  friend  by  his  own,  and 
supposing  that  he  Would  never  resist  the  inviting 
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offers,  which  he  was  commissioned  to  make,  he  at 
length  ventured  to  open  the  dark  business,  to 
speak  to  him  of  the  princess,,  of  the  passionate 
attachment,  which  she  had  conceived  to  him,  and 
of  the  offer,  which  he  was  authorised  to  make  him 
by  her  direction,  of  her  person,  and  the  immense 
treasures,  which  it  was  universally  known,  she 
enjoyed.  On  his  part,  he  promised,  that  the  inr 
trigue  should  remain  a  profound  secret ;  that  it 
should  never  injure  his  reputation ;  and  he  added, 
that  his  friend  must  be  aware  as  well  as  himself, 
that  the  offer  of  such  favours  by  persons  of  so 
eminent  rank,  could  never  be  rejected  with  im- 
punity ;  that  a  woman  of  her  consequence,  whose 
amorous  sallies  should  be  slighted,  was  capable  of 
proceeding  to  any  extremity,  in  order  to  revenge 
the  contempt  so  shown ;  and  that  he  trembled  at 
the  idea  of  those  dangers,  with  which  he  would 
be  threatened,  if  he  should  be  weak  or  imprudent 
enough  not  to  avail  himself  of  the  proposed  occa- 
sion, which  every  one  besides  himself  would  pur- 
chase at  a  great  price.  The  Count  was  so  asto- 
nished at  the  language  of  his  false  friend,  that  he 
did  not  interrupt  him  in  opening  this  singular 
business.  But  having  reflected,  that  he  had  suffered 
Mtai  already  to  proceed  too  far ;  t|£t  temptation 
steals  upon  us  not  less  by  the  hearing  than  the  sight, 
and  that  it  is  always  dangerous  to  listen,  to  what 
cannot  be  proposed,  without  the  commission  of  a 
vol.  i.  J> 
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crime,  he  at  length  exclaimed :  r<  What  hare  I 
done  to  you,  O  cruel  friend?  Or  rather,  what 
has  God  done  to  you,  that  you  should  unite  your 
efforts  with  those  of  his  enemies,  to  destroy  a 
soul;  which  you  know  is  redeemed  by  His  sacred 
blood  ?  He  has  done  as  much  for  your  immortal 
soul ;  and  that  consideration  should  have  diverted 
you  from  making  me  such  a  proposal.  You  may 
say  to  theprineess  what  you  please ;  but  as  for  me, 
I  solemnly  declare  to  you,  that  I  will  have  no  far- 
ther communication  with  you,  and  that  I  will 
never  have  any  with  her."  *  This  firm  declaration, 
-was  a  stroke  of  thunder  to  this  perfidious  friend  ; 
he  walked  off  in  the  utmost  embarrassment  and 
confusion,  and  was  afterwards  heard  to  say;  that 
his  fortune  was  made,  if  he  could  have  engaged 
the  Count  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the 
princess.  But  he  was  so  far  from  taking  so  fatal 
a  step,  that  from  an  apprehension  of  fresh  as- 
saults, and  from  fear  of  giving  any  countenance 
to  the  enemies  of  his  salvation,  he  redoubled  his 
prayers  and  his  penitential  exercises.  With  sen- 
timents of  self-condemnation,  he  believed,  that  his 
want  of  gratitude  for  the  multiplied  graces  with 
which  he  had  been  favoured,  and  his  deficiency  in 
correspond|£  with  the  effects  of  the  Divine  boun- 
ty, had  given  birth  to  these  frightful  temptations. 


*  Ibid. 
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The  fatal  disorders,  into  which  his  companions  fell, 
of  which  daily  accounts  reached  him,  inspired  him 
with  a  salutary  distrust  in  his  own  strength :  their 
weakness  reminded  him  of  his  own;  he  consi- 
dered with  dread  the  dangers  with  which  he  was 
surrounded;  powerful  enemies  without,  more 
dreadful  foes  within  himself,  excited  his  pious 
fears.  From  these  reflections  he  formed  a  just 
conclusion  that,  as  God  alone  could  be  his  sup- 
port, he  had  to  place  in  him  unlimited  confi- 
dence; and  that  this  reliance  on  the  Divine  Bounty 
would  be  unavailing,  if  correspondence  should  be 
wanting  on  his  part,  and  if  he  did  not  adhere  to 
him  with  an  exclusive  predilection.  It  is  thus, 
that  all  events  contribute  to  the  advantage  of  those., 
who  seek  God  with  sincerity  of  heart :  those  trials, 
which  subdue  the  constancy  of  others,  tend  to 
fortify  them  more  securely  in  sentiments  of  Divine 
love ;  and  the  business  of  their  salvation  is  even 
promoted,  by  enemies,  who  had  plotted  their 
ruin.  As  the  young  Qount,  with  the  increase  of 
his  austerities,  abated  nothing  of  his  ardour  for 
study,  his  close  application  heated  his  blood  to 
that  degree,  that  he  was  seized  with  a  serious  . 
illness.  A  violent  and  continual  fever  brought  his 
lif$  into  danger,  and  a  dysentery,  \vh^  followed, 
removed  all  hopes  of  his  recovery. ^^H^he  physi- 

*  Charles  Augustus  of  Sales,  ibid. 
D  % 
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cians  of  Padua,  the  most  skilful  in  Italy,  were 
employed  without  success;  their  art  discovered 
no  remedy,  equal  to  the  violence  of  the  disorder. 
The  report  of  this  dangerous  illness,  and  the 
reputation  which  Francis  had  gained,  attracted 
the  visits  and  inquiries  of  the  most  distinguished 
persons  of  the  town;  a  general  feeling  was  excited 
in  favour  of  a  young  nobleman  of  his  appearance 
and  accomplishments,  destined  to  the  enjoyment  of 
a  great  fortune,  thus  about  to  expire  in  a  foreign 
land,  at  a  distance  from  his  relatives,  and  at  a 
time,  when  he  was  going  to  reap  the  fruit  of  his 
juvenile  labours  and  pursuits.  He  alone,  insen- 
sible to  these  untoward  circumstances,  intent  solely 
on  the  affair  of  his  salvation,  calm  and  composed 
at  the  sight  of  the  Divine  favours,  which  he  had 
so  often  experienced,  eager  to  profit  by  the  exhor- 
tations of  the  father  Possevinus,  who  never  left 
him,  consoled  his  friends,  and  spoke  of  his  dissolu- 
tion, as  an  event  which  he  had  more  reason  to  desire 
thair  to  dread.  His  disorder  had  now  considerably 
gained  ground,  and  the  hopes  of  life  were  propor- 
tionably  diminished,  when  he  received  the  last 
sacraments,  with  such  transports  of  fervour,  as 
induced  the  spectators  to  apprehend,  that  he  would 
expire  in  t^|  solemn  act  of  devotion. 

During  this  awful  uncertainty,  his  preceptor,, 
who  bore  him  the  most  cordial  affection,  was  over- 
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Whelmed  with  grief,  on  considering  the  loss,  which 
the  house  of  Sales^  was  about  to  suffer,  as  well  as 
that  which  so  nearly  interested  himself;  for,  from 
the  excellent  dispositions  of  the  Count,  he  was  in- 
duced to  suppose,  that  he  might  depend  on  unin- 
terrupted protection  and  support.  He,  however, 
so  far  suppressed  his  feelings,  as  to  ask  his  pupil, 
what,  directions  he  had  to  give  respecting  his 
remains  in  the  event  of  dissolution.  The  Count 
replied,  that  he  had  always  viewed  with  extreme 
concern,  the  profane  conduct  of  the  students  in 
medicine,  who  were  perpetually  plundering  the 
church-yards  of  dead  bodies  for  anatomical  pur- 
poses ;  that  he  had  witnessed  the  barbarities  and 
murders,  which  had  taken  place  on  such  occasions, 
between  these  persons  and  the  relatives  of  the 
-deceased,  who  so  justly  interposed  to  prevent  those 
practices  ;  that  in  consequence  of  these  horrors,  bis 
own  directions  were,  that  his  body  should  be  given 
up  for  the  purposes  of  dissection ;  that  he  should  feel 
extremely  happy  at  the  thought,  that  having  been 
useless  during  life,  he  might  be  of  some  serv  ice 
^fter  his  death. 

After  this  charitable  direction,  the  only  one 
which  he  hqd  to  give,  he  appeare^o  think  no 
more  of  the  affairs  of  the  world,  but  employed  his 
mind  wholly  in  heavenly  contemplation.  The 
sight  of  a  happy  eternity,  which  he  expected  from 
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the  mercies  of  God,  excited  the  most  ardent,  not 
to  say  impatient  desires,  for  the  short  time  he  had 
to  live ;  but  his  hour  was  not  come ;  and  while 
his  attendants  were  waiting  for  the  moment  of  ex- 
piration, he  fell  into  a  gentle  sleep,  which  lasted 
a  considerable  time,  when  he  awoke,  free  from 
fever.    His  recovery  was  considered  miraculous ; 
and  what  gave  weight  to  this  opinion,  he  shortly 
regained  his  strength,  and  was  restored  to  perfect 
health.    But  this  event,  which  gave  him  again  t6 
the  world,  eventually  contributed  to  separate  him 
from  it  for  ever ;  for  from  that  hour,  he  formed  k 
fixed  resolution  of  renouncing  it,  to  embrace  the  ec^ 
clesiastical  state.*  It  was  his  firm  conviction,  that 
God  had  restored  him  to  health,  solely  to  employ 
him  in  his  service;  and  that  he  could  in  no  other 
manner  testify  his  gratitude  for  the  favour,  than 
by  living  only  for  Him.  Nothing  could  ever  divert 
him  from  the  execution  of  this  purpose ;  and  thfe 
course  of  the  following  history  will  explain  thfe 
manner,  in  which  he  carried  it  into  effect. 

He  now  resumed  his  exercises  of  piety  with  thfe 
same  fervour,  and  his  studies  with  the  same  applica- 
tion. Having  in  a  short  time,  completed  his  coilrse, 
and  passecLhis  degrees  preparatory  Jto  the  rank  «f 
doctor,  he  took  the  cap  with  the  solemnity  ©sual  on 

*  Ibid. 
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those  occasions.  Pancyrola  claimed  the  honour 
of  making  the  complimentary  address,  in  which 
he  spoke  of  him  in  the  most  flattering  terms  of 
commendation,  for  the  brilliant  example  of  virtue, 
which  he  had  displayed  to  the  whole  university; 
he  proposed  him  as  a  model  to  the  numerous  por* 
tion  of  generous  youths,  who  were  aspiring  to  the 
same  honour,  and  he  ventured  to  predict,  that  he 
would  one  day  become  the  glory  of  his  country, 
of  the  church,  and  of  the  illustrious  house  of 
Sales. 

*  The  young  Count  was  now  twenty-four  years 
old,  and  his  late  illness  had  contributed  to  improve 
his  health  and  appearance.  He  began  to  think  of 
returning  to  Savoy,  in  order  to  avoid  the  dangers, 
to  which  he  was  necessarily  exposed  in  a  town  so 
corrupted  as  Padua,  when  he  received  an  express 
from  the  Count  of  Sales,  with  orders  to  Commence 
the  tour  of  Italy.  He  departed  instantly  for 
Ferrara,  and  thence  proceeded  to  Rome,  tyhere 
he  purposed  to  make  a  considerable  stay,  and  en- 
joy the  society  of  those  numerous  friends,  whom 
his  father  had  taken  the  precaution  to  secure.f 

Of  this  great  city,  he  surveyed  the  curiosities 
with  the  utmost  exactness;  he  examined  the  anci- 


*  1591.  t  Ibid» 
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ent  monuments  of  Roman  grandeur,  the  circuses, 
the  theatres,  the  triumphal  arches,  the  trophies, 
the  porticoes,  the  columns,  the  pyramids,  the 
statues,  the  paintings,  and  all  the  splendid  re- 
mains of  departed  greatness,  which  have  escaped 
the  waste  of  time,  and  the  more  destructiver  rage 
of  barbarians ;  remains,  by  which  the  masters  of 
the  Roman  world  hoped  to  secure  immortality  to 
their  names.  But  all  these  monuments  he  viewed, 
with  sentiments,  which  true  piety  usually  inspires. 
He  admired  in  these  wrecks  of  Roman  vanity,  the 
constant  vicissitudes  of  prosperous  and  of  adverse 
fortune ;  the  flourishing  and  the  calamitous  stqte  of 
mankind ;  the  original,  the  progress,  and  the  de- 
cline of  empires ;  he  considered  with  much  feel- 
ing, that  they  rapidly  succeed  to  each  other,  and 
are  formed  of  the  wrecks  of  those,  which  preceded 
them ;  that  the  vanquished  finally  become  masters 
of  those,  by  whom  they  had  been  subdued ;  but  that 
amidst  these  vicissitudes  and  continual  revolutions 
to  which  human  affairs  are  subject,  God  alone  is 
always  the  same,  free,  independent,  ruling  all  things, 
Himself  uncontroled  by  any  law.  He  reflected 
with  astonishment,  how  the  Christian  religion  had 
been  established  on  the  ruins  of  this  powerful 
empire,  which  for  many  ages  had  employed  its 
resources  for  its  destruction;  and  how  by  various 
and  innumerable  changes,  Rome,  after  having  been 
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9*  long  the  mistress  of  error,  had  at  length  become 
the  centre  of  truth. 

But  as  he  was  less  intentto  gratify  curiosity,  how- 
ever innocent,  than  to  cherish  piety  and  devotion 
in  his  soul,  and  as  he  viewed  whatever  becomes  an 
object  of  research  to  the  traveller,  more  to  satisfy 
the  wishes  of  his  father,  who  had  requested  an 
account  of  his  tour,  his  attention  in  this  illustrious 
city  was  principally  directed  to  the  churches  and 
the  catacombs.  These  are  burying  places,  or 
subterraneous  cavities,  where  the  first  Christians, 
in  times  of  persecution,  interred  the  bodies  of  the 
martyrs,  and  even  celebrated  the  Divine  mysteries. 
At  the  sight  of  those  places,  consecrated  by  the 
piety  of  our  forefathers,  and  watered  with  the 
blood  of  so  many  distinguished  witnesses  of  truth, 
who  generously  sacrificed  their  lives  in  defence  of 
that  faith,  of  which  we  are  now  in  the  honourable 
and  undisturbed  enjoyment,  he  was  invigorated 
with  fresh  courage  to  defend  the  truth  against  its 
enemies ;  he  formed  new  plans  for  the  conversion 
of  heretics  on  his  return  to  his  own  country; 
and  by  a  secret  preconception,  that  he  was  one 
'day  to  be  Bishop  of  that  city,  which  is  the  centre  of 
error,  as  Rome  is  of  truth,  he  made  an  offering  to 
God  of  his  fortune,  of  his  time,  of  his  studies,  and 
even  of  his  life,  if  it  should  be  necessary  for  the 
re-establishment  of  the  ancient  religion. 
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On  this  occasion  he  experienced  a  very  striking1 
demonstration  of  a  known  truth,  that  God  never 
forsakes  those  who  seek  him ;  while  he  consigns  to 
destruction  in  a  thousand  different  ways,  those 
whom  he  has  abandoned  to  the  desires  of  their 
hearts.  As  lie  was  returning  one  evening,  ex- 
tremely fatigued  with  visiting  these  holy  places, 
to  a  lodging  which  he  had  taken  on  the  banks  of 
the  Tiber,  he  found  his  servants  engaged  in  an 
altercation  with  the  landlord.  The  subject  of 
the  dispute  arose,  from  a  peremptory  desire  of 
the  landlord,  that  they  should  go  and  find  an* 
other  lodging,  in  order  to  make  place  for  some 
persons  of  distinction,  whose  equipage  had  just 
arrived.  The  contest  had  been  confined  to 
high  and  animated  language ;  but  the  affair  would 
not  have  terminated  so  easily,  if  the  Count,  who 
was  meekness  itself,  had  not  given  instant  orders, 
that  the  wishes  of  the  landlord  should  be  gratified. 
It  was  then  necessary  to  look  out  for  another 
lodging;  and  that  unpleasant  circumstance  was 
by  no  means  an  accommodation  to  the  Count,  in 
the  state  of  fatigue/ which  he  then  experienced: 
but  God,  permitted  this  event  only  to  deliver  him 
from  a  danger,  in  which  he  must  inevitably  have 
perished.  Scarcely  had  he  reached  a  fresh  lodg- 
ing, when  the  most  tremendous  rain  succeeded, 
which  lasted  the  whole  night;  the  Tiber,  which 
before  had  been  much  swollen,  overflowed  it*  banks, 
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and  carried  away  the  house,  which  he  had  left,  with 
all  its  inhabitants.  Not  a  single  person  wag  saved ; 
and  when  the  inundation  had  ceased,  not  a  vestige 
appeared  of  one  of  the  best  inns  in  Rome. 

The  Count  some  days  after  left  Rome,  to  go  to 
Loretto,  an  episcopal  town  of  the  ecclesiastical 
state,  the  bishopric  of  which  is  united  to  that  of 
Hcccanati.  *He  had  engaged  himself  by  vow 
some  years  before  to  perform  this  journey,  and 
now  carried  his  purpose  into  effect,  with  his 
usual  piety  ;f  he  there  renewed  the  vow  of  per- 
petual chastity,  which  he  had  made  at  Paris,  and 
the  resolution  which  he  had  formed  at  Padua, 
of  engaging  in  the  ecclesiastical  state.  The  his- 
torians of  his  life,  agree  in  relating,  that  in  this 
venerable  chapel  he  received  from  God,  very  pecu- 
liar graces;  that  his  mind  was  irradiated  with 
new  lights,  and  that  his  heart  was  filled  witk 
ardent  charity;  that  nothing  appeared  to  him  im- 
possible, when  the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation 
of  souls  called  him  to  action. 

J  After  having  satisfied  his  devotion,  he  departed 
for  Ancona,  a  town  on  the  Adriatic,  with  a  har- 
bour sufficiently  commodious,  with  the  design  of 
proceeding  to  Venice.    He  there  found  a  smaH 

■*  Charles  Aug.  of  Saks,  ibid.      f  Ibid.      $  Ibid, 
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vessel,  ready  to  jsail.  It  had  been  hired  purposely 
for  v&  lady  of  quality,  who  was  going  to  Venice, 
attended  by  a  considerable  retinue  of  servants  and 
dependants.  She  had  made  this  stipulation  with 
the  master,  who  perhaps  struck  with  the  appear- 
ance and  manners  of  the  young  Count,  or  induced 
by.  the  hopes  of  gain,  admitted  him  into  the  ship. 
The  lady  by  whom  the  vessel  had  been  exclusively 
hired,  came  soon  after,  and  perceiving  a  certain 
number  of  strangers,  who  belonged  not  to  her 
company,  discovered  much  discomposure,  and 
hastily  desired  the  master  to  dismiss  them.  The 
young  Count,  in  the  most  civil  manner,  entreated 
her  to  be  permitted  to  take  the  advantage  of  her 
vessel;  he  said,  that  he  had  only  three  servants,  and 
but  little  baggage ;  that  he  should  not  be  trouble- 
some ;  that  he  should  be  satisfied  with  any  part  of 
the  vessel,  which  she  should  be  pleased  to  assign; 
jhat  the  most  inconvenient  part  would  be  good 
enough  for  him,  and  that  he  was  in  great  danger 
of  being  detained  for  a  considerable  time,  if  she  did 
not  allow  him  the  honour  of  sailing  in  her  vessel. 
The  master  and  his  company,  joined  in  this  rational 
request.  But  the  unrelenting  temper  of  the  lady 
was  not  softened  by  these  entreaties ;  she  dismissed 
him  in  disgrace  from  the  ship,  and  seemed  much 
disposed  to  order  his  baggage  to  be  thrown  into 
the  sea.  The  Count  bore  this  affront  with  his 
usual  meekness.    His  preceptor  and  his  servants 
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discovered  a  degree  of  resentment,  which  they 
were  unable  to  conceal ;  but  the  Count,  with  that 
air  of  tranquillity,  which  never  left  him,  incuU 
cated  to  them  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  the 
will  of  God  ;  be  observed  that  those  things,  which 
happen  apparently  by  chance,  are  to  be  ascribed 
to  a  particular  order  of  Divine  Providence ;  and 
he  desired  them  to  recollect  what  had  taken  place 
at  Rome,  when  they  had  been  constrained  to  quit 
their  lodgings.  "  This  sea/'  added  he,  "  is  much 
subject  to  tempests ;  and  all  who  leave  this  port, 
are  not  to  expect  to  reach  their  destination/' 

The  event  justified  his  prediction.  The  sky 
was  serene,  the  air  tranquil,  the  wind  favourable, 
the  sea  calm;  and  every  circumstance  appeared 
to  promise  a  prosperous  voyage.  Suddenly  after 
their  departure,  the  wind  changed  to  a  contrary 
direction,  and  became  extremely  violent;  .the  sky 
was  overcast  with  dark  clouds,  and  a  most  tre- 
mendous storm  took  place.  The  ship  was  exposed 
to  the  fury  of  the  waves,  and  made  the  utmost 
efforts  to  return  to  port,  but  without  success ;  *  it 
sunk  in  the  sight  of  the  Count  and  his  servants, 
who  were  viewing  it  from  the  beach,  and  every 
person  on  board  perished. 


*  Charles  Augustus  of  Sales,  ibid. 
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This  mournful  spectacle  afforded  the  Count 
an  additional  motive,  to  place  all  his  confidence  in 
God,  and  to  abandon  himself  without  reserve,  to 
the  orders  of  His  Providence.  He  considered 
with  admiration,  how  that  beneficent  Providence, 
conducts  all  events  to  their  destined  dose,  by 
ways,  which  are  imperceptible  and  unknown  to 
the  prudence  of  men ;  how  that,  which  appears 
the  effect  of  chance,  the  fortuitous  result  of 
second  causes,  and  which  seems  contrary  to  all 
the  rules  of  human  wisdom,  is  very  wisely  or- 
dained, and  always  displays  either  the  mercy  or 
the  justice  of  the  Almighty. 

*  In  the  mean  time,  the  tempest  ceased ;  th* 


air  became  calm,  the  sea  was  unruffled,  and  the 
Count  found  an  opportunity  of  embarking.  The 
hope  of  a  prosperous  voyage,  diffused  joy  among 
the  passengers.  The  master,  the  sailors,  and  the 
whole  company,  thought  only  of  amusement  and 
festivity :  the  Count  alone,  whose  preconceptions 
were  seldom  without  foundation,  appeared  pensive, 
and  took  no  part  in  what  was  passing  in  the  vessel. 
His  preceptor  observed  his  conduct,  and  asked  for 
an  explanation.  "  I  am  filled,"  replied  he,  "  with 
astonishment,  to  see,  that,  while  a  plank  only  of 
an  inconsiderable  thickness,  separates  us  from  the 


*  Ibid. 
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abyss,  these  persons  can  indulge  in  such  excessive 
joy.  We  have  just  witnessed  a  fatal  shipwreck; 
nothing  can  bfe  more  subject  to  change  than  the 
sea  ;  this  gulph  is  khown  to  be  much  exposed  to 
storms;  and' who  can  assure  us  that  we  are  not 
threatened  with  a  disaster,  similar  to  that  which 
has  taken  place  before  our  eyes  ?  "  Let  lis  address 
our  prayers/*  added  he,  "to  Him  who  com- 
mands the  winds  and  the  sea,  and  leave  to  others, 
the  indulgence  of  profane  mirth,  so  little  suitable 
to  the  situation  in  which  we  are  placed."  His 
preceptor,  who  had  a  high  esteem  for  bis  virtue, 
and  was  hirfiself  a  man  of  singular  piety,  asked 
him  to  recite  with  him  the  Divine  office.  Scarce 
had  they  begun  their  devotions,  when  the  master, 
whd  observed  their  proceeding,  began  to  turn 
them  into  ridicule,  declaring,  that  monks  and 
devotees  had  always  brought  him  some  disaster. 
The  wind  suddenly  changed,  and  a  storm  scarce 
inferior  in  violence,  to  that  which  had  before  hap- 
pened, shortly  took  place.  The  mirth,  which  had 
prevailed  On  board,  was  now  converted  into  fear 
and  despair ;  not  one  of  the  passengers  was  so 
preposterously  bold,  as  to  decline  the  resource  of 
fervent  prayer.  The  master,  persisting  ;n  his 
savage  Conduct,  and  uttering  the  most  horrid 
blasphemies,  declared  that  his  predictions  had 
been  verified ;  that  these  reciters  of  long  prayers 
had  brought  on  the  storm,  and  that  they  ought  to 
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be  thrown  into  the  sea.  The  Count's  preceptor, 
whose  feelings  were  naturally  acute,  was  much 
struck  at  his  insolence;  and  wished  to  make  some 
reply,  and  reprove  him  for  his  blasphemies ;  but  the 
Count  checked  him  in  the  attempt,  by  observing 
that  any  remonstrance  would  serve  only  to  exas- 
perate  the  evil;  and  suffered  with  incredible 
patience  the  injurious  language,  which  he  con- 
tinued to  hold. 

The  ship  was  however  preserved  from  the  vio- 
lence of  the  sea ;  the  storm  ceased,  and  the  company 
arrived  safe  at  the  harbour  of  Catholica.  The 
master  could  riot  conceal  the  joy,  which  he  expe- 
rienced on  his  wonderful  escape  from  the  danger 
he  had  encountered;  and  the  Count  availed  him- 
self of  this  moment  of  transport,  to  reprove  him 
for  the  blasphemies  which  he  had  uttered.  He 
spoke  to  him  with  much  energy  on  the  subject, 
and  at  the  same  time,  with  great  mildness.  The 
brutal  disposition  of  this  man,  did  not  prevent  him 
from  observing,  that  the  Count,  insensible  to  every 
consideration,  but  the  offence  against  God,  said 
nothing  of  the  personal  injuries  against  himself; 
he  could  not  but  admire  such  consummate  mode- 
ration ;  he  accused  himself  of  what  the  Count 
had  omitted  to  lay  to  his  charge,  he  cast  himself  at 
his  feet,  humbly  asked  his  pardon,  and  promised 
to  amend  his  conduct.    It  is  thus  that  a  season- 


Digitized  by 


OF  SALES.     BOOK  1. 


65 


able  and  gentle  reproof  is  generally  attended  with 
the  desired  effect  An  inattention  to  the  circum- 
stance of  time,  and  a  hasty  manner,  will  render  all 
reprehension  wholly  useless.  There  is  no  remedy,  t 
which  a  patient  may  npt  be  induced  to  take,  if 
the  unpleasant  bitterness,  which  accompanies  it,  be 
skilfully  removed. 

The  company  soon  embarked  again,  and  arrived 
safe  at  Venice.  The  Count  staid  there  long  enough 
to  survey  the  curiosities  of  that  celebrated  city, 
and  to  be  enabled  to  comply  with  his  father's 
wishes  in  giving  an  exact  relation  of  what  he 
observed.*  There  are  few  cities  in  the  world  more 
frequented  by  foreigners;  whose  attention  is  at- 
tracted by  the  striking  situation  of  the  place,,  its 
extent,  its  magnificence,  and  the  uncontrolled 
liberty,  which  there  prevails.  The  Count  there 
met  some  gentlemen  of  Savoy  and  Piedmont,  who 
like  himself,  had  been  induced  to  visit  this  place, 
so  distinguished  by  its  curiosities.  They  were 
subjects  of  the  same  prince,  and  they  soon  formed 
an  acquaintance;  but  the  Coupt  perceiving  that 
they  indulged  in  the  dissipation  and  debauchery^ 
which  prevail  with  less  Restraint  at  Venice  than  ia 
other  places,  was  soon  led ,  by  the  gravity  of  his, 
manners  to  break  off  a  connection,  which  was  acci- 

*  Cbarle*  Aug.  of  Sales,  ibid. 
^TOL.  I.  E 
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dentally  formed,  aitdby  nb  meatis  suj^brtefl  by  a 
similitude  of  dispositions.  One' of  the 4  number 
gained  his  confidence;  but  not  havfaig  sufficient 
strength  to  avoid  the  fatal  occasions  of  vice,  and 
to  resist  the  torrent  of  example,  he  stton  proved 
unworthy  of  his  friendship.  The  Count  received 
information,  which  left  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  that 
unable  to  resist  the  arts  of  bad  company,  he  had 
spteht  *&e  night  m  a,  place  of  debauchery,  which 
had  been  the  scenfeof  fe'very  excess ;  he  accordingly 
determined  to  have  ho  ferther  cortlihunication  with 
a  person  of  his  chatfactef.  But  still  entertaining 
$reat  compassion  fbt  a  soul,  in  which  he  had  ob- 
sfervetf' great  ihdtc'atldhs  of  virtue,  he  resolved  to 
s^irS1  ife'paih^io  Vfeciie  him  frohi  the  danger,  iir 
WhrSR'Mfe  wks  mvblVed.  !  He  spoke  to  him  with 
£reai  *  '^bfe^gy  bit the  %tal  effects  of  ftnpurity ;  on 
{he1  puiii^hmerit*  Svhi(&  Gbd  inflicts  on  this  Vice/ 
both  in  this  and1  thfetiext  Iffe;  oh  final  impenitence, 
which  is  a  very  general  consequent  of  this  sin, 
wfr^re  the  habit  is  completely  formed ;  on  the  blrnd- 
liess  apd  hardness  bf  heatt,  which  aire J  its  insepar- 
able Attendants;  finally,  he  expatiated  on  every 
topic, J  Which  was  likely  to  prbduite  any  effect  on 
afcbtfl,1  that  still  retains  arf^  Tfear  df  <£od ;  but  W 
£fcrtifcukrly  dwelt  on  the  s^Vere  judgments, 'which 
are  £ron6Unced  against  iftosfe,  whb  f  ndtilge  in  such 
irfeguTjCrfties.   ~  *"*~ "   7~T~"  — - 
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God  blessed  the  charity  of  the  Count  with 
success  in  this  undertaking;  and  the  young  man, 
by  the  united  effect  of  Divine  grace,  and  such  pious 
endeavours,  was  reclaimed  to  a  sense  of  duty,  did 
penance  in  a  manner  proportioned  to  the  extent  of 
his  crime,  and  left  Venice,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
occasions,  which  might  have  produced  a  relapse 
into  his  former  disorders. 

*The  Count  likewise  left  Venice  soon  after  ; 
and  having  completed  his  tour  of  Italy,  arrived 
safe  at  the  Castle  of  Tuille,  where  his  family,  ap- 
prised of  his  return,  had  gone  to  receive  him.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  describe  the  joy  of  the  Count 
and  Countess  of  Sales  on  this  interesting  occasion* 
The  accounts,  which  they  had  received  of  their 
son,  and  their  own  observations  contributed  equally 
to  enhance  their  gratification.  He  was  at  that 
time  twenty-six  years  old;  and  it  may  safely  be 
pronounced,  that  it  would  not  have  been  easy  to 
find  a  man  more  accomplished.  In  person  he  was 
tall  and  well  proportioned;  his  constitution  was 
strong,  his  voice  sonorous,  his  features  regular, 
his  appearance  engaging ;  and  a  general  mildness, 
which  marked  his  countenance  and  his  manpers, 
rendered  the  impression  in  his  favour  irresistible. 
The  progress  of  this  narrative,  apd  the  succeeding 


*  Ibid. 
e  2 
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parts  of  this  history,  will  incontestably  prove,  that 
this  is  by  no  means  a  flattering  portrait.*  His  mind 
corresponded  with  the  attractions  of  his  person ; 
his  parts  were  solid,  lively  and  penetrating;  and 
he  had  neglected  no  species  of  culture,  which  could 
improve  their  natural  vigour.  He  was  well  vers- 
ed in  languages,  in  philosophy,  in  theology,  in  the 
canon  and  civil  laws ;  and  so  far  from  having 
neglected  the  study  of  polite  literature,  and  of 
eloquence,  he  had  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  mas- 
ters, who  had  taught  him  the  secret  of  the  difficult 
art  of  persuasion ;  and  had  made  such  a  progress, 
as  assuredly  rendered  him  one  of  the  most  eloquent 
men  of  his  age.  He  spoke  in  public  in  the  most 
graceful  manner,  and  won  by  his  mild  and  insi- 
nuating address,  those  whom  his  public  discourses 
were  unable  to  soften.  The  applause  which  he 
received  at  Paris,  and  at  the  court  of  France,  the 
very  intricate  kinds  of  business  which  he  con- 
ducted with  success,  the  seventy-two  thousand  Cal- 
vinists,f  whom  he  converted,  will  remove  all  doubt 
concerning  the  truth,  of  what  is  here  advanced. 
His  profound  humility  induced  him  to  conceal  a 
part  of  his  great  talents,  and  to  rob  himself  of  the 
glory  due  to  his  acquirements.    The  artless  sim- 


*    Letter  of  the  Mother  de  Chantal,  to  the  Rev. 
P.  D.  John  of  St.  Franc. 

f  Bull  of  Canonization. 


Digitized  by 


OF  SALES.     BOOK  I.  69 

plicity  of  bis  appearance,  a  continual  attention  to 
do  nothing  for  the  purpose  of  attracting  the  esteem 
'of 'men,  his  retired  manner  of  life,  which  excluded 
all  noise  and  splendor,  have  concealed  from  pub- 
lic view  a  great  share  of  his  eminent  qualities ;  but 
the  readers  of  this  history  will  find  sufficient  proof 
to  convince  them,  that  he  was  one  of  the  gtea^test 
prelates  that  God  ever  bestowed  on  his  church. 
As  however  the  saint  is  not  formed  by  the  external 
graces  of  person,  not  even  by  the  qualities  of  the 
mind,  but  by  the  good  use,  which  is  made  of  the 
gifts  of  God,  it  becomes  necessary  to  add,  that  the 
heart  of  Francis  was  upright,  pure,  without  guile, 
sincere  and  disinterested,  perfectly  submissive  to 
the  orders  of  Divine  Providence;  that  he  inva- 
riably sought  God  in  all  things ;  that  his  grand 
concern  was  to  please  Him ;  that  he  was  raised  far 
above  the  tnean  desire  of  flattering  the  vanity  or 
the  passions  of  men ;  that  he  was  generous,  in- 
trepid, willing  to  face  the  most  imminent  dangers, 
and  incapable  of  yielding  to  the  impressions  of  fear, 
even  when  death  was  in  view,  and  that  his  conduct 
was  marked  with  that  meekness,  which  no  provo- 
cation could  ever  subdue.  Among  these  striking 
qualities,  not  one  is  so  generally  ascribed  to  him, 
as  the  last.  But  it  is  universally  known,  that  it 
was  by  no  means  his  natural  disposition,  but  that 
he  had  acquired  it  with  much  difficulty,  and  after 
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many  combats  and  victories  over  himself.  We 
have  his  own  authority  for  relating,  that  he  wtts 
naturally  warm  and  passionate;  indeed  a  certain 
fire  and  impetuosity  observable  in  his  writings, 
place  the  fact  beyond  a  doubt ;  and  the  petrifaction 
of  his  gall,  which  was  discovered  after  his  death, 
waa  considered  as  an  incontestable  proof  of  the 
violence,  which  he  had  offered  to  his  own  temper. 
But  by  long  application  in  the  School  of  a  God, 
who  was  meek  and  humble  of  heart,  he  learned  this 
perfection.  He  made  that  his  favourite  virtue, 
which  cost  him  the  most  labour,  and  to  which  his 
natural  inclinations  were  the  least  disposed.  Grace 
bestowed  what  nature  had  withheld.  It  must  abso- 
lutely have  transformed  him  into  a  new  man ;  but 
nothing  is  impossible  to  grace,  if  it  finds  access  to 
such  a  docile  heart,  §s  Solomon  asked  of  God, 
when  he  ranked  it  among  the  greatest  blessings, 
which  could  be  conferred.  From  these  principles, 
and  from  this  source  have  sprung  those  virtuous 
actions,  those  holy  projects,  those  elevated  mo- 
tives, which  the  reader  must  already  have  remarked, 
and  which  will  appear  in  still  greater  lustre,  in  the 
course  of  the  following  history. 

*  Scarce  had  Francis  of  Sales  recovered  fram  the 
fatigue  of  his  travels,  when  the  Count,  his  father, 


*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales,  ibid. 
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5Uggest€4,to  liim  the  propriety  rf«<^^o>A#ncb|r, 
to  pay  his  respects  to  Claud  Granier,  the  bishop  of 
Geneva.    This  was  a  pious  and  learned  prelate, 
endowed  with  apostolic  meekness  and  simplicity, 
who  di#flted  the  whole  force  of  his  mind  to  the 
functions  of  the  sacred  ministry,  and  was  an  inti- 
mate friend  of  the  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales. 
Possessed  neither  of  costly  furniture,  nor  equipage, 
and  hplding  in  profound  contempt  the  pomp  and 
splendor,  which  have  been  introduced  into  the  church 
in  the  latter  ages,  he  still  gained  the  respect  and 
reyerence  of  all  classes;  to  the  clergy,  to  the 
nobility,  and  to  the  people,  he  was  an  object  of 
veneration;  and  without  any  other  recommenda- 
tion, but  what  he  derived  from  his  character,  he 
governed  that  great  diocese,  with  an  authority 
which  temporal  advantages  could  never,  ensure. 
He  received  the  young  Count  in  that  kind  and  affa- 
ble manner,  which  accompanied  every  action  of  bis 
life ;  he  conversed  long  with  him,  and  conceived  such 
an  jesteem  for  his  character,  that  he  began  to  wish 
for  a  successor,  who  should  bear  a  resemblance 
io  him.    The  venerable  bishop  was  struck  with 
tffe  appearance  of  his  youth,  which  was  dignified 
with  aauucommon  degree  of  knowledge,  and  with 
YPfy  great  natural  aiid  acquired  qualities,  and  ?t 
^  same,  tjme,  displayed  that  modesty,  thft 
rpjM>rve,  that  character  of  virtue  and  discretion, 
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which  strongly  marked  his  actions  and  his  conver- 
sation. ^ 

The  interview  which  had  already  lasted  some 
time,  would  not  have  been  soon*  interrupted,  if 
the  bishop  had  not  been  told  that  his  theologians 
were  assembled,  and  that  they  were  waiting  for  his 
Lordship,  in  order  to  commence  the  examination  of 
some  candidates  for  vacant  benefices.  This  able 
and  prudent  prelate,  made  choice  of  none  for  such 
places,  but  those  who  -were  properly  qualified  * 
virtue  and  learning  formed  the  sole  recommenda- 
tion, to  which  he  paid  any  regard.  The  young 
Count  wished  to  retire,  as  he  thought  it  not  be- 
coming that  a  layman,  with  a  sword  by  his  side, 
should  make  his  appearance  in  such  an  assembly ; 
but  the  holy  bishop  detained  him,  and  placed  hito 
in  a  seat  next  to  his  own.  "  Perhaps/'  said  he, 
"  you  will  not  be  so  useless  as  you  imagine,  in 
resolving  questions  which  may  be  proposed.'* 
The  discussion  began,  and  as  it  frequently  hap* 
pens  on  such  occasions,  there  was  much  diversity 
of  sentiment  on  certain  questions,  which  produced 
an  animated  dispute.  The  Count  listened  with 
great  attention,  but  without  discovering  any  indi- 
cation of  a  wish  to  deliver  his  sentiments.*  The 
bishop  however  called  for  his  opinion,  he  modestly 

*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales,  ibid. 
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declined  to  give  it ;  but  as  the  invitation  was  re- 
peated, he  unfolded  the  difficulty  proposed  with 
sueh  penetration  and  neatness,  that  the  whole  com- 
pany followed  his  decision.  The  surprize  was 
great,  to  see  a  young  nobleman,  who  was  supposed 
to  be  engaged  in  pursuits  congenial  to  his  rank, 
capable  of  resolving  difficulties,  which  had  per- 
plexed so  many  doctors.  The  bishop  said  to  him, 
€€  I  had  reason,  sir,  to  say,  that  your  presence  would 
not  be  so  useless,  as  your  modesty  induced  you  to 
suppose."  *  After  the  conference  was  concluded, 
he  observed,  to  those  who  were  present,  that  this 
young  nobleman  had  too  much  virtue  and  learning, 
to  remain  long  in  the  world;  that  he  felt  a  pre- 
conception, that  he  would  one  day  be  his  successor, 
and  that  he  hoped  God  in  his  goodness  would 
bestow  such  a  favour  on  his  diocese.  This  re- 
flection rendered  the  Count  extremely  dear  to  the 
worthy  bishop,  who  always  called  him  his  son ; 
and  from  that  period  a  connection  of  the  most  in- 
timate nature  subsisted  between  them,  which  was 
dissolved  only  by  the  death  of  that  excellent 
prfelate. 

But  the  Count  of  Sales  had  very  different  views 
for  the  establishment  of  his  son ;  his  plan  was  to 
engage  him  in  the  world  by  marriage,  and  by  pro- 


*  Ibid. 
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curing  for  him  the  rank  of  senator,  in  the  senate 
©f  Chamberry;  a  dignity,  which  he  hoped  to  be 
soon  able  to  ensure.  For  this  reason,  he  made 
Jjim  a  proposal  to  go  and  commence  advocate  in 
the  senate  of  Savoy;  he  gave  him  letters  for  this 
purpose  to  the  celebrated  Antony  Favre,  a  man 
of  senatorian  rank,  who  was  closely  connected 
with  the  house  of  Sales,  and  begged  this  eminent 
magistrate,  to  concur  with  his  son  in  the  attain- 
ment of  his  object. 

Such  a  plan  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to  the 
secret  intentions  of  the  young  Count,  nor  com- 
patible with  the  engagement  which  he  had  made 
to  God,  with  the  vow  of  perpetual  chastity  by 
which  he  had  bound  himself  at  Paris,  and  which 
he  had  renewed  at  Loretto,  nor  with  the  resolu- 
tion, with  which  he  believed  the  Almighty  had 
inspired  him  of  embracing  the  ecclesiastical  state. 
He  was  fully  determined  to  accomplish  these 
obligations ;  and  believed  that  his  object  might 
be  compassed  with  more  facility,  as  the  Count  of 
Sales  had  several  younger  children,  who  would 
hasten  to  possess  the  advantages,  which  he  had 
predetermined  to  relinquish.  But  the  peculiar 
regard,  which  he  felt  for  his  father,  did  not  per- 
mit him  at  that  time,  to  oppose  his  designs.  He 
believed  that  he  might  take  the  step  required, 
without  detriment  to  the  resolution,  which  he  had 
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formed  of  dedicating  himself  wholly  to  God,  and 
that  a  future  opportunity  would  arrive,  when 
he  might  come  to  an  explanation  with  his 
'ftther. 

*  With  these  views  he  proceeded  to  Chamberry. 
Antony  Favre,  who  was  the  greatest  ornament  of 
the  senate  of  Savoy,  and  was  afterwards  its  first 
president,  received  him  with  that  attention,  due 
to  the  son  of  his  dearest  friends.  He  furnished 
him  with  apartments  in  his  house,  and  allotted  to 
him  several  hours  of  his  time  in  the  day,  to  pre- 
pare him  for  his  admission  to  the  honour,  of  which 
he  was  in  pursuit.  He  imagined  that  the  young 
Count  would  be  in  great  want  of  his  assistance; 
but  he  found  that  his  calculation  was  erroneous. 
He  therefore  introduced  him  without  delay  to 
Pobel,  the  first  president,  and  to  the  whole  senate; 
who  received  him  with  every  mark  of  esteem,  and 
commissioned  the  senator  Crassus,  to  undertake 
the  task  of  his  examination.  This  was  performed 
with  the  utmost  rigour ;  but  that  circumstance 
served  only  to  place  his  abilities  in  a  more  con* 
spumous  light.  For  Crassus  made  a  very  advan- 
tageous report  to  the  senate  of  the  result  of  his 
researches,  and  the  young  Count  was  admitted  to 
the  rank  of  advocate  with  an  unusual  degree  of 


*  Ibid. 
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applause.  On  the  day  of  his  reception,  he  ha- 
rangued the  senate  in  a  strain  of  eloquence,  which 
excited  universal  admiration ;  f  and  the  rumour 
which  had  been  circulated,  that  he  was  soon  to 
be  honoured  with  the  dignity  of  senator,  attracted 
congratulations  from  every  quarter.  But  God, 
who  had  different  designs  on  him,  gave  him  an 
ample  compensation  for  the  privation  of  tliis  ho- 
nour, in  his  intimate  connection  with  the  senator 
Antony  Favre.  This  distinguished  magistrate, 
usually  known  by  the  title  of  Baron  of  Peroges, 
was  a  native  of  Bourges,  in  the  province  of  Bresse ; 
he  had  studied  at  Turin,  under  the  celebrated 
Anthony  Manucius ;  and  such  were  his  attain- 
ments, that  he  was  deservedly  ranked  among  the 
greatest  men  of  his  age.  On  his  return  to  Savoy, 
his  merit  made  him  known  to  the  Duke  his  Sove- 
reign, who  gave  him  very  considerable  employ- 
ments. The  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged 
the  functions  annexed  to  these,  led  to  higher  pro- 
motion. He  was  chief  justice  of  Bresse,  before 
the  union  of  that  province  to  France ;  president 
of  the  council  of  Genevois,  senator,  and  finally, 
-  president  of  the  senate  of  Chamberry.  The  most 
secret  transactions  of  the  state  were  entrusted  to 
his  management  ;  and  he  invariably  conducted 
them  with  that  integrity  and  prudence,  which  coil- 

f  Ibid. 
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stantly  ensured  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
sovereign.  The  works  with  which  he  has  fa* 
voured  the  world,  are  incontestable  monuments  of 
his  knowledge.  His  piety  corresponded  with  his 
talents ;  and  this  degree  of  merit  produced  such 
an  intimate  connection  with  Francis  of  Sales,  as 
no  event  could  ever  dissolve.  The  effects  of  this 
friendship  will  appear  in  the  following  history. 

The  young  Count,  a  few  days  after  his  admission 
to  the  rank  of  advocate,  left  Chamberry;  but  on 
his  return  he  experienced  in  the  wood  of  Sonnas  an 
accident,  which  deserves  to  be  recorded.  As  he 
was  engaged  in  close  conversation  with  his  pre- 
ceptor, who  has  already  been  mentioned,  his  horse 
suddenly  stumbled  to  that  degree,  that  though  an 
experienced  horseman,  he  was  brought  to  the 
ground.  *  The  same  circumstance  happened 
thrice  before  he.  left  the  wood,  though  he  expe- 
rienced no  hurt  or  inconvenience  from  the  fall ; 
but  as-  often  as  he  attempted  to  place  himself  again 
on  horseback,  he  observed  that  the  violence  of  his 
fall  had  shaken  his  sword  from  the  scabbard, 
that  the  scabbard  was  separated  from  the  belt,f 
and  that  at  each  time  the  sword  and  scabbard 
formed  a  cross  as  exactly,  as  if  they  had  been  de- 
signedly placed  in  that  position. 


*  Ibid.  t  Ibid. 
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Francis  perceived  the  circumstance,  and  told 
his  preceptor  to  remark  it :  he  was  at  that 'time, 
and  indeed  in  every  part  of  his  life  extremely  re- 
mote from  superstition;  but  his  attention  was 
constantly  directed  to  every  event,  which  by  any 
construction  could  indicate  the  Divine  will.  He 
believed  that  God  had  suggested  to  him  by  this  cir^ 
cumstance,  which  is  indeed  somewhat  singular,  that 
he  was  not  to  proceed  in  forming  any  engagement 
in  the  world;  that  he  waa  called  to  follow  the 
Cross ;  and  that  this  extraordinary  'adventure  was 
permitted  for  the  purpose  of  reminding  him  of  the 
resolution,  which  he  had  formed  of  leaving  the 
world,  and  of  embracing  the  ecclesiastical  state> 
He  now  for  the  first  time  communicated  his  design 
to  his  preceptor,  begged  him  to  open  it  to  the 
Count  of  Sales,  and  to  omit  no  means  in  his  power 
to  obtain  his  consent.  < 

Hie  very  exemplary  piety,  which  had  hitherto 
shone  in  the  conduct  of  Francis,  might  have  pre- 
pared the  preceptor,  to  hear  such  a  proposal  with-i 
out  surprise;  he  w;as  however  as  much  embar- 
rassed'with  it,  as  if  he  had  never  had  any  reason 
to  expect  such  an  occurrence.  Ashe  was  a  man 
distinguished  by  piety  and  learning,  he  was  afraid 
on  one  side  of  opposing  the  will  of  God,  by  di- 
verting the  young  Count  from  the  execution  of 
his  design ;  on  the  other  hand,  his  attachment  to 
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the  house  of  Sales  was  strong,  ^d  he  could  not 
bfc  induced  to  approve  a  resolution,  which  defeated 
all  the  *views  of  that  illustrious  family  in  the  edu* 
cation  of  the  young  Count;  His  embarrassment 
made  him  observe  at  first  a  profound  silence ;  he 
ventured  at  length  to  speak,  and  represent  the 
de£p  affliction,  into  which  such  a  plan  would 
phinge  the  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales,  together 
wfth'  the  whole  family,  who  looked  up  to  him  as 
their  future  support;  that  with  this  view  he  had 
attained  every  accomplishment,  which  his  studies 
aiid  trayels  could  supply ;  that  no  expence  had 
been  spared  to  qualify  him  to  support  the  dignity 
of  his  illustrious  house ;  that  they  had  every  reason 
to  depend  upon  him,  as  he  was  the  eldest  son,  and 
W*s  possessed  of  every  quality  necessary  to  realize 
thte  great  hopes,  which  had  been  conceived  of 
his  future  eminence.  In  addition  to  these  motives 
of  interest,  the  preceptor  proceeded  to  observe, 
with  much  energy,  that  the  designation  of  children 
to  any  particular  state,  by  the  will  of  parents,  must 
ever  be  considered  as  a  vocation  from  heaven; 
when  such  a  state  is  not  incompatible  with  a  due 
reg&rd  to  religion  and  the  salvation  of  their  souls; 
that  God,  who  is  not  less  the  author  of  nature  than 
of  grace,  never  indicates  his  adorable  will  with 
tfiore  certainty  and  effect,  than  by  the  natural  order 
of  things,  when  it  is  properly  attended  to ;  that  in 
*  every  period  of  the  world,  the  eldest  sons  have 
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been  destined  to  support  and  perpetuate  families,  of  ~ 
which  they  are  justly  considered  the  leading  mem- 
bers; that  if  it  is  not  lawful  for  children  to  dis- 
pose of  any  part  of  the  property;  appropriated  to 
their  use,  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  their  parents, 
much  less  can  it  be  endured,  that  they  should  dis- 
pose of  their  persons,  in  defiance  of  their  wishes., 
and  in  a  manner  incompatible  with  the  general 
good  of  their  families ;  that  nothing  is  more  es- 
*  sentially  the  real  property  of  parents,  than  the  chil- 
dren, whom  they  have  brought  into  life;  that 
their  right  in  this  instance  is  clearly  inalienable; 
and  that  no  one  should  adopt  the  fatal  opinion, 
that  a  vain  imagination,  perhaps  a  capricious  sally, 
which  may  be  followed  by  repentance,  can  ever 
justify  him,  in  withdrawing  himself  from  that  sub- 
jection, which  originates  in  nature,  or  the  order 
established  by  God.  With  the  same  force,  he 
continued  to  remark,  that  persons  with  the  best 
intentions,  are  often  deceived  in  their  choice  of  a 
state  of  life ;  that  a  man  might  imagine  he  was 
obeying  the  dictates  of  heaven,  when  in  reality  he 
was  gratifying  his  own  inclinations ;  that  self-love 
is  always  to  be  distrusted ;  that  it  assumes  every 
form,  and  insinuates  itself  imperceptibly  into  the 
best  purposes,  where  it  is  little  expected  to  reside ; 
that  many  persons  who  believe  they  are  renouncing 
the  world,  become  in  fact  more  devoted  to  them- 
selves ;  that  after  every  consideration  which  could 
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be  given  to  the  business,  he  did  not  believe,  that 
in  order  to  belong  to  God/and  obtain  eternal  hap- 
piness, it  was  necessary,  in  opposition.to  the  wishes 
of  parents,  by  whom  he  was  tenderly  beloved, 
to  embrace  the  ecclesiastical  state ;  that  all  Chris- 
tians, as  such,  without  adding  to  the  obligations 
of  the  state,  in  which  Divine  Providence  had 
placed  them,  are  called  to  the  practice  of  superior 
sanctity ;  that  the  Gospel  is  the  most  perfect  of  all 
codes,  and  that  it  is  sufficient  to  follow  its  rules 
implicitly,  to  become  a  great  saint ;  that  it  is  a 
gross  mistake  to  imagine,  that  salvation  is  unat- 
tainable in  the  world;  that  Heaven  is  peopled  with 
saints,  who  had  lived  in  public  life ;  that  as  for 
him,  he  had  less  reason  to  relinquish  the  comforts 
of  society,  as  God  had  made  him  the  heir  of  a 
family,  distinguished  by  its  piety,  in  which  he  had 
always  observed,  and  would  continue  to  witness 
the  brightest  examples  of  virtue;  and  that  so  far 
from  being  exposed  to  occasions  of  ruin,  he  would 
find  very  serious  obstacles  in  his  way,  if  ever  he 
should  be  unfortunately  disposed,  to  indulge  in 
irregularity  and  vice.  To  reasons,  which  may  be 
thought  sufficiently  numerous  and  powerful,  the 
preceptor  still  added,  that  it  would  be  a  singular 
occurrence,  if  all  virtuous  persons  were  to  adopt 
the  fancy  of  leaving  the  world;  that  mankind 
stood  in  need  of  striking  examples,  of  persons^ 
VOL.  i.  P 
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possessed  of  sufficient  fortitude  to  resist  the  torrent 
of  corruption  and  of  custom ;  that  so  far  from  ap- 
proving his  resolution,  from  a  desire  of  belonging 
entirely  to  God,  that  circumstance  induced  him  to 
combat  it,  because,  by  remaining  in  the  world, 
with  the  noble  sentiments,  which  the  Almighty  had 
given  him,  he  would  both  sanctify  himself,  and 
prove  instrumental  in  the  sanctification  of  others : 
that  St.  Lewis,  St.  Henry,  St.  Edward,  the  blessed 
Amadeus,  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  thousands  of 
others,  who  were  born  to  Sovereignty,  had  found 
in  the  world  such  obstacles  to  their  salvation,  as 
possibly  would  not  occui*  elsewhere,  and  still  had 
become  very  eminent  saints;  that  assuredly  he 
might  securely  walk  in  the  steps  of  such  distin- 
guished guides;  and  that  he  advised  him  with  all 
the  ardor  of  friendship  to  follow  their  example,  and 
to  show  a  more  delicate  regard  for  a  father  and 
mother,  by  whom  he  was  tenderly  beloved,  than  to 
adopt  a  resolution  which  was  sufficient  to  embitter 
and  shorten  their  days. 

The  young  Count,  who  had  imagined  that  his 
preceptor,  a  priest,  a  doctor  of  divinity,  and  a  man 
of  eminent  piety,  could  never  disapprove  the  choice 
of  that  state,  in  which  himself  was  engaged,  was 
not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  him  so  forcibly  combat 
the  resolution  which  he  had  taken,  of  leaving  the 
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world  to  live  only  for  God,  and  to  ensure  bis  sal- 
vation. He  looked  at  him  with  that  enchanting 
meekness,  which  was  always  found  irresistible,  and 
not  doubting  that  if  he  could  convince  him  of  the 
propriety  of  his  choice,  such  a  person  might  be 
rendered  instrumental  in  gaining  the  approbation 
of  the  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales,  who  shewed 
him  peculiar  confidence,  he  began  to  reproach  him 
in  the  most  gentle  and  friendly  manner.  "  What  1" 
exclaimed  he,  "Can  you  blame  a  resolution,  which 
you  have  yourself  adopted?  You  separated  your- 
self from  the  world ;  and  do  you  think  of  forcing 
me  into  that  turbulent  scene,  when  I  have  formed 
a  plan  of  retreating?  You  did  not  imagine  that 
you  could  save  your  soul  in  the  world,  and  still 
you  would  wish  me  to  try  the  experiment,  who 
have  so  much  less  virtue  than  yourself.  Where 
is  the  Evangelical  precept,  which  obliges  you 
to  love  your  neighbour  as  yourself?  Where  is 
the  tenderness  of  a  father,  and  the  sincerity  of 
a  friend?" 

His  preceptor,  who  bore  him  the  most  cordial 
affection,  felt  the  force  of  his  reproaches,  and 
wished  to  interrupt  him;  but  the  young  Count 
had  now  entered  with  warmth  into  the  subject, 
and  would  afford  him  no  opportunity  of  renewing 
his  remonstrances.  He  replied  very  distinctly  to 
f  2 
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every  topic,  which  had  been  used  to  oppose  his 
design,  and  closed  his  address  in  the  following 
manner :  "  Believe  me,  I  know  myself  but  too 
well;  it  is  true  I  am  young;  but  I  clearly  see, 
that  the  advantages  of  nature,  and  of  fortune,  to 
which  you  have  alluded,  serve  to  increase  the  dan- 
gers, to  which  we  are  all  but  too  much  exposed, 
with  respect  to  the  important  business  of  salva- 
tion. Those  with  which  I  am  surrounded,  are 
without  number;  many  are  open  to  my  view; 
others  lie  more  concealed.  I  know  full  well  that 
I  possess  real  virtue,  but  in  desire ;  and  that  I  carry 
within  me  the  sources  of  seduction  and  disorder, 
which  need  not  be  increased  by  the  blandishments 
of  the  world,  in  which  you  wish  to  engage  me  for 
•  life.  And  of  what  avail  will  all  my  endeavours  be, 
if  I  gain  the  whole  world,  find  lose  my  soul? 
There  is  one  clear  and  undeniable  fact  to  be  op- 
posed to  the  whole  of  your  reasoning,  which  is, 
that  God  has  long  given  me  a  rooted  aversion  for 
the  enjoyments  of  the  world;  He  has  favoured  me 
with  the  grace  of  preferring  His  fear  and  His  love 
to  every  other  consideration.  Do  not  oppose  the 
execution  of  a  design  which  He  has  inspired. 
Rather  advance  a  step  farther ;  assist  me  in  car- 
rying it  into  effect;  and  as  I  foresee  that  the 
greatest  obstacles  will  arise  from  those  to  whom  I 
am  indebted  for  my  existence,  and  to  whom,  after 
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God,  I  owe  the  greatest  respect,  labour  to  gain 
them,  and  spare  me  the  pain  of  taking  any  step, 
which  might  be  followed  by  their  displeasure." 

The  preceptor  was  extremely  affected  with  the 
young  Count's  address.  He  admired  in  a  person 
of  his>ge,  that  profound  contempt  for  the  alluring 
and  seductive  charms  of  the  world,  that  firmness 
in  resisting  the  tender  feelings  of  nature ;  and  con- 
vinced that  his  pupil  was  called  to  the  highest 
perfection,  he  replied,  that  God  was  his  witness, 
that  his  salvation  was  as  dear  to  him  as  his  own, 
and  that  he  absolutely  made  no  distinction  between 
the  interests  of  his  soul  and  those  of  his  own ;  but 
that  different  advice  must  be  applied  to  different 
cases ;  that  as  for  himself,  he  had  left  the  world, 
because  he  thought  he  could  not  secure  his  sal- 
vation amidst  its  dangers,  nor  did  he  feel  sufficient 
strength  to  resist  its  corruption ;  but  with  respect 
to  his  pupil,  the  practice  of  the  most  rigorous 
virtue,  which  he  had  constantly  observed  in  him, 
had  convinced  him,  that  he  might  remain  in  the 
world,  not  only  without  losing  his  soul,  but  with 
considerable  advantage  to  the  salvation  of  others, 
whom  his  example  would  engage  in  a  laudable 
course  of  virtue.  He  was  free  to  own,  that  the 
secret  attachment,  which  he  felt  to  the  sentiments 
of  the  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales,  so  opposite 
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to  those  of  their  son,  had  induced  him  to  combat 
the  choice  which  he  was  about  to  make ;  that  the 
honour  done  him  by  them,  in  confiding  his  person, 
the  dearest  object  of  their  affections,  to  his  care 
and  tuition,  demanded  on  his  part,  every  effort  to 
second  their  views  for  his  establishment ;  that  it 
was,  besides,  incontestably  true,  that  some  young 
persons  suffer  themselves  to  be  dazzled  by  false 
lights,  by  which  they  are  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  a  weak  and  ill  regulated  devotion,  and  that  they 
mistake  for  a  vocation  from  Heaven,  a  certain 
tenderness  arising  from  indiscreet  piety,  a  taste  for 
spiritual  things  which  has  no  solidity,  and  which 
but  too  frequently  brings  with  it  repentance  and 
despair,  that  terminate  in  excesses,  of  which  they 
would  never  have  been  guilty,  if  they  had  remained 
in  the  world;  that  the  knowledge,  which  he  had 
of  the  excellence  of  his  understanding,  of  the  stea- 
diness of  his  heart,  and  in  particular,  of  the  care 
with  which  he  preserved  his  baptismal  innocence, 
and  of  the  peculiar  graces  with  which  he  had  been 
favoured  in  many  dangerous  and  critical  con- 
junctures, inspired  fairer  hopes  with  respect  to 
his  vocation ;  that  he  was  determined  to  withdraw 
his  opposition ;  but  that  he  begged  to  decline 
the  task  of  making  the  proposal  to  his  parents  ; 
that  he  did  not  feel  himself  possessed  of  the  strength 
of  mind,  which  could  enable  him  to  give  them  so 
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severe  a  blow ;  that  he  judged  of  their  feelings  by 
his  own,  and  that  he  calculated  the  impression, 
which  such  a  proposal  would  make  on  them,  by 
what  he  had  himself  experienced. 

*  This  conversation  lasted  till  they  reached  the 
Castle  of  Tuille,  where  the  Count  and  Countess 
were  waiting  the  arrival  of  their  son.  The  young 
Count  there  found,  that  arrangements  had  been 
made,  which  were  very  opposite  to  his  own  plans. 
The  Count  of  Sales,  who  had  nothing  in  view, 
but  an  advantageous  match  for  his  son,  had  dur- 
ing his  absence  fixed  his  mind  for  the  purpose, 
on  a  young  lady  of  the  name  of  Vegy,  an  only 
daughter  of  the  Baron  of  Vegy,  a  counsellor  of 
state  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  chief  justice  of  the 
province  of  Chablais.  She  was  of  high  rank, 
"beautiful,  rich,  and  possessed  of  every  personal 
accomplishment:  and  there  was  not  a  nobleman  in 
Savoy,  who  would  not  have  considered  himself 
honoured  by  such  a  connection.  The  Count  of 
Sales  had  planned  this  match  for  his  son  with  the 
utmost  address;  he  considered  the  execution  of 
this  scheme,  as  a  master-piece  of  policy,  arid  he 
only  waited  for  the  return  of  the  young  Count,  to 


*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales,  ibid. 
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bring  to  a  conclusion  an  affair  which  was  to  ensure 
to  the  house  of  Sales,  wealth,  honour  and  credit. 
His  son  was  no  sooner  arrived,  than  he  made  the 
proposal,  and  told  him  to  be  in  readiness  for  the 
morrow,  to  go  with  him  to  ask  for  his  destined 
bride. 

This  was  a  stroke  of  thunder  to  the  young  Count. 
Often  was  he  on  the  point  of  declining  the  pro- 
posal, and  of  discovering  to  his  father,  the  secret 
design  which  he  had  conceived,  of  engaging  in  the 
church ;  but  as  often  was  he  prevented  by  the  force 
of  filial  respect.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
strong  indication  of  rudeness,  and  even  of  con- 
tempt towards  a  young  lady  of  rank,  to  commence 
a  courtship  with  a  premeditated  design  never 
to  contract  marriage;  whatever  reflections  natu- 
rally strike  an  ingenuous  mind  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, occurred  to  him  on  this  distressing 
occasion ;  but  the  extreme  mildness  of  his  temper, 
and  an  unconquerable  repugnance  to  thwart  the 
*  inclinations  of  his  father  in  this  delicate  conjunc- 
ture, deprived  him  of  the  power  of  explaining  his 
sentiments.  The  Count  of  Sales,  on  his  side,  could 
not  but  pejxeive  the  cold  reserve,  with  which  his 
son  received  a  proposition,  calculated  to  fill  him 
with  joy.  But  as  he  was  far  from  suspecting  the 
real  cause  of  such  an  appearance,  he  ascribed  it  t* 
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his  modesty ;  and  had  no  manner  of  doubt,  that 
the  charms  of  bis  intended  consort,  would  over- 
come that  indifference  which  he  believed  had  no 
real  cause.    On  the  day  of  their  departure,  the 
young  Count  had  not  the  courage  to  make  his 
father  acquainted  with  his  real  sentiments.  They 
were  courteously  received  at  the  Castle  of  Sallander, 
whither  the  Baron  of  Vegy  had  proceeded  to  con- 
clude the  marriage.  %  That  nobleman  was  highly 
delighted  with  his  intended  son-in-law ;  the  feel- 
ings of  his  daughter  were  still  stronger.  Never 
did  two  persons  appear  more  completely  formed 
for  each  other.    But  heaven  had  otherwise  dis- 
posed of  this  virtuous  and  accomplished  nobleman. 
The  young  Count  could  not  conceal  his  restraint ; 
and  his  manner  exhibited  such  marks  of  embarrass- 
ment, as  did  not  escape  the  observation  of  his 
father  ;  he  made  him  the  most  bitter  reproaches ; 
these  were  answered  only  by  a  bashful  silence. 
This  conduct,  so  little  expected  by  the  Count  of 
Sales,  obliged  him  to  depart  without  proceeding 
farther  in  the  business.    On  their  return  he  again 
spoke  to  his  son  in  more  bitter  terms  of  reproach ; 
the  young  Count  modestly  replied,  that  nothing 
could  possibly  excite  in  him  more  concern,  than 
the  uneasiifess  which  he  had  given  to  his  father. 
The  Countess  of  Sales,  who  bore  her  son  the 
most  cordial  affection,  employed  all  her  influence 
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to  engage  him  in  the  match,  but  without 
effect ;  all  the  friends  of  the  family  were  equally 
unsuccessful  in  their  endeavours ;  and  the  Count 
of  Sales/  after  so  many  fruitless  attempts,  was  left 
to  ruminate  in  silent  perplexity,  on  every  possible 
cause,  which  could  induce  his  son  to  decline  so 
advantageous  a  proposal. 

f  The  affair  assumed  a  still  more  unpleasant 
aspect,  when  the  Baron  of  Hermance  brought 
from  Turin  letters  patent  issued  by  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  who,  informed  of  the  intended  marriage  of 
the  young  Count,  gratuitously  bestowed  on  him 
the  rank  of,  senator,  in  the  senate  of  Chamberry. 
Francis  declined  the  honour  with  a  constancy, 
which  no  solicitations  could  shake.  The  Count 
of  Sales  discovered  on  this  occasion  a  degree  of 
displeasure,  which  the  tender  feelings  of  his  son 
could  no  longer  support.  The  young  Count,  there- 
fore, came  to  a  determination,  to  lay  open  his  real 
intentions;  and  for  this  purpose  he  applied  to  his 
cousin  Lewis  of  Sales,  a  canon  of  .the  cathedral  of 
Geneva,  whose  influence  over  the  mind  of  his 
father  he  knew  to  be  great. 

J  Lewis  of  Sales,  who  was  a  person  of  singular 
piety,  was  so  far  from  combating  his  design,  that 

*  Ibid.       f  Ibid.       i  Ibid. 
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he  gave  it  his  full  approbation,  and  promised 
every  assistance  in  his  power  in  carrying  it  into 
execution.  He  desired  only  to  have  a  little  time, 
to  recommend  it  to  God,  and  to  look  out  for  a 
favourable  conjuncture,  to  execute  an  affair  which  ' 
demanded  the  utmost  address.  *  In  taking  this 
precaution,  he  had  particular  views  of  his  own. 
Francis  Empereur,  provost  of  the  church  of 
Geneva,  and  senator  of  Chaniberry,  was  just  dead; 
by  his  demise  the  first  dignity  in  that  church  be- 
came vacant.  The  right  of  presentation  resided  in 
the  Pope.  Lewis  of  Sales  had  many  friends  at  the 
court  of  Rome,  whose  interest  he  employed  to 
solicit  the  vacant  benefice  for  the  young  Count ; 
and  as  his  request  was  well  attended  to,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  his  application.  The  most  singular 
part  of  the  transaction  was,  that  he  concealed  it 
entirely  from  Francis,  not  doubting  that  he  would 
consent  with  more  facility  to  accept  of  a  dignity, 
which  on  his  part  was  unsolicited. 

Lewis  of  Sales  was  not  deceived  in  calculating 
the  success  of  his  application  at  Rome ;  for  the 
bulls  shortly  arrived,  and  he  imparted  the  history 
of  the  transaction  to  the  young  Count.  But  he  was 
greatly  surprised  to  hear  his  declaration,  that  in 

*  Ibid. 
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embracing  the  ecclesiastical  state,  he  had  not  any 
view  to  obtain  preferment ;  that  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  live  on  his  patrimony ;  that  he  considered 
himself  unworthy  of  the  rank,  which  had  been 
secured  for  him;  that  it  would  be  extremely 
improper  so  suddenly  to  place  a  young  man,  like 
himself,  without  virtue  and  without  experience, 
who  had  not  bepn  tried  in  the  lower  stations, 
at  the  head  of  the  clergy  of  a  great  diocese, 
in  rank  next  to  the  bishop;  that  this  situa- 
tion was  more  suitable  to  his  cousin;  that  he 
begged  he  might  be  allowed  to  surrender  to  him 
his  right;  and  that  as  to  himself,  he  should  be 
satisfied  with  the  last  place  in  the  House  of  the 
Lord 

But  Lewis  of  Sales,  who  had  great  influence 
over  him,  replied,  with  a  tone  of  decision,  that 
he  admired  the  humility,  which  led  him  to  decline 
the  rank,  conferred  on  him  by  his  Holiness ;  that 
he  agreed  with  him,  that  it  was  improper  to  solicit 
preferment;  that  persons  should  wait,  till  they 
are  called  by  God  to  the  dignities  of  the  church ; 
but  that  it  would  be  very  censurable  obstinacy  to 
decline  them,  when  they  come  unsolicited ;  {hat  be 
knew  him  better  than  he  knew  himself;  that  God 
had  provided  this  favourable  conjuncture  to  fur- 
nish him  with  a  more  easy  and  expeditious  way  of 
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obtaining  the  consent  of  his  parents ;  that  he  begged 
to  be  trusted  with  the  management  of  the  affair ; 
that  he  would  be  resppnsible  for  the  event  in  the 
sight  of  God  and  man;  and  that  he  doubted 
not,  that  Divine  Providence  bad  some  design 
in  raising  him  so  suddenly,  and  without  his  own 
participation,  to  a  dignity  which  placed  him  so 
near  to  a  bishopric. 

It  was  by  no  means  a  part  of  the  young  Count's 
character,  to  adhere  pertinaciously  to  his  own  opi- 
nion :  he  yielded  to  truth,  whenever  he  discovered 
it,  and  often  to  authority,  when  there  was  nothing 
to  -excite  his  distrust,  and  it  was  found  sufficient 
to  guide  his  determination  *  The  reason  which 
had  been  alleged,  that  he  had  not  solicited  the 
provostship  of  the  church  of  Geneva,  and  his 
esteem  for  Lewis  of  Sales,  at  length  induced  him  to 
accept  the  situation.  No  sooner  had  he  given  his 
consent,  than  his  charitable  kinsman,  went  to  the 
Count  and  Countess  of  Sales,  and  requested  a  pri- 
vate interview.  He  shewed  them  the  bulls  for  the 
provostship 'of  the  church  of  Geneva,  which  he  had 
obtained  for  bis  cousin.  He  informed  them,  that 
some  time  past  Francis  had  communicated  to 


*  Charlea  Aug.  of  Sales,  ibid. 
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him  in  confidence,  a  design  which  he  had  formed 
of  renouncing  the  world,  and  of  engaging  in  the 
church ;  that  it  was  not  the  resolution  of  a  day,  but 
that  he  had  taken  it  from  his  earliest  youth ;  that 
it  was  in  pursuance  of  this  plan,  when  he  should 
be  old  enough  to  execute  it,  that  he  had  solicited 
their  permission  to  receive  the  tonsure ;  that  fully 
aware  of  the  respect  which  he  owed  to  his  parents, 
he  had  requested  him  to  obtain  their  consent:  that 
he  hoped  their  piety  would  not  suffer  them  to  raise 
any  obstacle  to  the  execution  of  a  plan,  which 
God  inspired,  as  in  this  scheme  their  son  sought 
only  his  own  salvation ;  that  he  left  them  only 
because  he  preferred  heaven  to  earth,  and  the 
service  of  God  to  that  of  the  world ;  that  it  was 
the  greatest  return,  which  could  be  made  them  in 
this  life,  for  their  uncomjnon  care  in  inspiring  him 
with  the  earliest  impressions  of  piety ;  that  besides, 
he  felt  himself  obliged  to  inform  them,  that  their 
son  was  so  completely  confirmed  in  this  resolution, 
as  to  be  absolutely  unshaken;  that  their  efforts  to 
oppose  it  would  be  without  effect ;  that  they  might 
themselves  form  an  accurate  judgment  from  what 
had  happened,  as  it  was  only  with  a  view  to  exe- 
cute this  purpose,  that  he  had  declined  the  advan- 
tageous match,  which  they  had  planned,  and  the 
rank  of  senator,  which  the  Duke  of  Savoy  had  so 
liberally  bestowed. 
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*  Never  was  such  surprise  excited  in  the  human 
breast,  as  the  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales  experi- 
rienced  on  this  distressing  occasion.  They  looked 
at  each  other  without  the  power  of  utterance. 
Amidst  their  total  inability  to  make  any  reply, 
Lewis  of  Sales  represented  to  them,  that  he  had 
himself  examined  the  vocation  of  the  young  Count, 
and  that  he  had  caused  the  closest  investigation  to 
be  made  by  persons,  distinguished  by  their  virtues 
and  talents ;  that  they  had  all  unanimously  agreed, 
that  his  vocation  came  from  God ;  that,  on  such  a 
ground,  all  opposition  would  be  vain;  that  he 
was  free  to  acknowledge,  that  the  stroke  was 
severe ;  that  i€  defeated  their  views,  that  it  ruined 
their  hopes,  that  it  was  impossible  that  nature 
should  not  murmur  at  the  event,  but  that  faith  and 
religion  should  silence  such  complaints,  and  en- 
force submission  to  the  ordinances  of  God,  which 
could  not  be  disobeyed  without  the  commission  of 
a  crime ;  that  independently  of  every  other  consi- 
deration, children  belonged  more  to  Him,  than  to 
their  parents ;  that  they  might  be  considered  as  a 
deposite,  lodged  in  their  hands,  which  He  could 
resume,  whenever  it  pleased  Him ;  that  they  should 
atecount  themselves  happy,  in  enjoying  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  Him  such  a  surrender ;  and  that 


*  Ibid. 
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their  compliance  was  calculated  to  entail  on 
their  family  greater  blessings  than  all  the  plans 
which  could  be  projected. 

The  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales  answered 
these  forcible  remonstrances,  only  by  sighs  and 
tears.  Lewis  of  Sales,  who  knew  their  sin- 
cere piety,  now  assumed  a  more  elevated  tone: 
"  What?"  exclaimed  he,  "Do  you  venture  to 
commence  a  contest  with  the  Almighty  ?  Do  you 
seek  to  obtain  the  advantage  in  such  a  struggle? 
Where  is  your  faith  ?  Where  is  your  religion  ? 
What  is  become  of  that  unlimited  submission, 
which  you  owe  Him  ?  What  would  be  your  con- 
duct, if  he  were  to  order  you,  like  Abraham,  to 
sacrifice  this  de&r  son,  with  your  own  hands?  Or, 
as  he  permitted  in  the  case  of  Job,  if  death  were  to 
rob  you  in  one  day,  of  all  your  children?  Of  the 
numerous  family  with  which  He  has  blessed  you, 
He  asks  only  for  a  son,  and  will  you  refuse 
compliance  with  such  a  request,  after  He  has 
consigned  His  only  begotten  Son  to  death  for 
your  salvation/' 

Such  an  impressive  address  engaged  the  Count 
of  Sales  to  give  utterance  to  his  feelings.  "  I 
know,"  replied  he,  t€  that  whatever  I  possess, 
belongs  more  to  God  than  to  myself ;  he  is  abso- 
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lute  master  of  all  his  creatures  ;  who  can  dare  to 
enter  into  a  contest 'with  him?  But  though  my  son 
were  to  comply  with  my  wishes,  would  he  less 
'  belong  to  God  ?"  His  sighs  interrupted  his  dis- 
course, and  prevented  him  from  proceeding ;  but 
after  recovering  himself  in  some  measure,  he  said 
with  a  calm  tone,  *  that  the  Countess  and  himself 
must  require  some  days  to  come  to  a  determination ; 
he  begged  his  kinsman  not  to  leave  them,  and 
declared  that  he  would  soon  give  his  final  answer. 
Lewis  of  Sales  asked  him,  if  the  young  Count 
himself  might  be  permitted  to  solicit  his  consent. 
"  No,"  replied  he,  € '  his  appearance  would  disarm 
me ;  I  will  let  you  know  in  proper  time  " 

If  the  Count  of  Sales  felt  an  extreme  aversion 
to  acquiesce  in  the  desire  of  his  son,  the  reluctance 
of  the  Countess  was  not  less  strong,  She  retired 
to  her  cabinet  overwhelmed  with  grief,  where  she 
spent  several  days  in  solitary  affliction.  Piety  at 
length  gained  an  ascendancy  over  nature;  and 
after  testifying  the  most  complete  submission  to 
the  will  of  God,  she  had  the  strength  of  mind, 
to  persuade  her  husband  to  a  compliance  with  the 
wishes  of  her  son. 


*  Anon.  Life  of  St.  Francis  of  Sal«*  Boqk  I. 
VOL.  I,  €> 
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The  happy  day,  on  which  the  parents  were 
expected  to  give  their  consent,  at  length  arrived, 
and  Lewis  of  Sales  brought  with  him  the  young 
Count.  The  sight  of  a  son  who  was  so  dear  to 
them,  renewed  their  grief ;  th£y  again  vented 
the  most  melancholy  sighs,  and  their  tears  began 
again  to  flow;  even  Lewis  of  Sales,  with  all  his 
firmness,  was  so  far  softened,  as  to  discover  marks 
of  sensibility.  Scarce  had  the  Count  and  Countess 
of  Sales  strength  enough  to  raise  their  son,  v|ho 
had  thrown  himself  at  their  feet,  and  resolutely 
remained  in  that  posture.  At  length  the  Count, 
who  was  naturally  possessed  of  a  great  share  of 
magnanimity,  made  a  serious  effort  to  suppress  hid 
feelings,  and  represented  to  his  son,  how  necessary 
it  was  to  be  cautious,  lest  in  appearing  to  follow  a 
call  from  Heaven,  he  might  act  in  opposition  to 
the  Divine  will,  and  to  the  order  established  by 
Providence.*  He  observed,  that  the  eldest  sons 
Were  destined,  in  the  order  of  nature,  to  support 
and  perpetuate  their  families ;  that  with  this  view, 
he  had  given  him  an  education,  which  would  be- 
come perfectly  useless  in  the  station  of  life,  which 
he  was  choosing ;  that  his  brothers  had  not  enjoyed 
the  same  advantages ;  that  his  family  needed 
peculiar  protection,  as  it  was  numerous;  that  as  to 

*  Anon.  ibid. 
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himself,  he  Bad  looked  lip  to  him  as  the  comfort 
and  support  of  his  declining  years;  and  that  it 
was  not  without  extreme  pain,  that  he  was  about 
to  see  himself  deprived  of  the  advantage  which 
he  expected;  that  he  did  not  see,  that  he  would 
less  belong  to  God,  by  remaining  in  a  Christian 
family,  like  his  own,  in  which  each  one  placed  his 
glory  in  the  fear  and  service  of  his  Maker ;  that 
notwithstanding  his  mother  and  he  had  come  to  a 
detranination,  not  to  "oppose  his  choice ;  but  he 
cauUbned  him  to  examine,  if  God  really  demanded 
of 'him,  the  execution  of  a  project,  which  appeared 
so  contrary  to  the  obligations  of  nature,  and  to  the 
dictates  of  humanity. 

The  young  Count  replied  with  sentiments  of 
great  respect,  that  he  should  not  consider  himself 
exempted,  by  the  state  which  he  was  going  to 
embrace,  fropi  complying  with  any  of  the  duties; 
which  nature  imperiously  demanded  of  him  towards 
his  family ;  that  he  was  fully  determined  not  to  shew 
less  submission  to  his  father  than  before,  nor  to 
be  deficient  in  exhibiting  a  proper  spirit  of  de- 
pendance;  that  he  should  be  ready  on  all  occa- 
sions, agreeably  to  the  judgment  of  his  parents, 
to  contribute  his  attention  and  concern  to  the 
advantage  and  prosperity  of  the  family;  that  he  . 
was  well  aware,  that  nothing  could  authorise  him 
g2 
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to  dissolve  the  sacred  ties,  which  unite  children 
with  their  parents;  that  God  was  his  witness,  that 
nothing  could  exceed  the  love  and  gratitude,  which 
he  felt  for  those,  whom  Divine  Providence  had 
made  the  authors  of  his  existence;  and  that  the 
education  which  they  had  bestowed  upon  him, 
would  perhaps  be  not  altogether  so  useless,  as  they 
might  be  induced  to  imagine. 

These  last  words  engagfed  the  Count  of  Sales, 
to  interrupt  him  in  his  observations,  and  to  press 
him  to  accept  the  dignity  of  senator,  which  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  had  offered ;  he  made  the  request 
with  uncommon  earnestness,  as  the  situation  in 
question  was  not  incompatible  with  the  state  of  life# 
which  he  was  about  to  embrace,  and  his  predeces- 
sor had  shewn  him  the  example.  But  the  young 
Count,  throwing  himself  at  his  feet,  entreated, 
that  he  would  accede  to  his  request  without  any 
reserve,  and  allow  him  to  employ  the  remainder 
of  his  days  in  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  to  which 
he  was  called.  He  added,  that  he  had  desired  his 
Cousin,  ta  give  him  an  account  of  his  vocation, 
and  that  he  did  not  doubt,  that  he  had  done  it 
better  than  he  could  himself ;  that  he  was  waiting 
for  the  blessing  of  his  father  and  mother,  and 
that  he  would  not  leave  them,  till  he  had 
obtained  it. 
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Whatever  might  have  been  the  feelings  of  the 
Count,  on  seeing  his  son  decline  an  honour;  so 
consonant  to  the  views  of  his  family,  he  could  not 
but  yield  to  the  wishes  of  one  so  dear  to  him ;  he 
gave  him  his  blessing,  in  which  act  the  Countess 
also  joined;  and  after  raising  him  up,  and  em- 
bracing him  with  tenderness,  he  said  :  *  "  I  pray 
God,  my  son,  to  be  your  reward  in  heaven,  as  he 
is  going  to  be  your  portion  on  earth."  The 
young  Count  entreated,  that  for  the  better  accom- 
plishment of  his  purpose,  he  might  be  allowed  to 
surrender  his  rights  as  eldest  son,  in  favour  of 
his  brother  Lewis  of  Sales,  whom  he  tenderly  loved 
on  account  of  his  singular  virtue  ;  but  the  parents 
positively  refused  to  consent  to  such  a  proposal, 
and  insisted  that  his  birthright  should  remain  un- 
touched, 

The  young  Count,  in  transports  of  joy,  pro- 
ceeded immediately,  accompanied  with  Lewis  of 
Sales,  to  take  possession  of  the  provostship  of 
-Geneva.  On  the  road,  Lewis  of  Sales  perceived 
his  kinsman  to  be  in  tears ;  he  asked  him  if  he 
repented  of  the  step  he  was  taking.  Francis 
replied,  that  he  was  far  removed  from  such  a  dis- 
position of  mind ;  that  be  never  was  more  inclined 

*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales,  ibid. 
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to  indulge  in  joy;  but  still  that  he  could  not  re- 
flect without  emotion  on  the  bitter  grief,  which 
he  unavoidably  occasioned  to  parents,  who  had 
always  treated  him  with  the  most  tender  affection ; 
that  he  believed  the  sacrifice,  which  he  was 
making  to  God,  would  not  be  less  agreeable,  by 
being  accompanied  with  tears,  which  the  feelings 
of  nature  called  forth.  Lewis  of  Sales,  far  from 
blaming  him,  acknowledged,  that  he  himself  had 
been  so  affected  with  the  distressing  situation  of 
the  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales,  that  more  than 
once  he  had  been  tempted  to  give  up  the  point, 
and  side  with  them  against  their  son,  but  that  the 
firmness  of  his  cousin  had  restrained  him  from 
proceeding  to  that  purpose. 

On  their  arrival  at  Annecy,  Lewis  of  Sales, 
assembled  the  chapter  of  the  cathedral.  Francis 
there  presented  his  bulls,  dated  the  Seventh 
day  pf  March,  in  the  Eighth  yeax  of  the  Ponti- 
ficate of  Clement  VIII.,  together  with  the  attes- 
tations of  his  noble  birth,  'and  of  his  studies  and 
qualifications.  The  chapter  examined  them,  and 
received  him  with  a  degree  of  honour,  propor- 
tioned to  the  reputation,  which  his  virtue  and 
knowledge  had  deservedly  attained.  The  chapter 
in  a  body  gave  him  possession ;  and  he  made  them 
a  discourse,  so  full  of  sweetness  and  piety,  that  he 
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completely,  gained  all  hearts.  The  news  of  this 
event  soon  spread  through  the  town ; .  and  as  the 
house  of  Sales  was  held  in  the  highest  estimation, 
and  Francis  in  particular  was  in  great  esteem,  it 
was  hailed  with  very  general  joy.  But  no  person 
appeared  to  feel  a  more  lively  interest  in  this  af- 
fair, than  the  pious  bishop  of  Geneva ;  he  received 
Francis  as  a  man,  whom  God  made  known  to 
him  for  his  future  successor,  and  who  was  to 
edify  the  whole  Church  by  his  superior  sanctity. 
Shortly  after  he  gave  him  the  four  minor  orders, 
with  the  order  of  sub-depcon ;  and  during  the  en- 
suing ember  days,  he  ordained  him  deacon.  The 
humble  Francis  was  desirous  of  observing  the 
usual  interstices,  agreeably  to  the  regulations  of 
the  Church,  but  the  holy  bishop,  who  was  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  purity  of  his  heart,  and  his 
eminent  piety  and  learning,  and  who  had  an  eager 
.desire  of  hearing  him  preach,  peremptorily  re- 
quired that  he  should  accept  of  a  dispensation  frotfi 
the.rule.  The  respect,  which  Francis  had  for  his 
diocesan,  prevented  him  from  contesting  the  point. 
He  was  employed  in  preaching  while  he  was  yet 
in  deacon's  orders ;  and  he  performed  this  func- 
tion with  so  much  success,  that  it  clearly  appeared 
that  God  had  chosen  him  to  convince  the  un- 
derstandings, and  gain  the  hearts  of  the  Calvin- 
ists,  with  whom  the  diocese  of  Geneva  greatly 
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abounded.111  Three  Calvinists  of  great  distinc- 
tion, and  eminent  for  their  knowledge,  the  Baron 
of  Awlly,  the  Baron  of  Bursin,  and  another, 
whose  name  history  has  not  preserved,  assisted  at 
his  first  sermon,  and  acknowledged,  that  it  made 
on  them  a  deep  impression,  and  that  they  con- 
ceived a  better  opinion  of  the  catholic  faith,  than 
they  had  before  entertained.  In  fact,  they  ab- 
stained from  the  ridicule  and  raillery,  in  which 
they  had  been  accustomed  to  indulge  with  great 
freedom.  The  course  of  this  history  will  exhibit 
the  fruits,  which  this  first  seed  produced,  and 
the  blessing  of  Heaven  which  attended  the 
work. 

This  sermon  was  followed  by  others,  which 
considerably  extended  his  reputation ;  and  in  truth 
he  possessed  very  great  endowments,  both  natural 
and  acquired,  which  eminently  qualified  him  for 
the  undertaking.  His  appearance  was  at  once 
dignified  and  modest,  his  voice  strong  and  agree- 
able, his  action  lively  ^nd  animated,  without  any 
mixture  of  affectation.  He  by  no  means  neglected 
the  study  of  eloquence;  and  he  frequently  observ- 
ed, that  if  that  distinguished  art  was  employed 


*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales,  ibid. 
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in  establishing  error,  there  existed  every  in- 
ducement to  make  it  subservient  to  the  tri- 
umph of  truth,  and  to  the  noble  purpose  of 
persuasion. 

These  external  qualities,  which  merit  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Christian  orator,  were  supported  bj  a 
degree  of  unction,  which  proved,  that  what  he 
delivered,  proceeded  from  the  fulness  and  abund- 
ance of  bis  heart,  and  that  he  had  truly  made 
himself  a  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  order  to 
attain  this  ascendancy  over .  the  minds  of  men.* 
Before  his  sermons,  it  was  his  usual  custom  to 
Tenew  the  ardor  of  his  piety,  by  secret  sighs  and 
fervent  prayeij|.  The  words  of  our  Rjjleemer,  - 
concerning  his  precursor  St.  John,  were  perpe- 
tually present  to  his  mind :  "  He  was  as  a  burning 
and  shining  lamp,*'  and  they  had  convinced  him, 
that  in  order  to  shed  useful  light,  and  illuminate 
the  minds  of  men  with  any  effect,  it  is  necessary 
to  glow  with  the  love  of  God,  and  a  zeal  for  the 
salvation  of  souls.  He  studied  at  the  feet  of  the 
crucifix,  at  least  as  much  as  in  books;  and  he 
was  perfectly  convinced,  that  a  preacher  can  in 
no  instance  produce  any  fruit,  unless  he  be  a 
man  of  prayer,  and  carefijl  to  exemplify  in  his 


*  Anon. 
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own  conduct,  the  lessons  which  he  imparts  to 
others. 

But  however  his  occupations  might  have  been 
directed  to  piety,  on  the  approach  of  the  period 
at  which  he  was  to  receive  the  order  Of  priesthood, 
he  relinquished  eveiy  pursuit,  to  attend  to  God 
alone.  Before  that  time  he  had  employed  many 
hours  of  the  day,  in  the  study  of  scholastic  theo- 
logy and  controversy;  hut  he  now  altered  his 
plan,  and  bestowed  his  undivided  attention  en 
that  Divine  theology,  which  consists  in  prayer  and 
meditation  of  the  holy  scriptures,  of  which  sci- 
ence the  Holy  Ghost  is  the.  only  master.  Expe- 
rience fc^d  taught  htm,  that  the  j^ore  the  under- 
standing is  engaged  in  considering  the  greatness 
•of  God  with  scholastic  subtlety,  the  will  is  often 
more  remote  from  his  love ;  that  true  wisdom  is 
acquired  by  the  fear  of  God,  by  a  good  life,  by 
the  practice  of  Christian  virtues,  and  by  continual 
meditation  on  the  law  of  God ;  that  many  wish  for 
an  enlightened  mind,  who  entertain  the  most  pro* 
found  indifference  for  virtue  and  justice.  As  he 
desired  with  greater  ardor  to  be  a  saint  than  to  ,  be 
a  learned  man,  he  regulated  his  conduct  by  the 
maxim  of  St.  Augustin,*  who  observes,  that  those 

*  Epist.  112. 
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who  have  learnt  of  Jesus  Christ  to  be  meek  and 
humble  of  heart,  make  a  more  rapid  progress  in 
the  knowledge  of  God,  by  meditation  and  prayer; 
than  by  reading  and  study. 

With  this  view,  he  laboured  to  attain  that 
species  of  learning,  by  which  the  holy  fathers 
have  been  so  eminently  distinguished;  and  fully 
aware,  that  God  is  purity  itself,  and  cannot  be 
seen  but  by  pure  eyes,  he  was  careful  incessantly 
to  purify  his  soul  by  the  exercise  of  Christian 
virtues,  that  it  might  be  prepared  to  receive  those 
lights  of  God,  and  that  interior  unction,  which  is 
the  source  of  all  knowledge.  Thus  disposed  for 
the  sublim<£  dignity  of  the  priesthood^t  is  by  no 
means  surprising,  th^it  he  should  receive  a  profu- 
sion of  heavenly  graces,  and  the  plenitude  of  that 
spirit  which  forms  the  character  of  the  priest,  and 
gives  force  to  the  pastor ;  and  that  as  often  as  he 
celebrated  the  awful  mysteries  of  the  altar;  he 
should  discover  in  his  eyes  and  in  his  counte- 
nance, a  fire,  which  indicated  the  interior  ardor, 
with  which  his  heart  was  inflamed. 

After  this  period,  he  was  observed  to  shun  with 
peculiar  caution,  whatever  might  attract  the  ap- 
plause of  men.  Content  to  please  God  alone,  and 
eager  solely  to  procure  his  glory,  he  rarely 
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preached  in  cities,  but  was  constantly  engaged 
in  visiting  villages,  and  hamlets,  for  the  purpose 
6f  instructing  a  great  number  of  poor  objects, 
who  lived  in  the  bosom  of  Christianity,  in  a  total 
ignorance  of  its  precepts.  After  the  example  of 
our  Redeemer,  he  took  delight  in  conversing  with 
these  simple  and  innocent  persons,  whom  he  gene- 
rally found  better  disposed  to  receive  the  light  of 
the  gospel,  as  their  hearts  were  untainted  by  am- 
bition, by  the  love  of  wealth,  or  any  of  those 
passions,  which  are  the  unfortunate  source  of 
the  blindness  and  corruption  that  prevail  among 
mankind. 

He  might  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  St. 
Paul,  have  received  what  was  necessary  for  his 
support,  from  those  to  whom  he  imparted  spiri- 
tual treasures  with  so  much  profusion;  but  he 
chose  rather  to  follow  the  example  of  that  apostle, 
than  to  avail  himself  of  the  liberty  which  he  allows. 
Far  from  being  a  burthen  to  his  people,  he  dis- 
tributed among  them  his  alms  with  liberality; 
this  he  was  enabled  to  perform  either  from  his  own 
effects,  or  from  the  charitable  contributions,  which 
had  been  entrusted  to  his  care.  The  truth  is* 
disinterestedness  is  one  of  those  qualities,  which 
strongly  contribute  to  raise  and  dignify  the  minis- 
try of  the  pastor ;  as  on  the  other  hand,  avarice 
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and  a  lust  of  sordid  gain,  never  fail  to  degrade  it 
in  the  minds  of  the  people.  If  they  once  perceive 
an  attempt  to  acquire  wealth  at  their  expence;  if 
even  dues  be  ex&ctedwith  excessive  rigour ;  and  a 
species  of  domination,  so  expressly  forbidden  in 
the  scriptures,  should  appear  in  the  character  of 
their  pastor,  it  is  not  possible  for  them  any  longer 
to  preserve  that  esteem  and  confidence,  which  are 
so  necessary  to  gain  the  beirt,  and  to  engage  the 
flock,  in  opposition  to  natural  repugnance,  in  a 
course  of  Christian  virtue.  Contempt  inevitably 
succeeds  the  loss  of  esteem;  hatred  soon  follows, 
in  the  natural  order  of  tilings,  and  the  infallible 
consequence  will  be,  that  the  laity  will  attend  more 
to  the  example  than  to  the  discourses  of  the 
pastor. 

Disinterestedness  was  not  the  only  quality,  which 
ensured  to  Francis  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 
people.  He  possessed  a  degree  of  meekness,  which 
nothing  was  able  to  discompose;  he  considered 
his  flock  as  his  children,  and  lived  among  them  as 
a  father ;  with  a  heart  open  to  their  wants,  and 
full  of  compassion  for  their  miseries,  he  made 
himself  all  to  all,  in  order  tq  gain  all  to  Jesus 
Christ.  Thus  in  a  short  time  the  neighbourhood 
of  Annecy  assumed  a  new  appearance ;  piety  was 
observed  to  flourish  in  those  places,  in  which  a 
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mixture  of  heresy  had  terminated  almost  in 
irreligion. 

But  Francis  of  Sales  did  not  so  completely 
devote  ,  his  attention  to  the  people  in  the  country, 
as  to  neglect  the  town  of  Annecy ;  he  there  visited 
the  hospitals  and  prisons ;  he  terminated  law-suits, 
in  which  his  knowledge  of  the  canon  and  civil 
laws  was  of  singular  advantage;  he  spared  no 
pains  to  compose  differences,  and  to  reconcile  the 
most  implacable  enemies.  God  favoured  his 
endeavours  in  this  particular  with  a  peculiar  bless- 
ii>g ;  few  were  found  so  hardened,  as  to  resist  the 
impression  of  his  meekness,  and  of  his  charitable 
and  insinuating  manner. 

*  This  year  (1593)  he  established  at  Annecy,  a 
pious  association  of  singular  utility,  which  he 
called  the  Confraternity  of  the  Cross.  The  obli- 
gations of  the  members  consisted  in  imparting 
instruction  to  the  ignorant,  in  visiting  and,  con^ 
poling  the  sick,  in  teaching  them  the  Christian  use 
which  they  might  make  of  their  sufferings,  in  sup- 
plying them  with  means  of  attaining  true  fortitude, 
and  in  burying  them  after  their  decease.  They  were 
likewise  required  to  visit,  console,  and  assist  pri- 


*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  I.  Anon.  ibid. 
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soners:  to  repair  to  the  country  and  instruct  the 
poor ;  they  received  a  particular  caution  to  avoid 
law-suits,  so  generally  fatal  to  Christian  charity. 
In  the  event  of  any  difference  arising,  they  were 
obliged  to  terminate  it,  as  far  as  circumstances 
permitted,  by  the  arbitration  of  the  members,  who 
were  required  to  bestow  the  utmost  attention  on 
the  affair  in  dispute.  It  was  particularly  recom- 
mended to  them  to  give  good  example,  by  assist- 
ing at  the  Divine  service,  and  instructions  in  their 
different  parishes.  Francis  of  Sales  was  invariably 
of  opinion,  that  private  devotion/  should  never 
divert  the  faithful  from  frequenting  the  churches, 
in  which  they  receive  by  baptism  a  new  life  in 
Christ,  nor  withdraw  them  from  the  instructions 
of  their  lawful  pastors. 

He  drew  up  for  the  use  of  this  association, 
rules  and  instructions,  replete  with  prudence  and 
piety,  but  particularly  adapted  to  the  state  of 
laymen,  of  which  the  great  proportion  of  the 
members  consisted.  He  was  himself  the  first  prior 
of  the  fraternity;  but  he  showed  his  superiority 
more  by  the  example  which  he  gave,  than  by  the 
rank  which  he  held;  for  no  person  was  ever  less 
disposed  to  aim  at  pre-eminence  than  himself ;  no 
one  ever  avoided  with  more  studied  care,  what- 
ever could  flatter  that  natural  desire  inherent  in 
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the  human  breast  of  attaining  superior  rank. 
The  good  works  of  this  new  association,  soon 
acquired  such  extensive  credit  in  the  provinces, 
that  the  people  of  Aix  and  Chamberry  formed 
similar  confraternities  in  their  cities,  on  the 
model  of  that  of  Annecy,  and  requested  to 
have  the  rules  and  constitutions  which  he  had 
composed. 

The  formation  of  this  Confraternity  of  the 
Cross,  gave  occasion  to  a  neighbouring  minister 
to  write  against  the  honour  which  catholics  pay 
to  this  sign  of  our  salvation ;  the  sight  of  which  is 
sufficient  to  excite  in  the  mind,  the  remembrance 
of  that  charity,  which  has  induced  a  God  to  shed 
His  blood  for  the  redemption  of  gpAnkind. 

Francis,  in  consequence  of  this  production, 
resumed  thc&  study  of  controversy,  which  he 
had  for  some  time  interrupted.  He  shortly  after 
replied  to  the  minister,  by  a  work,  entitled  "  The 
Standard  of  the  Cross ;"  which  is  divided  into 
four  books,  and  is  still  extant  among  his  writings* 
He  there  shews,  that  the  veneration,  which  catho- 
lics pay  to  the  cross,  is  by  no  means  new;  that  the 
Christians  of  the  first  ages  shewed  the  same 
honour  to  the  cross ;  and  of  this  assertion,  he 
produces  proofs,  tfcat  adoration  in  a  qualified 
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sense,  even  agreeably  to  the  scripture  may  be  paid 
to  creatuces;  but  that  one  species  of  adoration  is 
due  to  God  alone;  such  is  that  mentioned  in  the 
decalogue;  that  Catholics  never  pay  this  kind  of 
adoration  but  to  God  himself,  and  that  by  conse- 
quence they  cannot  be  idolaters,  as  they  are  un- 
justly called  by  the  Calvinists ;  finally,  he  shews, 
that  the  worship  which  Catholics  pay  to  the 
cross,  and  to  holy  things,  is  not  supreme,  but 
relative,  and  that  it  centres  entirely  in  God.  No 
answer  was  given  to  this  performance ;  and  the 
Catholics  considered  this  silence,  as  a  proof  of 
the  superior  excellence  of  the  work,  which  Francis 
had  published. 

i 

Having  no  morfc^dversaries  to  contend  with,  he 
resumed  his  former  exercises.  Nothing  could  bfe 
more  orderly,  more  simple  and  more  uniform,  than 
his  manner  of  life ;  he  carefully  avoide$all  affected 
singularity,  which  but  too  often  is  calculated  to 
attract  the  esteem  of  men ;  he  shunned  that  ex- 
quisite art  of  adjusting  the  external  appearance, 
which,  without  regulating  the  affections  of  the 
heart,  serves  but  to  excite  a  false  impression  of 
superior  sanctity.  He  was  neat,  but  modest  in 
his  furniture,  table,  and  dress;  h^i  conversation 
was  engaging,  agreeable  and  easy,  without  affec- 
tation, and  without  constrainWhe  was  a  kind, 
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and  even  a  warm  friend,  sincere  and  free  from 
artifice,  but  prudent,  and  possessed  of  the  gift  of 
secrecy.  His  eyes  and  his  countenance  betrayed 
an  air  of  peace  and  serenity,  which  indicated  the 
purity  of  his  heart ;  he  was  civil,  and  even  natu- 
rally well-bred;  possessed  of  a  complete  know- 
ledge of  propriety  and  decorum,  and  attentive  to 
its  observance,  without  too  nice  and  scrupulous 
attachment  to  external  forms. 

He  frequently  observed,  that  true  piety  is  by  no 
means  incompatible  with  the  social  virtues,  nor 
with  those  attentions,  which  give  a  charm  to  civil  , 
society;  that,  in  order  to  be  devout,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  neglect  cleanliness,  to  affect  a  rough- 
ness of  manner,  to  exhibit  a  go£uc  rudeness,  and 
ft)  be  divested  of  gentleness  and  politeness  of 
deportment ;  that  on  the  contrary,  it  becomes  a 
duty,  to  0in  all  hearts,  by  an  amiable  and  in- 
teresting manner,  which  may  contribute  to  render 
virtue  amiable;  that  sullen  sadness  and  scrupu- 
lous fear  cannot  be  said  to  form  the  character  of 
true  piety;  that  the  grand  object  of  Christians 
should  be  to  serve  God  with  joy,  and  with  a  holy 
liberty;  and  that  nothing  is  so  opposite  to  the 
spirit  of  Chrigianity,  as  restless  uneasiness  and 
servile  constraint.  For  this  reason  would  he 
remajjjs,  does  Go£  oblige  us  to  call  Him  by  the 
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endearing  name  of  Father;  we  are  therefore  to 
shew  Him  a  tender  and  filial  regard,  and  we  can- 
not depend  too  much  on  His  goodness,  as  long  as 
we  do  not  force  Him  by  our  sins  to  have  recourse 
to  His  justice.  When  the  Almighty,  he  would 
add,  is  obliged  to  punish  us,  we  may  be  assured, 
that  He  proceeds  to  such  a  measure  with  reluct- 
ance, as  His  nature  is  goodness,  and  severity  is 
only  shewn,  when  we  force  Him  to  it  by  our 
^  crimes. 

But  this  external  appearance  of  Francis  of 
Sales,  which  exhibited  nothing  uncommon,  was 
supported  by  interior  qualities,  by  an  innocence 
of  manners,  which  hejghad  never  violated,  by 
a  heart  pure,  disinterested,  submissive  to ,  the 
orders  of  God,  always  engaged  with  His  Di* 
vine  presence,  full  of  ardent  zeal  for  His 
glory,  and  singularly  impressed  \Wth  an  atten- 
tion to  please  Him,  and  a  desire  to  possess 
Him. 

Those  "who  are  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  will  be  satisfied 
with  the  picture,  which  has  been  drawn;  his  life 
wiH  be  found  a  continued  illustration  of  what  is 
bwfe  advanced.  ' 
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In  the  mean  time  the  reputation  of  Francis  was 
diffused  on  all  sides ;  and  though  he  considered  the 
public  esteem  valuable,  only  as  far  as  he  was  en- 
abled to  acquire  more  confidence,  and  a  greater 
ascendancy,  which  tended  to  promote  the  glory 

fGod,  yet  public  honour  pursued  hiril  in  spite 
his  endeavours  to  avoid  it.  The  general  estima- 
tion in  which  he  was  held,  attracted  a  fresh  mark 
of  the  esteem  of  his  Sovereign;  and  solicitations 
were  renewed,  to  induce  him  to  accept  of  the  rank  v 
of  senator,  which  had  been  before  offered. 

It  was  observed  to  him  in  the  name  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy,  that  this  dignity  would  furnish 
him  with  the  means  of  saving  God  with  more  ad- 
vantage than  in  a  private  station ;  much  was  said  of 
the  injustice  which  he^  might  prevent,  possessed  as 
he  was  of  an  enlightened  mind,  and  an  upright  and 
uncorrupted  heart;  the  concerns  of  the  poor,  who 
after  God  were  known  to  be  the  fond  objects  of 
his  affection,  and  whose  interests  he  might  sup- 
port, were  not  forgotten  in  the  enumeration;  it 
was  farther  remarked,  that  this  employment  would 
not  interrupt  his  exercises  of  piety;  that  on  the 
contrary,  with  the  ascendancy,  which  his  birth, 
his  virtue,  and  his  knowledge,  must  inevitably 
acquire,  he  would  be  enabled  to  protect  inSb- 
cence,  and  restrain  vice.    Thus  was  this  affair 
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placed  in  the  most  advantageous  light,  in  which 
it  could  be  viewed. 

But  the  humble  Francis  persisted  in  his  refusal. 
He  made  his  acknowledgments  to  his  Sovereign, 
in  a  manner  which  increased  the  esteem  that  P"P^ 
had  entertained  for  him ;  and  he  replied  to  those 
who  had  spoken  in  his  name,  that  as  God  had 
called  him  to  the  service  of  His  Church,  it  was  his 
duty  to  make  no  engagements,  which  possibly 
might  divert  him  from  such  a  work;  that  thdse 
who  believed  the  sacred  ministry  insufficient  to 
engross  the  undivided  attention  of  any  man,  could 
not  be  aware  of  the  extent  of  duty,  which  charity 
supplies  to  zeal ;  that  in  truth  he  was  free  to  own, 
that  God  had  given  him  a  sufficient  share  of  ,up- 
rightness  and  firmness,  not  to  be  induced  to  com- 
mit deliberate  injustice ;  but  who  would  be  an- 
swerable, that  he  should  be  enabled  to  guard 
against  those  instances  of  surprise,  to  which  such 
employments  are  so  much  exposed?  that  to  under- 
take to  decide  on  the  property  and  lives  of  men, 
was  a  business  of  extreme  danger;  that  Christ 
himself  refused  to  be  judge  in  a  contest  between 
two  brothers,  concerning  their  inheritance;  that 
he  was  determined  to  follow  His  example;  that 
at^tll  events,  he  thought  this  conduct  the  safest, 
and  most  conformable  to  the  peaceable  and  undis- 
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turbid  life,  which  he  had  embraced,  and  in  which 
he  hoped,  God  would  give  him  the  grace  to  per- 
severe  to  death. 

The  Coun^and  Countess  of  Sales  had  flattered 
^Jjemselves,  that  their  son  would  not  *  resist  this 
second  attempt;  and  as  their  views  were  not  alto- 
gether so  pure  as  his,  they  had  indulged  a  hope, 
that  when  vthe  first  fervour  of  devotion  had  sub^ 
si4$d,  he  would  become  more  flexible,  and  feel  less 
repugnance  to  unite  two  objects,  which  to  them 
did  not  appear  incompatible.  The  general  usage 
of  most  states  of  Christendom,  in  which  clergy* 
men  fill  offices  of  magistracy  without  scruple,  the 
example  of  so  many  great  men,  who  have  shone 
in  those  stations  with  great  credit  to  themselves, 
and  without  ajiy  detriment  to  their  salvation,  and 
the  dutiful  regard,  which  he  always  shewed  to  the 
sentiments  of  his  parents,  had  induced  them  to 
think,  that  he  would  finally  yield  to  reiterated 
solicitations,  supported  by  the  authority  and  the 
entreaties  of  his  Sovereign.  But  the  designs  of 
God  on  his  elect  are  various ;  if  he  calls  some  to 
situations  of  public  trust,  he  fills  others  with  a 
holy  aversion  for  those  distracting  employments 
so  opposite  to  the  peace  of  the  soul,  and  to  inte- 
rior solitude,  which  have  always  formed  the  de^ 
tight  of  the  saints. 
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God  had  particular  views,  respecting  his  holy 
servant,  which  were  not  compatible  with  the  pro- 
posed employment.  These  designs  required  a 
person  totally  devoted  to  his  service,  and  unin- 
cumbered with  any  other  engagement,  than  that 
of  procuring  his  glory,  and  of  bestowing  all  his 
care  on  the  salvation  of  souls.  This  will  evidently 
appear  in  the  course  of  the  following  history. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  BOOK. 
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The  Duke  of  Savoy  recovers  three  bailiwicks, 
of  which  the  inhabitants  of  Geneva  and  the  Swiss  had 
taken  forcible  possession.... He  forms  a  plan  of  re-esta- 
blishing in  those  parts  the  Catholic  religion,  which  had 
been  suppressed  during  the  usurpation..* .He  writes  on 
the  subject  to  the  Bishop  of  Geneva....St.  Francis  of 
Sales  is  chosen  to  accomplish  this  great  design.. ..The 
Count  and  Countess  of  Sales,  omit  no  means  to  dissuade 
him  from  the  undertaking.... He  proceeds  to  Chablais, 
accompanied  by  his  cousin  Lewis  of  Sales... .Apostolic 
manner,  in  which  he  undertakes  this  celebrated  mission.... 
Prudent  advice  given  him  by  the  Baron  of  Hermance,  the 
governor  of  the  province  for  the  Duke  of  Savoy.... 
St.  Francis  of  Sales  arrives  at  Thonon....His  life  is  there 
exposed  to  danger.... He  escapes  it  by  his  meekness,  his 
prudence  and  constancy..., His  labours  are  for  a  grea£ 
length  of  time  unattended  with  success.. ..His  patience 
and  confidence  in  God....The  Baron  of  Hermance,  ap* 
prised  of  the  conspiracies,  which  had  been  formed  against 
tlis  life,  wishes  to  assign  him  a  guard. ...He  declines  it.... 
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Imminent  dangers,  to  which  he  is  exposed... .His  piety  and 
patience,  amidst  the  difficulties,  which  surround  him  in 
every  quarter.... He  converts  the  garrison  of  the  fortress 
of  Allinges....By  his  moderation  and  distinguished  exam- 
ple of  virtue,  he  gains  the  affection  of  the  people  of 
Thonon....He  undertakes,  with  much  zeal,  a  series  of  con- 
ferences, and  of  controversial  discussions... .He  justifies 
the  doctrine  of  the  Catholic  Church....He  proposes  an 
amicable  conference  with  the  ministers  of  the  Calvinists 
on  the  contested  points ;  but  they,  instead  of  accepting 
the  offer,  hire  assassins  to  destroy  him. ...He  avoids  this 
danger  by  his  firmness  and  his  meekness.... He  fixes  his 
abode  at  Thonon....His  apostolic  labours... .He  converts 
a  considerable  number  of  Calvinists.... Fresh  conspiracies 
against  his  life ;  he  escapes  by  a  particular  protection  of 
Providence.... The  continual  dangers  to  which  he  is  ex- 
posed, induce  the  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales,  and  all 
his  friends,  to  write  to  him  the  most  pressing  exhor- 
tations to  relinquish  the  mission  of  Chablais....His  beau- 
N  tiful  answer  to  these  remonstrances... .Piety  and  eminent 
charity  of  the  new  church  of  Chablais.... Fresh  success 
of  St.  Francis  of  Sales.... He  leaves  nothing  untried  to 
induce  the  ministers  of  the  Calvinists  to  come  to  a  public 
conference... .They  accept  the  offer,  and  then  shamefully 
retract  their  consent ;  this  gives  occasion  to  the  conversion 
of  many  persons  of  distinction... .A  minister  is  punished 
with  de.ath,  for  having  embraced  the  Catholic  religion...! 
A  proceeding  so  violent  is  condemned  equally  by  the 
Catholics  an^  the  Calvinists... .It  gives  occasion  to 
fresh  conversions.. ..St.  Francis  of  Sales  undertakes  that 
of  the  Baron  of  Awl]y....He  succeeds  in  this  attempt; 
and  this  example  is  followed  by  a  great  number  of 
conversions. 
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H  E  city  of  Geneva  had  no  sooner  aban- 


doned the  Catholic  religion,  and  changed 
its  form  of  government,  by  revolting  from  its 
bishop,  and  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  for 
some  time  had  contended  for  the  sovereignty  of 
that  state,  than  the  inhabitants  of  Switzerland,  who 
had  furnished  assistance  in  the  execution  of  these 
two  projects,  conceived  a  design  of  dispossessing 
the  Dukes  of  the  territories  which  they  held  in 
the  vicinity  of  that  small  republic.  These  con- 
sisted of  the  country  of  Vaud,  of  tJft  Duchy  of 
Chablais,  fcnd  of  the  bailiwicks  of  Gex,  Terny 
and  Gaillard. 
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The  country  of  Vaud,  appeared  by  its  situation* 
so  inviting  to  the  canton  of  Berne,  that  it  wa9 
difficult  to  resist  the  temptation  of  seizing  it; 
and  Chablais  and  the  bailiwicks  were  so  contigu- 
ous to*Geneva,  that  it  was  morally  impossible  for 
that  republic,  long  to  maintain  its  independence, 
unless  the  Duke  should  be  removed  from  its 
neighbourhood,  by  a  conquest  of  those  small 
states,  with  which  it  was  encircled.  The  war 
which  took  place  between  Francis  I.  and  the 
,  Duke  of  Savoy,  furnished  an  opportunity  of  car- 
rying this  design  into  effect.  Chablais  and  the 
bailiwicks  were  accordingly  reduced.  The  Ca- 
tholic religion  was  banished  from  those  parts; 
and  those  disorders  committed,  which  have  been 
described  in  the  beginning  of  this  history. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  between  Henry 
II.  the  son  of  Francis  the  first,  and  Emmanuel 
Philibert,  Duke  of  Savoy,  the  Swiss  were  con- 
strained to  restore  to  the  Duke- Chablais  and  the 
bailiwicks;  but  an  article  was  cautiously  inserted 
in  the  treaty,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
re-establish^pnt  of  the  Catholic  religion ;  affairs 
remained  in  this  situation  during  the  life  of  Em- 
manuel Philibert;  but  Charles  Emmanuel  his 
son,  having  succeeded  his  father,  the  inhabitants 
of  Geneva,  who  bore  wi<h  extreme  impatience  the 
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disadvantage  of  having  so  powerful  a  neighbour, 
engaged  the  Swiss  to  violate  the  treaty  which 
they  had  made  with  his  father.  They  brought 
into  the  field  an  army  capable  of  retaking  C%- 
blais  and  the  bailiwicks,  and  gained  possession  a 
second  time. 

This  usurpation  lasted  only,  till  the  Duke  was 
enabled  to  raise  an  army.  The  inhabitants  of 
Switzerland  and  of  Geneva,  too  weak  to*  oppose 
any  resistance,  were  constrained  to  yield  to  sup$£ 
rior  fwce.  The  Duke  recovered  his  lost  territo- 
ries, and  disposed  his  garrisons  in  such  a  manqpr, 
as  afterwards  facilitated  the  re-establishment  of  the 
Catholic  religion.  The  Duke  not  considering  him- 
self bound,  to  observe  a  treaty,  which  his*  enemies 
had  been  the  first  to  violate,  and  convinced  t&t 
as  long  as  his  subjects  professed  a  religion  dWFe- 
rent  from  his  own,  he  could  place  no  reliance  on 
their  fidelity,  entertained  very  serious  thoughts 
of  re-establishing  the  Catholic  religion  in  Chablais 
and  the  three  bailiwicks.  The  advantages  which 
he  had  gained  over  his  enemies,  enabled  him  to 
employ  force,  as  they  had  shewn  him  the  example 
in  forcing  his  subjects  to  abandon  the  religion  of 
their  fathers;  but  he  preferred  lenient  measures,  or 
rather  considered  it  a  duty  to  resort  to  them  in  the 
first  instance,  and  to  reserve  to  himself  the  power 
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of  proceeding  to  more  violent  means^if  circum- 
stances should  call  for  additional  vigour. 

^Yith  this  view  he  wrote  to  the  bishop  of  Ge- 
neva, requesting  him  to  select  a  certain  number 
of  persons  qualified  by  their  learning  and  exem- 
plary conduct,  and  in  all  respects  calculated  to 
labour  with  a  prospect  of  success  at  the  conver- 
sion of  the  inhabitants  of  Chablais  and  the  three 
bailiwicks;  he  promised  to  protect  them  and  to 
^p)port  their  apostolic  efforts  with  the  whole 
weight  of  his  authority;  at  the  same  time  he  sent 
a  Jprmal  commission,  to  be  produced  as  an  attes- 
tation, that  these  missionaries  Mjere  employed  by 
Bis  orders;  he  also  issued  injunctions  to  the  dif- 
ferent governors  in  those  parts,  to  support  them  by 
alf*  means  in  their  power  in  the  duties  of  the 
midktry. 

*The  bishop  of  Geneva,  on  receiving  this  com- 
munication from  his  Sovereign,  returned  thanks 
to  God  for  hi^  goodness  in  providing  means  to 
l£ok  for  his  wandering  sheep,  who,  however  thejr 
might  have  strayed,  did  not  less  belong  to  his 
fold.  H#  then  assembled  the  clergy  of  the  cathe- 
dral, of  the  town  and  of  the  country;  and  having 

*  Claud  Granier.  Aug.  of  Sates.   Life  St.  Franc.  B.  II. 
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fead  to  thdfo  the  letter,  which  he  had  received 
from  his"  sovereign,  he  observed  to  them  that 
Chablais  and  the  three  bailiwicks  which  composed 
the  finest  and  tnost  populous  part  of  the  diocelfe 
of4  Geneva,  had  groaned  for  more  than  sixty  years 
under  the  yoke  of  heresy;  that  God  after  having 
abandoned  these  people  for  so  long  a  time  to  the 
spirit  of  error,  and  to  the  desires  of  their  own 
heart,  had  at  length  looked  on  them  with  those 
eyes  of  mercy,  which  the  greatest  crimes,  can 
never  .exhaust;  that  he  had  moved  the  heart  ol^ 
their  prince;  that  he  had  employed  the  voice  of 
their  Sovereign  to  invite  them  to  a  spiritual  con- 
quest of  countries  so  consigned  to  desolation^ 
that  it  would  be  an  instance  of  the  most  shameful 
prevarication,  to  refuse  to  hear  and  obey  the 
call ;  that  he  asked  for  workmen  to  repair  the 
ruins  of  the  peopli  of  God;  that  he  was  willing 
to  proceed  at  their  head,  without  claiming  any 
exemption  from  labour,  in  consequence  of  his  age 
and  infirmities ;  that  he  had  assembled  them  to 
choose  assistants  in  this  holy  enterprise.  He  wa% 
free  to  acknowledge,  that  there  would  be  much  to 
undergo,  but,  he  could  say  with  St.  Paul,  that 
his  life  was  not  dearer  to  him  thati  his  toul ;  he 
was  ready  to  sacrifice  his  present  existence  to  the*  $ 
duties  of  his  ministry,  and  those  whom  he 
associated  in  this  holy  vocation,  he  believed  to  be 

VOL.  I.  I 


Digitized 


by  Google 


130  THE  LIFE  OF  ST.  FRANCIS 

animated  with  similar  sentiments  and  ^positions. 
The  object  now  before  them,  added  the  holy  pre- 
late, was  not  to  go  in  quest  of  undiscovered 
shores,  nor  to  carry  the  light  of  faith  to  nations,, 
with  whose  manners  and  language  they  were  un- 
acquainted; but  to  labour  at  the  conversion  of 
their  own  countrymen,  of  subjects  of  the  same 
prince,  of  people  who  were  governed  nearly  by 
the  same  laws,  and  whom,  the  baptism  which 
they  had  received  might  induce  to  return  to  the 
religion  of  their  forefathers. 

"  You  are  not  to  regard,"  said  he,  "  the  la- 
bours, which  are  to  attend  the  enterprise,  but 
those  glorious  rewards,  with  which  your  suffer- 
ings will  be  followed;  and  the  same  God  who 
calls  you  to  the  assistance  of  your  brethren,  will 
himself  be  your  guide,  your  stength,  your  pro- 
tector and  your  crown." 

*  The  discourse  of  the  bishop,  far  from  in- 
spiring those  who  heard  him  with  the  ardent  zeal, 
with  which  he  was  animated,  tended  only  to  fill 
every  heart  with  dismay.  Each  one  with  down- 
cast loots,  appeared  fearful  of  meeting  the  eyes 
%pf  the  prelate ;  the  prospect  of  the  sufferings  and 
gangers  to  which  those  would  be  exposed,  who 


*  Idem  ibid. 


ligitized  by.  VjOQQIC 


OF  SALES.     BOOK  II.  131 

should  b&  selected  for  the  mission  of  Chablais, 
prevented  any  from  offering  their  services;  and 
far  from  seconding  the* zeal  of  the  holy  bishop, 
all  seemed  disposed  to  abandon  him  in  this  criti- 
cal conjuncture. 

Francis  of  Sales  alone  appeared  affected  with 
this  address.  Instead  of  the  astonishment,  which 
was  painted  on  every  countenance,  he  betrayed  in 
his  eyes  and  in  his  manner,  a  pious  emotion,  and 
an  impatience  dictated  by  zeal,  to  second  the  re- 
ligious intentions  of  his  prince,  and  of  his  bishop. 
Accordingly  no  sooner  did  the  holy  prelate  turn  to 
him  to  ask  his  opinion,  than  he  replied  with 
promptitude,  that  he  was  not  only  willing  to  fol- 
low his  bishop  in  the  proposed  enterprise,  but 
that  he  offered  his  services,  if  he  should  be  thought 
capable,  to  conduct  the  business  himself;  he  con- 
sidered himself  obliged  to  represent. to  his  supe- 
rior, that  his  great  age  and  infirmities  did  not 
permit  him  to  expose  himself  to  the  sufferings 
and  fatigues,  with  which  the  proposed  enterprise 
would  be  infallibly  attended;  if  he  was  a  bishop, 
he  was  at  the  same  time  a  man,  and  should  con- 
sider that  his  undertakings  ought  to  be  measured 
by  his  strength;  that  God  demanded  no  more? 
that  it  was  perfectly  true  that  he  insists  on  the 
general  exercise  of  charity,  and  this  he  particu- 
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larly  requires  of  pastors,  more  than  of  others  ; 
but  he  likewise  requires  discretion,  and  it  is  his 
will  that  zeal  should  be  under  the  influence  of 
prudence;  if  his  bishop  believed  himself  bound 
to  sacrifice  his  life  for  the  rebellious  portion  of  hit 
flock,  he  owed  himself  not  less  to  that  part,  which 
had  always  preserved  its  fidelity;  that  it  was 
sufficient  on  this  occasion,  that  the  work  should 
be  conducted  by  his  orders,  and  that  he  had  to 
imitate  Moses,  who  remained  in  prayer  on  the 
mountain,  while  Josue  fought  in  the  plain. 

He  added,  that  he  did  not  believe  it  necessary 
to  send  in  the  first  instance  a  great  number  of 
missionaries  to  Chablais ;  that  few  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  explore  the  country,  and  sound  the  dis- 
positions of  the  people  with  respect  to  their  return 
to  the  Catholic  Church;  that  according  to  their 
success,  a  farther  proportion  might  be  employed, 
when  the  good  bishop  might  in  person  crown  the 
pious  enterprise;  that  in  the  mean  time  he  offered 
his  services  to  enter  first  the  provinces,  which  had 
revolted  from  the  Church,  and  that  he  asked  only 
for  a  small  number  of  proper  persons,  possessed 
of  a  sufficient  share  of  patience  and  constancy  not 
to  be  disheartened  with  the  first  difficulties. 

The  whole  assembly  adopted  the  opinion  of 
Francis:  even  the  holy  prelate  yielded  to  the  re- 
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4bnstrances*whith  were  generally  made, to  hirp  in 
consequence  of  his  advanced  age  and  infirmities, 
Francis  was  then  chosen  to  begin  the  mission  of 
Chablajs,  and  to  assume  the  principal  manage- 
ment of  the  work.    But  when  it  was  proposed  to 
|#Ject  his  associates,  no  one  offered  his  services, 
but  Lewis  of  Sales,  of  whom  mention  has  been 
made  in  the  first  book  of  this  history .    *  The 
bishop  of  Geneva  could  not  endure  the  idea  of 
suffering  Francis  to  proceed  to  Chablais  without 
more  assistance;  but  as  the  zealous  missionary 
insisted  tha^  a  greater  number  was  by  no  means 
necessary  in  the  commencement  of  the  mission, 
the  prelate  yielded  to  his  reasons,  and  the  assem- 
bly closed  by  offering  the  most  fervent  prayers, 
for  the  success  of  the  holy  enterprise. 

On  this  occasion  there  appeared  in  the  assera- 
fcly  something  similar  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Christians  of  Miletus,  with  respect  to  St.  Paul.§ 
The  faithful  struck  with  the  appearance  of  dan- 
gers and  even  of  death,  with  which  that  great 
apostle  was  threatened,  if  he  went  to  Jerusalem, 
and  alarmed  with  the  predictions,  that  he  was  to 
be  bound  and  loaded  with  chains,  and  to  undergo 
extreme  sufferings,  attempted  by  every  art  of  per- 


.  *  Aug*  of  Sales.  Book  II.       §  Acts  xx.  and  xxi. 
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suasion  to  divert  him  from  a  jo#meyi  Which  vHat 
likely  to  deprive  the  Church  of  his  services ;  hut 
finding  him  inflexible  in  his  resolution  of  depart- 
ing, and  observing  his  zeal  to  be  superior  to  the 
fear  of  the  greatest  dangers,  they  submitted  to  the 
odder  of  Heaven,  and  parted  from  him  witb 
tears  in  their  eyes,  repeating  with  resignation : 
Set  the  will  of  the  Lord  be  accomplished. 

The  report  that  Francis  of  Sales  was  chosen 
to  commence  the  mission  of  Chablais,  and  that  he 
was  determined  to  proceed  thither  on^he  first  op* 
portunity  was  no  sooner  spread  in  Annecy,  than 
his  friends  were  seized  with  alarm.  They  formed 
a  judgment  of  what  the  Calvinists  were  likely  to 
do  to  preserve  their  religion,  from  what  they  had 
done  to  establish  it,  and  then  imagined  that  he 
would  expose  himself  to  certain  death,  if  alone 
and  unprotected  he  mhould  undertake  what  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  had  been  unable  to  accomplish  at 
the  head  of  a  powerful  army.  No  one  among  them 
omitted  any  means  in  his  power  to  dissuade  him 
from  the  resolution,  which  he  had  formed.  In 
Vain  they  represented  to  him  in  the  liveliest  man* 
iler,  the  fatigues  and  dangers  which  he  was  going 
to  encounter,  and  the  inconsiderable  appearance 
of  success  in  his  enterprise.  They  wrote  on  the 
subject  to  the  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales,  of 
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#flbm  he  ininddtto  take  leave  before  his  depar- 
ture. He  would  have  been  happy  to  perform  this 
task  by  letter,  in  order  to  avoid  the  struggle, 
which  he  expected  with  persons  the  dearest  to  his 
heart;  bat  as  the  castle  of  Sales,  where  they  then 
resided,  was  on  his  road,  his  appearance  in  perso* 
became  indispensable. 

On  this  occasion,  he  had  to  contend  with 
whatever  the  feelings  of  nature  tan  suggest  to 
shake  the  human  heart.  The  Count  of  Sales,  who 
by  no  raearii?  approved  the  intended  mission,  and 
who  shewed  the  most  decided  disapprobation  of 
|he  choice,  that  baleen  made  of  his  son  and  of 
his  nephew  for  the  execution  of  a  project,  which 
he  believed  would  completely  fail,  spared  no  pains 
to  divert  them  both  from  their  purpose.    His  age, 
his  experience,  the  important  transactions,  which 
fce  had  conducted  with  prudaace,  had  ensured  to 
him  that  share  of  esteem  and  authority,  which 
gpve  a  weight  to  his  opinion.    He  communicated 
bis  sentiments  without  reserve;  and  had  no  hesi- 
tation to  pronounce  the  mission  of  Chablais  to  be 
an  enterprise  defective  in  the  plan,  and  more 
Waraeable  in  the  execution;  an  enterprise,  which 
exhibited  more  zeal  ihan  prudence,  which  might 
be  attended  with  unpleasant  consequences,  and 
from  which,  according  to  all  human  calculation, 
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no  good  was  likely  to  result,  lie  *piesen£ed"i$ 
the  liveliest  colours,  the  obstacles  which  would 
retard  their  progress,  the  dangers  which  wotM 
affright  them,  and  the  indelible  shame  of"*  having 
engaged  in  an  enterprise,  with  such  slender  hopes 
if  success.  He  added,  that  if  he  had  not  seen  in 
their  $ands,  the  orders  of  the  Duke  and  of  the 
%ishop,  h#  never  should  have  believed  that  twa 
persons  of  their  sense  and  discretion,  could  be 
capable  of  approving  such  a  project;  he  assured 
them  that  he  would  write  to  both  their  employers^* 
to  represent  the  inconveniences  of  4he  concern, 
and  to  exhort  them  to  alter  their  measures ;  and 
in  the  mean  time,  he  forbaufcfthem  by  all  the  au%' 
thority,  which  God  had  given  him  over  them,  to 
proceed  farther,  and  obstinately  persist  iq  mn  en* 
terprise  which  was  so  much  above  their  strength* 

While  the  CounMtwas  speaking,  the  Countess 
Was  bathed  in  tears,  and  manifesting  emotions  ca- 
pable of  softening  a  less  feeling  heart  than  th&t 
of  her  son.  But  that  faith,  which  animates  tfiejust 
man,  that  confidence  in  God,  which  invigorates 
his  heart,  and  influences  his  conduct,  proved  su- 
perior to  the  feelings  of  nature,  and  Francis 
plied  with  his  usual  meeknes%  that  if  tbemibjectK 
were  to  be  considered  in  the  light  in  which  they  \ 
placed  it,  the  design  which  the  Apostles  had 
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jfermedfc  and  kad&  happily  carried  into  effect,  of 
preaching  the  gospel  to  all  the  nations  of  the 
cartfi,  and  of  undertaking  the  conversion  of  the 
isoild,  #ust  be  treated  as  an  extravagant  project ; 
that  it  was  apparently  much  less  probable,  that 
twelve  poor  fishermen,  desljfute  of  knowledge,  4t 
eloquence,  of  property,  and  of  protection,  qfrouid 
iueceed  in  their  undertaking  in  deflate  of  tb$ 
hostile  powers  of  the  world,  than  that  some  de- 
gree of  success  should  attend  the  mission  of  Cha- 
Mais;  that,  if  every  objection,  which  human  rea- 
son may  oppose,  to  a  great  plan,  had  been  listened 
to,  we  should  now  be  involved  in  the  darkness  of 
paganism ;  that  he^fully  acknowledged  the  very 
great  difference  between  Lewis  of  Sales  and  him- 
self om  one  jride,  and  those  great  men  on  the  other, 
who  were  filled  with  the  spirit  of  God,  confirmed 
in  grace,  and  supported  by  the  power  of  working 
miracles ;  but  that  there  wag&ssuredly  no  compa- 
rison between  their  achievements  and  the*  mission 
uAder  consideration;  that  in  the  present  instance, 
nothing  was  to  be  done,  but  to  make  an  applica- 
tion to  people,  in  the  name  of  ^the  God,  whom 
they  adored,  and  of  the  prince,  whom  they  ho- 
noured; to  Christians,  who  had  left  the  fold  of' 
the  Church,  to  whicji  they  were  invited  to  return; 
to  Christians,  who  had  received  the  same  baptism, 
who  admitted  the  same  scriptures,  who  adopted 
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the  ancient  cireeds,  and  followed  sar  many  pbserv 
ances  in  common  with  ourselves ;  that  there  was 
no  danger  of  being  considered  as  strangers,  #ho 
came  to  establish  the  worship  of  unknot  deities* 
and  rob  them  of  their  fairest  hopes ;  that  so  far 
from  being  crossed  i»  this  project  by  the  ruling 
powers  of  the  earth,  they  were  perfectly  well  dis- 
posed; tfcpt  their  family  was  held  in  high  contifc 
deration,  and  they  would  find  in  Chablais,  per- 
sons connected  by  the  ties  of  blood  and  of  friend- 
ship, who  would  never  suffer  violence  to  be  offer* 
ed  to  two  unarmed  individuals,  who  were  labour- 
ing for  their  salvation,  and  were  invested  with  the 
authority  of  their  Sovereign  he  was  ready  t%* 
acknowledge  that  the  undertaking  presented  con- 
siderable difficulties;  that  there  would-be  dangers 
to  encounter,  and  fatigues  to  endure;  that  possi- 
bly death  might  be  the  reward  of  their  labours,  as 
it  had  been  of  the  A^bstles,  whose  zeal  they  desired 
to  emulate;  but  to  this  it  might  be  replied,  that 
similar  dangers  are  encountered  in  a  military  life, 
and  for  a  much  less  noble  purpose ;  and  assuredly 
it  would  be  no  matter  of  surprise,  that  he  and  his 
cousin  should  for  the  acquisition  of  an  immortal 
crown,  encounter  those  dangers,  which  so  many 
faced  for  a  transient  share  ofqglory,  that  died  with 
them,  and  which,  on  many  occasions,  they  weft 
by  no  means  sure  of  attaining. 
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/The  Count  was  evidently  affected  with  this  for- 
cible address  of  his  son,  and  he  said,  that  if  Fran* 
cis  Ktelieved  himself  called  to  the  mission  of  Cha~ 
btais,  fieflhould  certainly  withdraw  his  opposition; 
but  he  hoped  that  his  son  would  consent,  that, 
measures  should  be  conceded  for  his  personal* 
safety,  and  proper  precautions  observed,  to  eq^brce 
flte  respect  due  to  the  authority  of  tb^ggChurcb^l 
and  of  his  Sovereign,  which  could  not  be  exposed 
to  the  contempt  of  people,  who  already  shewed 
but  too  much  propensity  to  resistance* 

Francis,  who  could  never  endure  that  the  sug- 
gestions of  human  prudence  shoulct  have  too 
much  influence,  when  the  cause  of  God  was  con- 
cerned, refuted  with  warmth,  that  it  was  to  him  a 
matter  of  surprise,  that  cowardice  could  be  allow- 
ed, only  when  the  cause  of  God  was  to  be  main- 
tained; that  if  He  had  follo*ttl  a  military  life,  as 
his  birth  and  rank  of  eldest  son  appeared  to  de- 
m&nd^ie  should  have  incurred  blame,  if  the  sight 
of  danger  had  stopped  him  in  the  execution  of  his 
duty;  that  on  the  contrary,  having  embraced  the 
ecclesiastical  state,  and  being  engaged  in  this  holy 
warfare,  where  there  are  combats  to  sustain, 
though  with  different  weapons,  against  the  ene- 
mies of  God  and  his  Church,  he  was  now  doomed 
to  hear  nothing  but  means  of  retreating,  nothing 
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but  difficulties  and  measures  of  precaution ;  as  if  it 
were  less  shameful  to  have  recourse  to  flight  on 
these  occasions,  than  in  the  service  of  a  temporal 
prince;  he  farther  observed,  that  the  at$k  of  God 
was  not  shortened,  nor  was  his  power  diminished ; 
|hat  he  stood  not  in  need  of  the  assistance  of  men ; 
that  the  weakest  instruments  were  sufficient  t^fen- 
fSure  success  to  the  greatest  enterprises ;  and  that 
strengthened  as  he  was  with  the  united  authority 
of  the  Church  and  of  his  prince,  he  should  be 
enabled  to  prevent,  or  to  frustrate  &ny  JtttempJ 
against  his  person. 

After  making  these  observations,  he  prepare^ 
for  his  departure.  Taking  Lewis  of  Sales  by  the 
hand,  he  said:  "  Let  us  go  whither  (|pd  calls  us. 
There  are  combats,  where  victory  can  be  gained 
only  by  flight.  A  longer  stay  will  tend  only  to 
weaken  our  resolution;  and  others  more  intrepid 
may  snatch  away  the  crown,  which  is  prepared 
for  us." 

*  The  Count  astonished  at  the  determined  cou- 
rage of  his  son,  could  no  longer  detain  him.  They 
parted,  and  the  distressed  father  followed  at  a  dis- 
tance.   Having  gazed  at  th$  heroic  missionaries, 

*  Idem  ibid. 
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as  long  as  they  remained  in  sight,  he  returned  to 
console  the  Countess,  wfco  was  plunged  into  the 
deepest  faction,  at  the  prospect  of  those  dangers^ 
to  which  she  was  convinced  that  a  son  so  dear  to 
her  was  going  to  be  exposed. 

Francis  was  now  arrived  at  the  confines  of  Cha- 
Mai$r  andTfelt  himself  invigorated  with  a  more 
ardent  zeal,  than  he  had  yet  experienced.  At  the 
sight  of  the  place,  which  was  to  be  the  scene  of 
his  labours,  he  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  melting  in 
tears,  begged  of  God  to  give  a  blessing  to  their 
eptiance  into  the  province,  and  to  Iheir  abode 
there,  to  be  their  guide  and  their  strength,  to  put 
into  their  nwuths  the  words  of  life,  and  to  inflame 
their  hearts  with  such  ardent  charity,  as  might 
overcome  the  contradictions  of  men,  and  the  obr 
staclet,  which  the  princes  of  darkness  would  be 
capable  of  raising  to  the  reconciliation  of  these 
people  to  the  Catholic  Church,  to  which  they 
were  dfeie to  press  them  to  return.  Having  finish- 
ed his  prayer, .  he  turned  to  Lewis  of  Sales,  and 
embracing  him  with  great  tenderness,  he  said; 
"  A  thought  just  occurs  to  my  mind;  we  are  en- 
entering  this  province,  in  order  to  perform  the 
functions  of  Apostles ;  if  we  are  dopirous  of  suc- 
cess, we  cannot  imitate  with  too  much  care  their 
apostolic  conduct.    Let  us  send  back  our  horses. 
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proceed  on  foot,  and  be  satisfied  with  the  necessa- 
ries of  life."  Lewis  consented  to  the  proposal, 
And  they  proceeded  op  foot  to  Allingesy  a  strong 
.  and  well  fortified  place,  situated  at  die  fbot 
of  a  mountain,  detached  from  the  adjoining 
heights.  The  Baron  of  Hermance,  govferntr  of 
the  province  for  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  resided  there, 
and  kept  the  whole  country  in  subjectf&n,  fl^the 
means  of  a  strong  garrison,  which  the  Duke  there 
supported.  As  he  was  an  intimate  friend4  of  the 
house  of  Sales,  and  bad  a  peculiar  regard  for 
Francis,  he  received  his  guests  with  the  greatest 
demonstrations  of  joy,  and  entertained  them  kt  a 
manner  proportioned  to  bis  esteem  for  their  merit. 
After  the  first  salutations,  Francis  presented  three 
letters,  one  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  another  from 
the  bishop  of  Geneva,  and  a  third  from  the  Count 
of  Sales.  *  ' 

*  The  Duke  commanded  him,  to  receive  and 
support,  with  all  the  authority,  which  he  had  in 
the  province,  the  missionaries  who  should  be  sent 
by  the  bishop  of  Geneva,  for  the  purpose  of  la- 
bouring at  the  conversion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Chablais.  The  bishop  named  to  him,  the  persons 
whom  he  had*  chosen  for  the  employment,  and 


*  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  II. 
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begged  him  to  take  them  under  his  protection. 
The  Count  of  Sales  conjured  him,  by  the  inti- 
mate and  ancient  friendship,  which  subsisted  b* 
tween  therp,  to  pay  particular  attention  to  his  son, 
and  nefkew,  and  to  assist  them  with  his  counsels 
an&atithority. 

^ike  Uaron  of  Hermance,  haying  read  these 
letters,  replied ;  that  he  should  execute  with  the 
utmost  punctuality,  and  with  equal  pleasure, 
whatever  was  enjoined  by  his  Sovereign,  or  re- 
quested by  his  dearest  friends.  He  afterwards 
Aftducted  them  to  a  platform  in  the  upper  part 
of  his  castle,  which  commanded  a  view  of  the 
whole  country ;  and  pointing  to  the  batteries  of 
canon  and  to  the  garrison  under  arms,  he  said: 

*  €€  I  hope  we  shall  not  need  these  resources,  if 
the  Calvinists  are  disposed  to  listen  to  you/9  But 
the  attention  of  Francis  was  engrossed  with  a 
sight,  which  made  the  deepest  impression  on  his 
mind;  he  observed  on  all  sides,  the'  churches  de- 
molished, the  monasteries  in  ruins,  the  crosses 
thrown  down,  towns,  villages  and  hamlets  in  a 
state  of  desolation;  the  fatal  consequences  of  the 
change  of  religion,  and  of  the  civil  war,  which  it 
had  occasioned  in  that  fine  province.  At  the  sight 

*  Anon.  Life  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales.   Aug.  of  Sales,  ife. 
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of  these  mournful  remains  of  the  Catholic  rdligi~ 
on,  which  had  formerly  shone  with  so  much 
splendor  in  Chablais,  he  was  unable  to  restrain 
his  tears ;  and  following  the  impression  of  his 
sorrow,  he  piously  exclaimed:  "Lord,  the  peo- 
ple have  revolted  against  thee  and  agaiwt  thji 
anointed;  they  have  entered  thy  inheritance;  they 
have  profaned  thy  temples;  abolished  thywowUfr; 
ruined  thy  sanctuary.  Rise,  O  Lord,  judge  thy 
own  cause,  but  judge  it  in  thy  mercy."  He  re* 
mained  some  time  bathed  in  tears,  without  utter- 
ing a  word ;  afterwards  turning  to  the  Baron  of 
Hermance,  he  said:  "  These  are  great  disorder* 
we  want  an  eminent  physician  to  remove  them." 

They  afterwards  conferred  on  the  means  to  be 
adopted,  in  order  to  ensure  success  to  the  mis* 
sion  which  they  were  about  to  open.  The  Bprot 
of  Hermance  gate  them  excellent  advice.  He  was 
not  only  a  brave  man,  who  by  his  military  talents 
and  his  important  services  in  the  cause  of  his 
country,  had  gained  the  esteem  and  affection  of  his 
prince ;  but  he  possessed  consummate  experience, 
and  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  disposition  of  the 
people  whom  he  had  to  govern.  His  2eal  for  the 
Catholic  religion  was  ardent;  and  the  proofs 
which  he  had  given  of  it,  had  led  the  Duke  of 
'  Savoy  to  name  him  to  the  government  of  Chablais* 
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He  represented  to  him  with  great  judgment  the 
difficulty  of  the  enterprise,  in  which  they  were 
going  to  engage,  and  suggested  the  means  of  suf- 
mounting  the  obstacles  in  their  way.  He  informed 
them  that  they  would  have  to  do  with  people  who 
were  m  reality  well  disposed,  simple,  and  illite- 
rate, but  invincibly  obstinate,  when  their  minds 
w^ife  under  a  delusion ;  that  from  a  rooted  belief 
that  the  preservation  of  their  liberty  depended 
upon  that  of  their  religion,  they  were  prepared  to 
proceed  to  the  greatest  extremities  to  defend  it; 
that  the  neighbourhood  of  Geneva  and  Switzer- 
Ifc&d,  which  favoured  their  revolt,  rendered  them 
bold  and  enterprising ;  that  their  continual  con- 
nection with  those  countries,  and  the  form  of 
ecclesiastical  government  introduced  by  Calvin 
and  his  followers,  made  them  hostile  to  monarchy ; 
that  they  remained  in  subjection  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  with  reluctance ;  that  the/  had  withdrawn 
themselves  from  the  yoke  as  often  as  a  favourable 
opportunity  had  presented  itself,  and  that  they 
would  be  ready  to  repeat  the  same  practice  when- 
ever they  could  resort  to  it  with  a  prospect  of 
success ;  that  the  re-establishment  of  the  Catholic 
religion  would  in  time  dissipate  the  seeds  of  rebel- 
lion, and  excite  an  attachment  to  their  lawful  So- 
vereign ;  but  that  it  was  necessary  to  proceed  with 
singular  caution,  as,  the  did  faith  had  been  repre- 

vol.  i.  & 
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sented  to  them  in  the  most  frightful  colours;  that 
they  constantly  looked  on  the  Pope  as  antichrist; 
bishops  and  priests  as  his  agents,  the  mass  as  a 
public  profession  of  idolatry,  the  Catholics  as  ido- 
laters and  the  laws  of  the  Church  as  an  insup- 
portable tyranny;  that  they  would  have  to  da 
with  ministers,  whose  general  character  was* 
marked  with  presumption,  who  considered  t&Sse 
people  as  a  conquest,  and  who  would  leave  no- 
thing unattempted  to  preserve  the  prize. 

The  Baron  of  Hermance,  drew  from  his  own 
statement,  a  clear  conclusion,  that  a  considerable 
share  of  address,  mildness  and  condescension  was 
necessary ;  that  essentials  only  were  to  be  attended 
to;  that  they  had  to  avoid  all  singularity,  and 
the  suggestions  of  zeal  uninfluenced  by  prudence. 
He  observed,  that  great  patience  was  necessary  to 
the  success  of  their  enterprise;  that  the  least  pre- 
cipitation would  disconcert  their  whole  plan,  and 
that  time  and  the  blessing  of  Heaven  on  their  la- 
bours, would  bring  the  business  to  a  desirable 
conclusion. 

He  added,  that  their  operations  should  com- 
mence at  ThQnort,  the  capital  of  the  province, 
which  was  not  so  far  from  Allinges,  as  to  prevent 
th$in  from  retiring  to  the  latter  place  to  sleep; 
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for  independently  of  the  danger  there  would  be 
in  remaining  at  Thonon,  they  would  find  no  one 
either  willing  or  hold  enough  to  furnish  them  with 
lodgings ;  that  there  would  be  still  greater  risk 
in  attempting  to  say  mass ;  for  which  reasons,  he 
offered  them  the  chapel  in  his  castle  to  satisfy 
their  devotion,  assuring  them  that  every  thing 
sftttuld  be  conducted  with  the  most  perfect  safety 
and  propriety. 

Francis,  whose  mind  was  ever  influenced,  in 
the  highest  degree,  with  moderation  and  meek- 
ness, approved  completely  of  the  observations  of 
the  Baron  of  Hermance;  he  took  notes  of  his 
directions,  which  he  followed  with  the  most  scru- 
pulous exactness,  and  proceeded  to  Thonon,  ac- 
companied by  Lewis  of  Sales,  and  one  servant 
only,  with  whose  zeal  and  fidelity  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted. His  equipage  consisted  of  a  bag,  con- 
taining a  bible  and  a  breviary,  which  be  fre- 
quently carried  himself;  he  performed  his  jouraies 
on  foot,  with  a  staff  in  his  hand,  and  every  day 
walked  two  long  leagues  in  a  very  uncultivated 
country,  in  order  to  return  to  Allinges  to  sleep ; 
he  nerer  left  his  quarters  in  the  morning  without 
celebrating  the  Divine  mysteries,  and  strengthen- 
ing himself  with  the  bread  of  the  strong.  A* 
his  constitution  was  robust  and  vigorous,  and  as 
e2 
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he  had  habituated  himself  much  to  fasting,  cus- 
tom soon  enabled  turn  to  Endure  hunger,  thirst,, 
and  all  the  fatigue  inseparable  from  the  arduous 
ministry  which  be  had  undertaken.  His  dress  was 
simple,  but  free  from  affectation;  and  agreeably 
to  the  practice  of  that  time,  he  generally  wore 
short  boots ;  the  management  of  his  hair  and 
beard,  which  he  adapted  to  the  prevailing  fashion, 
together  with  the  whole  of  his  dress,  rendered 
him  as  to  external  appearance,  but  little  different 
from  those  who  were  accounted  respectable  in  the 
world.    This  conduct  procured  him  admission  to 
the  houses  of  many  Calvinists,  whom  he  gained  to 
the  Church.  Other  missionaries,  who  were  after- 
wards assigned  to  him  as  assistants,  neglecting 
this  precaution,  and  boasting  how  little  attention 
they  paid  to  the  prejudices  of  these  people  in  in- 
different things,  soon  experienced  obstacles,  which 
they  had  extreme^  difficulty  to  surmoupt ;  so  true  it 
is,  that  the  most  trifling  circumstances,  in  trans- 
actions with  persons  labouring  under  prejudice, 
are  capable  of  counteracting  the  most  important 
designs.    Francis  of  Sales  used  to  say  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  he  thought  it  riot  a  matter  of  indiffe- 
rence, pertinaciously  to  adhere  to  the  practice  of 
indifferent  things,  when  his  neighbour  did  not  re- 
gard them  with  the  eyes  of  indifference. 
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From  the  same  motive  of  charitable  condescen- 
sion, he  determined  never  to  make  use  of  any  in- 
jurious terms,  in  speaking  of  the  Calvinists  and 
their  doctrine,  and  never  to  oppose  to  their  in- 
sults and  outrages,  any  thing  but  meekness  and 
invincible  patience.    His  associates  in  the  mission 
of  Chablais,  blamed  him  on  this  account,  and 
charged  him  with  too  kind  attention  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  faith.    They  loudly  declared  that  he 
did  not  sufficiently  avail  himself  of  the  authority 
of  his  Sovereign,  with  which  he  was  known  to  be 
invested ;  but  by  departing  from  his  principles  of 
conduct,  these  accusers  of  Francis  nearly  counter- 
acted the  grand  business  in  view,  that  of  recon- 
ciling the  people  of  Chablais  to  the  Church ;  and 
the  plan  proved  ultimately  successful,  only  by  foU 
lowing  his  discreet  conduct,  to  whom  the  whole 
honour  of  the  proceeding  was  afterwards  attri" 
buted, 

His  first  step,  on  his  arrival  at  Thonon,  was  to 
wait  on  the  magistrates,  and  to  present  the  letters 
addressed  to  them  by  the  Baron  of  Hermance. 
These  letters  contained  the  substance  of  the  com- 
munication, made  to  the  Baron  by  the  Duke  of. 
Savoy ;  and  he  added  from  himself,  that  he  placed 
Lewis  and  Francis  of  Sales,  their  dependants,  and 
those  who  might  hereafter  be  associated  with  them, 
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under  their  protection ;  that  he  committed  to  them 
the  care  of  their  persons,  and  that  he  would  rem 
der  them  responsible  for  any  attempt  that  should 
be  aimed  at  their  lives. 

The  magistrates  of  Thonon  received  these  letters 
with  much  apparent  respect,  and  promised  to 
comply  with  the  injunctions  given;  but  no  sooner 
was  the  report  of  their  arrival  spread  through  the 
town  and  the  neighbourhood,  than  the,  people 
seemed  disposed  to  rise.  *  It  was  said  in  terms 
extremely  clear,  that  these  papal  emissaries  should 
be  driven  away,  who  thus  came  to  disturb  them 
in  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  their  religion;  that 
they  should  be  treated  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
destroy  all  inclination  to  return;  that  moderation 
was  a  dangerous  expedient,  when  they  were  in 
danger  of  losing  the  liberty  of  conscience,  which 
they  had  obtained  after  so  many  struggles ;  that 
the  Duke  himself  would  be  obliged  to  dissemble 
his  resentment,  and  that  the  numbers  involved  in 
the  guilt  would  prevent  all  research,  and  render 
punishment  impracticable. 

f  While  affairs  bore  this  aspect  at  Thonon, 
sentiments  still  more  hostile  were  entertained 


*  Aug.  of  Sales,  life.  Book  II.    f  Idem  ibid. 
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against  the  two  missionaries  at  Geneva,  which  is 
distant  from  the  former  place,  but  four  or  five 
leagues.  It  was  asserted,  that  the  Duke,  in  send- 
ing them,  having  violated  the  two  last  treaties  of 
peace,  had  released  them  from  the  observance  of 
those  compacts;  that  the  succour  of  the  Swiss, 
who  were  guarantees  of  the  treaties,  was  to  be 
implored  ;  that  a  clear  right  existed  of  having 
recourse  to  arms ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time,  it 
was.  necessary  to  be  rid  of  the  two  missionaries,  in 
whatever  manner,  even  by  assassination,  if  they 
could  not  be  forced  otherwise  to  retire. 

-  *  An  account  of  these  sentiments  having  reach- 
ed Thonon,  contributed  to  inflame  the  resentment 
gf  the  people  against  the  two  missionaries;  their 
hostile  disposition  proceeded  to  such  a  length,  that 
the  resolution  of  Lewis  of  Sales  was  considerably 
shaken.  He  asked  Francis  with  much  earnestness 
what  hopes  of  success  they  could  possibly  enter- 
tain among  people  so  refractory:  what  prospect 
they  had  of  even  obtaining  a  hearing ;  he  observed 
that  if  it  was  dangerous  to  appear  in  public,  it 
ttmst  be  an  indication  of  temerity  to  proceed  far- 
ther in  theijr  undertaking.  He  added,  that  be 
wished  not  to  abandon  so  holy  an  enterprise,  but 


*  Aug.  of  Sales,"  ibid. 
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he  believed,  it  would  be  found  necessary  to  po»t- 
pone  it  till  a  more  favourable  opportunity  should 
present  itself,  when  their  measures  might  be  bet- 
ter concerted;  and  that  if  it  should  happen,  that 
the  majesty  of  the  prince  should  be  violated  by 
any  injury  offered  to  their  persons,  and  the  rights 
of  hospitality  infringed,  they  might  be  accused  of 
having  drawn,  by  their  indiscretion,  the  borrow 
of  war  on  their  country,  and  would  in  some  mea- 
sure be  responsible  for  the  dreadful  consequences, 
which  usually  ensue. 

*  But  Francis,  embracing  him  tenderly,  ob- 
served that  nothing  had  yet  taken  place,  which 
might  not  have  been  reasonably  expected ;  that  it 
could  not  be  supposed,  that  these  people  would 
rush  from  their  abodes  to  meet  them,  and  renounc- 
ing their  ancient  prejudices,  would  hasten  in 
crowds  to  hear  their  doctrine ;  that  as  to  them- 
selves they  were  as  healthy  as  when  they  left  their 
homes;  that  these  people  would  very  seriously 
calculate  consequences,  before  they  proceeded  to 
any  injury  against  their  persons ;  that  it  is  the  or- 
dinary practice  of  the  great  mass  of  mankind,  to 
tfaise  a  clamour;  but  when  they  observe  any  share 
of  unshaken  resolution,  they  gradually  become 


*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales,  ibid. 
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accustomed  to  that,  which  at  first  appeared  sin- 
gular ;  finally,  that  God  had  rescued  his  servants 
from  greater  dangers,  and  while  He  should  con- 
tinue His  protection,  they  had  nothing  to  dread 
from  the  impotent  rage  of  men. 

He  added,  that  he  believed  enough,  had  been 
done  that  day,  and  that  it  was  proper  to  return  to 
Allhages,  to  give  an  account  to  the  Baron  of  Her- 
mance,  of  what  had  passed  at  Thonon.  "  But," 
said  he  in  a  pleasant  manner,  "  you  must  allow 
me  to  tell  the  tale;  for  as  fear  enlarges  the  objects 
before  it,  I  should  be  apprehensive  ,  were  you  to 
give  the  narrative,  that  the  evil  might  appear 
greater  than  it  really  is." 

The  Baron  of  Hermance  being  informed  from 
themselves,  of  the  nature  of  the  reception,  which 
they  had  experienced  at  Thonon,  was  not  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  mission  should  be  abandoned,  or 
even  postponed  to  another  time ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  judged,  that  the  respect  due  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  required  that  it  should  suffer  no  interrup- 
tion. *  But  he  likewise  thought  it  necessary  to 
provide  for  the  safety  of  the  missionaries,  and 
not  abandon  them  to  the  insults  of  the  populace, 


*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales,  ibid. 
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blinded  by  rage,  obstinately  attached  to  error,  and 
misled  by  the  emissaries  of  Geneva.  On  this  ac- 
count, he  offered  them  a  powerful  escort  frqm  his 
garrison.  *  Francis  peremptorily  declined  the 
offer,  and  protested  to  the  Baron  of  Hermance, 
who  pertinaciously  adhered  to  this  plan,  that  he 
would  rather  abandon  the  mission,  than  suffer  the 
least  violence  to  be  offered  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Thonon,  or  ever  give  them  any  occasion  of  pub- 
lishing to  the  world,  that  any  constraint  bad  been 
resorted  to  for  their  religious  instruction.  He 
moreover  declared,  that  they  had  entered  Chablais 
a*apostles;  that  they  were  determined  to  preserve 
the  same  character,  and  that  they  would  never 
employ  any  other  arms  against  the  Calvinists  than 
the  word  of  God.  He  candidly  acknowledged, 
that  temporal  princes,  had  often  been  under  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  other  methods,  with  con- 
siderable success;  but  the  same  indulgence  could 
not  be  allowed  to  persons  of  their  description; 
their  functions  were  apostolical,  and  their  coa- 
duct  should  bear  some  proportion  to  the  character 
which  they  sustained. 

The  Baron  replied,  that  he  would  inform  the 
inhabitants  of  Thonon,  that  the  escort,  which  he 

*  Anon.  Book  I. 
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wished  to  assign,  was  not  intended  to  impose  re* 
straint  on  the  town,  But  to  keep  the  people  within 
the  bounds  of  duty,  and  to  prevent  them  from 
proceeding  to  any  extremities,  which  might  be  at- 
tended with  fatal  consequences.  But  the  resolu- 
tion of  Francis  remained  unshaken ;  and  all  that 
the  Baron  could  gain  with  the  most  importunate 
entreaties  was,  that  he  might  write  a  second  letter 
to  the  magistrates  of  the  town,  to  explain  to  them 
their  real  interests,  and  again  to  render  them  re- 
sponsible for  all  that  might  happen  in  opposition 
to  the  wishes  and  the  authority  of  their  Sovereign. 
In  the  mean  time,  Francis  was  induced  to  remafb, 
till  an  answer  should  arrive*. 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution,  the  Baron  of 
Hermance  wrote  to  the  magistrates  of  Thonon, 
informing  them  that  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  in  send* 
ing  Francis  of  Sales  into  the  province,  had  nd 
intention  of  violating  the  liberty  of  conscience,  or 
any  privilege,  which  they  enjoyed.  A  strong 
proof,  observed  the  Baron,  that  constraint  was 
not  intended,  might  be  seen  in  employing  for  the 
purpose  two  priests  without  pomp,  without  atten- 
dance, and  without  any  weapons  of  defence,  but 
the  word  of  God:  the  Baron  also  remarked,  that 
as  they  and  their  allies  had  been  the  first  to  vio- 
late the  treaty,  in  which  all  innovations  in  reli- 
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gious  concerns,  were  forbidden  by  an  express 
clause,  the  Duke  of  Savoy  was  no  longer  bound 
by  a  compact,  which  had  been  thus  slighted;  that 
however  he  was  determined  not  to  impose  on  them 
any  restraint,  nor  diminish  their  liberty  in  the 
slightest  degree  in  an  affair  of  so  much  conse- 
quence; but  that  there  were  many  persons  in 
Chablais,  who  desired  to  be  instructed  in  the  Ca- 
tholic religion,  which  ihey  had  abandoned  onfip  in 
consequence  of  the  violent  measures,  that  had 
been  employed ;  that  the  Duke  ordered  them  to 
be  left  at  complete  liberty  for  that  purpose;  that 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  end,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  persons  capable  of  giving  religious  in- 
struction should  be  admitted  into  the  province ; 
that  the  people  had  nothing  in  their  mouths  but 
liberty  of  conscience,  which  they  openly  violated 
by  refusing  to  suffer  those  who  were  disposed  to 
embrace  the  Catholic  religion,  to  accomplish  their 
purpose  with  any  safety;  that  the  Duke  took  per- 
sons of  this  character  under  his  protection;  that 
he  desired  it  clearly  to  be  understood,  that  Fran- 
cis of  Sales  should  preach  the  Catholic  doctrine 
without  molestation;  that  no  person  should  be 
forced  to  hear  him,  but  that  no  violence  should 
be  employed  against  those,  who  were  disposed  to 
give  him  their  confidence;  finally,  he  declared 
them  fronj  that  moment  responsible  for  all  the 
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harm,  that  might  happen  to  Francis  of  Sales,  or 
to  any  who  might  be  associated  with  him  in  hb 
pious  enterprise. 

The  magistrates  replied  to  this  communication, 
by  throwing  the  blame  of  past  transactions  on  the 
populace,  who  are  not  easily  controled  on  such 
sudden  emergencies,  as  those  in  question,  and  by 
promising  to  employ  their  whole  authority  in  en* 
forcing  the  execution  of  the  orders  of  their  Sove* 
reign  with  becoming  respect. 

* 

Indeed  Francis  on  his  return  to  Thonon  was 
received  with  more  attention  and  regard ;  but  he 
had  not  been  long  there,  before  he  heard,  that 
very  secret  and  rigorous  orders  had  been  issued, 
not  to  listen  to  him,  or  to  have  with  him  any 
communication.  These  injunctions  were  execu- 
ted so  punctually,  that  Francis  in  the  heart 
of  Thonon,  was  as  much  deserted,  as  if  he  had 
been  consigned  to  complete  solitude.  He  how- 
ever went  daily  from  Allinges  to  Thonon,  with 
as  much  punctuality,  as  if  he  had  been  called  by 
the  most  pressing  business ;  and  he  often  perform- 
ed the  journey  in  weather  so  unpleasant  and  bois- 
terous, that  countrymen  of  the  most  robust  con- 
stitution, had  pot  courage  to  go  into  the  open 


Digitized  by 


158  THE  LIFE  OP  ST.  FRANCIS 

sir.  *  Rain,  snow,  ice,  the  most  furious  Waits, 
even  the  horrors  of  night  were  not  sufficient  to 
hinder  him  from  undertaking  the  journey.  The 
cold  on  some  occasions  was  so  piercing,  that  he 
appeared  motionless  with  its  effects,  and  in  evi- 
dent danger  of  death;  but  nothing  could  stop,  or 
even  abate  the  ardour  of  his  zeal.  In  vain  was  he 
warned  of  the  dangers,  to  which  he  exposed  his 
person  without  any  prospect  of  success ;  he  always 
replied  in  the  words  of  our  Redeemer:  "  Do  yon 
not  know  that  I  am  about  the  work  of  my  father, 
who  is  in  Heaven?" 

He  added,  that  God  alone  knew  the  time  and 
season  which  he  had  fixed  for  the  conversion  of 
these  poor  people;  that  it  would  happen  sooner 
than  it  could  be  imagined,  and  therefore  he 
ought  to  be  ready  to  avail  himself  of  the  fair 
prospect. 

f  The  winter  of  this  year  was  so  severe,  and 
the  cold  so  intense,  that  his  feet  and  legs  were 
covered  with  sores.  About  this  time,  there  took 
place  another  event  of  a  singular  nature,  which 

*  Afcg.  of  Sales.  Book  II.  Anon.  Book  I. 
t  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  IL 
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would  have  completely  cooled  a  less  ardent  zeal 
than  that  with  which  he  was  inflamed.  One  day 
as  he  left  Thonon  at  a  later  hour  than  usual,,  to 
return  to  Allinges,  he  was  overtaken  by  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night ;  in  this  perplexity,  he  lost  his 
road,  and  after  wandering  about  for  a  considera- 
ble time  to  no  purpose,  he  arrived  late  at  a  vil- 
lage, but  found  every  door  shut.  The  ground 
was  covered  with  snow,  and  the  cold  so  extremely 
piercing,  that  during  the  whole  day,  the  hus- 
bandmen had  been  obliged  to  remain  at  home 
with  their  flocks.  He  knocked  at  every  door,  en- 
treating the  inhabitants,  by  considerations  of  the 
most  pathetic  nature,  not  to  let  him  perish  with 
cold;  but  they  proved  to  be  Calvinists,  and  no 
one  would  give  him  admission.  To  complete  his 
misfortunes,  his  valet  named  him,  hoping  that 
this  would  excite  some  consideration ;  but  the 
device  remained^without  effect.  *  God,  who  ne- 
ver abandons  his  servants,  enabled  him  to  find,  in 
this  extremity,  the  oven  of  the  village,  still  re- 
taining some  portion  of  heat ;  into  this  asylum  he 
and  his  servant  made  their  way,  and  were  thus 
preserved  frota  death,  which  otherwise  must  in- 
evitably have  ensued. 


*  Anon.  Book  IL 
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*  On  another  occasion  he  was  in  danger  of 
perishing,  by  the  cruel  insensibility  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  a  different  village.  He  had  arrived  there 
in  the  night,  in  a  tremendous  storm  of  rain,  and 
was  unable  to  obtain  a  shelter  by  every  entreaty, 
which  he  could  make ;  he  was  accordingly 
obliged  to  spend  the  night  in  the  open  air,  ex- 
posed to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather ;  praising 
God,  like  the  apostles,  that  he  had  been  thought 
worthy  of  suffering  for  the  glory  of  his  name. 

Events  of  this  unpleasant  nature,  would  have 
induced  any  other  person,  less  resigned  to  the  or- 
ders of  God,  and  less  zealous  fdr  his  glory,  to 
devise  means  of  avoiding  such  perilous  circum- 
stances; but  Francis,  who  was  incapable  of  shew- 
ing a  scrupulous  regard  for  his  own  safety,  when 
the  honour  of  God  was  concerned,  soon  after  ex- 
perienced another  adventure  scarcely  inferior  to 
any  thing  that  has  been  related.  On  his  depar- 
ture from  Thonon,  to  go  to  Allinges,  he  met  a 
Calvinist,  who  was  waiting  for  him,  and  who  told 
him,  that  he  was  much  edified  with  his  good  ex- 
ample, his  patience,  his  meekness,  and  the  incre- 
dible pains  he  took  to  procure  the  salvation  of 
people  who  repayed  him  with  such  ingratitude; 


*  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  II. 
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that  on  comparing  his  life,  with  the  conduct  of 
their  ministers,  he  was  led  to  suppose,  that  purity 
of  doctrine  might  be  united  with  exemplary  man- 
ners ;  that  in  consequence,  he  applied  to  him  for 
instruction;  and  that  he  conjured  him,  by  the 
blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  was  shed  for  his 
salvation,  to  have  compassion  on  him,  and  not  to 
postpone  his  spiritual  concerns. 

*  The  night  was  now  approaching ;  and  it  was 
more  dangerous  to  Francis  to  delay  his  departure, 
as  he  had  a  forest  to  pass.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  appeared  natural  to  defer  his  instructi- 
ons till  the  next  day ;  this  was  the  sentiment  of 
Lewis  of  Sales ;  and  his  servant,  who  never  left 
him,  and  who  had  shared  with  him  his  past  dag- 
gers, implored  him  in  the  most  earnest  manner  to 
adopt  it.  But  Francis  replied,  that  no  one  was 
assured  of  the  morrow ;  and  that  he  should  all  his 
life  reproach  himself  with  having  neglected  the 
salvation  of  a  soul,  from  an  apprehension  of  con- 
tingent danger,  from  which  he  might  be  preserved 
by  the  bounty  of  God. 

The  prediction  of  Lewis  of  Sales  was  verified 
by  the  event.    Francis  remained  so  long  with  the 


*  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  II. 
YOL.  I.  L 
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Calvinist*  that  night  overtook  them  on  their  en- 
trance into  the  forest,  and  the  darkness  was  such, 
as  rendered  it  impossible  for  them  to  distinguish 
their  road.  In  the  mean  time,  the  bowlings  of 
the  vfolves,  the  cries  of  the  bears  and  other 
savage  beasts,  that  descended  from  the  mountains, 
conveyed  something  so  terrible,  as  to  shake  the 
most  determined  courage;  the  servant  was  palsied 
with  fear;  Lewis  of  Sales  scarcely  discovered 
njore  resolution.  Francis  alone,  full  of  confidence 
in  God,  imparted  consolation  to  his  attendants, 
and  promised  them  in  His  name,  that  they  should 
be  freed  from:  the  threatening  dahger,  as  Daniel 
had  been  delivered  from  the  lion's  den ;  he  told 
them,  that  the  hazard  to  which  they  wfere  ex- 
posed, fpr  having  afforded  assistance  to  a  soul, 
that  asked  for  it  in  the  nattie  of  God,  bore  no 
proportion  to  the  situation  of  that  illustrious  pro- 
phet. At  this  moment  the  moon  rose,  when  be 
perceived,  that  thfey  werfe  not  far  from  a  venerable 
ruin>  which  presented  sdttte  remain*  df  an  affcb, 
that  afforded  them  a  shelter  from  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather  *  They  entered  the.  place,  and 
spent  there  the  remaining  part  of  the  night.  But 
Francis  was  unable  to  Srtjoy  the  Smallest  aha*<*  of 
fcpbse.    As  the  moOti  grew  brighter,  he  dfecovet- 


*  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  II.  Anon.  Book  I. 
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ed,  that  tile  rtrin  was  a  pfetrt  of  a  church,  wbfifch 
had  been  destroyed  by  the  Calrhrists.  Una  dis- 
covery recalled  to  his  mind  the  deplorable  state  of 
religion  in  Chablais ;  it  presented  a  gloomy  pic- 
ture of  temples  overthrown,  priests  banished,  the 
ahcieot  worship  suppressed,  hefresy  triumjthant, 
truth  discarded;  of  the  insetoibiHty  and  almost 
invincible  obstinacy  Of  the  pfeople,  in  resisting  the 
voice  of  God,  who  called  them  to  the  Catholic 
Church,  from  which  they  had  been,  by  error  and 
seduction,  so  violently  torn.  In  this  state  of  mind, 
seated  on  the  ruins  of  the  temple,  like  Jeremy  on 
the  remains  of  Jerusalem,  filled  like  the  prophet 
with  a  holy  sorrow,  he  piously  exclaimed  in  simi- 
lar strains:  ff  where  are  the  secluded  saints,  who 
once  inhabited  these  forests,  and  made  them  re- 
sound' day  ^nd  night  with  the  praises  of  the  Lord. 
0  where  are  those  virgins,  who  followed  the  im- 
maculate lamb;  those  priests  devoted  to  his  ser- 
vice, those  temples  consecrated  to  his  glory?  How 
much  is  the  gold  darkened!  How  is  its  beauty 
tarnished!  How  profusely  are  the  stones  of  the 
sanctuary  thrown  about  in  the  public  places  !  To. 
whom  shall  I  compare  thee,  O  daughter  of  Jeru- 
salem? To  whom  shall  I  say  that  thou  art  liken- 
ed, O  virgin,  daughter  of  SioA?  How  shaH  I 
comfort  thee?  for  thy  grief  is  become  grc&t  like 
the  ocean;  who  can  find  a  remedy  for  thy  ills? 
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Thy  prophets  have  had  for  thee  only  false  and  ex- 
travagant visions;  they  have  not  discovered  to 
thee  thy  iniquity,  ki  order  to  excite  thee  to  repen- 
tance: for  thee  have  they  seen  in  these  visions 
only  a  degree  of  elevation  which  had  no  existence, 
and  defeats  of  thine  enemies  which  were  never  to 
take  place.  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  be  at  length 
converted  to  the  Lord  thy  God." 

The  mornifig  surprised  Francis  engaged  in 
these  pious  reflections ;  he  awakened  his  compa- 
nions, who  had  been  immersed  in  sleep;  they 
again  fotind  their  way,  and  arrived  at  Allinges. 
Those  who  are  so  filled  with  the  spirit  of  the 
world,  as  to  be  insensible  to  the  excellence  of  any 
objects,  unconnected  with  their  passions,  will 
have  a  difficulty  in  believing,  that  such  a  warm 
and  lively  interest  in  the  glory  of  God,  can  be  ex- 
cited in  the  human  breast.  But  men  endowed 
faith  an  apostolic  spirit,  who  have  tasted,  how 
good  the  God  of  Israel  is  to  those,  who  possess  an 
upright  heart,  will  find  nothing  in  this  relation, 
which  is  not  perfectly  conformable  to  what  they 
have  themselves  experienced  on  similar  occasions. 
*  Whatever  judgment  may  be  formed  of  this 
circumstance,  the  sentiments  and  even  the  expres- 


*  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  II. 
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sionshere  preserved,  are  ascribed  to  St.  Francis 
of  Sales  by  his  biographers,  on  this  memorable 
occasion. 

*But  if  these  apostolical  labours  appeared  useless 
with  respect  to  the  inhabitants  of  Chablais,  the 
consequences  of  them  to  the  garrison  of  Allinges 
were  widely  different.  The  piety  of  Francis,  his 
zeal  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  and  his  uncommon 
meekness,  had  procured  him  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  the  officers  and  the  men:  this  dispositi- 
on he  made  use  of  to  gain  them  to  God,  and  to 
introduce  among  them  His  fear  and  love.  He  be- 
gan by  converting  to  the  faith  some  soldiers  who 
were  Calvinists ;  and  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven  of 
his  efforts,  their  conversion  was  so  complete,  that 
they  reformed  their  lives,  and  became  as  exem- 
plary in  their  morals,  as  they  were  firm  in  their 
faith.  They  assisted  him  in  bringing,  some  Car 
tbolic  soldiers  to  a  better,  and  a  more  Christian 
way  of  living. 

f  Three  capital  disorders  were  prevalent  amopg 
•the  troops ;   blasphemy,  drunkenness,  and  the 


*  Idem  ibid. 

t  A*on.  Life  of  St.  Francis.   Book  I.  Aug.  of  Sales. 
Book  II. 
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practice  of  terminating  disputes  by  duels.  Fran- 
cis undertook, to  reform  these  vices;  and  his  suc- 
cess exceeded  his  expectations.  His  biographers 
relate,  that  he  regulated  this  garrison  so  well,  that 
both  officers  ?qd  men,  appeared  rather  a  collecti- 
on of  religious  persons,  than  a  military  troop.  It 
cannot  on  this  account  be  asserted,  that  Jie  en- 
gaged diem  in  practices,  incompatible  with  their 
state;  oo  man  ever  knew  better  than  Francis  of 
Sales,  how  to  direct  every  one  agreeably  to  his  si- 
tuatiop  in  life.  But  he  gave  them  so  strong  an 
impression  of  the  judgments  of  God,  he  convin- 
ced them  so  completely,  that  in  proportion  as 
their  profession  in  life,  obliged  them  to  expose 
their  persons,  they  ought  to  be  more  guarded  in 
avoiding  the  fatal  consequences  of  an  unhappy 
death,  that  he  changed  them  into  other  men,  and 
produced  among  them  that  uprightness  of  heart, 
and  that  sincere  piety,  which  fer  from  being  in- 
compatible with  courage  and  military  valour, 
tends  in  no  small  degree  to  increase  it,  and  to 
give  it  greater  lustre. 

On  this  occasion  there  w$s  to  be  observed 
something  similar  to  what  passed,  in  the  time  of 
the  apostles,  at  the  period  qf  the  conversion  of 
the  Gentiles.  Military  men  were  the  first  who 
were  called  to  the  faith  in  the  person  of  Cornelius 
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the  centurian,  and  of  some  other  soldiers;  thus 
did  God  shew  us  in  the  clearest  manner,  that  no 
station  of  life  is  incompatible  with  sanctity.  In 
the  same  manner,  the  conversion  of  Chablais  be- 
gan by  that  of  the  garrison  of  Allipges,  as  if  the 
Almighty  had  been  willing  to  give  a  sanction  to 
the  mission  of  Francis,  by  rendering  it  similar  to 
that  of  the  apostles. 

*  At  length  the  time  destined  by  Divine  Provi- 
dence for  the  conversion  of  Chablais  approached; 
in  vain  did  Geneva  by  her  emissaries  oppose  the 
progress  of  the  work ;  in  vain  did  the  ministers 
of  Calvinism,  raise  obstacles  to  defeat  the  pur- 
pose, by  cabals,  by  calumnies,  and  seditious  dis- 
courses. There  is  no  force,  no  counsel,  which 
can  prevent  the  execution  of  the  resolves  of  Al- 
mighty wisdom ;  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
hearts  of  men  are  influenced  on  these  occasions, 
is  followed  by  the  effect,  with  a  certainty  propor- 
tioned to  the  acting  cause,  while  the  liberty  of 
the  creature  is  preserved  inviolate. 

Whatever  prejudices  might  have  prevailed  a- 
mong  the  inhabitants  of  Thonon  against  Francis, 
.fl^y  were  greatly  struck  with  his  piety,  his  meek- 


*  1595. 
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ness,  his  invincible  patience,  bis  indefatigable 
zeal  for  the  salvation  of  souls.  In  vain  did  the 
ministers  of  Calvinism  attribute  his  proceedings 
to  a  secret  ambition,  which  labours  to  attain  its 
purposes,  by  means  indeed  difficult;  but  which 
pursues  its  end  by  those  methods,  that  appear 
to  be  of  an  opposite  tendency.  The  splendor  of 
his  virtues,  his  disinterestedness,  the  little  pains 
he  took  to  repel  the  calumnies,  with  which  his  re- 
putation was  aspersed,  the  support  of  his  Sove- 
reign, on  which  he  could  rely,  though  he  availed 
himself  of  it  in  a  very  slight  degree,  his  confidence 
in  God,  which  seemed  to  be  his  only  resource,  the 
innocence  and  simplicity  of  his  actions,  very  far 
remote  from  any  human  views  and  considerations; 
all  this  spoke  so  loudly  in  his  favour,  that  the 
most  hardened  adversaries  were  unable  to  refrain 
from  the  satisfaction  of  listening  to  his  instructi- 
ons. 

Besides,  as  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  garri- 
son of  Allinges,  frequently  went  to  Thonon,  they 
there  spoke  with  the  utmost  freedom  of  the  su- 
perior virtue  and  exalted  qualities  of  Francis, 
while  their  conduct  exhibited  less  equivocal  proofV 
of  his  merit  Instead  of  that  unbridled  licenti- 
ousness, that  libertinism  in  which  they  before  glo- 
ried; instead  of  blasphemies,  which  excited  hor- 
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ror,  those  frequent  duels,  which  robbed  God  of  so 
many  souls,  and  the  state  of  so  many  members, 
these  military  men  were  observed  to  be  orderly  in 
their  conversation ;  grave  and  decolrous  in  their 
actions ;  mild,  equitable,  submissive  to  the  laws, 
and  exact  in  the  discharge  of  eveiy  duty  in  pro- 
portion as  they  acted  from  purer  and  more  eleva- 
ted motives,  and  accomplished  from  consciencious 
views,  what  before  had  been  performed  from  hu- 
man respect.  Beholders  could  not  help  admiring 
a  change,  in  which  the  hand  of  the  Almighty 
was  so  visibly  distinguished.  At  the  same  time, 
the  instrument  employed  in  producing  this  work, 
naturally  attracted  esteem.  Thus  did  God  dispose 
the  hearts  of  men  in  favour  of  his  servant ;  thus  did 
He  prepare  the  way  for  the  achievements,  Which 
make  the  subject  of  the  ensuing  part  of  our  history. 

Francis,  having  now  perceived  that  the  aver- 
sion, which  the  people  of  Chablais  had  con- 
ceived for  him,  was  daily  abating,  and  that  his 
company,  was  not  avoided  with  a  degree  of  stu- 
dious attention,  believed  that  he  might  with  pro- 
priety and  effect  visit  the  houses  of  private  per- 
•*  sons,  and  show  proper  civility  and  attention.  He 
accordingly  adopted  this  plan,  frequently  converted 
on  indifferent  subjects,  and  was  pleased  gradually 
to  gain  their  confidence.     This  extraordinary 
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meekness  eertainly  gave  to  his  conversation  a 
charm,  of  which  the  effect  was  irresistible.  Ji. 
certain  prepossession  w$s  excited  in  his  favour, 
soon  as  he  had  opened  his  lips;  and  with  an  in^ 
fallible  certainty  he  at  once  gaine4  t&e  esteem  and 
affection  of  those  with  whom  he  conversed.  The 
haughty  and  imperious  manners  of  the  miniver* 
of  the  Gajvinists,  formed  a  complete  contrast  of 
his  mijd  and  gentle  deportment;  and  thfr  harsh- 
ness, with  which  they  treated  him  in  different 
companies,  the  reproaches  and  injuries,  with 
which  they  loaded  him,  considerably  enhanced 
his  moderation  and  meekness,  and  served  to  raise 
him  in  the  esteem  of  those,  who  daily  wit- 
nessed the  hasty  sallies  of  his  adversaries,  and 
th$  invariable  patience,  with  which  he  endured 
such  scenes. 

Affairs  were,  in  this  situation,  when  Frwcis 
received  intelligence  that  twp  gentlemen  of  his 
acquaintance,  had  just  left  town,  to  pieced  tq 
the  country,  in  order  to  terminate  a  dispute  by  a 
duel  He  hastened  to  the  spot  with  a  zeal,  which 
never  left  him.  They  were  already  engaged  in  a 
furious  combat ;  and  the  rage  painted  on  their 
countenances  left  no  doubt,  that  the  affair  would 
fnd  in  the  destruction  of  one  or  perhaps  both  of 
the  parties.    Francis  separated  them  at  the  hazard 
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«f  his  life>  and  succeeded  in  representing  to  tliera 
m  such  lively  colour*  the  enormity  of  single  com- 
bats, forbidden  by  every  law  of  heaven  and  earth, 
and  the  danger  to  which  they  had  exposed  them- 
selves of  perishing  eternally,  for  a  mistaken  point 
of  honour,  that  he  reconciled  them  on  the  spot, 
4ad  obliged  them  to  consent  to  a  mutual  embrace* 
Put  the  grace  which  attended  his  ministry,  pro- 
duced /still  more  wonderful  effects ;  it  changed 
the  combatants  into  new  men ;  they  both  made 
to  him  a  general  confession,  and  amended  their 
lives.  One  of  them  in  particular,  mpre  impressed 
with  the  event  than  the  other,  abandoned  the 
-world,  and  retired  to  a  country-house,  agreeably 
situated  near  Thonon.  This  spot  was  all  that 
remained  to  him  of  the  wrecks  of  a  dissipated 
fortune 

There  laying  aside  every  false  impression  with 
respect  tn  thpse  QlyectB,  by  which  he  had  so  often 
imposed  his  spul  to  eternal  ruin,  he  considered  if* 
the  bitterness  of  bis  heart  all  those  unfortunate 
days,  he  had  spent  in  pffences  against  his  maker, 
and  in  a  general  inattention  to  his  salvation. 
Francis,  who  had  reconciled  him  to  God,  and 
Jmd  heen  the  adviser  of  this  plan  of  retirement, 
never  lost  sight  of  him*  but  visited  him  daily. 
He  was  aware,  that  persons  recently  converted, 
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like  young  trees,  need  very  careful  cultivation; 
and  that  it  is  generally  very  hazardous  to  leave 
them  too  much  to  themselves.  But  what  princi- 
pally attracted  notice  in  this  transaction  was,  that 
he  effectually  excited  in  his  penitent,  sentiments  of 
those  virtues,  which  distinguished  his  own  cha- 
racter. From  a  person  haughty,  passionate  and 
vindictive,  as  he  was,  he  became  mild,  patient, 
easy,  and  affable.  As  he  was  far  advanced  in 
years,  he  had  to  overcome  long  and  inveterate 
habits  of  vice;  but  the  practice  of  virtues,  con* 
traryto  his  natural  dispositions  and  inclinations 
appeared  so  congenial  to  him,  that  he  seemed  to 
offer  himself  no  violence. 

As  this  nobleman  had  long  pursued  a  military 
career  with  considerable  reputation,  and  had  ac- 
quired that  experience,  which  is  necessary  for  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  civil  life,  the  nobility 
of  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  leading  persons  of 
Thonon,  paid  him  frequent  visits.  He  spoke  with 
grateful  feelings  of  the  favour  which  God  had 
conferred  on  him,  and  in  high  terms  of  commen- 
dation of  Francis,  who  had  been  employed  as  the 
instrument  in  reclaiming  him  from  his  evil  courses  ; 
a  desire  was  thus  excited  of  forming  the  acquaint- 
ance of  the  pious  missionary,  and  of  enjoying  his 
conversation.    Francis  seconded  these  views ;  and 
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by  the  blessing  of  Heaven  on  their  endeavours, 
that  house  became  the  general  asylum  of  peni- 
tents. 

Francis  there  began  to  hold  regular  confe- 
r  rences.  He  first  brought  his  hearers  to  an  ac- 
knowledgment, that  schism  is  one  of  the  greatest 
evils,  which  can  befal  the  Church  ;*  that  unless 
the  most  substantial  reasons  be  produced  to  justify 
the  separation,  it  is  alone  sufficient  to  bring  eter- 
nal perdition  upon  the  authors  of  it,  upon  those 
yvho  are  engaged  in  it,  and  upon  all  who  adhere 
td  it ;  that  if  those  who  left  the  pale  of  the  Catholic 
Church  did  wrongly  by  such  a  proceeding,  those 
who  only  followed  them,  are  obliged  to  return  to 
the  centre  of  unity;  and  that  neither  temporal 
interest,  connections,  human  considerations,  esteem 
for  their  pastors,  tenderness  for  those  whom  they 
had  till  then  looked  upon  as  their  brethren,  nei- 
ther fear,  menaces  nor  outrages  of  any  kind  could 
exempt  them  from  this  duty. 

He  likewise  maintained  that  the  Catholic  Church 
itood,  with  respect  to  them,  on  a  different  ground 
from  other  societies,  which  professed  a  belief  in 
Christ;  that  their  fathers  had  lived  and  died  in  it, 

—  '   :  ;  i 

*  Daiile  in  his  Apology  admits  this  as  a  certain  truth. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


174 


The  life  of  st.  francis 


and  that  many  of  them  bad  there  received  bap-1 
tism ;  that  they  had  been  fostered  arid  instructed 
by  its  parental  care ;  and  that  they  were  indebted 
to  the  Catholic  Church  solely,  for  the  scriptures 
which,  she  had  preserved,  and  put  into  their 
hands.  He  added,  that  it  vfas  not  his  actual 
purpose  to  display  either  the  extent,  the  antiquity, 
or  the  succession  df  the  sacred  ministry,  which 
however  \*ere  marks  Of  the  true  Chutch;  b]ut  he 
thought  it  extremely  harsh  to  condemn  to  eternal 
fianies,  without  any  examination  of  the  case,  all 
tboge  from  whom  they  had  received  an  existence ; 
and  it  appeared  to  him  the  height  of  injustice  to 
pronounce,  without  hearing  the  cause,  a  sentence 
of  condemnation,  against  a  Church,  to  which, 
notwithstanding  their  rooted  aversion,  they  had  so 
many  obligations. 

He  farther  observed,  that  there  was  an  extraor- 
dinary degree  of  injustice  in  this  conduct,  as  the 
Church  perpetually  complained  of  the  injury  done 
to  her  ;  that  she  was  injuriously  accused  of-  cor- 
rupting the  deposite  of  faith,  and  of  relinquishing 
the  belief  of  her  ancestors,  and  that  she  was  re- 
presented in  such  hideous  forms,  that  her  children 
wer0  Unable  to  distinguish  her  appearance ;  tfc&t 
he  was  ready  to  justify  her  conduct  by  demonstra-. 
tive  evidence  ;  and  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the 
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meanest  understanding,  as  nothing  was  farther 
necessary  for  this  purpose,  than  to  explain  her 
doctrine  with  neatness  and  precision. 

As  the  observations  of  Francis  of  Sales  were  ex- 
tremely rational,  he  was  listened  to  with  great 
attention ;  he  availed  himself  of  this  circumstance, 
and  continued  his  discourse.  He  remarked,  that 
for  a  considerable  time,  the  Catholic  Church  had 
been  accused  of  idolatry,  of  destroying  Jhe  medi- 
ation of  Christ,  and  of  paying  to  the  saintsy  to 
their  images  and  their  relics,  a  species  of  worship, 
due  only  to  God.  Thofce  who  assisted  at  the 
conference,  acknowledged,  that  these  were  thef 
leading  motives  of  their  separation.  Francis  re- 
plied, that  no  inferior  motives  could  justify  a 
schism,  which  had  occasioned  so  many  rebellions, 
had  deluged  the  country  with  blood,  and  had 
produced  such  fatal  effects;  but  unfortunately  for 
those  who  had  acted  on  these  grounds,  the 
charges  were  destitute  of  foundation ;  the  Church 
was  by  no  means  guilty  in  any,  of  these  articles ; 
that  to  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion, 
they  had  only  to  learn  her  real  sentiments  on  these 
points,  not  from  her  enemies,  who  were  indus- 
trious to  disguise  them,  but  from  herself. 

He  declared  therefore  in  her  name,  and  he 
professed  hirapelf  ready  to  seal  the  declaration 
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with  his  blood,  that  the  Catholic  Church 
adores  only  one  God,  creator  and  Lord  of  all 
things;  that  this  adoration,  according  to  her 
doctrine,  consists  in  believing,  with  a  constant, 
humble  and  submissive  faith,  whatever  it  has 
pleased  him  to  reveal ;  in  adhering  to  him  by 
hope,  in  loving  him  above  all  things,  with  all  the 
powers  of  our  soul,  as  the  only  and  true  good, 
which  alone,  by  its  enjoyment,  can  constitute 
our  eternal  happiness;  that  she  looks  on  all,  that 
is  not  God,  as  finite  and  dependant  beings, 
which  owe  their  exisience  and  preservation  to 
him ;  and  that  far  from  believing  that  it  is  lawful 
to  apply  that  adoration,  which  is  due  to  God 
alone,  to  any  created  object  whatever,  the  Catholic 
Church  condemns  such  a  practice  as  the  height  of 
impiety. 

As  to  the  mediation  of  Christ,  he  said,  that  the 
Catholic  Church,  far  from  destroying  it,  professes 
to  owe  every  thing  to  him  ;  that  her  existence 
and  her  hopes  centre  in  him ;  that  she  asks  for 
every  thing,  hopes  for  every  thing,  and  returns 
thanks  for  all  favours  by  him ;  and  that  she 
places  in  this  mediation  between  God  and  man, 
all  hopes  of  salvation.  He  added,  that  she  be- 
lieves that  all  our  sins  are  pardoned  by  the  pure 
mercy  of  God,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  ; 
that  we  are  indebted  to  a  bounty  wholly  gra- 
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tuitous  for  that  justice  which  is  in  us  by  the 
Holy  Ghost;  that  all  the  good  works,  wKich  we 
perform,  are  so  many  gifts  of  his  glory;  that 
eternal  life  is  to  be  proposed  to  tfce  faithful,  both 
as  a  grace,  which  is  mercifully  promised  by  the 
mediation  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Saviour  and  Re- 
deemer of  all  mankind,  and  as  a  recompence, 
which  is  faithfully  given  to  the  good  works  in 
virtue  of  this  promise;  but  that  the  Catholic 
Church  has  always  taught,  that  these  good  works 
are  the  gifts  of  God,  that  we  can  do  nothing  of 
ourselves ;  but  that  we  can  do  every  thing  in  him, 
who  strengthens  us,  and  that  all  our  confidence 
ought  ever  to  be  placed  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Never  did  astonishment  equal  that  which  was 
manifested  by  the  Calvinists,  who  assisted  at  this 
conference ;  they  had  been  accustomed  during 
their  whole  lives  to  hear  sentiments-  attributed  to 
the  Catholic  Church,  widely  different  from  those 
which  Francis  assured  them  belonged  to  her; 
they  had  heard  her  accused  by  their  ministers  of 
paying  that  worship  to  creatures,  which  is  due  to 
God  alone,  of  destroying  the  mediation  of  Christ, 
by  assigning  ta  him  associates  before  the  throne 
of  God,  of  raising  free  will  too  fcigh  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  grace,  and  of  weakening  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Redeemer  of  mankind,  by  the  doctrine, 

vol.  i.  m  * 
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which  ^teaches  the  necessity  of  good  .works  to 
salvation. 

But  their  astonishment  increased  when  Francis 
added,  that  the  Catholic  Church  has  always 
taught,  that  Jesus  Christ  God  and  man,  was  alone 
capable,  in  consequence  of  his  infinite  dignity, 
ot  offering  to  God  a  sufficient  satisfaction ;  that 
this  satisfaction  was  infinite;  that  our  Redeemer 
paid  the  whole  price  of  our  redemption;  that 
nothing  was  wanting  to  the  plenitude  of  this 
price,  as  it  was  infinite ;  and  that  the  punishment 
reserved  for  penitential  purposes,  by  no  means 
proceed  from  a  defect,  in  the  payment  of  the  ran- 
som, but  from  the  order  established  by  God,  to 
restrain  mankind  within  the  boundaries  of  duty 
by  just  apprehensions  of  suffering,  by  a  repara- 
tion proportioned  to  the  scandals  that  might  be 
given,  and  by  the  exercises  of  a  salutary  disci- 
pline. 

This  last  explanation  had  the  full  effect  of  giv- 
ing to  the  persons  who  assisted  at  the  conference, 
far  different  sentiments  from  those,  which  they 
had  hitherto  entertained,  concerning  the'doctrine 
of  the  Catholic  Church.  They  began  to  believe 
that  the  Church  was  injured  by  false  representa- 
tions;  that  their  own  ^ministers,  were  not  suffi- 
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ciently  acquainted  with  her  doctrine,  or  that  they 
had  their  reasons  to  disguise  it ;  and  that  it  would 
be  equally  easy  to  refute  their  calumnies  on  other 
controverted  points,  as  well  as  on  those,  which 
had  been  the  subject  of  discussion.  But  Francis 
being  unwilling  to  load  their  memories  too  much, 
postponed  to  another  conference,  the  explanation 
of  the  other  articles,  which  he  bad  himself  pro- 
posed to  their  consideration.  Thus  closed  this 
memorable  assembly,  which  was  followed  by 
others  with  no  less  success. 

In  the  mean  time  rumours,  that  such  assemblies 
were  held,  began  to  be  generally  circulated  at 
Geneva,  at  Thonon,  and  in  Chablais;  and  the 
sentiments  of  people  were  much  divided,  respect- 
ing the  manner,  in  which  Francis  had  explained 
the  Catholic  doctrine.  Some  asserted,  that  the 
intercourse,  which  he  had  held  with  the  Cilvi- 
nists,  had  inspired  him  with  better  sentiments, 
and  that  in  time,  he  might  be  led  to  adopt  their 
notions.  Others  roundly  declared,  that  he  had 
not  faithfully  represented  the  doctrine  of  his  own 
Church,  and  that,  if  what  he  had  advanced  were 
to  become  public,  it  would  be  disavowed.  Some 
were  found  to  say,  that  the  desire  to  make  con- 
versions, and  to  acquire  celebrity  among  his  own 
people,  had  induced  Ijpi  to  disguise  his  real  sen- 
m2 
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timents,  and  to  approach  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  doctrine  of  the  reformers ;  and  that  he  would 
never  dare  to  maintain  in  public,  what  he  had 
proposed  in  private  assemblies,  in  presence  of  a 
small  number  of  suborned  and  prejudiced  wit- 
nesses. But  what  was  extremely  singular  in  the 
history  of  these  transactions,  the  most  skilful  of 
the  ministers,  were  either  so  little  acquainted 
with  the  belief  of  the  Catholic  Church,  or  con- 
ceived such  violent  prejudices  against  her,  that 
they  were  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  recog- 
nise her  doctrine,  in  the  explanations  of  Francis. 
This  is  a  certain  proof,  that  party  spirit,  preju- 
dice and  animosity,  have  the  most  extensive  influ- 
ence on  the  differences  that  divide  the  Churches ; 
and  that  if  the  reformers  were  desirous  of  peace, 
we  should  soon  come  to  a  mutual  understanding. 

Francis  having  heard  what  was  reported  of  his 
conferences  and  his  sentiments,  believed  himself 
obliged  to  give  a  reply,  lest  his  silence  might 
admit  of  an  uncandid  interpretation,  and  make  an 
unfavourable  impression  on  the  minds  of  the 
weak.  For  this  reason  he  published  an  account  of 
what  had  passed  in  the  assemblies  he  had  h^ld, 

He  then  represented  with  his  usual  meekness, 
that  neither  the  fidelity  which  he  owed  to  his 
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charge,  nor  his  regard  for  his  own  character, 
allowed  him  to  adulterate  the  doctrine  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  or  disguise  her  sentiments;  that 
the  manner,  in  which  he  had  lived  among  them, 
should  have  given  them  a  better  opinion  of  his 
sincerity;  that  he  wished  indeed  with  much 
anxiety  for  their  return  to  the  Catholic  Church, 
but  that  this  anxious  wish,  should  never  induce 
him  to  prevaricate,  nor  to  employ  improper  means 
to  attain  his  end;  that  in  pursuance  of  these  sen- 
timents, he  had  explained  the  Catholic  doctrine, 
not  only  in  conformity  to  his, own  principles,  or 
those  of  private  doctors,  but  agreeably  to  the  ex- 
position given  by  the  council  of  Trent.  That 
thik  council  could  not  be  charged  with  ignorance 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  Catholic  Church,  which  it 
represented,  nor  with  a  design  to  adulterate  and 
falsify  it;  that,  the  Church  on  the  other  hand 
could  not  be  reproached  with  abandoning  the 
doctrine  of  the  council,  as  a  part  of  the  animosity 
which  the  reformers  conceived  for  her,  originated 
in  the  public  profession,  which  she  made  to  ad- 
here to  what  had  been  there  decided ;  that  it  was 
incontestably  true  that  he  had  explained  the  Ca- 
tholic doctrine  with  all  possible  fidelity  and  ex- 
actness ;  but  that  they  must  candidly  acknowledge, 
that  their  misconceptions  concerning  this  doc- 
trine, arose  from  this  circumstance,  that  they  had 
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no  knowledge  of  it,  but  from  the  frightful  repue- 
sentations  of  their  own  ministers ;  that  accus- 
tomed to  the  hideous  colours,  in  which  it  was 
represented  in  their  conventicles,  they  were  un- 
able to  recognise  it,  when  it  was  displayed  in  its 
native  dress ;  that  in  proportion  to  the  care, 
which  was  taken  to  explain  it  in  all  its  purity,  did 
they  contend,  that  the  doctrine  was  changed  or 
disguised ;  and  whenever  their  prepossessions  were 
rectified,  they  imagined,  that  their  instructors 
were  become  their  proselytes. 

After  these  prefatory  remarks,  he  explained  the 
Catholic  doctrine  on  the  adoration  due  to  God 
alone,  on  the  mediation  and  satisfaction  of  Cfeist, 
in  the  manner  already  related;  and  he  cited  those 
passages  from  the  council  of  Trent,  which  justi- 
fied what  he  had  advanced,  in  order  that  his 
readers  might  verify  them,  and  no  longer  accuse 
him  of  having  disguised  or  adulterated  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Church  ;  and  that  they  might  cease 
to  assert,  that  he  would  be  considered  by  those  of 
his  own  communion,  as  having  ill  explained  the 
datholic  doctrine. 

He  afterwards  expounded,  with  the  same  fide- 
lity, the  belief  of  the  Church  on  the  intercession 
and  the  invocation  of  the  Saints,  and  on  the  ho- 
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Hour,  which  is  paid  to  their  images  and  their 
relics.  He  said  on  this  subject,  that  the  Catholic 
Church  professed  to  believe,  that  the  Saints 
reigning  with  Christ,  so  far  from  having  lost  any 
portion  of  that  charity,  which  induced  them  to 
pray  for  the  Church,  while  they  were  on  earth, 
had  attaiued  the  perfection  of  charity  ;  that  they 
offer  up  prayers  for  us,  but  that  they  offer  them 
through  Jesus  Christ ;  that  the  Church  addresses 
them  in  the  same  spirit,  in  which  we  beg  of  our 
brethren  on  earth  to  pray  for  us  and  with  us,  to 
our  common  Lord,  in  the  name  of  our  common 
mediator,  who  is  Jesus  Christ ;  that  when  she 
addresses  the  Almighty,  she  invariably  says, 
have  mercy  on  us,  hear  us,  but  to  the^  Saints,  she 
says,  pray  for  us;  that  in  whatever  terms  these 
prayers  might  be  expressed,  she  attributes  to 
them  no  other  meaning,  than  what  is  comprised 
in  these  words,  pray  for  us. 

He  observed,  that  this  manner  of  praying,  so 
far  from  transferring  to  creatures  what  God  has 
reserved  to  himself,  could  on  no  occasion  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  supreme  being;  that  if  these  words 
pray  for  us,  which  are  directed  to  the  Saints, 
could  be  supposed  to  diminish  the  confidence, 
that  should  be  placed  invGod,  St.  Paul  would  not 
have  so  often  repeated ;  My  brethren  pray  for  ns, 
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since  such  words  would  have  been  censurable,  if 
addressed  to  the  living,  as  well  as  to  the  dead. 

Farther,  he  stated  that  the  Catholic  Church  by 
no  means  ascribes  to  the  Saints,  either  immensity, 
a  knowledge  of  the  secrets  of  hearts,  or  any  of  the 
divine  perfections,  as  idolaters  have  done,  and  as 
she  is  falsely  accused  of  doing  herself;  that  she 
believes  only  that  God  communicates  to  them  our 
wants  and  our  prayers,  either  in  the  manner  in 
which  he  frequently  discovered  to  his  prophets 
those  events,  the  knowledge  of  which  is  reserved 
to  himself,  or  in  some  other  unknown  way,  on 
which  the  Church  has  not  pronounced  ;  but  that 
she  constantly  professes  that  the  Saints  enjoy  no 
advantage,  possess  no  knowledge  of  future  events, 
or  any  power  of  assisting  us  by  their  prayers,  but 
as  far  as  it  pleases  God  to  permit;  after  such  a 
declaration,  that  she  can  never  be  charged  with 
idolatry,  in  consequence  of  the  honour  shewn  to 
the  Saints. 

As  to  the  veneration  paid  to  images,  Francis 
referred  to  the  express  words  of  the  council  of 
Trent,  which  forbids  the  faithful  to  acknowledge 
in  them  any  divinity,  or  power,  that  should  attach 
reverence,  to  ask  of  them  any  favour,  or  to 
place  in  them  any  confidence ;  but  requires  that 
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the  honour  paid  to  them  be  referred  to  the  origi- 
nals which  they  represent,  as  the  honour  shewn 
to  the  originals  themselves  is  ultimately  referred 
to  God,  who  raised'them  to  sanctity  and  to  glory, 
as  he  is  the  end  and  the  principal  object  of  all 
religious  worship. 

He  added,  that  the  reformers  themselves  must 
acknowledge,  that  God  did  not  forbid  the  use 
of  all  images,  but  of  such  only,  as  were  intended 
to  represent  the  divinity  as  corporally  present, 
and  to  worship  them  as  endowed  with  some  divine 
power;*  he  maintained,  that  the  Catholic  Church 
never  admitted  any  of  this  kind,  that  she  never 
presumes  to  represent  God,  as  he  it,  a  spiritual 
being,  invisible,  infinite,  and  not  admitting  any 
external  representation ;  but  that  she  believes  he 
may  be  innocently  exposed  to  the  eyes  of  the 
faithful,  under  the  figures,  in  which  he  has  beejt 
pleased  to  appear  to  the  prophets ;  in  a  word, 
that  the  Catholic  Church  does  not  worship  im- 
ages, but  uses  them  only,  to  elevate  the  mind  to 
the  originals,  which  they  represent ;  and  these 
sentiments  distinguish  her  from  idolaters,  who 
cannot  without  extreme  injustice  be  compared 
to  her. 


*  Catechism  of  the  Calvinibts. 
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As  to  the  honour  shewn  to  the  relics  of  the 
Saints,  Francis  maintained,  that  it  is  so  ancient, 
that  it  has  always  been  practised  so  universally 
and  so  constantly  in  the  Church,  that  God 
has  authorized  it  by  miracles  so  splendid 
and  so  certain,  such  as  those  recorded  by  St. 
Austin,  who  was  an  eye-witness  of  them,  that  it 
can  never  be  condemned  without  rashness ;  that 
this  veneration  is  so  far  from  diverting  us  from 
the  worship  due  to  God  alone,  that  we  consider 
relics  as  the  precious  remains  of  bodies  which,  as 
St.  Paul  observes,  have  carried  and  glorified 
God. 

Finally,  Erancis  offered  to  justify  the  Catholic 
Church  with  the  same  demonstrative  evidence, 
on  all  the  contested  articles,  either  in  writing,  or 
in  regular  conferences,  at  the  option  of  the  mi- 
nisters; and  he  entreated  them  to  read  the  printed 
account  with  dispassionate  coolness,  and  in  the 
same  spirit  of  charity,  as  had  induced  him  to 
compose  it. 

But  they  were  far  remote  from,  these  pacific 
dispositions ;  they  contented  themselves  with  re- 
newing their  ancient  calumnies,  with  the  addition 
of  others ;  it  was  even  resolved  by  their  party,  to 
procure  the  assassination  of  the  gentleman,  who 
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had  afforded  an  asylum  to  Francis,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  holding  the  conferences,  of  which  we 
have  spoken.    The  design  of  this  horrid  resolve 
was  to  prevent  others,  by  so  terrible  an  example, 
from  forming  any  such  connection  with  the  mis- 
sionary.*    A  Calvinist  gentleman,  among  his 
relatives,  undertook  the  execution  of  this  detes- 
table purpose.    It  is  apparent,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  proceed  without  accomplices,  as  the 
Catholic"  party  obtained  intelligence  of  the  design. 
The  destined  victim  was  advised  to  take  such 
precautions,  as  would  render  him  superior  to  hig 
adversary ;  and  he  wanted  not  friends,  who 
would  have  fled  to  his  assistance,  on  the  least 
signal  of  danger,  with  which  he  wasfthreatened ; 
but  he  replied,  that  if  his  enemy  came  alone,  he 
wanted  no  aid  to  defend  his  person ;  but  that  if 
he  should  be  assailed  by  numbers,  he  had  ample 
time  to  provide  for  self  defence.    The  day  after 
the  intelligence  was  obtained,  the  Calvinist  gen~ 
tleman  waited  on  him,  with  the  easy  and  disen- 
gaged appearance  of  a  friend,  seeking  for  amuse- 
ment; he  was  unattended,  and -seemed  to  have 
no  weapon,  but  his  sword.    The  Catholic  received 
him  with  his  usual  gentleness  and  ease ;  they  spent 
the  day  together,  without  any  attempt  on  the 


*  Anon.  Life  of  St.  Francis.  Book  I. 
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part  of  the  Calvinist ;  whether  he  felt  any  reluct- 
ance in  executing  so  shameful  a  deed,  or  whether 
an  opportunity  was  wanting  of  carrying  into 
effect  his  horrid  purpose  * 

The  following  day,  the  Catholic  gentleman, 
who  wished  to  speak  to  him  freely,  induced  him 
to  take  a  walk  in  the  country ;  they  went  out 
unattended  ;  and  the  Catholic  having  led  him  to 
a  retired  spot,  where  he  feared  no  intrusion, 
opened  to  him  the  intelligence,  which  he  had 
received  of  his  design.  The  Calvinist  changed 
xolour;  but  the  Catholic  assured  him,  that  he 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  his  resentment;  that  if 
the  Calvinistic  creed  allowed  the  assassination  of 
relatives  and  friends,  the  Catholic  religion  re- 
quires, after  the  example  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
pardon  of  the  most  virulent  enemies.  He  then 
embraced  the  Calvinist  with  a  cordiality,  that 
overcame  him ;  the  gentleman  in  confusion,  ac- 
knowledged his  design,  asked  his  pardon,  and 
protested  that  in  future  he  should  never  find  a 
greater  friend  than  himself. 

But  the  time  of  mercy  for  this  gentleman  was 
come.    The  same  grace,  which  of  a  most  ardent 


*  Ibid. 
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persecutor  of  the  Church,  made  the  most  zealous 
of  its  Apostles,  began  to  move  his  heart,  and  he 
desired  a  private  interview  with  Francis.  The  holy 
man  completed  in  private  conferences,  what  the 
good  example  of  the  Catholic  gentleman  had 
begun ;  the  penitent  abjured  his  errors,  and 
became  as  zealous  an  advocate  for  the  Catholic 
religion,  as  he  had  been  an  ardent  partisan  of 
Calvinism. 

The  conversion  of  this  gentleman  made  a  con- 
siderable noise  in  the  world,  as  it  was  known, 
that  he  was  so  zealously  devoted  to  Calvinism,  as 
to  adopt  the  most  violent  measures  in  its  defence ; 
and  it  was  not  easily  conceived,  how  he  had 
passed  so  suddenly  from  one  extreme  to  the  other. 
Those  who  ascribed  all  transactions  to  human 
means,  and  were  ignorant  of  the  force,  which 
divine  grace  had  annexed  to  the  ministry  of 
Francis,  loudly  proclaimed  that  he  had  been 
gained  by  artful  promises  ;  others  declared  that  a 
great  sum  of  money  had  been  actually  paid  into 
his  hands,  But  these  rumours  gained  but  little 
credit ;  as  it  was  generally  known,  that  Francis 
conducted  the  mission  of  Chablais  at  his  own 
expence,  and  that  the  charities  which  he  bestowed 
on  the  new  converts,  often  reduced  him  to  the> 
want  even  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 
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But  if  this  conversion  excited  considerable 
sensation  in  Chablais,  the  impression  made  by  the 
late  publication  of  Francis,  was  yet  stronger. 
The  doctrine  of  the  Catholic  Church  was  justified 
in  terms  so  clear  in  that  performance,  that  it  was 
unanswerable.  For  it  became  necessary  to  prove, 
either  that  the  Council  of  Trent  had  been  unac- 
quainted with  the  Catholic  doctrine,  or  that 
Francis  had  misrepresented  the  meaning  of  the 
Council  by  false  citations,  or  that  the  Church 
had  not  adopted  the  sentiments  of  that  assembly. 
But  such  answers  appeared  so  unsatisfactory, 
even  to  the  ministers,  that  they  thought  it  pru- 
dent not  to  choose  that  ground.  In  the  mean 
time  their  silence  caused  an  impression  extremely 
Unfavourable  to  Calvinism,  and  fresh  conversions 
were  daily  made.  These  were  no  longer  con- 
ducted with  so  much  secrecy  ;  and  the  usual 
reserve  and  concealment  in  frequenting  the  in- 
structions of  Francis,  were  no  longer  observed: 
friends  introduced  their  friends,  fathers  their 
children,  masters  their  servants ;  and  people  from 
the  country  came  on  purpose  to  Thooon'to  hear 
his  discourses.  This  rapid  progress  alarmed*  the 
Calvinists,  while  the  new  converts  displayed  such 
ardour  for  the  personal  safety  of  Francis,  as 
tendered  any  attempt  against  his  life  a  very  dif- 
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ficult  concern.*  The  attempt  however,  was 
made;  two  assassins  were  hired  for  the  purpose ; 
a  part  of  the  moaey,  which  was  agreed  on/  was 
paid  in  advance,  arid  the  rest  was  promised  after 
the  execution  of  the  deed.  An  engagement  was 
thus  formed  to  assassinate  Francis  on  the  road  of 
Allinges,  at  the  time  of  his  return;  but  as  the 
pious  missionary  had  fri<jpds  ;y#io  were  unknown 
to  the  Calvinists,  an  attempt  of 'this  nature  could 
not  be  concealed  from  the  new  converts.  Some 
lamented  him,  as  if  the  stroke  had  been  already 
struck ;  others  deliberated  on  the  best  means  of 
preserving  him  from  the  fury  of  his  enemies ;  but 
all  appeared  to  think,  that  whatever  precautions 
might  be  taken  for  his  safety,  the  Calvinists, 
would  finally  succeed  in  sacrificing  him  to  their 
hatred,  or  to  the  security  of  their  religion. 

Full  of  these  melancholy  reflexions,  they  ha$* 
tened  to  Francis,  and  apprised  him  of  the  danger, 
to  which  he  was  exposed  ;  but  he  spoke  to  them 
with  so  much  energy  and  feeling  of  confidence  in 
^od^  of  the  glory  and  happiness  of  martyrdom, 
that  he  imparted  to  them  a  share  of  the  consola- 
tion, with  which  he  was  filled  amidst  the  sur- 
■  ■     i  .  .  •   —  -+~ 

*  Chafles  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  II. 
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rounding  danger.  He  however,  accepted  the 
offer  which  some  ot  them  made  to  him,  of  at- 
tending him  to  Allinges.  They  departed  in  com- 
pany ;  but  scarce  bad  they  entered  a  wood, 
through  which  they  had  necessarily  to  pass,  when 
the  two  assassins  started  from  a  bush,  where  they 
had  lain  concealed,  and  presented  themselves 
before  him  with  drawn  swords.  In  this  extre- 
mity of  danger,  francis  preserved  his  usual  pre- 
sence of  mind;  he  forbade  his  attendants  to  make 
use  of  their  defensive  weapons;  and  advancing 
towards  the  assassins  with  that  air  of  tranquil- 
lity and  meekness,  which  never  left  him, .  he  said 
to  them.  <e  My  friends,  there  is  apparently  some' 
mistake  in  this  business;  you  certainly  do  not  di- 
rect any  attempt  against  a  man,  who,  so  far 
*  from  having  offended  you,  would  willingly  sacri- 
fice his  life  to  save  you."* 

These  few  words  calmed  in  a  moment,  the 
rage  with  which  these  furious  zealots  were  trans- 
ported; they  remained  motionless  for  some  time; 
then  casting  themselves  at  his  feet,  asked  his 
pardon,  and  made  the  most  solemn  protestations,- 
that  no  person  should  in  future  be  more  devoted 
to  his  service,  or  more  disposed  to  follow  him  in 


*  Idem  ibid. 
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all  danger.  Francis  raised  them  up,  pardoned 
them,  embraced  them  with  tenderness,  and  ad- 
vised them  to  retire  in  order  to  avoid  the  re- 
searches of  the  governor,  who  would  not  shew 
them  the  same  indulgence,  should  they  fall  into 
his  hands.  The  attendants  of  Francis,  who 
ascribed  the  apparent  repentance  of  these  wretches, 
to  their  inability  to  execute  their  atrocious  design, 
in  the  presence  of  so  many  spectators,  were  un- 
willing that  they  should  be  dismissed  on  such  easy 
terms ;  they  thought  themselves  in'  sufficient  force 
to  apprehend  them,  and  insisted  on  conducting 
them  to  Allinges,  that  they  might  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  governor.  The  servant  of 
Francis  was  particularly  animated  on  the  occasion, 
and  represented  with  much  energy,  that  they 
would  perpetually  be  exposed  to  similar  attempts, 
Were  these  ruffians  suffered  to  pass  unpunished ; 
but  Francis  employed  all  his  authority  to  let 
them  retire,  and  forbade  his  attendants  to  mention 
the  adventure. 

But  on  their  arrival  at  Allinges,  the  servant 
thought  himself  not  bound  by  this  injunction, 
and  related  the  whole  transaction  to  the  Baron  of 
Hermance.  The  governor,  on  hearing  the  details 
of  this  dark  attempt,  supposed  his  authority 
would  be  at  an  end,  if  in  the  sight  of  his  fortress, 


Digitized  by 


194   ,  Tlfew'  LIFE  OF  ST.  FRANCIS 

and  almost  under  his  own  eyes,  he  were  to  suffer 
such  crimes  to  be  committed  with  impunity  ;  he 
was  therefore  going  to  send  out  a  detachment  in 
pursuit  of  the  assassins,  with  an  order  to  bring 
them  to  Allinges  alive  or  dead.  But  Francis, 
whose  requests  carried  the  force  of  commands, 
opposed  this  plan  with  so  much  energy,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  overlook  the  transaction; 
though,  it  must  be  owned,  such  conduct  might 
have  produced  very  fatal  effects.  One  condition 
however  was  insisted  on  by  the  governor,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  yield  to  it ;  he  was  never 
to  go  to  Thonon,  or  return  from  that  place, 
without  an  escort.  In  vain  did  he  try  to 
evade  this  measure  of  preservation;  the  Baron 
peremptorily  required,  that  six  men  well  armed, 
and  commanded  by  a  sergeant,  should  attend  him 
on  all  occasions.  This  order  was  executed  in 
opposition  to  the  wishes  of  Francis ;  but  as  he 
disliked  such  precautions,  he  found  means  in  a 
short  time  to  set  them  aside. 

He  proposed  to  the  Baron  his  plan  of  settling 
at  Thonon;  in  support  of  which  he  observed, 
that  it  was  the  only  means  of  avoiding  the  diffi- 
culty of  daily  walking  two  long  leagues,  and  that 
often  in  tempestuous  weather ;  that  the  time  spent 
on  the  road,  might  be  more  usefully  employed ; 
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that  the  new  converts  ardently  wished  it;  that 
by  being  continually  on  the  spot,  he  might  avail 
himself  of  many  opportunities,  which  by  his  ab- 
sence were  entirely  lost  ;  that  some  of  his  new 
converts  might  die  in  the  night;  that  it  would 
be  a  perpetual  subject  of  self  condemnation,  not 
to  be  ready  to  assist  them,  when  they  stood  most 
in  need  of  his  services;  that  the  day  was  not 
sufficient  for  those  who  presented  themselves  for 
instruction,  and  that  many  would  be  unwilling 
to  visit  him  in  open  day,  who  would  cheer- 
fully repair  to  him  in  the  concealment  of  the 
night. 

However  plausible  the  reasons  of  Francis 
might  appear,  the  Baron  of  Hermance  could  not 
be  induced  to  adopt  his  opinion.  He  represented 
to  him  the  danger  to  which  he  must  expose  his 
person,  by  being  shut  up  in  Thonon  during  the 
night ;  that  he  would  thus  entrust  himself  to  the 
disposal  of  the  Calvinists,  whose  hatred  for  him 
was  generally  known ;  that  if  they  had  under- 
taken to  assassinate  him  in  open  day,  the  dark- 
ness of  night  would  increase  their  boldness;  that 
the  new  Catholics  were  too  weak  to  protect  him, 
or  if  they  undertook  such  a  task,  they  would  in- 
fallibly be  overpowered  by  the  superior  numbers 
of  their  assailants,  who  would  cheerfully  embrace 
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this  opportunity  of  inflicting  vengeance  ;  that  as 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  had  taken  him  under  his  pro- 
tection, any  unpleasant  event  would  commit  the 
authority  of  his  Sovereign;  that  affairs  might 
proceed  to  such  a  length,  as  to  involve  the  ruin 
of  Thonon ;  that  time  would  hring  matters  to  a 
prosperous  close,  and  that  by  proceeding  with 
less  haste,  he  might  be  enabled  to  form  more 
permanent  establishments.  The  Baron  added 
many  more  political  observations,  drawn  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Geneva  and  Switzerland  ; 
the  resentment  of  which  countries  the  Duke  was 
willing  to  avoid,  and  not  by  any  means  to  draw , 
their  arms  on  his  own  territories. 

But  Francis,  who  in  accepting  the  mission  of 
Chablais,  had  abandoned  his  life  to  the  care  of 
Divine  Providence,  add  who  on  all  occasions  was 
full  of  confidence  in  God,  and  in  the  effects  of 
His  all-powerful  grace,  promised  to  conduct  mat- 
ters, with  such  meekness  and  circumspection,  as 
to  obviate  any  of  those  events  which  excited  the 
alarms  of  the  governor.  The  Baron  urged  the 
point  with  some  farther  observations ;  but  at 
length,  feeling  the  extreme  difficulty  of  the  jour- 
ney every  day  to  Thonon,  and  of  his  return  to 
Allinges,  consented  that  he  should  follow  his 
plan ;  he  accordingly  wrote  again  to  the  magis^ 
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trates,  rendering  them  responsible  for  any  un- 
pleasant event,  that  might  take  place. 

*  The  Catholics  received  Francis  with  the  great- 
est demonstrations  of  joy  ;  the  respect,  the  esteem 
and  confidence  which  they  conceived  for  him, 
exceeded  all  bounds;  they  considered  him  as  a 
man  of  truly  Apostolic  spirit,  full  of  grace  and 
force,  raised  far  above  the  views  of  human  in- 
terest ;  who  had  no  object  before  him  but  the  glory 
of  God  and  their  salvation.  Francis  on  his  side, 
supported  his  ministry,  as  St.  Paul  expresses  it, 
in  a  manner  worthy  of  God;  nothing  escaped 
his  charitable  attention ;  the  days  he  devoted  to 
instruction  and  spiritual  conferences,  to  the  visit- 
ing of  the  poor  and  of  the  sick  ;  and  the  nights 
he  spent  in  study,  in  prayer,  and  in  admitting 
sinners  to  reconciliation.  His  life  supported  his 
preaching;  and  his  discourses  completed,  what 
his  good  example  had  begun. 

A  method  of  life  so  truly  Apostolic,  was  at- 
tended with  that  success,  with  which  God  had 
blessed  the  labours  of  the  Apostles.  Nothing 
bore  such  a  resemblance  to  the  Church  in  its  in- 
fant state,  as  the  congregation  of  Thonon;  the 
same  charity  for  their  brethren,  the  same  zeal 


*  Anon.  Book  I. 
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for  the  faith,  the  same  purity  of  manners  appeared. 
For  Francis  accounted  a  bare  abjuration  of  error 
of  little  consequence,  if  it  were  not  followed  by  a 
perfect  amendment  of  life;  unless  grace  super- 
abounded,  where  sin  had  appeared ;  unless  the 
blessing,  which  Heaven  annexed  to  his  ministry, 
contributed  at  once  to  enlighten  the  mind,  and 
subdue  the  heart.  But  nothing  made  a  more 
lively  impression  on  the  minds  of  those  Calvinists, 
who  were  not  completely  callous  to  all  feeling, 
than  the  manner  in  which  the  poor  and  the  sick 
were  relieved.  In  this  charitable  work,  Francis 
exhausted  the  whole  of  his  supplies,  after  afford* 
in£  relief  to  others,  often  was  he  reduced  to  the 
want  of  common  necessaries  ;  and  in  addition  to 
these  efforts  of  his  own,  he  was  perpetually  soli- 
citing his  relations  land  friends  to  assist  the  poor 
Catholics  of  Chablais.  Very  considerable  sums 
were  frequently  remitted  to  him,  but  they  bore 
a  small  proportion  to  the  extent  of  his  charity. 
The  Catholics  seconded  his  zeal  so  far,  as  to  be 
satisfied  with  necessaries  ;  and  among  them  was 
observed  a  pious  spirit  of  (economy,  which  was 
directed  to  no  other  purpose,  but  the  relief  of  the 
poor. 

The  splendor  of  so  many  virtues  attracted  daily 
to  the  Church  some  new  proselyte ;  but  it  in- 
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creased  the  fury  of  the  Calvinists.  "  What  are 
we  doing  ?"  said  they,  as  the  Jews  said  of  Christ: 
tr  Here  is  a  man,  who  is  insensibly  gaining  the 
esteem  of  the  public ;  he  is  considered  an  Apostle, 
and  we  are  daily  declining  in  credit.  Are  we  to 
wait,  till  he  has  brought  us  to  beggary,  and 
established  Popery  on  the  ruins  of  our  Temples? 
If  we  suffer  him  to  complete  the  work  he  has  be- 
gun, the  Duke  of  Savoy  will  come,  and  taking 
advantage  of  the  small  number  to  which  we  ate 
reduced,  will  establish  his  authority  on  the  ruin 
of  our  liberties,  and  involve  us  in  the  horrors  of 
servitude." 

Prejudice  of  the  same  interested  nature,  once 
gave  birth  to  the  attempts  against  the  son  of 
God.  "  It  is  better,  said  the  Jews,  that  one 
man  should  die,  than  that  the  whole  nation  should 
be  destroyed/'  The  Calvinists  of  Thonon  em- 
ployed the  same  language  with  respect  to  Francis ; 
the  conclusion  of  their  reasoning  was,  "  let  us 
be  rid  of  him,  and  the  sooner,  the  better/' 

*  Inconsequence  of  this  deliberate  resolution,  as 
Francis  agreeably  to  his  practice,  was  spending  a 
part  of  the  night  in  prayer,  he  heard  ,a  confused 


*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.   Book  II. 
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noise  of  arms,  and  the  voices  of  several  persons 
who  were  conversing  in  a  low  tone.  He  imme- 
diately supposed  that  the  house  was  surrounded, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  escape,  and  that  his 
life  was  in  danger.  On  this  trying  occasion,  be 
imitated  the  conduct  of  our  Redeemer,  who, 
knowing  that  his  hour  was  not  come,  eluded  the 
fury  of  the  Jews,  by  concealing  himself,  at  the 
time,  when  he  met  the  crowd,  before  the  period 
designed  by  his  heavenly  Father  had  taken  place. 

*  Francis  had  scarcely  provided  for  his  perso- 
nal safety,  when  the  door  of  the  house  was  burst 
open,  and  the  ruffians  entered  with  violent  cla- 
mours, seeking  for  their  victim,  but  in  vain. 
They  therefore  imagined  that  they  had  mis- 
taken the  moment,  and  that  Francis  was  proba- 
bly in  some  Catholic  house,  engaged  in  instruc- 
tion, or  imparting  consolation  to  the  sick.  It 
was  thought  unsafe  to  remain  long  in  the  house, 
which  they  had  forcibly  entered;  for  however 
the  magistrates  might  be  disposed  secretly  to 
favour  the  dark  attempt,  they  could  not  refuse, 
in  compliance  with  their  duty,  to  befriend  Fran- 
cis ;  the  ruffians  consequently  judged  it  prudent 
to  retire  in  haste.    The  holy  missionary  having 
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escaped  so  imminent  a  danger,  never  felt  any  di- 
minution of  zeal ;  and  the  hazard,  which  he  had 
encountered,  served  only  to  encrease  his  con- 
fidence in  God. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Baron  of  Hermance, 
informed  of  this  fresh  attempt,  omitted  no  means 
to  discover  the  authors,  with  a  determined  reso- 
lution to  inflict  exemplary  punishment ;  but  as 
all  those,  who  were  able  to  give  evidence, 
were  accomplices  in  the  deed,  he  never  obtained 
any  positive  information.  Francis  on  this  occa- 
sion performed  an  act  of  the  most  heroic  charity; 
from  the  place,  in  which  he  was  concealed,  he 
recognised  some  of  the  actors  in  the  desperate 
attempt;  and  so  far  from  discovering  them,  he 
spared  no  pains,  to  appease  the  Baron  of  Her-  t 
mance,  and  to  screen  from  public  notice  the 
authors  of  this  horrid  transaction. 

*  But  these  wretches,  far  from  being  moved 
by  this  unexampled  generosity,  took  occasion 
from  the  event,  to  accuse  him  of  witchcraft. 
They  had  heard,  that  he  was  in  the  house,  at  the 
time  of  their  entrancdt  and  they  declared,  that 
without  the  secret  of  rendering  himself  invisible, 


*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.    Book  II. 
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it  was  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  effect  an  escape.* 
There  was  even  an  inhabitant  of  Thonon,  who, 
without  reflecting  how  strongly  the  evidence  bore 
on  himself,  declared  on  oath,  that  he  had  seen 
him  at  a  nocturnal  meeting  of  sorcerers,  and  that 
he  was  there  held  in  great  estimation.  It  was 
thus  that  the  Jews  accused  our  Redeemer  of  ex- 
pelling devils,  in  the  name  of  Beelzebub  their 
prince. 

f  Francis  heard  this  horrid  calumny  with  a 
smile;  then  making  tlje  sign  of  the  cross,  he 
s^-id:  "  These  are  the  charms,  which  I  employ; 
it  is  by  this  sign  I  hope  to  conquer  hell,  and  not 
by  any  secret  understanding  with  the  princes  of 
darkness." 

J  But  if  the  faith,  with  whifch  Francis  was 
animated,  rendered  him  thus  intrepid  amidst 
the  greatest  dangers,,  his  relations  and  friends 
experienced  far  different  sensations.  The  reports, 
which  had  been  spread  throughout  Savoy,  that 
the  Calvinists  were  determined  to  destroy  hina^ 
and  that  whatever  precautions  of  security  might 
be  takeu,  he  would  nev#  escape  assassination, 


*  Idem  ibid, 
f  Anon.    Book  I. 
%  Aug,  of  Sales.    Book  II,    Andn.  ibid.  ? 
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diffused  a  very  general  alarm.  The  President 
Favre,  with  the  Bishop  of  Geneva,  and  particu- 
larly the  Count  of  Sales,  his  father,  wrote  to  him 
in  the  strongest  terms,  in  order  to  engage  him 
to  leave  Chablais,  and  return  to  Annecy,  where 
full  employment  might  be  supplied  to  his  zeal. 

The  Count  renewed  the  remonstrances  he  had 
made,  when  his  son  took  leave  of  him  ;  he  repre- 
sented in  a  striking  light,  the  little  success, 
which  he  had  hitherto  experienced ;  the  unavail- 
ing pains,  he  had  taken;  and  the  dangers,  to  * 
which  he  had  been  so  often  exposed,  either  from 
the  violence,  or  brutality  of  the  Calvinists.  He 
assured  him,  that  he  knew  them  better  than  he ; 
that  they  were  not  only  attached  to  their  religion 
because  they  believed  it  good,  but  because  they 
found  it  commodious ;  and  that  they  considered 
the  Catholic  religion,  as  a  political  engine  to 
deprive  them  of  the  support  of  the  neighbouring 
States,  and  to  reduce  them  to  slavery ;  that  as 
long  as  this  prejudice,  which  it  was  not  easy  to 
eradicate,  ^hould  prevail  among  them,  no  solid 
or  permanent  advantage,  could  be  rationally  ex- 
pected from  his  labours ;  that  after  all  his  toils, 
much  was  necessarily  to  be  done,  to  perpetuate  the 
Catholic  religion,  if  he  should  be  fortunate  enough 
t<P  re-establish  it ;  that  churches  must  be  raised, 
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proper  persons  procured  to  serve  them ;  pastors 
of  learning  and  of  irreproachable  conduct,  as 
well  as  colleges  for  the  instruction  of  youth, 
must  be  found;  that  if  any  of  these  resources 
should  be  wanting,  his  plan  would  fall  to  the 
ground.  He  then  asked,  at  whose  expence  these 
churches  and  colleges  were  to  be  raised ;  who 
was  to  furnish  a  proper  support  for  the  pastors 
and  the  instructors  of  youth  ?  He  declared  he 
had  very  strong  doubts,  whether  the  treasury  of 
the  Prince,  exhausted  as  it  was  by  the  wars  in 
which  he  had  been  engaged,  could  contribute  to 
forward  these  objects;  that  if  a  demand  were 
made  for  that  purpose  on  the  people,  it  would  be 
a  direct  method  to  engage  them  in  revolt,  and 
force  them  to  abandon  the  Catholic  religion, 
should  they  have  embraced  it.  The  Count  in- 
ferred from  these  observations,  that  his  best  plan 
was  to  relinquish  an  undertaking,  which  pre- 
sented such  slender  hopes  of  success,  and  which 
might  eventually  endanger  his  life  ;  and  he  finish- 
ed his  letter  by  repeating  what  he  had  before  said 
to  the  Bishop  of  Geneva.  "  That  he  should 
esteem  himself  happy  in  having  Saints  in  his 
family;  but  that  he  wished  them  rather  to  be 
confessors,  than  martyrs/' 

Francis  entertained  very  different  sentiments  ; 
the  obstacles  which  lay  before  him,  served  only 
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to  inflame  his  zeal.    He  was  not  one  of  those 
impetuous  characters,,  that  involve  themselves  in 
difficulties  from  a  want  of  sober  discretion  ;  on 
the  other  side,  he  w*f  far  removed  from  that  in- 
glorious timidity,  which  fancies  dangers,  when 
they  have  no  existence;  which  magnifies  ordinary 
hazards,  and  is  frighted  from  its  purpose  by  the 
most  trifling  occurrences.    It  was  not  his  purpose 
to  set  his  enemies  af  defiance,  nor  to  rouse  their 
resentment ;  but  he  never  fled  before  them ;  he 
even  sought  for  the  combat,  when  the  cause  of 
God  and  the  duties  of  his  ministry  demanded 
his  activity.    The  fear  of  death  never  prevented 
him  from  doing  his  duty  ;  proofs  of  this  assertion 
have  already  been  displayed  to  the  reader  ;  and  it 
will  appear  from  the  following  part  of  this  his- 
tory, that  martyrdom  was  wanting  to  crown  his 
labours,  rather  than  that  he  was  deficient  in  the 
constancy  of  the  martyr. 

Agreeably  to  these  sentiments,  he  wrote  to  the 
Count  his  father,  and  to  his  other  friends,  observing 
that  common  fame  is  a  very  unsafe  voucher  of 
fact ;  that  public  reports  had  greatly  exaggerated 
the  dangers  to  which  he  was  exposed,  but  that 
they  had  under-rated  the  success  which  God  had 
heen  pleased  to  bestow  on  his  labours  ;  that  the 
former  were  by  no  means  so  great,  a*  the  public 
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voice  had  proclaimed,  nor  the  number  of  Cal- 
vinists,  who  had  been  reconciled  to  the  Church, 
sd  inconsiderable,  as  it  had  been  supposed ;  but 
that  though  the  number  were  smaller,  and  God 
had  made  use  of  his  ministry  for  the  conversion  ' 
of  one  soul  only,  he  should  consider  his  labour 
well  bestowed;  that  the  merit  of  undertakings 
is  not  to  be  estimated  by  the  rapid  success,  which 
*  may  attend  them ;  that  after  three  years  of  con- 
tinual preaching,  after  the  many  miracles  and 
signs,  which  the  Redeemer  of  mankind  had  ex- 
hibited, he  converted  only  about  five  hundred 
persons;  that  the  Church  consisted  not  of  a 
greater  proportion  after  his  resurrection;  that 
notwithstanding  it  was  shortly  after  spread  over 
the  whole  earth,  and  nations  entered  its  pale 
in  crowds  ;  that  God  demanded  of  his  ministers 
labour  onlv,  and  reserved  the  success  of  their 
endeavours  to  himself;  that  Christ  did  not  say 
to  his  Apostles:  "Go,  convert  the  earth:"  but 
"  Go,  preach,  and  teach  all  nations  whatever  I  have 
taught  you;"  that  he  freely  acknowledged  that 
in  the  event  of  the  re-establishment  of  the  Ca- 
tholic religion  in  Chablais,  much  must  be  done 
to  support  it ;  but  that  all  this  was  by  no  means 
so  difficult,  as  it  had  been  generally  imagined ; 
that  he  had  formed  a  plan  for  the  purpose,  and 
hoped  in  a  short  time  to  send  it  to  the  Duke  of 
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Savoy,  and  to  the  Bishop  of  Geneva;  that  it  was 
drawn  up  in  such  a  manner,  as  not  to  be  burden- 
some to  the  Prince,  or  to  the  people.  Finally  he 
remarked,  that  he  was  on  the  spot ;  that  he  was 
enabled  to  take  a  nearer  survey  of  affairs,  and 
that  he  entertained  well  grounded  hopes,  that  the 
Almighty  would  bless  his  endeavours  in  a  signal 
manner. 

Indeed  the  report  of  the  intended  assassination 
of  Francis,  of  which  we  have  spoken,  was  soon 
circulated  in  every  quarter,  and  produced  in  minds 
least  subject  to  prejudice,  all  the  effects  which 
might  be  expected.  It  was  generally  observed 
without  any  disguise,  that  if  the  ministers  felt 
themselves  able  to  reply  to  Francis,  they  never 
would  have  adopted  such  violent  measures ;  that 
to  have  recourse  to  assassination,  under  such 
circumstances,  was  an  evident  proof  of  their  dis- 
trust in  their  cause,  and  of  their  inability  to  de- 
fend it;  that  it  was  a  singular  event,  that  at  the 
gates  of  Geneva,  the  centre  of  Calvinism,  a  single 
man  should  attack  all  the  ministers,  without  any 
attempt  on  their  part  to  defend  the  common 
cause ;  that  if  Francis  taught  error,  he  should  be 
confuted,  and  that  the  ministers  laboured  under 
a  gross  mistake,  if  they  thought  they  should  be 
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believed  on  their  word,  when  their  conduct  ex- 
hibited so  many  reasons  for  distrust. 

After  such  bitter  reproaches,  it  was  univer- 
sally supposed,  that  these  ministers  of  Calvinism, 
would  be  constrained  to  state  the  merits  of  their 
cause  in  a  conference  ;  and  that  they  would  call 
in  the  assistance  of  their  friends,  rather  than  pre^ 
serve  so  long  an  uninterrupted  silence,  that  proved 
so  injurious  to  their  reputation,  and  so  fatal  to 
the  stability  of  their  religion,  which  it  was  so 
much  their  interest  to  maintain.  But  it  is  more 
easy  to  accuse  the  Catholic  Church  of  teaching* 
error,  than  to  prove  such  an  assertion.  The  time 
was  now  passed,  when  her  pastors  were  too  ig- 
norant, or  too  weak  to  defend  her  cause  ;  and  it 
appeared  as  dangerous  an  experiment  to  contend 
with  a  man  of  the  enlightened  mind,  and  of  the 
exemplary  character  of  Francis,  as  it  had  been 
before  easy  and  practicable  to  seduce  people,  con- 
ducted by  pastors  of  irregular  conduct,  df  timid 
and  selfish  dispositions,  who,  so  far  from  pos- 
sessing knowledge  sufficient  to  refute  the  daily 
calumnies,  with  which  the  Church  was  aspersed, 
were  scarcely  acquainted  with  the  first  element* 
of  the  Catholic  doctrine.  Nothing  is'  more  easy,, 
than  to  vanquish  an  eneipy,  who  stands  not  ou 
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his  own  defence;  the  Catholic  religion  in  those 
parts,  weakened  and  dispirited,  had  sunk  under 
the  efforts  of  its  enemies;  to  this  disposition  only, 
had  Calvinism  been  indebted  for  its  success.  No 
other  proof  of  ^this  can  be  required  than  the 
transactions  at  Thonon,  which  took  place  even 
at  the  gates  of  Geneva.  Francis  alone  appears  to 
justify  the  Catholic  Church  ;*  her  enemies  retire 
before  him. 

However  disgraceful  it  might  appear,  not 
to  offer  any  thing  in  reply,  when  the  occa- 
sion demanded  a  defence,  and  not  to  assume 
even  the  appearances  of  right,  the  ministers  per- 
sisted in  an  obstinate  silence ;  they  were  satisfied 
with  declaiming  in  their  sermons  against  the 
Catholic  doctrine,  and  its  champion ;  but  when 
a  conference  was  proposed,  or  a  regular  discussion 
to  be  adjusted,  no  one  came  forward,  and  fresh 
pretexts  were  ingeniously  framed  to  decline  the 
contest.  In  the  mean  time  the  evil  gained  ground, 
and  it  became  necessary  to  apply  a  remedy  in 
order  to  check ,  its  progress ;  they  accordingly 
issued  a  very  strict  prohibition  to  hear  Francis, 
or  to  have  any  sort  of  communication  with  him; 

*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.    Book  II. 
VOL.  I.  O 
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*  But  this  prohibition  had  no  other  effect, 
than  to  increase  the  curiosity  of  the  people,  who 
went  in  crowds  to  his  sermons.  He  himself,  in  a 
letter  which  he  wrote  about  "this  time  to  his 
brother  Lewis  of  Sales,  relates,  that  some  remain- 
ing hindrance,  arising  from  political  consider- 
ations, which  probably  would  not  long  exist,  had 
prevented  the  Baron  of  Awlly,  a  man  of  rank, 
talents,  and  distinguished  merit,  and  in  high  esti- 
mation among  the  Calvinists,  from  appearing 
publicly  at  his  instructions  with  the  magistrates 
of  the  town  ;  that  the  most  eminent  persons  of  the 
party  no  longer  concealed  their  eagerness  to 
receive  information  on  the  contested  points  ;  that 
they  had  been  much  struck  at  one  of  his  sermons 
on  the  real  presence;  and  that  those  who  durst 
not  appear  openly,  had  heard  him  from  some 
secret  place. 

f  Such  is  the  account,  which  the  humility  of 
Francis  permitted  him  to  give  to  his  brother, 
from  whom  he  was  unable  to  conceal  the  secrets 
of  his  heart.  But  we  are  informed  by  the  histo- 
rians of  his  life,  that  he  preached  on  the  real 
presence  with  so  much  energy;  that  a  confused 

*  Anon.    Book  I. 
t  Idem  ibid. 
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murmur  arose  from  his  audience,  as  from  persons, 
who  were  overpowered  by  the  force  of  truth, 
and  that  this  sermon  converted  six  hundred  * 
people. 

*  This  success  filled  the  consistory  with  alarm, 
as  it  was  apprehended  that  farther  consequences 
would  ensue,  unless  means  were  devised  to  im- 
pede his  progress.  Various  expedients  were  there- 
fore proposed  to  adjust  differences;  some  were  of 
opinion,  that  a  confession  of  faith  should  be 
given  by  both  parties  in  writing,  and  that  an 
assembly  should  be  held  to  confer  on  its  contents 
without  animosity,  and  without  dissimulation. f 
Others  desired,  that  the  minister  Viret,  who 
enjoyed  a  great  reputation  among  his  party,  might 
be  commissioned  to  confer  alone  with  Francis : 
and  others  wished  that  more  of  the  ministers 
might  bq,  associated  with  him  in  the  conference. 

But  these  different  plans  were  attended  with 
considerable  difficulties  in  the  execution.  As  to 
the  first,  which  regarded  the  confession  of  faith, 
it  presupposed  that  the  party  fully  agreed  on 
doctrinal  matters ;  a  supposition  by  no  means  ad- 


*  Ibid. 

f  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.   Book  II. 
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missible,  as  it  clearly  appears  from  the  differences, 
which  have  invariably  arisen  among  the  Calvinists 
themselves.  The  opinion  of  those,  who  wished 
the  minister  Viret,  to  meet  Francis,  was  subject 
to  much  inconvenience.  It  was  soon  discovered 
to  be  a  dangerous  expedient,  to  entrust  the  cause 
to  the  abilities  of  one  man;  Francis,  it  was 
remarked,,  possessed  great  skill,  was  habituated 
to  controversial  discussion,  had  full  command  of 
himself,  and  never  lost  sight  of  his  subject ;  the 
advantage  therefore  would  be  too  much  in  his 
favour.  Nothing  then  remained,  but  to  adopt 
the  third  proposition.  But  to  that  it  was  ob- 
jected, that  it  would  confer  too  distinguished  an 
honour  on  Francis  of  Sales ;  that  it  would  excite 
an  impression  of  his  consequence  and  of  their 
fears ;  that  he  had  already  attained  too  high  a 
reputation,  without  increasing  it  by  the  solemnity 
of  such  a  discussion,  as  would  make  a  consider- 
able noise  in  the  world,  in  proportion  to  the 
numbers,  who  wimld  crowd  to  the  conference. 

It  is  an  unusual  event  to  see  assemblies,  com- 
posed of  persons  possessing  equal  authority,  agree 
in  any  measure;  whether  it  .be,  that  each  one  on 
those  occasions  is  eager  to  maintain  his  own 
sentiment,  and  believes  it  disgraceful  to  yield  to 
the  opinion  of  others ;  or  that  the  greatest  part 
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of  mankind  are  better  qualified  to  raise  difficul- 
ties, than  to  solve  them, 

% 

This  observation  was  extremely  applicable 
to  the  consistory  of  Thonon;  many  difficulties 
were  started,  and  many  expedients  proposed,  but 
no  agreement  took  place.*  Francis  himself  re- 
lates, in  the  letter  to  Lewis  of  Sales  already 
referred  to,  that  the  ministers  were  extremely  em* 
barrassed  on  his  account;  that  he  had  reduced 
them  to  the  necessity  of  meeting  him  in  a  confe- 
rence, but  that  they  were  unable  to  adopt  any 
settled  resolution  on  the  subject.  .Their  embar- 
rassment increased,  when  Franeis,  who.  knew 
their  perplexity,  and  was  determined  tp  turn  it 
to  his  own  advantage,  pressed  them  in  several 
public  writings,  to  agree  to  a  conference,  as  a 
mode  indispensably  necessary  to  terminate  their 
differences,  and  to  remove  the  scandal,  which 
their  silence  hpd  occasioned  ia  the  minds  of  the 
people. 

f  A  challenge  so  public  could  not  pass  with- 
out observation,  and  it  was  already  become  too 
dangerous  any  longer  to  disappoint  tjie  expecta- 


*  Anon.   Book  I. 
t  Charlts  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  II. 
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tions  of  the  Catholics  and  of  the  Calvinists,  by 
declining  the  combat.  A  conference  was  therefore 
accepted,  the  day  and  the  place  appointed,  and 
the  subjects  of  discussion  adjusted,  with  every 
particular,  that  could  ensure  success  to  the  un- 
dertaking. 

*  The  report  of  this  intended  conference  was  no 
sooner  spread,  than  numbers  from  Geneva,  from 
the  neighbouring  towns,  and  from  all  Chablais, 
crowded  to  Thonon  to  witness  the  scene.  Francis 
appeared'  first  at  the  appointed  place ;  it  was 
expected  that  the  ministers  would  not  fail  to 
attend,  and  the  Calvinists  already  had  proclaimed 
a  victory.  But  their  surprise  was  great,  when 
the  ministers,  instead  of  appearing  agreeably  to 
the  appointment,  sent  an  apology,  on  the  plea, 
that  the  permission  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  had 
not  been  obtained  to  hold  the  assembly,  f  This 
apparent  respect  for  the  authority  of  their  sove- 
reign, which  it  was  known  they  had  not  observed 
in  much  more  delifcate  conjunctures,  did  not  sa- 
tisfy either  party;  It  was  remarked  in  very  intel- 
ligible language,  that  such  an  inconvenience 
might  have  been'  easily  foreseen,  and  as  easily 


♦Anon.  Book  I. 
t  Charles  Aug,  of  Sales.  Book  II. 
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obviated;  that  there  was  no  reason  to  doubt, 
that  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  by  whose  orders  Francis 
was  known  to  have  entered  Chablais,  would  ap- 
prove whatever  he  shottld  judge  prudent  in  the 
business  of  the  ministry;  that  he  never  would 
have  appeared  first  at  the  conference,  had  he  not 
been  well  assured,  that  he  was  doing  nothing, 
which  by  any  construction  could  be  displeasing 
to  his  prince,  or  could  injure  his  authority;  and 
that  the  excuse  of  the  ministers  was  a  complete 
defeat,  injurious  to  the  religion  and  to  the  faction 
of  the  Calvinists. 

*  As  this  pretext,  flimsy  as  it  was,  might  bear 
a  plausible  appearance,  Francis  received  it  with 
the  politest  attention,  and  informed  the  ministers 
that  he  would  take  the  business  tipon  himself, 
obtain  the  permission  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and 
procure  his  approbation  of  all  that  might  *be 
done.f  The  ministers  replied,  that  this  assurance 
was  insufficient,  and  that  in  affairs,  which  might 
involve  the  authority  of  the  sovereign,  too  much 
precaution  could  not  be  taken.  Francis  replied 
to  this  second  excuse,  that  before  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Duke  should  arrive,  they  might  be 


*  Ibid, 
f  Anon.  Book  I. 
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satisfied  with  the  provisional  leave  of  the  Baron 
of  Hermance,  the  governor  of  the  Province,  to 
whom  this  prince  had  given  all  necessary  powers 
in  matters  which  regarded  religion.,  and  that  he 
would  undertake  to  obtain  his  consent. 

There  now  appeared  no  means  of  retreating; 
and  it  was  generally  supposed,  that  the  ministers 
would  proceed  to  the  conference.  However,  as 
they  were  fully  determined  not  to  commence  the 
contest  with  Francis,  in  open  defiance  of  the 
public  opinion  on  such  disingenuous  conduct, 
and  leaving  appearances  on  the  side  of  the 
Catholics,  they  replied,  that  they  acknowledged 
the  authority  of  the  Baron  of  Hermance  only 
in  affairs  of  a  civil  nature,  but  that  to  hold 
an  assembly  for  religious  purposes,  the  autho- 
rity of  the  sovereign  was  indispensably  requi- 
site; that  if  matters  did  not  terminate  agree- 
ably  to  his  wishes,  he  might  disavow  the  leave 
of  the  governor,  and  the  assembly  might  be 
charged  with  violating  the  authority  of  the 
sovereign. 

This  conduct,  so  strongly  marked  with  insin- 
cerity and  with  distrust  of  the  merits  of  Calvin- 
ism, could  not  fail  to  confirm  the  Catholics  in 
their  faith,  and  singularly  to  scandalise  their 
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adversaries.  This  impression  proceeded  so  far, 
that  even  one  of  the  ministers,  ashamed  of  the 
disingenuous  behaviour  of  his  brethren,  repaired 
privately  to  Francis,  and  told  him,  that  agree- 
ably  to  his  engagement,  he  desired  to  confer  with 
him  on  the  subject  of  religion.*  This  conference 
had  not  the  solemnity,  and  did  not  excite  the 
attention,  which  would  have  accompanied  the 
proposed  assembly ;  but  as  both  parties  acted 
with  sincerity,  the  success  was  such,  as  probably 
would  not  have  been  the  result  of  the  great  dis- 
cussion. * 

The  method  which  Francis  followed  on  this 
occasion,  was  the  same,  which  had  before  suc- 
ceeded, and  had  extremely  perplexed  the  mi- 
nisters. He  brought  him  with  whom  he  con- 
ferred, to  an  acknowledgment,  that  without  pay- 
ing any  regard  to  subjects  which  they  considered 
indifferent,  it  was  necessary  to  attend  to  the  fun- 
damental points,  which  they  had  made  the  ground 
of  their  separation,  and  had  openly  declared  to 
be  the  true  motive  of  their  rupture  with  the  Ca- 
tholic Church.  When  this  point  was  ascertained, 
it  was  easy  to  come  to  an  agreement  on  two 
others ;  the  first  of  which  was,  that  Catholics 


*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  II.  Anon.  Book  I. 
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are  not  to  be  charged  with  the  consequences  of 
those  doctrines,  which  they  disavow ;  the  other 
was,  that  the  belief  of  the  Church,  is  not  to  be 
collected  from  the  writings  of  private  doctors, 
but  from  the  genuine  sources  ;  such  as  the  coun- 
cil of  Trent,  which  met  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
posing differences  on  the  subject  of  religion,  aqd 
which  can  never  be  charged  with  ignorance  or 
disingenuity  in  expounding  the  Catholic  doc- 
trine. 

The  minister  considered  these  three  points  per- 
fectly admissible;  certain  consequences  he  after- 
wards discovered,  inevitably  to  follow.  In  fact, 
Francis  so  clearly  demonstrated  to  him  that  the 
belief  of  the  Church  bad  been  misrepresented,  her 
doctrine  disfigured,  opinions  ascribed  to  her 
which  she  never  held,  and  that  such  consequences 
had  been  drawn  from  her  doctrine  as  she  dis- 
claimed; finally  he  shewed  in  so  evident  a  man- 
ner, that  the  Church,  when  her  tenets  are  un- 
derstood, teaches  nothing  but  what  is  salutary 
and  orthodox,  that  the  minister  found  himself 
constrained  to  yield.* 

His  conversion  could  not  remain  so  secret  as  to 
be  concealed  from  the  party.    They  felt  that 


*  Ibid. 
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such  an  event  might  produce  very  singular  con- 
sequences, unless  an  expeditious  remedy  were  ap- 
plied.   The  influence  of  his  relatives  and  friends 
was  employed  to  engage  him  to  return  to  the 
communion,,  which  he  had  relinquished;  pro- 
mises and  menaces  were  alternately  resorted  to 
without  effect.*    He  was  at  length  confined  to 
prison;   false  witnesses  were  suborned;  crimes 
were  laid  to  his  charge,  which  he  had  never  com- 
mitted, and  every  method  was  used  by  turns,  to 
flatter  his  hopes,   and  to  excite  his  fears.  As 
this  minister  was  a  man  of  known  probity,  it 
was  supposed  that  the  affair  would  proceed  no 
farther  ;  but  this  occasion  displayed  a  remarkable 
instance,  on  one  hand  of  the  effects  of  false  zeal, 
and  on  the  other  of  the  force  of  divine  grace  in  a 
heart,  which  was  influenced  in  its  conversion  by 
no  human  interest.    Injustice  was  carried  to  the 
utmost  extremity,  f    The  minister  was  condemned 
to  death ;  and  the  sentence  was  executed  with  so 
much  precipitation,  that  Francis  had  not  time  to 
resort  to  the  authority  of  the  prince,  as  he  had 
designed.^ 

This  violent  proceeding  excited  horror  in  the 
breasts  of  the  Catholics  and  of  the  Cajvinists; 

*  Ibid,    f  Ibid- 
J  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  II. 
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and  produced  an  effect  very  opposite  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  actors,  which  was  to  prevent  farther 
conversions.  The  advocate  Poncet,  a  man  of 
distinguished  reputation,  both  at  Geneva  and  in 
Chablais,  and  the  Baron  of  Awlly,  who  has  been 
mentioned,  were  indignant,  that  the  party  after 
rejecting  measures  of  conciliation,  should  recur 
to  such  methods,  in  order  to  support  their  reli- 
gion ;  they  began  to  entertain  strong  suspicions 
concerning  Calvinism,  and  were  led  to  believe, 
that  a  creed,  propagated  by  violence  and  by  means 
wholly  human,  might  have  owed  its  birth  to  si- 
milar causes.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Apostolic 
conduct  of  Francis,  far  remote  from  the  suspicion 
of  interested  views,  his  incomparable  meekness, 
extremely  distant  from  any  thing  that  could  ex- 
hibit a  shadow  of  violence,  his  piety,  his  charity, 
his  patience,  his  indefatigable  zeal  for  the  salva- 
tion of  souls  which  nothing  could  subdue,  were 
powerful  and  efficacious  inducements,  furnished 
by  God,  to  engage  them  to  return  to  the  bosom  of 
the  Catholic  Church.  But  the  prejudices  which 
they  had  inherited,  the  commodious  nature  of  a 
religion,  which  Battered  the  senses,  in  the  same 
proportion,  in  which  the  Catholic  Church  re- 
quires her  children  to  contend  with  sensuality ; 
the  shame  with  which  they  were  filled  at  the 
thought  of  changing  their  religion;  the  appre- 
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hension  of  what  might  be  said  on  such  a  delicate 
subject,  and  of  the  enemies  they  might  create  by 
such  a  step  ;  finally,  the  loss  of  credit  and  of  the 
authority  which  they  had  acquired  in  a  great 
party,  that  predominated  in  the  province,  formed 
so  many  ties  that  held  them  enslavfed  to  error,  and 
prevented  them  from  following  the  lights  of  their 
conscience.* 

The  advocate  Poncet  was  the  first,  who  sur- 
mounted these  difficulties  ;  he  waited  on  Francis, 
and  conferred  with  him  a  considerable  time ;  and 
it  may  be  said  with  truth,  that  he  did  not  yield 
in  the  contest,  till  he  found  the  post  completely 
untenable.  He  wished  however  that  his  conver- 
sion should  remain  secret ;  and  he  required  in 
express  terms,  that  two  persons  only  should  wit- 
ness the  abjuration  of  his  errors.  But  Francis 
who  foresaw  the  advantageous  consequences  likely 
to  arise  from  the  conversion  of  a  man  of  his 
character,  after  yielding  to  him  in  the  last  point, 
represented  to  him  in  terms  extremely  strong, 
that  in  the  business  of  salvation,  no  artificial 
precautions  should  be  taken;  that  it  must  be  a 
false  shame,  that  could  prevent  him  from  pub- 
licly acknowledging  the  grace,  with  which  he 


*  Ibid. 
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had  been  favoured ;  that  Christ  wanted  not  those 
concealed  followers,  who  were  destitute  of  cou- 
rage sufficient  to  make  a  public  profession  of  his 
doctrine  *  and  that  he  would  not  recognise  those 
as  his  own,  before  his  heavenly  Father,  who  should 
be  prevented  by  human  interest  from  confessing 
him  before  men.  These  forcible  representations 
induced  him  to  make  an  open  profession  of  the 
Catholic  faith. 

His  example  was  followed  by  the  conversion  of 
a  great  number  of  persons  of  every  condition; 
but  no  event  excited  a  stronger  sensation,  than 
the  change  t>f  the  Baron  of  Awlly.  He  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Calvinists  in  Chablais ;  and  in 
that  station,  he  had  acquired,  by  his  great  quali- 
ties, a  high  reputation  at  Geneva,  and  in  the 
neighbouring  parts.  He  had  married  a  Catholic 
lady  of  illustrious  birth,  but  more  distinguished 
by  her  virtue.  Her  enchanting  temper,  her 
meekness,  her  charity,  and  piety,  were  the  first 
attractions,  which  God  employed  to  draw  the 
husband  from  those  errors,  in  which  his  birth, 
more  than  his  choice,  had  involved  him.  This 
affectionate  man,  never  could  be  induced  to  be-* 
Keve,  that  God,  whose  mercies  are  infinite  towards 
the  most  abandoned  sinners,  had  consigned  a 
person  so  virtuous  to  illusion  and  error,  With 
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this  impression  on  his  mind,  he  endeavoured  with 
the  mildest  insinuation  and  address.,  to  engage 
her  to  embrace  the  Calvinistic  creed;  but  the 
lady,  who  had  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  being 
instructed  by  Francis  of  Sales,  discovered  so 
much  firmness  in  her  faith,  that  he  promised  to 
give  her  no  farther  trouble.  After  gaining  this 
point,  she  advanced  a  step  farther,  and  induced 
him  to  go  and  hear  Francis,  who  was  preaching 
the  lent  at  Thonon.  They  repaired  thither  in 
company ;  and  Francis,  who  had  been  apprised 
of  the  circumstance,  preached  with  such  energy 
on  the  marks  of  the  true  Church,  as  made  a  sen- 
sible impression  on  the  mind  of  the  Baron.  About 
ihe  same  time,  the  execution  of  the  minister,  of 
whom  we  have  spoken,  took  place,  to  the  scandal 
©f  both  parties.  The  Baron  of  Awlly,  who  was 
an  upright  character,  publicly  testified  his  disap- 
probation of  the  proceeding;  he  heard  it  justified 
on  the  most  flimsy  grounds ;  and  from  that  mo- 
ment he  completely  lost  the  esteem,  which  he  had 
entertained  for  the  ministers. 

But  much  still  remained  to  be  done;  Awlly 
was  a  man  of  talents ;  he  had  been  hitherto  a 
sincere  Caivinist.  The  disgraceful  conduct  of  the 
ministers,  in  declining  the  conference  with  Francis, 
had  excited  his  suspicions ;  their  violence  towards 
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the  converted  minister,  had  increased  his  distrust- 
But  as  he  thought  it  not  just,  to  decide  on  the 
merit  of  a  religion,  by  the  irregular  conduct  of 
its  ministers,  or  its  professors,  he  kept  his  mind 
in  a  species  of  neutrality,  which  prevented  him 
from  declaring  in  favour  of  one  side,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  other.  His  intercourse  with  Francis, 
drew  him  from  this  dangerous  situation,  and  excited 
his  partiality  to  the  Catholic  religion.  His  virtuous 
consort  seconded  the  attention  of  this  Apostolic 
man,  by  alms,  by  fervent  prayers,  and  by  the 
continual  tears,  which  she  shed  in  the  presence  of 
God,  for  the  conversion  of  her  husband.  The 
Father  of  mercies  was  at  length  moved ;  He  heard 
the  ardent  supplications  of  this  virtuous  lady; 
the  Baron  perceived  that  himself,  and  not  she  was 
engaged  in  illusion  and  error;  and  the  infidel 
husband,  as  St.  Paul  expresses  it,  was  sanctified  by 
the  faithful  wife. 

The  conversion  of  this  man  engrossed  the  atten- 
tion of  Francis  considerably  more  than  any  similar 
business.  As  the  step,  which  Awlly  was  about 
to  take,  was  of  the  utmost  consequence,  and 
likely  to  excite  the  most  lively  sensation,  he  was 
willing  to  leave  no  subject  of  reproach.  He  fre- 
quently conversed  with  Francis ;  he  committed  to 
writing  his  doubts  and  the  answers ;  he  afterwards 
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examined  them  with  all  the  atteijfion  of  a  man, 
who  is  afraid  of  deception  in  the  most  important 
of  all  concerns.*  All  this  did  not  satisfy  his 
mind  ;  and  feeling  himself  unable  to  confer  with 
his  instructor  at  Thonon,  with  the  freedom  and 
secrecy  he  could  wish.,  he  would  meet  him  by 
appointment  in  a  forest,  about  a  league  from  the 
town  ;  thither  they  both  repaired  often  in  the 
week,  and  discussed  with  the  utmost  liberty,  all 
the  points  contested  between  the  Catholics  and 
the  Calvinists.  Awlly  feeling  himself  at  length 
ready  to  yield  to  conviction,  devised  another  pre- 
caution, which  might  screen  him  from  the  re- 
proaches that  might  be  made,  for  trusting  to  his 
own  judgment,  in  the  important  choice  of  a 
religion,  in  which  he  designed  to  live  and  to  die. 
He  proposed  to  Francis  to  commit  to  writing  the 
leading  points  of  their  conversations,  and  to  send 
them  to  Geneva  and  to  Berne,  to  see  what  the 
most  celebrated  ministers  in  those  towns  would 
produce  in  reply.  Francis  assured  him,  that  it 
was  never  his  intention  to  deceive,  or  to  take  by 
surprise  any  human  being;  that  he  approved  of 
the  proposition,  but  could  engage  either  that 
they  would  give  no  answer,  or  at  least  that  they 


*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.    Book  II.    Anon.  Book  I. 
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could  produce  nothing  that  would  invalidate  his 
reasons ;  and  he  entreated  him  in  his  turn,  after 
this  last  effort,  to  make  without  delay,  a  public 
profession  of  the  Catholic  faith.  The  Baron 
agreed  to  this  proposal.*  The  substance  of  their 
conferences  was  therefore  compiled,  and  sent  to 
the  ministers  of  Geneva  and  of  Berne. 

The  prediction  of  Francis  was  verified.  Awllj 
received  no  answer ;  he  considered  their  silence 
a  manifest  acknowledgment  of  their  inability  to 
produce  a  reply,  and  lamenting  their  obstinacy 
and  blindness,  he  abandoned  the  schism,  and 
was  received  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

The  circumstances  attending  this  conversion, 
were  to  Francis,  an  ample  compensation  for  the 
trouble,  which  he  had  taken  in  the  whole  busi- 
ness.f  Awlly,  who  did  nothing  by  halves,  was 
desirous  that  the  day/  on  which  his  abjuration 
was  to  be  made,  should  be  known  over  the  whole 
country,  and  even  at  Geneva;  he  accordingly 
invited  an  immense  number  of  persons  to  attend 
On  the  day  appointed  for  the  ceremony,  *he  pub- 
licly declared  the  motives  of  his  conversion,  and 
exhorted  the  attendants  to  follow  his  example,  and 

*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  II. 
t  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.   Book  II.   Anon.  Boofc  }• 
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to  prove  themselves  worthy  of  the  grace,  which 
God  had  imparted  to  him.  He  abjured  the  errors 
of  Calvin,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Catholic 
communion  in  presence  of  the  people  of  Thonon, 
and  a  great  concourse  of  Calvinists  from  Gfeneva, 
who  had  come  on  purpose  to  witness  a  trans- 
action, which  without  the  testimony  of  their  own 
senses,  they  never  could  have  been  induced  to 
believe. 

A  conversion  so  publicly  attested,  filled  the 
Catholics  with  joy,  and  heightened  the  confusion 
of  the  Calvinists.  The  event  was  followed  with 
the  change  of  so  many  others,  that  Francis,  un- 
equal to  the  increase  of  labour,  was  obliged  to 
call  in  farther  aid.  About  thid  time  a  circum- 
stance took  place,  which  completely  destroyed 
the  small  share  of  credit,  that  remained  to  the 
ministers.  The  aflairs  of  Awlly  frequently  obliged 
him  to  repair  to  Geneva.  As  he  gloried  in'hifc 
conversion,  and  was  besides  a  man  of  too  much 
influence  to  apprehend  any  insult,  he  appeared 
m  public,  and  spoke  with  as  much  liberty  as  he 
bad  ever  shewn  before  his  change;  the  high  es- 
timation in  which  he  was  held,  prevented  any 
remarks  on  the  freedom  of  his  deportment  *  A 


*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sates,    Book  II. 
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minister,  of  the  name  of  La  Faye,  who  had  for- 
merly'  enjoyed  a  considerable  share  of  his  esteem, 
ventured  to  remonstrate.  Awlly  replied,  that  he 
had  resorted  to  that  expedient  too  late;  and  ob- 
served, that  he  should  have  given  an  answer  to 
the  performance,  which  had  been  sent  to  the 
ministers  of  Geneva  and  of  Berne ;  that  both  he 
and  his  brethren  had  shewn  extreme  cowardice, 
in  refusing  to  defend  their  religion  against  a 
solitary  opponent,  Francis  of  Safes,  who  had  so 
often  given  them  a  public  challenge.  The  mi- 
nister, roused  by  these  observations,  declared 
himself  ready  to  go  to  Thonon,  and  to  enter  the 
lists  with  Francis ;  he  expressed  the  strongest 
assurance  of  converting  him  in  the  presence  of  the 
Baron,  who,  he  alleged,  must  have  been  de- 
ceived by  a  false  exposition  of  the  Catholic  faith, 
.  which  was  assuredly  different  from  the  artificial 
turns  and  singular  explanations  supplied  by 
Francis. 

The  Baron  accepted  the  proposal ;  the  day 
was  fixed  for  the  minister's  appearance  at  Tho- 
non;  and  Awlly  informed  Francis,  that  he  was 
now  to  meet  an  antagonist,  worthy  of  himself. 
Francis  expressed  himself  pleased  with  the  pro- 
position, and  assured  his  friend,  that  he  would  be 
punctual  to  the  appointment ;  but  he  had  some 
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difficulty  in  believing,  that,  after  the  ministers  of 
Thonon  bad  refused  to  confer  with  him,  thofceof 
<3reneva  would  engage  in  the  business.*  Accord- 
ingly JLa  Faje  failed  in  his  engagement;  and 
though  Aw%  went  to  Geneva  three  or  four  different 
times  to  enforce  his  appearance,  fresh  pretexts 
were  always  employed  to  decline  the  projected 
contest. 

» 

Nothing  could  be  Tbetter  calculated  than  this 
obstinate  refusal  to  confirm  Awlly  in  the  faith, 
which  he  had  embraced;  but  as  he  was  not  a 
man  easily  disposed  to  drop  a  favourite  project, 
he  proposed  to  Francis  to  go  to  Geneva,  in  order 
tp  solicit  the  minister  to  engage  in  the  intended 
discussion.  Francis  replied,  that  such  a  plan 
appeared  to  him  rather  of  too  delicate  a  nature ; 
that  his  mission  did  not  extend  to  Geneva,  a  city 
not  subject  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy ;  that  it  was  ( 
confined  to  Chablais  and  the  three  bailiwicks  ; 
that  such  a  conference  conducted  without  order 
and  without  witnesses,  might  lead  the  ministers 
to  claim  the  victory,  however  unfavourable  the 
isfcue  might  prove  to  themselves ;  that  if  any  in- 
sult should  be  offered  to  him,  or  any  outrage 
committed,  he  might  justly  be  charged  with 
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having  drawn  it  on  himself  by  his  own  impnj^ 
dence ;  that  Be  well  knew  the  people  of  Geneva 
to  be  prone  to  sedition,  and  so  completely  hostile 
to  the  Catholic  religion,  as  not  to  endure  the 
smallest  vestige  of  it;  and  that  they  would  con- 
sider it  as  a  serious  insult  that  their  pastors 
shpuld  be  attacked  within  the  precincts  of  their 
walls. 

Awlly  replied,  that  these  consequences  might 
be  apprehended,  if  the  proposed  discussion  were 
to  be  held  with  a  formal  solemnity,  or  if  any 
preconcerted  design  should  appear ;  that  he  only 
requested  his  revered  friend  to  pay  the  minister 
La  Faye  a  visit  of  civility;  that  he  himself 
would  gradually  introduce  the  discussion;  that 
he  would  be  responsible  for  the  consequences, 
and  that  he  had  credit  and  friends  enough  at 
Geneva  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  insult. 

As  Francis  desired  nothing  with  so  much 
ardour,  as  to  confirm  Awlly  in  his  faith ;  and  as 
he  apprehended,  that  by  persisting  in  his  refusal, 
he  might  give  birth  to  a  similar  impression  made 
by  the  minister's  conduct,  and  that  it  might  prove 
unfavourable  to  the  interests  of  religion,  he  ac- 
ceded to  the  proposal.     *  They  accordingly  pra- 

*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sates.    Book  II. 
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ceeded  to  Geneva,  accompanied  by  some  friends  of 
the  Baron,  who  might  in  tke  ctae  of  nded,  bear 
witness  to  all  that  should  pass  at  the  intended 
meeting. 

No  words  can  express  the  surprise  of  the  minis- 
ter, when  he  saw  before  him,  the  celebrated  Fran- 
cis of  Sales,  who  was  in  reality  more  formidable, 
than  "his  appearance  seemed  to  indicate.  The 
conference  lasted  three  hours,  and  notwithstanding 
all  the  efforts  of  Francis  to  confine  the  minister 
to  one  question  before  he  proceeded  to  another, 
as  it  wa9  evidently  his  advantage  to  examine  no- 
thing to  the  bottom,  he  agitated  so' many  different 
points,  that  nothing  was  thoroughly  discussed. 
The  conversation  turned  on  the  unity  of  the 
Church,  on  the  sacrament  of  the  Eucharist;  On 
good  works,  on  satisfaction,  on  purgatory,  onfthe 
intercession  and  the  invocation  of  the  saints,  and 
on  some  other  controverted  points ;  subjects  so 
extensive,  as  to  be  sufficient  for  a  discussion  of 
many  days.  Diit  it  was  necessary  to  follow  the 
minister  iti  hi9  course,  who,  feeling  himself  closely 
pursued  on  tone  point,  passed  immediately  to  ano- 
ther, but  with  sticb  disadvantage,  that  having 
remarked  in  the  countenances  of  the  attendants, 
the  small  degree  of  satisfaction  afforded  by  his 
answers,  he  broke  off  the  conference,  by  pouring 
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forth  a  torrent  of  the  most  attrocious  invectives 
against  Francis  of  Sales. 

Those  who  were  present,  felt  the  utmost  indig- 
nation at  the  insolence  of  the  minister ;  and  sug- 
gested  to  Francis  some  sharp  sallies,  to  which 
such  conduct  naturally  gave  birth.  But  he  ob- 
served with  his  usual  meekness,  that  if  his  adver- 
sary had  any  good  reasons  to  produce,  he  would 
not  have  recourse  to  insults ;  that  a  person,  who 
is  in  danger  of  sinking  in  the  water,  naturally 
catches  at  what  he  can  lay  hold  of;  and  that  for 
bis  own  part  he  had  never  given  to  any  one  a 
severe  reply,  without  repenting  of  his  conduct. 

It  is  easy  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  advantage 
of  this  conference  to  Francis,  and  to  the  Catholic 
Church,  by  the  subsequent  proceeding  of  the  % 
Baron  of  Awlly.*  He  composed  a  work,  in 
which  he  gave  an  account  of  the  motives  of  his 
conversion,  and  printed  the  performance  at 
Lyons.  He  there  speaks  too  advantageously  of 
Francis  of  Sales,  to  leave  any  room  to  suppose, 
that  he  considered  him  as  a  man,  by  whom  he 
had  been  deceived,  or  who  had  ill  explained  the 
Catholic  doctrine:    This  however  must  inevitably 


*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.    Book  II. 
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have  happened,  if  Francis  had  suffered  any  dis- 
advantage in  the  conference,  which  we  have  re- 
corded, or  rather,  if  he  had  not  gained  a  complete 
victory. 


END  OF   THE  SECOND  BOOK. 
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X  HE  unparalleled  success  of  St.  Francis  of  Salds 
in  Chablais,  attracts  letters  of  congratulation  from  all 
quarters,. ..The  President  Favre,  writes  to  him  in  the  name 
of  the  Duke  of  Savoy. ...The  Pope's  Nuncio,  and  his 
Holiness  himself  perform  the  same  friendly  office.... Death 
of  the  Baron  of  Hermance....He  is  succeeded  by  Jerom  de 
Lambect ;  who,  by  no  means  displays  the  great  qualities 
of  his  predecessor.  This  circumstance  gives  great  emba- 
rassment  to  Francis  of  Sales.. ..He  receives  an  order  from 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  to  repair  to  Turin,  in  order  to  confer 
with  him  on  the  affairs  of  Chablais ;  at  the  same  time,  a 
brief  arrives  from  the  Pope,  who  directs  him  to  proceed  to 
Geneva,  to  have  a  conference  with  Theodore  Beza....He 
prefers  the  journey  to  Turiu,  believing  it  more  advan- 
tageous to  the  Catholic  religion... .He  crosses  the  Alps  in 
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the  greatest  severity  of  the  winter  with  imminent  danger 
of  his  life.... Public  and  private  conferences,  which  he 
holds  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy.... He  persuades  him  to  re- 
establish the  Catholic  religion  in  all  his  dominions. ...  Great 
obstacles  to  be  surmounted,  in  order  to  carry  this  design 
into  execution... .Zealous  and  disinterested  conduct,  which 
he  displays  on  this  occasion.. ..He  repasses  the  Alps,  and 
goes  to  Thonon  in  a  very  inclement  season.... He  commu- 
nicates the  orders  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  fpr  the  re-esta- 
blishment of  the  Catholic  religion,  to  the  syndics  and 
other  magistrates  of  Thonon... .The  town  is  in  commotion, 
and  recourse  is  had  to  arms.. ..Great  danger,  to  which 
St.  Francis  is  exposed.... He  succeeds  in  calming  the  sedi- 
tion by  his  firmness,  and  re-establishes  the  Catholic  wor- 
ship at  Thonon  and  in  Chablais....He  gives  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  an  account  of  what  had  passed  on  this  occasion.... 
The  Duke  enraged  at  the  inhabitants  of  Thonon,  sends 
the  regiment  of  Count  Mortinengue,  to  inflict  punish- 
ment....St.  Francis  of  Sales  opposes  this  measure,  and 
prevents  any  severity  towards  the  people..* .He  proceeds  to 
Geneva,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  his  Holiness,  to  confer 
with  Theodore  Beza.... Remarkable  interview  with  that 
reformer,  but  without  success.. ..He  gives  an  account  of  it 
to  the  Pope,  who  directs  him  to  return  to  Geneva,  and  to 
make  in  his  name  very  advantageous  offers  to  Beza.... 
St.  Francis  of  Sales  has  two  other  conferences  with  him, 
on  tlje  subject  of  his  conversion,  but  without  effect.. ..The 
Bishop  of  Geneva  repairs  to  Thonon,  with  a  great  number 
of  missionaries.... The,  Duke  of  Savoy  arrives  there,  a  short  j 
time  after,  to  countenance  by  his  presence,  the  re-esta- 
blishment of  the  Catholic  religion.... The  Cardinal  Me*  | 
dicis,  the  Pope's  legate,  reaches  Thonon  ajaout  the  same 
time.... Great  examples  of  piety,  given  by  the  Duke  ana1  , 
the  legate... .Esteem  of  both  for  St.  Francis  of  Sales.. «• 


Digitized  by 


(  iii  ) 


Departure  of  the  legate... .Arrival  of  ambassadors  from 
Switzerland  and  Geneva,  to  oppose  the  re-establishment 
of  tbe  Catholic  religion.... Incidents  on  that  occasion.... 
Noble  action  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy... .All  Chablais  is 
re-nnited  to  the  Catholic  church... .Measures  which  the 
Duke  concerts  with  Francis  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Catholic  religion. 
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HpHE  fame  of  the  unexampled  success  of 
Francis,  and  of  the  advantages,  which  he 
had  gamed  over  the  Calvinists,  was  soon  spread 
through  Savoy;  it  passed  the  Alps,  and  was 
carried  to  Rome ;  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and  the 
Pope  received  the  intelligence  about  the  same 
time.  The  more  this  apostolic  man  laboured  to 
conceal  from  Jiimself  the  view  of  his  achieve- 
ments, and  t<r*refer  all  the  glory  to  the  Father  of 
lights,  to  the  author  of  all  good,  from  whom 
arise,  as  from  an  abundant  source,  all  those  gifts 
which  men  admire  without  adverting  til  the 
cause;  the  more  was'Ged,  whom  he  served  from 
such  pure  motives,  pleased  to  display  the  glory  of 
his  faithful  servant,  who  studifjd  His  interests. 
His  zeal,  his  firmness,  his  meekness,  his  talents, 
vol.  I,  Q 
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his  insinuating  address,  his  constancy  in  his  apos- 
tolic career  were  loudly  and  generally  extolled.* 
These  circumstances,  ,drew  from  all  parts,  letters 
of  congratulation.    The  Bishop  of  Geneva,  to 
whom  he  had  given  a  regular  account  of  what 
had  taken  place  in  Ch^blaw,  and  without  whose 
advise,  he  had  undertaken  nothing,  was  the  first 
to  .  write.    His  letters  were  followed  by  those 
from  the  President  Favre,  who  congratulated 
with  him  in  his  own  name,  and  in  that  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy.    The  Baron  of  Hermance,  the 
celebrated  father  Possevinus,  the  Archbishop  of 
'Bari,  the,  Pope's  Nuncio  at  Turin,  shewed  the 
same  attention.    The  President  Favre,  proceeded 
still  farther ;  for  it  was  at  that  periody  that  he 
dedicated  to  Francis  his  twelfth  book  of  Con* 
jectures  on  the  Civil  Law.    Nothing  can  exceed 
the  praises  which  be  bestows  on  him  in  his 
dedicatory  epistle;  and  these  encomiums  reflect 
distinguished  honour  on  Francis,  as  his  merit 
alone  attracted  th#m,  and  the  great  roan  from 
whpm  they  proceeded,,  was  known  not  to  be  pro* 
fuge  of  commendation.    Besides  all  these  emi- 
nent personages,  the  Pope  himself,  wrote  to  him 
a  letter,  full  of  esteem,  in  which  he  exhorts 
him  to  continue  his  apostolic  labours,  and  to 

 j   :  e  ^ 
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complete  the  conversion  of  Cliajriais,  which  he 
had  so  happily  begun. 

But  nothing  afforded  him  more  pleasure  than 
the  brief  which  his  Holiness  sent  to  him  for  the 
Baron  of  A  wily.  From  this  communication  we 
learn,,  how  great  a  share  the  wife  of  the  Baron 
had  in  the  conversion  of  her  husband.  We 
likewise  see  the  grept  estimation,  in  which  this 
nobleman  was  held  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and 
the  whole  country;  for,  Clement,  after  present- 
ing to  him  his  congratulation?  on  his  happy  return 
to  the  Catholic  Church,  exhorts  him  to  protect 
the  rising  Church  of  Chablais,  and  to  imitate  the 
apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  who,  after  having  been 
one  of  the  most  ardent  persecutors  of  the  Faith, 
became  by  his  faithful  correspondence  with  gr^ce, 
one  of  its  most  zealous  defenders. 

Nothing  can  be  more  seductive,  than  the 
charms  of  praise  j  and  whatever  share  of  modesty 
may  be  externally  displayed,  the  weakness  of  our 
nature  is  such,  as  to  induce  us  too  frequently  to 
yield  to  the  dangerous  temptation  of  ascribing 
to  ourselves,  a  part  of  tjiat,  which  beldngs  ex- 
clusively to  God.  Francis  was  altogether  free 
from  this  failing;  and  the  manner,  in  which  he 
received  the  above-mentioned  letters,  places  this 
q2 
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assertion  beyond  a  doubt.  To  some  of  his  ad- 
mirers he  replied,  in  the  language  of  the  apostle, 
that  haying  nothing,  which  we  have  not  received 
from  God,  we  have  no  right  to  glory  in  our- 
selves ;  to  others  he  observed,  that  he  who  plants 
of  he  who  waters  is  not  to  be  considered ;  but  that 
success  is  wholly  to  be  ascribed  to  God,  who 
gives  the  increase;  that  it  is  vain  for  men  to 
speak  to  the  senses,  unless  God  speak  to  the 
heart ;  and  that  he  who  made  all  things  out  of 
nothing,  could  easily  perform  wonders  with  the 
,  vilest  instruments.  His  conduct  fully  corres- 
ponded with  these  sentiments.  He  could  not 
endure  that  more  than  usual  deference  should  be 
paid  to  himself ;  h6  was  not  less  accessible,  or  y 
less  familiar  with  the  poor ;  the  most  splendid 
employments  he  left  to  others,  while  he  reserved 
for  himself,  whatever  was  mean  and  laborious. 
His  meekness  and  patience,  instead  of  experienc- 
ing any  diminution,  seemed  daily  to  increase; 
never  did  he  avail  himself  of  the  advantage  of 
his  noble  birth,  of  the  credit  he  enjoyed,  or  of 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  sovereign ;  he 
received  affronts  without  resentment,  and  ap- 
peared insensible  to  any  other  objects,  but  the 
interest  of  God  and  of  his  Church. 

He  thus  continued  his  mission  with  the  most 
complete  success }  but  nt>  situation,  however  for- 
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tunate,  is  at  all  times  exempt  from  unforeseen 
accidents.*  The  Baron  of  Hermance,  that  ex- 
perienced man,  who  had  been  distinguished  by 
his  zeal  for  the  Catholic  religion,  was  abopt  this 
time  seized  with  a  malady,  which  in  a  few  days 
hurried  him  to  the  grave,  at  a  period,  when  his 
prudence  and  authority  were  most  wanted.  He 
loved  Francis  with  all  the  ardour  of  friendship, 
and  honoured  him  as  a  father ;  on  all  occasions 
he  shewed  himself  ready  to  second  his  designs ; 
and  by  his  credit  in  the  province,  he  was  enabled 
to  bring  the  most  difficult  affairs  to  a  fortunate 
issue.  Francis  attended  him  in  his  illness,  and 
was  present  at  his  death ;  and  it  may  fairly  be 
considered  as  a  reward  of  the  singular  virtue  of 
this  nobleman,  that  he  was  permitted  to  enjoy 
the  friendship  of  so  holy  a  man,   and  to  expire 

in  his  arms. 
* 

tjfs  loss  was  a  subject  o'f  extraordinary  regret, 
as  no  resemblance  of  him  could  be  traced  in  the 
character  of  his  successor.  This  was  Jerom 
Lambert,  a  man  of  merit,  but  by  no  means 
possessed  of  the  great  qualities  of  the  Baron  of 
Hermance.  -He  was  severe  in  his  manner,  con- 
ducted business  with  an  air  of  haughtiness,  und 


*  Charles  Aug,  of  Sales.  Book  II. 
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under  pretence  of  establishing  the  authority  of 
his  sovereign,  he  gaye  general  dissatisfaction, 
and  incurred  hatred  in  the  same  proportion,  in 
which  his  predecessor  had  excited  love.*  Francis, 
en  all  occasions  easy  and  accommodating,  suf- 
fered much  from  this  governor  without  com- 
plaint. The  latter  was  by  no  means  deficient  in 
respect  for  the  pious  missionary ;  the  powerful 
recommendation  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  prevented 
such  an  occurrence  ;  but  his  severe  and  arbitrary 
manner  was  not  in  unison  with  the  extreme 
mildness  of  Francis ;  who,  on  many  occasions, 
rather  wished  that  affairs  should  be  left  undone, 
than  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  excite  the 
aversion  of  the  people. 

It  was  for  this  reason,  that  Francis,  not  yet 
venturing  to  say  mass  at  Thonon,  went  eveiy 
day  to  celebrate  the  divine  mysteries  in  a  chapel 
at  some  distance  from  that  town.  The.  wilter 
was  uncommonly  severe;  and  a  torrent,  which 
he  had  to  pass,  was  swollen  by  the  melting  of 
the  snow,  and  had  carried  away  the  bridges  by 
the  rapidity  of  its  course,  f  He  however  crossed 
this  dangerous  passage  daily,  and  returned  in 


*  Ibid. 

f  Anon.  Book  I.  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  II. 
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the  game  manner,  on  a  plank  covered  with  ice, 
sliding  on  his  hands  and  knees  at  the  hazard  of 
his  life.  The  imminent  danger,  to  which  he  was 
exposed,  alarmed  all  who  witnessed  it;  but  no- 
thing could  check  the  zeal  of  this  apostolic  man; 
he  found  such  consolation  and  strength  in  par- 
taking of  the  bread  of  the  strong,  that  far  greater 
dangers  would  not  have  stopped  his  career. 
With  sensible  delight  he  always  acknowledged, 
that  he  had  promoted  the  conversion  of  Chablais 
more  effectually  by  fervent  and  continual  prayer, 
than  by  ail  the  talents  which  it  had  pleased  the 
Almighty  to  bestow.  €€  The  Apostles/'  would  he 
say,  "  always  united  prayer  with  preaching  ;  and 
the  people  of  God  subdued  their  enemies,  not 
less  by  the  prayers  of  Moses,  than  by  the  vaioiir 
of  Josue.  It  is  a  gross  mistake  to  imagine,  that 
people  are  tb  be  converted  by  any  other  means, 
than  those  which  Christ  aid  the  Apostles  em^ 
ployed;  a  change  of  heart  can  proceed  otily 
from  God,  and  such  a  favour  cannot  be  solicited 
with  too  much  importunity." 

The  Baron  of  Hermance,  alarmed  at  the 
danger,  which  he  daily  experienced,  of  faffing 
into  a  rapid  current,  that  would  have  carried 
him  away,  without  the  possibility  of  any  assist- 
ance, had  some  time  before  his  death,  concerted 
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with  considerable  address,  a  method  of  intro- 
ducing the  celebration  of  the  divine  mysteries  at 
Thonon;  he  would  apparently  have  compassed 
his  object  without  violence,  and  even  with  the 
consent  of  those,  who  were  most  interested  in 
preventing  such  a  plan.  But  his  successor  pos- 
sessed neither  his  prudence,  nor  his  credit ;  and 
Francis  chose  rather  daily  to  expose  his  life  to 
danger,  than  to  witness  the  ruin  of  an  under- 
taking, by  a  conduct  different  from  what  he  had 
hitherto  held. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  success  daily  increased  ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  felt  a  considerable 
interest  in  the  conversion  of  Chablais,  considered 
it  expedient  to  confer  with  him  on  the  subject. 
He  accordingly  wrote  to  him  a  letter  full  of 
esteem  and  gratitude,  and  annexed  an  express 
order  to  him  to  repair  without  delay  to  Turin, 
for  the  purpose  of  concerting  means  of  forwarding 
the  work,  which  he  had  so  happily  begun,  and 
which  was  so  interesting  both  to  the  Church  and 
to  the  State. 

Francis,  who  was  persuaded  that  this  Prince 
had  not  sufficiently  consulted  his  own  interest 
in  this  business,  thinking  that  the  co-operation  of 
sovereign  authority,  skilfully  applied,  might  'be 
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attended  with  the  best  effects,  returned  thanks 
to  God  for  having  opened  his  eyes,  and  moved 
his  heart.    He  was  preparing  to  comply  with  this 
requisition,  when  the  father  Esprit  de  Baumes, 
a  capuchin  preacher,  arrived  at  Thonon ;  he  was 
the.  bearer  of  a  brief  addressed  by  his  Holiness  to 
Francis,  and  was  entrusted  with  an  important 
negotiation,  which  was  to  be  proposed  to  the 
holy  missionary  in  the  name  of  the  Pontiff. 
This  brief,  dated  the  first  of  October,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety  six, 
was  an  introductory  letter,  in  which  the  Pope, 
after  testifying  his  esteem  of  his  prudence  and 
talents,  *and  expressing  his  confidence  in  his 
$eal  for  the  holy  see,  referred  him  to  the  father 
Esprit,  who  had  to  propose  to  him  a  delicate 
negotiation,  which  it  had  been  thought  advise- 
able  to  confide  to  his  management,  as  he  was 
judged  capable  of  conducting  it  with  every  pros- 
pad;  of  success.    Francis  therefore  applied  to  the 
father  Esprit,  to  know  the  pleasure  of  his  Holi- 
fMtas;  and  was  informed,  that  the  Pope,  desired 
him  to  procure  an  interview  with  Theodore 
Beza;  to  spare  no  pains,  in  order  ta  induce 
him  to  return  to  the  Catholic  Church ;  and  if 
this  could  be  accomplished,  to  offer  him  in  the 
name  of  his  Holiness,  all  the  advantages,  he 
could  wish,   with  the  exception  of  ecclesi^s- 
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titol  dignities,  which  were  not  to  he  proffered; 
and  to  promise  every  security  and  safeguard, 
he  might  be  disposed  to  demand. 

It  is  universally  known,  that  Beza  was  the 
most  celebrated  minister  of  the  Calvinistic  party. 
During  the  life  of  Calvin,  he  had  shared  hi* 
authority,  and  after  his  death,  the  whole  weight 
of  it  devolved  to  him  by  succession.  He  was 
beyond  all  doubt  a  man  of  an  elegant  turn  of 
mind,  and  in  this  respect  inferior  to  none  of  his 
contemporaries;  he  spoke  and  wrote  both  in 
prose  and  verse,  with  extreme  delicacy  and  po- 
liteness; and  if  he  was  surpassed  by  Calvin  in 
learning,  he  excelled  him  in  so  many  particulars, 
that  he  often  excited  the  jealousy  of  that  re- 
former. The  Calvinists  considered  him  as  a  man 
of  extraordinary  merit;  he  had  attained  among 
his  party  the  summit  of  reputation.  He  was  at 
this  time  advanced  in  years,  but  had  not  lost 
any  share  of  that  good  humour,  by  which  he  was 
distinguished;  the  mildness  of  his  maimers,  add 
the  charms  of  his  conversation,  had  procured 
him  so  great  a  number  of  friends,  that  he  was 
at  once  respected  and  loved  by  the  whole  sect. 
He  had  for  a  considerable  time  professed  the 
Catholic  religion,  in  which  he  was  born ;  and 
possibly  this  circumstance  induced  the  Pope  to 
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Imagine,  that  his  return  might  be  accomplished 
without  difficulty. 

The  historians,  who  have  been  consulted  on 
this  subject,  assign  no  other  reason.  But  it  is 
not  altogether  probable,  that  a  pontiff  possessed 
of  the  talents  and  discernment  of  Clement  the 
VIlI,  would  have  relied  upon  so  feeble  a  con- 
jecture, and  would  have  issued,  on  such  a  ground* 
an  express  order,  to  commence  the  work  of  his 
*  conversion.  Whatever  were  the  motives  of  "this 
commission,  no  event  could  reflect  greater  credit 
on  Francis;  and  no  proof  more  demonstrative 
can  be  given  of  the  high  reputation,  which  Francis 
enjoyed  at  the  Court  of  Rome,  the  most  en- 
lightened in  Eufope,  and  in  which  the  merit  of 
men  is  appreciated  with  superior  exactness. 

These  two  contradictory  orders  the  first  from 
the  Pope,  who  directed  him  to  repair  to  Geneva, 
the  second  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  sum- 
moned him  to  Turin,  proved  extremely  embar- 
rassing to  Francis.  The  father  Esprit  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  order  of  his  Holiness  should 
be  first  carried  into  execution.  He  remarked  on 
that  subject,  that  the  season  was  extremely  unfa- 
vourable to  a  journey  over  the  Alps,  that  he 
himself  had  been  in  danger  of  perishing  by  cold ; 
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that  the  roads  had  become  impassable  from  thj 
unusual  fall  of  snow  that  year ;  that  the  ap- 
proaching month  of  December  would  render 
them  still  more  impervious,  and  that  the  Duke 
of  Savoy  <;ould  not  but  admit  so  fair  an  expuse; 
that  the  same  reason  was  not  applicable  to  bis 
journey  to  Geneva,  which  was  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  perfectly  accessible  by  a  most  excellent 
road  along  the  side  of  the  lake.  He  observed, 
that  the  Pope,  whose  penetration  was  uncommon, 
had  assuredly  good  reasons  to  issue  such  positive  1 
orders  to  undertake  the  conversion  of  Beza ;  that 
there  are  favourable  conjunctures,  which  are  ru- 
ined by  delay ;  that  unless  the  proper  moment  be 
embraced,  a  great  work  often  miscarries  ;  that  Beza 
was  old,  and  might  die  during  his  absence  at 
Turin,  and  that  his  death  would  occasion  the  loss 
of  a  great  example,  which  might  contribute  to 
the  conversion  of  thousands;  that  though  no- 
thing might  happen  to  him  in  the  interval,  the 
will  of  man  is  variable,  and  that  he  was  perhaps 
in  such  dispositions,  as  would  not  afterwards  be 
*  discovered,  if  any  delay  intervened. 

A  person  less  zealous  than  Francis  would  in- 
stantly have  yielded  to  the  reasons  of  the  father 
Esprit.  That  religious  man  had  not  travelled 
with  the  greatest  expedition;  and  from  the  time 


Digitized  by 


OF  SALES.     BOQK  HI, 


253 


of  his  departure  from  Rome/  the  'season  had 
proved  so  excessively  inclement,  that  a  journey 
over  the  Alps  could  not  be  undertaken  without 
•the  most  imminent  danger.    Besides  the  argu- 
ments of  the  father  Esprit  were  extremely  cogent; 
and  it  could  not  be  denied,  that,  if  Beza  could  be 
induced  to  return  to  the  Catholic  Church,  such 
an  event  might  be  attended  with  consequences, 
as  advantageous  as  the  proposed  negotiation  with 
the  Duke  of  Savoy*    But  this  apostolic  man 
always  pursued  the  greatest  good ;  and  he  per- 
fectly undervalued  every  possible  difficulty,  even 
life  itself,  when  the  salvation  of  souls  lay  before 
him. 

This  induced  him  to  reply  to  the  father  Esprit,^ 
that  he  was  well  aware  of  the  consequences  of 
Beza's  conversion,  as  far  as  it  might  reflect  cre- 
dit on  himself,  and  prove  advantageous  to  the 
Catholic  Church,  if  it  should  succeed";  but  that 
it  was  uncertain;  that  in  the  mean  time,  he 
observed  a  disposition  in  the  three  bailiwicks  to 
embrace  the  Catholic  faith,  if  the  support  of  the 
sovereign  could  be  obtained.  He  remarked,  that 
in  the  return  of  Beza  to  the  Catholic  Church, 
the  salvation  of  one  soul  only  was  concerned, 
as  it  was  not  certain  that  his  example  would  be 
followed  by  others ;  but  that  with  respect  to  the 
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bailiwicks,  the  happiness  of  thousands  was  in- 
volved, the  least  of  whom  had  cost  our  Redeemer 
ag  much  as  the  soul  of  Beza,  whatever  credit  he 
might  possess  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  ;  that  he 
never  could  believe  that  his  Holiness,  had  he  taken 
any  measures  which  might  be  injured  by  delay, 
would  have  failed  to  communicate  them,  in  order 
to  give  them  their  full  effect ;  that  it  niight  hence 
be  inferred,  that  there  would  be  sufficient  time 
for  the  business  on  his  return  from  Turin.  He 
freely  owned,  that  the  dispositions  of  mankind 
are  subject  to  change ;  but  he  contended  that 
those  of  Princes  are  still  more  variable,  because 
they  are  obliged  to  consult  the  interests  of  their 
states,  which  are  in  a  perpetual  fluctuation. 
He  farther  urged  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence to  engage  the  Duke  as  early  as  possible  to 
befriend  the  conversion  of  Chablais  in  a  signal 
manner ;  because,  after  taking  the  first  step,  it 
would  not  be  in  bis  power  to  recede ;  finally  that 
affairs  were  in  such  a  posture,  as  demanded  the 
immediate  interposition  of  the  sovereign ;  that  the 
♦  great  number  of  converts  rendered  it  necessary  to 
provide  churches  for  their  religious  assemblies, 
pastors  to  instruct  them,  and  colleges  to  train 
youth,  and  that  many  other  demands  were  to  be 
satisfied,  which  objects  could  not  be  attained 
without  the  concurrence  of  tfie  Prinze.    "  I*  w 
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true/'  added  he  with  a  smile,  ?r  the  season  is  not 
favourable;  but  how  many  soldiers  and  mer- 
chants daily  pass  these  tremendous  mountains, 
from  motives,  infinitely  inferior  to  those,  which 
impel  us  t*>  action.". 

Nothing  was  better  calculated  to  excite  con- 
viction, than  the  reasons  of  Francis;  and  any 
one  but  the  father  Esprit,  would  have  yielded  to 
their  force.  But  there  are  certain  characters 
who  can  never  be  induced  to  listen  to  reason, 
when  it  is  opposed  to  a  plan,  for  which  they  have 
conceived  a  predilection.  The  father  Esprit  had 
formed  a  fair  prospect  of  the  conversion  of  Beza ; 
he  was  even  associated  in  this  important  negoti- 
ation, and  he  bore  no  part  in  the  business  to  be 
transacted  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy.  In  spite  of 
all  our  endeavours,  we  are  but  too  frequently 
under  the  influence  of  self  love ;  it  is  rare  that 
zeal  is  so  pure,  as  to  be  unmingled  with  some 
fondness  for  ourselves.  The  father  Esprit  wholly 
disapproved  the  reasoning  of  Francis ;  he  spoke 
in  strong  terms' of  the  authority  of  the  Pope,  and 
of  the  indispensable  obligation  by  which  clergy- 
men are  bound  to  shew  him  prompt  obedience, 
particularly  in  ecclesiastical  concerns. 

....  4  - 

But  Francis,  who  was  not  less  distinguished 
by  the  firmness,  than  the  gentleness  of  his  cha- 
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v  racter,  replied,  that  he  remained  perfectly  satis- 
fied, that  the  views  of  his  Holiness  tended  to 
promote  the  greater  good;  that  if  that  able 
pontiff  were  on  the  spot,  he  would  order  him  to 
pursue,  what  he  was  determined  to  undertake; 
that  he  would  explain  to  him  the  motives  of  his 
conduct,  and  he  doubted  not  that  the  religious 
father  would  help  him  in  justifying  the  pro- 
ceeding. 

*  The  father  Esprit  still  remained  unconvinced, 
notwithstanding  the  utmost  efforts  of  Francis  to 
induce  him  to  adopt  his  opinion  ;  when  a  second 
letter  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  of  a  more  pressing 
nature  than  the  first,  very  seasonably  arrived; 
the  Duke  ordered  him  without  urging  any  pre- 
text for  delay,  to  repair  immediately  to  Chablais, 
in  order  to  confer  with  him  and  the  Pope's  Nun- 
t io,  on  the  affairs  of  that  country.  This  letter  ter- 
minated the  discussion;  even  the  father  Esprit, 
who  appears  on  the  whole  to  have  been  actuated 
with  good  intentions,  thought  he  could  no 
longer  delay  his  departure.  Tfyus  the  negotiation 
with  Beza,  was  postponed  to  a  more  convenient 
opportunity,  as  wiil  appear  from  the  progress  of 
this  history. 

»  

*  Charlqs  Aug.  of  Sales.    Book  II. 
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The  end  of  November,  was  now  approaching. 
The  unusual  quantity  of  snow/  which  had  fallen, 
and  a  violent  wipd  from  the  north,  rendered  the 
cold  insupportable  the  roads,  covered-  with 
snow,  were  not  to  be  discerned,  and  the  precis 
pices,  with  whieh  they  are  surrounded,  excited 
horror  in  the  breasts  of  the  inhabitants  of  those 
savage  countries,  however  they  might  haVe  been 
accustomed  to  such  scenes ;  daily  reports  were 
circulated  of  persons  perishing  by  cold,  who  had 
been  found  on  the  roads.  These  obstacles  alarmed 
the  most  determined  courage ;  no  one  could 
possibly  suppose  it  to  be  the  wish  of  his  Royal 
Highness,  that  Francis  should  travel  in  so  incle- 
ment a  season.  But  this  apostolic  man  knew 
no  danger,  when  the  glory  of  G6d  and  the  sal- 
vation of  souls  called  forth  his  exertions.*  The 
small  number  of  friends,  to  whom  he  had  com- 
municated the  secret  of  his  journey,  in  vain  op- 
posed the  design;  he  departed  unexpectedly,  at- 
tended by  one  servant  only,  whom  he  treated 
with  more  tender  compassion  than  himself  ;  this 
resource  was  to  him  a  matter  of  absolute  necessity. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  calculate  the  hardships, 
which  Fiancis  had  to  endure  in  this  dreadful 


*  Ibid. 
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jctarMf  .  He  bad  to  perform  the  greatest  part 
of  it  without  a  guide ;  the  most  advantageous 
offers,  which  be  c#uM  make,,  were  not  sufficient 
t*>  indtwe  any  pdreons  of  that  description  to  go 
out  in  wch  tempestuous  weather;  generally 
Was  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  depending  on 
the  superficial  knowledge,  which  he  and  bis 
servant  had  of  the  course  of  that  frightful  coan- 
tey*  After  suffering  incredible  fatigues,  be  ar* 
rived  m  the  most  boisterous  weather  at  tie 
monastery  of  St.  Bernard,  with  hi»  servMtand 
their  horses,  all  nearly  perishing  with  cold.* 
The  religious  ef  the  monastery  were  filled  with 
uncommon  surprise,  to  see  a  person  of  Us  <te* 
scf  iption  and  appearance  in  such  a  tempestUow 
season>  when  the  wolves  that  abound  m  those 
parts,  scarcely  left  their  lurking-holee.  He  bd 
charged  his  attendant  not  to  mcntiod  his  iMHfc> 
in  order  to  spare  the  great  attention,  which  hw 
birth  and  reputation  would  necessarily  occiskm. 
But  the  servant,  not  conceiving,  himself  ahrcy* 
bound  to  observe  implicit  obedience,  and  not 
completely  impressed  with  the  spirit  of  those 
maxims,  which  the  profound  humility  of  the 
master  suggested,  btgau  by  declaring  who  he 
M*s>,  and  what  were  the  motives  ol  his  joanKy 
in-susb  inclement  weather. 


*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.    Book  II. 
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Nftthiag  farther  was  necessity  tp  Mhke  IHose 
religions  to  ^receive  him  with  all  the  <*on»idm- 
tien,  which  he  merited,  and  to  affdrd  hiiri  ettiiy 
passible  accommodation.  His  reputation  hid 
extended,  to  those  parts ;  and  his  achievements 
it*  ChibMs  were  so  pulblicty  diffused,  that  they 
escaped  ih*  one'd  knowledge.  They  considered 
him  as  a£aint  bf  the  first  ages  of  the  Church, 
and  thought  themselves  honoured  in  possessing* 
»o  drttitff  uished  a  guest.  Francis  received  their 
attentions  with  that  politeness  and  xnebitmi, 
%bJch  won  ill  hearts.  It  is  generally  iriitigrfled,' 
that  Sa«ts  aire  austere  in  their  conduct  to  others 
ma  they  Usually  shew  so,  much  severity  to  theiw- 
telves.  Francis  was  certainly  not  this  de- 
scription; his  coftfersatioft  was  enchanting  ;  \A$ 
manner  easy  and  pleasing ;  and  in  things  lawful 
md  indifferent,  he  discovered  a  degree  df  in- 
dulgence to  others,  piro^ortioned  to  the  severity 
with  which  he  treated  bimlelf. 

These  religiottt  however/  were  unable  to  de* 
faun  their  guest  as  long  as  they  denied.  As  soon 
m  the  tempestuous  weatbet  \*ad  sotoewbat  abated/ 
he  resumed  his  journey,  And  arrived  at  Turin, 
alter  having  endured  aU  the  mfcorfvenienoes, 
which  can  arise  to  a  traveller  from  impassable 
roads  and  an  inclement  seafsofi.. 

r  2 
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The  Duke  of  Savoy  received  him  with  all  the 
consideration,  which  a  sovereign  can  shew  to  a 
subject ;  "He  bestowed  upon  him  before  his  court, 
all  the  praises  which  he  merited,  and  introduced 
him  to  the  Nuncio  of  his  Holiness,  as  an  extra- 
ordinary man  who  had  rendered  to  the  Church 
the  most  important  services.  He  made  a  species 
of  apology  for  having  required  his  attendance 
during  such  a  severe  season ;  and  told  him  in 
private,  that  foreseeing  a  journey,  which  he 
should  have  to  make  to  Chablais  in  person,  he 
thought  it  prudent  not  to  depart,  before  he  had 
conferred  with  him,  and  taken  all  necessary 
measures  for  the  entire  conversion  of  the  coun- 
try; an  object,  which  he  was  determined  to 
support  with  the  whole  weight  of  his  authority. 

*  His  public  audience  was  followed  by  many 
private  interviews,  in  which  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
who  was  a  prince  of  great  discernment,  con- 
versed with  him  confidentially  on  the  situation  of 
his  ultramontane  provinces.  Francis  gave  him 
such  an  account  of  affairs  in  those  parts,  as 
clearly  evinced,  that  he  was  not  less  skilled  in 
political  knowledge,  than  in  the  science  of  the 
Saints.    As  to  the  places,  to  which  his  mission 


*  Anon.  Book  I.   Charles  Aug,  of  Sales.   Book  II. 


Digitized  by 


OF  SALES.     BOOK  111. 


extended,  be  informed  him,  that  the  lower  or- 
ders of  people  in  Chablais,  were  devoied  to  tfaie 
Calvinistic  religion  from  no  higher  motive,  hut 
because  they  were  unacquainted  with  any  other  ; 
that  the  middling  classes  of  society,  such  as  the 
merchants  and  tradesmen,  adhered  to  it  with 
sufficient  sincerity  ;  but  that  they  had  more  aver- 
sion to  the  Catholic  religion,  than  attachment  to 
their  own;  that  this  aversion  arose  from  the 
frightful  representations  which  had  been  made 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  Church,  and  of  the  errors 
with  which  she  was  falsely  charged ;  that  both 
these  classes  might  be  gained,  by  sending  among 
them  pastors  and  preachers  of  distinguished 
zeal,  who  might  be  enabled  to  remove  their  un- 
founded prejudices,  and  refute  the  calumnies, 
by  which  the  enemies  of  the  Church  attempted 
to  tarnish  her  splendor. 

He  assured  his  sovereign,  that  with  respect  to 
the  ministers  and  the  leaders  of  the  Calvinists, 
affairs  stood  on  a  different  ground;  that  liber- 
tinism, independence,  and  a  total  attachment  to 
human  interest,  were  the  real  motives,  which 
retained  them  in  their  religion;  that  no  other 
proof  of  this  was  necessary,  than  their  constant 
refusal  to  confer  with  him,  and  their  obstinacy  in 
denying  the  Catholic  doctrine  to  be  such  as  he 


Digitized  by 


$$3  TH«  L|FB  OF  ST. 

r^prewpted,  though  his  exposition  of  it  <ras 
drawn  fam  the  council  of  Treat,  the  legitimate 
rule  of  faith  on  the  contested  points  ;  that  in 
sMppcurt  of  the  same  assertion  might  be  adduced 
a  variety  of  facta,  such  as  their  perpetual  dis- 
putes on  their  confession  of  faith,  concerning 
which  they  had  not  yet  come  to  an  agreement ; 
the  violence  which  they  employed  to  keep  the 
people  in  their  religion,  as  it  appeared  from  the 
punishment  of  the  minister,  who  had  been  bur- 
ned to  execution  on  false  charges,  because  be 
had  returned  with  sincerity  to  the  Catholic 
Church  ;  the  spirit  of  calumny,  which  prevailed 
among  them  against  Catholics ;  their  connection 
with  the  enemies  of  the  state ;  and  their  plan  of 
assassination  concerted  against  himself  at  Geneva, 
which  they  had  so  frequently  attempted  to  cany 
into  execution.  He  begged  his  sovereign  to  be- 
lieve, that  in  alluding  to  this  fact,  he  had  no 
intention  of  soliciting  vengeance;  that  he  par- 
doned them  from  his  heart,  and  was  persuaded, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  take  no  farther  notice 
of  the  attempt ;  but  that  it  was  undeniable,  that 
persons,  who  can  be  induced  to  employ  such 
measures,  in  opposition  to  a  conciliating  con* 
duct,  must  render  their  sincerity  extremely  sus- 
picious, in  an  affair  of  such  consequence,  and 
which  demands  so  much  uprightness,  as  the  b*~ 
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suets  of  religion;  that  their  hatred  for  the 
Catholic  religion,  wtfs  connected  with  thfeir  po*» 
litical  principles ;  that  the  Calvimsts  were  natu* 
rally  republicans,  and  hostile  to  monarchy ;  that 
the  neighbourhood  of  Genera  and  Switzerland, 
and  their  constant  connection  with  those  parts, 
together  with  their  conformity  in  religious  senti- 
ments inflamed  this  disposition ;  that  they  con- 
sidered their  religion  a  bond  of  Union  with  their 
neighbours,  and  that  in  preserving  the  attach- 
ment of  the  people  to  their  church*  they  wett 
actuated  by  no  higher  motives,  than  the  main- 
tenance of  their  privileges  and  liberties,  which 
in  their  judgment  depended  on  their  religion* 
that  they  loudly  declared,  the  Catholic  relii 
gion  was  going  to  be  re-established  for  no  othet 
purpose^  than  to  rob  them  of  their  liberty  and 
independence;  that  if  the  Calvinists  were  satis- 
fied to  employ  no  otfyer  meaos,  than  those  of 
preaching  and  instruction,  to  secure  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  he  should  believe,  that  no 
other  measures  should  be  resorted  to;  but  as 
they  had  recourse  to  means  purely  human  for 
the  maintenance  of  error,  a  conduct  somewhat 
similar  might  be  justified  in  the  support  of  truth. 

The  Duke,  who  believed  that  Francis  was 
persuading  him  to  employ  foree,  in  order  to 
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oblige  his  subjects  to  return  to  the  Catholic 
Church,  interrupted  him  to  say,  that  such,  a 
string  was  not  to  be  touched;  that  military  inter- 
ference would  be  attended  with  danger,  and 
would  infallibly  draw  the  arms  of  the  Genevans 
and  the  Swiss*  upon ■'.  Chablais ;  a  situation  not 
altogether  suitable  to  his  circumstances.  Heary 
the  ,  Great,  haying  embraced  <  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion, was  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the 
crown  of  France.  That  monarch  made  reite- 
rated demands  of  the  marquisate  of  Salucca, 
which  was  a  fief  of  Dauphine,  and  had  been 
steized  by  the  Duke  during  the  civil  wars  of 
France ;  as  he  was  determined  to  keep  it,  he 
foresaw  that  ere  long  he  should  be  assailed  by  the 
French  armies;  and  that  if  he  quarrelled  at  the 
same  time  with  the  Swiss,  he  should  not  be  en- 
abled to  resist  their  united  forces,  and  would  be 
in  danger  of  being  stripped  of  his  territories, 
which  had  been  the  situation  of  his  father;  the 
example  was  recent,  and  naturally  made  a  deeper 
impression  on  the  prince,  as  the  French,  led  by 
so  powerful  a  monarch,  were  fully  able,  with- 
out the  assistance  of  the  Swiss,  to  renew  the 
scene. 

But  Francis,  who  had  not  entertained  * 
thought  of  making  such  a  proposition,  resiwei 
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hi*  discourse,,  and/  said^  that  though f  the  Swi^ 
and  the  inhabitants ;  fit. , > Geneva,  had  employed 
force  to  ba»ish  the;  Catholic  religion  ( from  their 
States,  and  eyea  from  hi^i  before  he  had  succeeded 
to  hi?  father/ be  was  fajr  from  giving  him  such 
counsel*;  that  a  great  prince  like  him,  knew  hpw 
te  use;  the  s^rocd? which  God  had  placed  ip  his 
handa;  but  that  as  tp  himself,  he  had  tueantby 
human  means,  honour,  places  of  trust/  power* 
rewards,  which  should  be  shared  by  thq  Catho- 
ke$ :  only ;  that !  &  •  christian  prince?  is  not.  only 
able^  but  that  be  is  obliged  to  employ  such  means 
to  establish  and  support  the  true  religion,  whicfc 
he  professes;  and: that  in  fact  the  new  converts 
werfc  so  much  exposed  to  the  persecution  of  the 
Calvinists,  as  to  stand  in  need  of  the  protection 
and  beneficence  of  their  sovereign;  that  after  all 
that  could  be  alleged  on  the  subject,  he  should 
take  the  liberty  to  observe,  that  the  Genevans  and 
the  Sflriss,  wereifiot  -sp  formidable  as  it  n\ig\\t  be 
opposed;  that  a  republic  so ;  . small  as  tha-t  of 
Geneva,  would  pause  before  it  drfew  upon  itself 
the-  hostility  of  such  a  powerful  prince  as  him- 
self; that  wholly  intent' on: commerce,,  it  sought 
only  for  peace;  and  that  so  long,  as  it  experi- 
enced no  attack,  it  felt  no  inclination  .to,  engage 
in  a  quarrel  with  its  neighbours;  that  in  fact  the 
protection  of  France  inspired  her  with  insolence ; 
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that  this  protection,  tvhich  waft  to  appea*  fa- 
ther in  defensive  than  offensive  operations,  and 
which  demanded  of  her  very  delicate  conduct, 
would  fetaii*  her  within  the  bounds  of  duty; 
that  the  most  christian  king,  who  had  lately 
embraced  the  Catholic  religion,  and  who  was 
much  suspected  of  favouring  the  Cal  vinkts,  was 
too  good  a  politician,  to  approve  that  the  towns- 
men df  Geneva,  should  presume  to  controul 
the  conduct,  which  a  Catholic  prince  should  think 
prudent  to  adopt  in  his  own  dominions;  thai 
a  period  of  war  was  an  encouragement  to  any  at- 
tempt ;  but  that  with  the  return  of  peace,  princes 
consulted  their  true  interest,  and  too  clearly  cal- 
culated the  consequences  of  supporting  subjects 
against  their  lawful  sovereigns;  that  republics, 
which  had  the  same  interest,  pursued  the  same 
sentiments. 

He  further  remarked,  that  the  Swiss  in  par- 
ticular, exhausted  by  the  dreadftil  fury  of  a  civil 
war,  which  the  change  of  religion  had  occasi- 
oned in  their  country,  entertained  only  senti- 
ments of  peace;  that  all  their  best  troops  we*e 
engaged  in  the  service  of  France  and  Spain,  on 
conditions  too  advantageous  to  their  state,  to 
admit  their  recal,  without  a  necessity  of  so  ur- 
gent a  nature  as  the  invasion  of  their  country; 
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that  a*  prints  Kkfe  him,  whfr  had  togive  an**1- 
cmiJit  of  his  actions  to  God  atone,  should  att 
on  this  occasion  in  a  manner  suitable  to  his  rejri 
interests,  which  consisted  in  re-establishing  the 
Ctttbolic  religion  in  his  dominions^  and  thdtoa 
SHfch  a  subject,  he  had  only  to  consult  his  #wn 
Understating,  his  hohonr  and  his  conscience.  * 

The  Duke  received  very  extraordinary  gratifr- 
cation  from  this  discussion,  as  he  Kttte  expected 
kufrtmt  a  man  of  the  youthftil  appearance  tff 
Francis;  who  was  about  thirty  years  old.  He 
believed  him  to  be  well  skilled  in  theology  and 
ionttovefry but  he  was  not  prepared  to  look 
for  such  information  on  political  subjects.  How- 
ever, without  these  attainments,  he  would  not 
have  been  so  Wed  adapted  to  fat  station1  to 
which  he  was  called.  The  civil  government  and 
religion  of  a  country  are  so  intimately  con* 
neeted,  tfhat  arty  interference  with  ode,  necessa* 
rffy  affects  the  other;  the  greatest  faults  there* 
fore,  wfll  arfse  from  a  partial  attention  to  infor- 
motion  concerning  one,  while  the  concerns  of 
the  other  are'  neglected.  Besides  it  rtiay  be  pro* 
tiounced,  that  these  attainments  are  not  altoge- 
ther so  incompatible,  as  it  might  be  supposed. 
When  the  Almighty,  in  giving  laws  to  the  Jews, 
e&tab&jhed  the  most  perfect  form  of  polity,  he 
placed  the  sacred  and  political  atrthority  in  the 
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Hands  of;  the  priests;  and  in  the  Christian  reli- 
gion, th0  character  of  a  clergyman  and  a,  pastor, 
fry  np  means  destroys  that  of  a  citizen,  of  a 
member:  of  the  state,  and  of  a,  subject  of  $ 
prince.  /There  either  e*i$ts.  a  necessity  of  dcf 
aiming:  ajl  deployments,  in  which  the  public  ia* 
terest  is  concerned,  or  it  becomes  an  imperious 
duty  to  obtain  information  on  what  may  be  use- 
fifJ  or  injurious  to  the  political  institutions  of  a 
country ;  *nd  itj  will;  ever  proyfr .  a,  t = dangerottf 
expedient  to  entrust  ^yen  religious  affairs  to  the 
guidance  of  those,  who  are  unacquainted  with 
the  interfering,  claims  of  the  state, ,  or  who  fe$! 
no  interest  whatever,,  in  the  civil  pretensions  of 
their  country. 

Francis  was  particularly  obliged  to  attend  to 
these  concerns,  as  he  had  to  do  with  a  people, 
who  had  but  lately  returned  to  their  allegiance  to 
their  ,  spvejeign,.  and  who,  besides  professing  a 
religion  different  from  his,  maintained  a  close 
connection  with  his  enemies.  Such  a  situation  of 
affairs  demanded  the  most  ,  cautious  and  delicate  < 
management,  lest  in  re-establishing  the  ancient 
religion,  he  might  expose  the  authority  of  the 
prince,  and  disturb  the  public  tranquillity. 

The  Duke  of  Savoy,  whose  confidence  in 
Francis  was  considerably  increased,  was  not  satis- 
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ficd  wfth  the  general  advice,  which  had  'been 
given;  he  wished  for  a  more  particular  detail 
tot  atll  that  might  contribute  to  the  progress  and 
perfection  of  the  work,  which  he  had  undertaken; 
Francis  complied  with  His  wishes,  and  the  Duke 
desired,  that  his  plan  might  be  committed  to 
vmting,  and  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the 
Council  of  State,  which  was  to  be  convened  on 
the  following  day  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
it  in  bis  presence. 

;  Francis  having  repaired  to  the  Council,  to 
which  the  Archbishop  of  Bari,  the  Nuncio  of  his 
Holiness,  had  been  invited,  repeated  the  same 
topics,  which  he  bad  discussed  in  his  conference 
with  the  Duke;  and  presented  the  memorial 
which  be  had  been  required  to  prepare.*  The 
purport  of  it  was,  that  it  became  necessary  to 
expel  the  ministers  of  the  Calvinists  from  the 
dominions  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  particularly 
from  Thonon,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were 
extremely  turbulent  and  disposed  to  rebellion;  that 
they  not  only  obstructed  the  conversion  of  the  peo- 
ple, but  that  they  propagated  seditious  opinions, 
and  maintained  a  secret  correspondence  with  the 
taemies  of  the  state ;  that  as  long  as  they  should  be 


*  Aug.  of  Sales.   $ook  II.    Anon.  Book  L 
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suffered  to  remain  in  Chablais,  and  the  b^iiiwii^a 
to  which  his  mission  extended,  nothing  of 
consequence  could  be  effected;  that  after  dlVtfc* 
pains  which  he  bad  token  in  the  instruction  of 
tboc£,  who  appeared  well  disposed,  a  bad  arg/fr- 
merit  or  a  menace  employed  by  ft  minister,  Wan 
sufficient  to  destroy  the  wbolo  effect,  and  toij*- 
duoe  them  to  embrace  their  first  erjora,  with 
more  obstinacy  than  they  had  before  $btwn  | 
that  after  the  repeated  offers,  which  during  two 
years  had  been  made  to  them,  in  the  name  of 
the  prince,  of  amicably  terminating  their  dis- 
putes by  a  conference,  offers,  Winch  they  bftd 
rejected  with  invincible  obstinacy*  they  ctfuki 
allege  no  possible  reason  Of  cotApfataft,  against 
that  degree  of  rigour,  which  theif  OWn  coHduot 
rendered  necessary ;  that  a  Catfedlic  priwie, 
bound  by  a  conscientious  obligation*  to  promote 
the  salvation  of  his  subjects,  could  not  ldse  sight 
of  the  necessity  of  bamshing  those>  whose  efforts 
were  wholly  directed  to  the  riiin  of  theft  feiloW 
creatures,  and  to  the  loss  of  thtit  immortal 
souls,  i . 

.  The  memorial  farther  stated  y  that  &  rigorous 
search  must  be  made  after  her^tteal  books,  a«d 
the  reading  of  them  absolutely  forbidden,  as  they 
produced  nearly  the .  same  effect,  as  the  seditious 


Digitized  by 


OF  3ALE6.     BVOK  Uf*.  871 

Imrfengues  of  the  ministers,  and fomctttoi  error 
a#d  wbdHon  amdng  the  p^opje;  that  M*  the 
puppresiion  of  such  dangerous  productmrt,  others 
wtere  to  be  substituted,  for  the  purpose  of  hii- 
stmeting  the  people  in  the  truth  of  the!  Catholic 
religion,  and  Of  forming  them  to  good  cofedttot 
and  virtue;  that  in  proportion  as  *  natioa  be- 
comes faithful  to  God,  the  more  scrupulously 
exact  it  is  in  paying  allegiance  to  its  sovereign; 
and  that  it  has  been  justly  remarked  from  age  to 
*ge,  that  good  citizens  and  good  subjects  are 
to  be  found  among  the  virtuous ;  thaft  the  cireu^ 
lation  of  good  books  might  be  promoted  with 
the  trtmost  facility.,  and  at  an  inconsiderable 
expence.,  if  the  Duke  would  be  pleased  to  esta- 
blish a  Catholic  pririter  at  Annecy,  with  state 
extraordinary  privilege  and  prerogative,,  which 
frtight  finable  him  to  support  the  undertaking. 

The  Memorialist  proceeded  to  ota&nre,  that 
frort*  the  same  motive  of  promoting  the  salvatibn 
of  'the  people,  it  would  be  necessary  to  deprive 
the  Crtlvmiits  of  all  plates  of  trust,  emolument 
ted  hcmouT,  and  give  therti  to  the  Catholics ; 
that  the  Calvinists  rendered  suth  advantages 
subservient  to  the  advancement  of  error,  and 
cusplyyOd  them  as  obstructions  to  the  progress  of 
the  frith;  that  iky  considered  it  a  cbrty  to 
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support  their  party ;  that  they  ^cfetly  iavotved 
thte  Catholics;  fc*id  those  who  discovered  fcfty 
inclination  to;  embrace  Catholicity,  iti  the'&tftit 
unpleasant  difficulties,  in  order  to  intimidate  the 
weak  ;  that  it  was  apparent,  that  they  wtere  tftdife 
affected  »by  present  evils,,  than  those  which' art 
eternal,  and  that  as  they  thus  abused  their  autho- 
rity, it  was  just  and  rational  tofsiibj£ct  theffl'tb 
the  punishment  of  deprivation.   *  ^ 

Francis  continued  to  remark,  *that  when  all 
which  could  aid  the  progress  of  errot  should  be 
removed,  it  would  be  necessary  to  re-establish 
whatever  would  tend  to  support  the  Catholfc 
religion,  principally  the  parishes  and  the  pastors ; 
that  to  accomplish  this  object,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary only  to  make  an  accurate  search  for  the 
revenues  of  the  benefices  usurped  by  the^Grf- 
vinists,  or  unjustly  held  by  persons  without  title 
or  even  the  clerical  character ;  that  the  resti- 
tution of  dues  unjustly  held,  would  enable  them 
to  rebuild  the  demolished  churches,  and  that  the 
current  income  would  be  sufficient  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  pastors ;  that  for  some  years,  itwouH 
,  be  expedient  to  select,  besides  the  ordinary  pas- 
tors,  at  least  eight  preachers,  who  were  not  to 
be  confined  to  any  particular  place,  but  whose 
duty  was  to  consist  in  preaching  in  any  part  of 
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the  province;  that  their  maintenance  would  not 
be  •  burdensome  to  the  state,  as  they  inight  be 
supported  from  the  revenues;  devoted  to  the*  pay- 
ment of  the  Calvinistic  ministers;  that  as  the 
town  of  Thonoa  was  the  capital  of  the  province, 
and  contained  a  great  number  of  Cathkrtfe^ 
without  including  those  who  might  be  expected 
to  embrace  the  Catholic  religion,  he  believed  it 
would  be  indispensably  requisite  to  restore  to  the 
Catholics,  the  church  of  St.  Hippolytus,  and  to 
introduce  the  practice  of  celebrating  mass  and 
the  other  parts  of  the  divine  service. 

Finally  Francis  added,  that  as  nothing  contri- 
butes more  to  the  preservation  of  true  religion, 
than  proper  care  in  the  education  of  youth,  he 
judged  it  to  be  a  measure  of  absolute  necessity, 
to  found  a  college  at  Thonon,  to  be  placed  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Jesuits  ;*  that  it  would 


*  The  translator,  notwithstanding  his  extreme  reserve 
in  obtruding  his  own  opinions  on  the  reader  in  the  shape 
of  notes  and  illustrations,  cannot  help  adverting  to  the 
distinguished  veneration  with  which  St.  Francis  of  Sales 
always  treated  the  great  and  much  injured  society  of  the 
Jesuits*  The  opiaion  of  such  a  man,  on  the  merits  of  this 
qmiuent  body,  would  alone  be  decisive  on  tlie  subject; 
and  a  very  superficial  view  of  their  achievements  is  sum* 
cient  to  thaw,  that  his  adaptation  ww  not  misplaced 
VOJU  I.  » 
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qerve;^  fcspttJft  <«f  bulM&rk  against  tim  enter- 
prises of  (SewWr  ^ijd^acowstant  resource  against 
ImtfkM  AdtfW&yi  which  had  prevailed  to  syich 
^extent,  us  Jo  excite  the  most  alarming  appre- 
h*9tfWI£  4bat*  tju$(  college  mould  answer  the 
p*¥$9se  of  aieniiMwy,  which  in  a  short  period! 
would^xoduQe  pcwoiw  well  informed,  and  capa- 
ble of  eoofkifriiiag  their  brethren  in  the  faith; 
thftt  he  knew  no  persons  better  qualified  to  op- 
pose to  herttfc*,  than  these  father*  of!  the  socfefy 
who  w$f$  accustomed  to  the  combat,  and  whdse 
regular  and  irreproachable  lilies  set  at  defiance 
those  calumnies,  with  which  the  Calvinists  w  j 
ally  darkened  tfce  characters  of  thor  tivamm; 
that  if  this  plan  should  be  adopted,  it  would  be 
e*$y  (to  Jrid  mwilijof  tarrying  it  into  etecutioi 

Fmncit  baring  t*M>d  tfce.  nwwiuaLof  wkicb 
the  fubstance  has  been  here  e^racrtad,  the  Nuncio  | 


Indeed  when  we  take  a  view  of  their  groa*  aiidtawnarous 

establishments  in  every  quarter  of  the  wofld  r •wfco*  ^c 
bring  W  our  recollection  the  regularity and  4scipfa*» 
which  prevailed  in '  their  colleges,  «§id  proved  to  brad- 
rairebly  calculated  to  train  youth  to  religion  andlaanaagi 
when  we  consider  the  piety  and  fees!  whieh  an«aate**eir 
pursuits;  when  we  survey  the  various  €ou*rtri«* 
have  been  indebted  mheir  apo^ 
benefit  of  the  faith,  or  the  diffusion  of  piety,  from  the 
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of  h\*  Holinesa  not  only  gave  it  his  foil  approtya* 
%ion>  but  proniiied  in  the  mane  of  ibe  sovereign 
Pontiff^  that  n*  endeaveur*  aboard  be  wanting 
on  his  part,  ta  afford  his  aid  in  carrying  it  ipto 
effect  Many  of  the  counsellors  of  state  ap- 
proved  of  the  substance  of  the  memorial,  1  but 
were  of  opinion,  that  no  Measure  should  be  pre- 

o^w  oo^t  of  Chine*  U  the  western  dholes  of  Amiriot; 
whan  art  i  {contemplate  the  immense  number*  of  leanned 
men  formed  in  thU  society,  and  eminent  ia  amy  braaeh 
of  science:  when  we  calculate  the  various  and  excellent 
productions,  on  every  subject  wkh  which  they  have  fw- 
vesited  the  world ;  we  are  left  m  edeirrettett  at  the  ir  trite 
of  the**  tender  piety,  their  unrmlkd  Ulease,  their  paw 
veriwgetel ;  and  are  constrained  to  aeloaowtedgethena  to 
have  bean  the  most  distinguished  order,  that  ever  adorned 
the  church  of  Christ*  In  what  other  fraternity  are  wo  to 
look  for  the  names  of  Petarius,  of  §  oar  at  and  Vasquea, 
who  are  oalled  by  Benedict  the  XIV,  the  light*  of  the 
Theological  School*  of  die  Father  Siraendf  Where  are 
we  to  hod  the  first  of  all  sciences,  the  seienee  of  the  ' 
Saints,  the  principles  of  an  interior  life  explained  with  *e 
much  precision  as  in  the  ascetic  treatises  of  these-  rtfcgiews 
swan  f  But  what  will  swebabl?  reeun»raea4  their  merit  to 
the  attention  of  a  British  public,  is  their  unrivalled  eacelr 
lence  in  every  species  of  polite  literature.  From  the  toffy 
strains  of  De  la  Rue,  some  of  which  the  great  Corneille 
has  honoured  with  a  translation  into  French  verse,  to  the 
•  elegant  and  delicate  effusions  of  Cesnmirius,  every  kind 
of  poetical  excellence  may  be  found  ?  They  are  not  less 
^stingmshed  by  a  •arias  of  gffitt  TOjerfc  who  have  fa- 

a  2 
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cipitately  resorted  to,  and  that  the  execution  of 
at  least  -a  part'of  the  plan, ;  should  he  postponed 
to  a  more  convenient  reason.  They  alleged,  in 
support  of  their  opinion,  that  the  political  body 
bore  a  great  analogy  to  the  human  frame ;  that 
health  once  impaired,  is  not  instantly  restored  ; 
that  time  must  be  allowed  to  the  remedies  pre- 

vonred  the  world  with  various  *  specimens  of  historical 
composition.  Bigotry  will  not  withhold  applause  from 
•the :  performances  of  Maftei,  of  Juvency  and  of  Strada. 
As  long*  as  the  eloquence  of  the' pulpit  is  held  in  any  es- 
timation, the  names  of  Bourdaloue,  of  Neuville*  and  of 
De  la  Rue,  will  be  remembered^ with  the  highest  distinc- 
tion. It  is  almost  injurious  to  their  credit  to  mention  but 
a:  few  names;  but  a  bare  list  of. those,  whom  their  produo 
ttomhave  rendeced  eminent,  would  swell  this  note  to  an 
imtneasaraUe  length*  Of  ;  such  a  society,  so  formed,  so 
muqh  ennobled  by  piety,  learning  and  apostolic  zeal,  who 
can  refrain  from  lamenting  the  mil  ?  Who  can  endure 
•  that  their  reputation  should  be  tarnished  by  the  calumnies 
rof  D!  Alembertt  and  other  writers,  who  have  undeservedly 
been  dignified  with  the  appellation  of  philosophers  ?  The 
blender  tribute  here  given  to  their;  merit,  the  translator 
believes  to  be  strictly  due  to  this  memorable  society ;  and 
lie, hopes  to  be  excused  , for  thus  shedding  a  passing  tear 
on  the  tomb  of  departed  greatness* 


His  saltern  accumulem  donjs>.  ct  f\*pgw  inani 


With  sighs  let  one  his  tender  tribute  bring, 
Ana  la  tacit  aoavailtog  tfccetits  sing. 
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acribed,  to  produce  their  full  effect;  that  the 
frame  must  not  be  oppressed ;  that  nature  must 
be  indulged,  and  ample  time  given  that  both 
may  be  suffered  to  operate  ;  that  there  are  seasons 
and  circumstances  which  forbid  the  application 
of  any  remedy ;  that  an  eager  wish  to  hasten  the 
cure  often  ruins  the  patient ;  that  it  was  improper 
to  adopt  the  same  conduct  towards  frontier  pro- 
yince&  as  would  be  $hewp  toward*  those  situated 
iu  the  heart  of  the  state,  aad  *t  sufficient  distance 
from  the  machinations  of  foreign  enemies;  that 
Geneva  and  the  Swiss,  the  neighbours  of  Cha- 
blais,  would  not  behold;  with  indifference,  the 
execution  of  the  proposed  plan ;  that  the  leaat 
that  might  be  expected  would  be,  tint  a  part  of 
the  subjects  of  his  Royal  Highness,  would  re- 
nounce their  allegiance,  repair  to  a  foreign 
standard,  and  complete  the  ryin  of  his  provinces; 
that  before  matters  could  be  carried  with  a  high 
hand,  H  would  be  prudent  to :  await  the  termina- 
tion of  their  differences  with  France  respecting 
the  marquisate  of  Salucca. 

.  .....     ;  ...  /.     .   •  *» 

Francis,  who  had  foreseen  that  his  plan  w<h*1*J 
not  pass  without  opposition,  asked  pejpussion  of 
the  Duke  to  justify,  what  he  had  advanced ;  and 
having  obtained  it,  he  represented  with  his  usual 
meekness,  that  if  there  are  some  evils,  wh}ch  are 
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n*t  to  be  taftfepdrftted,  ihete  are  others,  which 
toe  not  to  bo  treated  With too  much  tenderness; 
<jhftt  nature  by  receiving  too  much  indulgence, 
might  finally  yfcM  to  the  violence  of  the  evil; 
and  that  timo/aO  for  from  healing  disorders  of  t 
certain  description,  will  often  render  theta  com- 
pletely incurable;  that  to  apply  these  generil 
principle*  to  the  discission  relative  to  Cbablais 
and  the  bailiwick*,  it  tOuld  not  be  asserted  that 
any*  fctepa  had  been  precipitately  taken,  or  that 
tare  had  not  been  employed  to  ascertain  the  time 
and  circumstances  proper  for  the  proposed  «ei* 
lures  ;  thtrt  two  ytears  bad  elapsed,  since  he  first 
fewtored  Chablai*       the  express  order  ef  fte 
prince;  that  no  gentte  means  of  promoting  m- 
eftli&tion  bad  bow  left  ^attempted,  and  that 
«*Cfy  plan  of  this  nature  bad  been  rejected  ^ 
invincible  obstinacy ;  that  he  should  never  be 
<be  advise*  *f  violent  measures;  but  that  it 
wmild  be  a  singular  mistake  to  imagine  that  the 
CathoKc  religion  eould  be  established  in  Chabhii, 
without  reporting  to  other  means,  than  those, 
which  had  been  adopted;  that  Geneva  and  the 
Swfel  would  seribusfy^padse,  before  they  came 
to  an  open  rupture  with  the  Duke;  that,  if  tot 
^vebt  w<*te  to  take  place,  they  wafe  wo*  to  k 
dreaded;  that  they  could  claim  no  more  right  to 
iafetifete  in  ibe  concerns  of  his  Royal  High**, 
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than  he  could  to  regulate  their  affairs;  that  sts 
they  wouM  discover  the  greatest  unwillingness 
tc  suffer  Mm  *to  dictate  on  A  point  so  important 
aRj*  ihat  Migion,  they  couH  ttot  expect  thai ^ 
Tnismeais?  of  a  similar  riature  should  be  referred  to 
theSr  decision ;  that  they  might  complain,  remon- 
strate, negotiate  and  even  p'ro&ed  to  menaces, 
Tbiit  that  H  was  not  probable,  that  thfey  Vould  go 
t&  greater  lengths;  posslbfy  the  most  obsti- 
*ate  aitd  fafctiotis  among  the  Cattttnists  might 
TfeavC  the  Cotrntry,  hut  that  by  fticft  in  event, 
the  state  wdtiM  gkin  more  fhair  it  Would  lose  ; 
and  that  persons  of  this  description,  after  expe- 
riehcing  the  '  harsh  and  jealous  treatment  of 
strangers,  and  Enduring  the  difficulties  and  hard- 
ships even  of  a  voluntary  exife,  would  be  ex- 
tremely- happy  to  return  to  their  own  country, 
%n  the  conditions,  which  their  sovereign  might 
be  disposed  to  giant.  *  v 

*  Then  addressing  his  discourse  to  those  coun- 
sellors of  sfette,  who  were  of  opinion  that;  the 
pfen  proposed  by  Francis,  should  uot  be  carried . 
Mt6  effect  in  all  its  parts,  he  asked  'what  happier 
moment  cohW  be  selected  for  the  execution  of 
his  project,  than  the  present  period ;  he  observed, 
that  Obey  vtatre  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  profound 
peace,  governed  by  a  powerful  prince,  who  was 
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esteemed  and  revered  by  his  neighbour*,  who 
had  subdued  that  people,  concerning  whom  vafih 
apprehensions  were  entertained ;  \^hq  was.  beloved 
and  respected  by  Iris  subjects,  and,  capable  of  un- 
dertaking whatever  might  be  judged  proper  for 
the  security  erf  his  dominions ;  he  was  fully  aware 
that  the  affair  of  Salucca,  was  an  obstacle  to  the 
execution  of  the  design  respecting  Chablajs;  i)jat 
still  he  contended  that,  as  that  delicate  transac- 
tion had  been  referred  to  the  arbitration  of  his 
Holiness,  it  rested  with  the  Duke  to  terminate 
the  difference  in  a  most  amicable  manner. 

No  sopner  had  Francis  finished  his  harangue, 
than  the  Duke  rose,  and  instantly  complied  with 
the  whole  of  his  demand,  with  the  exception  of 
two  articles,  the  execution  of  which  fye  promised 
should  not  be  long  delayed.  He  allowed  him  Jo 
particular  to  take  possession  of  the  church  of 
St.  Htppolytus,  and  there  to  celebrate  the  divine 
mysteries  and  perform  the  whole  of  the  service; 
hp  promised  him  to  address  letters  to  the  officers 
#f  the  townx  in  order  to  explain  his  intentions ; 
as  ^rell  as  to  th$  governor  of  Chablais,  with  di- 
rections to  execute  his  orders;  and  he  recQjair 
wended  to  him,  on  his  return  to  the  scene  of  bif 
operations,  to  transmit  to  him  a  regular  account 
of  his  proceedings. 
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Francis  after  this  had  several  conferences  with 
the  Pope's  Nuncio;  he  spoke  to  him  of  the  or- 
ders which  he  had  received  from  his  Holiness 
relative  to  Theodore  Beza,  and  of  the  reasons, 
which  had  induced  him  to  postpone  that  affair 
'til!  his  return.  The  Nuncio  approved  of  his  con- 
duct, engaged  to  explain  it  satisfactorily  to  bis 
Holiness,  assured  him  of  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  the  Pontiff,  and  promised  to  exert  Jiis 
influence  hoth  with  him  and,  the  Duke  of  SaVoy 
to  accelerate  the  execution  of  his  proposed  plan. 
"  You  will,"  added  he,  "  need  much  support* 
The  Prince  has  the  best  intentions;  but  he  m 
Surrounded  by  counsellors,  who  £re  either  unsea- 
sonably timid  or  gained  by  the  CalyinUts;  every 
accident  alarms  them;  and  they  will  spare  no 
pahis  to  divert  their  master  from  the  execution  of 
his  laudable  purposes;  But  he  has  given  you  his 
word;  and  I  will  leave  nothing  unattempted  to 
induce  him  to  fulfil  his  engagement*. " 

In  the  mean  time,  Ffancis  having  made  prepa- 
rations for  his  return,  was  admitted  by  the  Duke 
to  the  last  audience.  ■♦This  Prince  delivered  to 
him  the  promised  letters,  with  others,  contain- 
ing orders,  that  a  sufficient  revenue  should  be 

—i       —J    ■ '    i  i  ■  .    ii i  ii   .i       i  .1.  •  i  i  i  ,»i     mm  ■     '    ■  ■ 

*  Aug.  of  Sates.    Book  T  I. 
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given  to  him  from  the  Ducal  domains  for  his  own 
support  and  that  of  his  missionaries  The  Duke 
expected  that  lie  would  solicit  some  favour  for 
himself,  or  that  at  least  lie  would  ask  to  be  reim- 
bursed for  what  be  had  advanced  ;  but  finding 
him  preserve  aiv  uninterrupted  silence  bri  'tikt 
subject,  his  Highness  ventured  himself  to  make 
the  overture  with  stich  distinguished  marks  of 
kindness,  as  others  wouW  have  embraced  wift 
avidity  to  promote  their  own  advantage. 

•    Francis  seized  this  opportunity,  not  to  forward 
4is  private  interest,  but  that  of  the  chapter  of 
Geneva,  at  the  head  of  which  he  had  been  placed. 
He  accordingly  represented  to  the  Duke  the  a- 
tneme  distress  of  that  fraternity,  after  their  reve- 
nues had  beem  smed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Ge- 
jaeva;  and  their  inability  to  perform  the  divine 
service  with  the  decorum  due  to  thie  first  church 
of  a  diocese;  that  the  Popes  Pius  TV,  and 
Gregory  XM,  had,  in  consequence  of  this  event; 
exempted  them  from  the  payment  of  tithes  voder 
all  circumstances;  that  inferior  agents  had  how- 
ever exacted  payment  with  the  utmost  rigour  ; 
he  therefore  entreated  his  sovereign  to  confirm 
this  immunity,  and  to  restore  to  them  the  cmirped 
revenues  in  the  different  parts,  of  his  dominions, 
and  particularly  the  priory  of  Annoy,  their  claim 
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to  which  they  could  support  by  the  most  au- 
thentic titles. 

The  Duke  struck  with  admiration  at  this  dia* 
interested  conduct,  instantly  complied  with  hit 
request,  and  directed  that  orders  should  be  issued 
to  this  effect.  He  renewed  his  assurances,  that 
he  would  proceed  in  person  to  second  his  laud* 
able  views;  he  freely  declared  that  he  should 
postpone  to  that  period  only,,  the  execution  of  the 
two  articles  of  hia  plan,  relative  to  the  ministers 
and  the  Cafvinistic  magistrates ;  and  he  dismissed 
htm  with  innumerable  marks  of  esteem  and 
kindness. 

In  the  mean  time  the  winter  continued  witfc 
unabated  severity;*  and  the  Alps,  covered  witli 
an  additional  fall  of  snow  after  the  period  of  bis 
arrival  at  Turin,  seemed  to  oppose  a  fresh  ob- 
stacle to  his  return.  The  Duke  of  Savoy,  the 
Nuncio  of  his  Holiness,  and  an  immense  con- 
course of  friends,  whom  he  bad  made  at  Court, 
wished  him  to  wait  for  a  more  favourable  season ; 
but  Francis,  who,  in  no  part  of  his  life,  was  ever 
disposed  to  spare  himself,  when  the  interests  of 
heaven  were  concerned,  and  who,  in  this  m*» 
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stance,  was  persuaded  that  his  presence  was  ne- 
cessary at  Thonon,  could  not  be  detained  by  any 
consideration.    The  only  precaution  which  he 
took,  was  to  return  by  the  mountain,  called  the 
little  St.  Bernard,  where  indeed  the  roads  were 
less  unfavourable.    On  his  arrival  at  Tbonen, 
he  visited  the  Catholics,  and  found  to  his  satis- 
faction, that  their  zeal  had  continued  undimi* 
Dished  during  his  absence.    He  recommended  to 
their  prayers,  the  public  re-establishment  of  the 
Catholic  religion  at  Thonon,  and  in  the  whole  of 
Chablais:  he  produced  the  order  of  the  Duke 
for  this  purpose,  and  spent  many  days  in  prayer 
and  fasting,  to  beg  of  God,  that  this  event  might 
take  place  without  confusion,  and  that  the  extre- 
mities, to  which  the  Duke  might  be  obliged  to 
proceed,  in  the  event  of  any  opposition  to  his 
will,  might  by  the  divine  blessing,  be  averted. 

Christmas  was  now  approaching;  and  as 
Francis  and  the  Catholics  were  extremely  anxious, 
that  the  church  of  St.  Hippolytus,  of  which  he 
was  authorized  to  take  possession,  should  be  re- 
covered, in  order  to  celebrate  the  divine  myste- 
ries on  that  great  festival,  he  hastened  to  deliver 
to  the  governor  of  Chablais,  and  to  the  magis- 
trates of  Thonon,  the  letters  for  that  purpose,  of 
which  he  was  the  bearer  from  the  Duke.  The 
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governor  gave  him  every  assurance  of  protection, 
which  he  might  want,  and  begged  him  to  send 
an  exact  relation  of  the  proceedings,  which 
should  take  place  at  Thonon. 

The  magistrates  had  no  sooner  received  the 
letters  of  the  Duke,  requiring  them  to  restore  to 
the  Catholics,  the  church  of  St.  Hippolytus,  and 
to  offer  no  molestation  to  the  divine  service, 
which  was  there  to  be  performed  by  his  orders, 
than  they  themselves  began  to  foment  sedition* 
The  gates  of  the  town  were  instantly  shut,  to 
prevent  the  governor  and  the  Catholics  of  the 
country,  from  affording  assistance  to  their  friends 
within  the  walls ;  at  the  same  time,  the  Calvin- 
iste  flew  to  arms;  a  part  of  them  invested  the 
church  of  St.  Hippolytus,  and  others  dispersed 
themselves  over  the  town,  uttering  the  most  fu- 
rious menaces  to  murder  the  Catholics,  and  to 
burn  Francis  alive  and  exhibit  him  as  a  public 
spectacle.  The  Catholics  alarmed  at  their  own 
danger,  but  more  at  that,  with  which  their  pastor 
was  threatened,  took  arms  in  their  owh  defence; 
and  acknowledging  no  other  leader  than  Francis, 
and  in  his  person  the  Duke,  whofce  orders  he  was 
commissioned  to  execute,  threatened  in  their  turn, 
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to.  sell  their  lives  dearly,  and  declared  that  tbc 
magistrates  should  be  responsibly  at  the  hazard 
$f  their  existence,  for  the  safety  of  Francis. 
They  were  sufficiently  numerous,  and  too  w$ 
armed  to  excite  contempt ;  the  authority  of  the 
Prinze,  with  which  they  were  invested,  aug- 
mented their  courage,  *nd  the  despair,  to  which 
the  violent  proceedings  of  the  Calviniste  reduced 
them,  drove  them  beyond  the  usual  bounds  of 
restraint,  and  afforded  eyerjr  reason  to  apprehettd 
their  resentment    It  appeared  that  orders  were 
secretly  issued  by  son?e  commander;  for  they 
took  possession  with  groat  regularity  of  several 
advantageous  posts,  where  nimH  bodies  might  be 
opposed  with  effect  to  superior  numbers.  The 
personal  safety  of  Franci*  was  one  of  the  first 
objects  of  attention  ;  they  surrounded  his  bouse, 
and  notwithstanding  his  ,  repeated  and  anxious 
wishes  not  to  oppose  foree  to  force,  notwithstand- 
ing his  earnest  assurances,  that  he  could  expe- 
rience no  greater  happiness,  than  to  die  in  the 
cause,  in  which  he  was  engaged,  it  was«otin 
hi&  power  to  restrain  their  ardour. 

,  In  the  mean  time  night  approached ;  and  as  the 
CWvinist*  who  had  seized  the  church  of  St  Hip- 
polytus  began  to  retire,  to  take  some  repose  after 
a  very  turbufeut  day,  the  Catholics  with  more 
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perseverance  took  possession  of  the  church  in 
their  turn.    Francis,  having  a  sufficient  number 
of  workmen  at  command,  began  the  necessity 
reparations.    The  Calvinists,  on  receiving  intel~ 
licence  of  this  step,  resumed  their  arms;  and 
both  sides,  after  remaining  some  time  in  a  me- 
nacing attitude,  were  ready  to  engage,  when' 
Francis,  whose  extreme  mildness  of  character 
produced  the  utmost  aversion  to  violence,  threw 
himself  between  both  parties  at  the  hazard  of 
his  life.    His  presence  checked  the  ardour  of 
the  Catholics,  tad-  suspended  the  ftriy  of  their 
eaemies.    He  called  for  the  magistrates ;  and 
speaking  in  an  audible  tone  of  voi^e,  to  be  heard 
by  the  whole  multitude,  be  represented  with 
much  force,  tbtft  had  he  undertaken  by  his  own 
authority,  to  restore  to  the  Catholics  the  church 
of  St.  Hippolytus,  their  opposition  would  have 
been  justifiable  ;  that,  eveti  in  that  case,  they 
should  have  proceeded  with  the  decorum  and  the 
forms  of  justice,  ami  not  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
which  no  person  can  be  authorized  to  employ 
but  by  the  permission  of  the  sovereign,  in  his 
service,  and  assuredly  not  against  his  will ;  that 
they  were  perfectly  well  aware,  that  he  took  no 
step  in  this  business,  but  by  the  orders  of  his 
sovereign;  for  be  had  delivered  the  Duke's  letters 
into  their  hands  ;  that  instead  of  carrying  these 
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injunctions  into  effect  as  their  situation  obliged 
diem .  to  do,  it  was  >  observable,  that,  .  by* <  their 
orders,  at  least  by  their  consent,  the  inhabitants 
had  taken  arms  against  each  other,  sedition  had 
been  fomented,  and  the  mandates  of  their  sove- 
reign treated  with  ignominy  and  scorn ;  that  they 
had  already  proceeded  too  far,  and  that  if  they 
suffered  this  melancholy  affair  to  be  carried  tcf 
greater  lengths,  such  a  dereliction  of  duty  could 
be  expiated  only  by  the  entire  destruction  of  their 
city.    He*  assured  them,  that  he  did  dot  wish  to 
appear  as  their  accuser;  but  that  being  changed 
with  the  orders  of  their  Prince,  hie  could  not  avoid 
the  indispensable  obligation  of  informing  hito,. 
in  what  manner  they  had  befca  executed ;  that  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  Duke  to  deprive 
them  of  the  liberty  of  conscience,  which  he  had 
granted;  but  that  it  was  perfectly  rational,  that, 
as  they  had  many  other  places  of  worship,  the 
CatboUcs,  who  were  extremely  numerous,  should 
at  least  have  one,  in  which  they  might  perform 
the  duties  of  religion ;  that  no  invasion  was 
made  of  their  property  ;  that  they  had  not  built 
the  church  of  St.  Hippolyttis;  that  it  had  be- 
longed to  the  Catholics  for  many  centuries,  whd 
only  took  possession  of  property  which  had  been 
wrested  from  them  by  violence;  that,  if  the!  same 
violence  had  been  shewa  to  them,  they  would 


Digitized  by 


OF  SALES.     BOOK  HI.  289 


have  had  a  just  ground  of  complaint;  that  it  vmM 
wholly  an  unexampled  circumstance,  that  a  sove- 
reign in  his  own  dominions  should  not  hfcve  it 
in  his  power  to  give  to  those  of  his  own  religion, 
a  proper  place  of  worship.  He*therefore  conjured 
them,  by  the  love  which  they  owed  to  theif 
country,  by  the  concern,  which  they  should  en- 
tertain for  their  own  safety,  to  open  thteir  eyes  to 
the  danger  to  which  they  were  exposed,  by  per- 
sisting in  their  disobedience  to  the  orders  of  their 
sovereign.  He  made  an  offer  of  his  own  medi- 
ation between  them  and  their  offended  Prince; 
if  they  were  disposed  to  return  to  their  duty  ;  but 
he  informed  them,  that  they  bad  every  thing  to 
fear  from  his  justice,  if  they  continued  to  oppose 
the  execution  of  bis  orders. 

This  firm  and  mild  harangue  was  received  by 
the  Catholics  with  a  tumult  of  applause;  on  the 
part  of  the  Calvinists,  it  was  answered  by  the 
most  injurious  language.  On  every  side  were 
heard  confused  murmurs  and  the  opprobrious 
terms  of  papist,  idolater,  sorcerer,  disturber  of 
the  public  peace,  sworn  enemy  of  his  country; 
and  the  whole  assembly  appeared  disposed  to 
proceed  to  the  utmost  extremities,  when  the  more 
sober  part  of  the  council  thought  proper  to  pro- 
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pose  an  accommodation,  t  This  proposition  sus- 
pended the.  fury  of  the  people;  they  entered  in 
crowds  the  house  of  Francis,  which  was  adjoin- 
ing; there  many  different  expedients  were  ^flfered; 
hut  as  they  all  tended  to  obtain  a  suspension  of 
the  orders  of  the  Prince,  till  they  should  make  an 
appeal,  and  receive  an  answer,  Francis  rejected 
them  with  a  degree  of  firmness*  which  excited  no 
inconsiderable  surprise.  He  contended  in  his 
turn,  that  the  injunctions  of  the  sovereign  should 
be  provisionally  executed ;  and  he  added  that  if 
they  should  receive  a  favourable  answer  to  their 
remonstrance,  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  take 
arm*,  in  order  to  enforce  a  compliance  with  the 
mandate.  The  counsellors,  despairing  to  gain 
their  point,  threatened  him  with  secret  assassination 
from  the  hand  of  some  Calvinist,+  who  should 
feign  a  desire  of  embracing  the  Catholic  religion: 
but.  Francis  replied  in  a  tone  of  assurance,  which 
completed  their  confusion,  that  they  might  al- 
ready have  seen  how  little  he  feared  death ;  and 
that  the  only  source  of  regret  in  shedding  his 
blood  in  (go  noble  a  cause, .  would  be,  that  the 
crime  of  the  assassins  would  be  punished  with  the 
utmost  severity  of  vengeance,  and  that  not  one  of 
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thorn  wpuld  escape  the  presentment  qf  the  Prince. 
He  $xhorted  them  to  weigh  deliberately;  the  con- 
sequences of  .such  a  transaction,  and  instead  pf 
*  persis^uag  in  their  obstinacy,  to  employ  thejr  in- 
fluepee,  iq  restoring  a  sense  of  duty  £nd  qrder 
among  the  people.  The  counsellors  still  renewed 
ibeir  entreaties ;  but  they  at  length  retired,  $fter 
loudly  proclaiming  the  fatal  consequences  of 
hi?  conduct,  if  he  should  carry  the  business 
farther. 

In  the  me?n  time,  the  leaders  having  seri- 
ously reflected  on  the  unpleasant  result,  which 
might  attend  this  affair,  thought  it  prudent  to 
inform  the  people,  that  a  mutual  agreement  had 
been  made;  that  doubtless  the  sovereign,  better 
informed  would  do  them  justice;  that  in  the 
mean  time,  to  shew  their  respect  for  his  orders 
they  had  determined  provisionally  to  carry  them 
into  effect,  without  withdrawing  their  opposition. 
Thus  Francis  took  possession  of  the  church  of 
St.  Hippolytus ;  he  finished  the  repairs  and  deco- 
ratious  with  incredible  dispatch,  and  the  place 
was  ready  for  use  at  the  festival  of  Christmas. 

.  .Qji  the  night  of  this  great  festival,  the  Catho- 
lics assembled  not  only  from  the  city,  but  from 
the  adjoining  villages ;  and  in  their  presence  he 
t2 
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celebrated  the  divine  mysteries,  which  had  been 
banished  from  the  place  for  almost  a  century. 
Eight  hundred  persons  received  the  holy  sacra- 
ment from  his  bands ;  he  preached  with  his  usual 
zeal,  and  spent  the  whole  night  in  praising  God, 
who,  after  abandoning  his  people  for  so  long  a 
period  to  the  desires  of  their  hearts,  had  at  length 
recalled  them  to  his  admirable  light.*  On  the 
following  festivals,  he  continued  the  same  exer- 
cises of  piety;  and  heaven  bestowed  on  his  la- 
bours such  an  ample  benediction,  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  three  neighbouring  villages  came  in 
a  body  to  abjure  their  errors. 

Tt  is  not  easy  to  conceive,  how  one  man  could 
be  equal  to  such  multiplied  labours.  In  propor- 
tion as  the  number  of  the  Catholics  increased, 
he  multiplied  his  conferences  and  instructions ; 
he  received  all  descriptions  of  persons  both  in 
public  and  in  private,  without  any  apprehension 
of  the  menaces  of  the  Calvinists,  who  were  them- 
selves astonished  at  his  undaunted  courage  and 
his  invincible  firmness.  He  assisted  at  funerals  ; 
he  relieved  the  sick ;  he  went  himself  to  hamlets 
and  mean  cottages,  to  visit  persons  in  the  most 
destitute  and  deplorable  condition;  nothing  eluded 
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his  vigitynce  •  bis  charity  ^as  fended  to  every 
want;  he  was  as  assiduous  in  bis  attention  tq 
persons  of  the  lowest  condition,  as  tp  those  who 
were  distinguished  by  their  birth,  or  their  em- 
ployment^. .He  made  himself  all  to  all;  and  as 
he  viewed  Gpd  in  all  things,  and  knew  that  souls 
are  to  Him  equally  dear,  he  paid  as  much  atten- 
tion to  the  poor  as  to  the  rich,  and  directed  his 
charity  by  t^ie  extent  of  their  wants,  and  not  by 
their  rank  in  life. 

After  having  spent  the  day  in  the  laborious 
functions  of  the  ministry,  the  night  was  to  him 
by  no  means  a  time  of  repose  ;  a  part  of  it  he 
usually  employed  in  administering  the  sacraments 
to  the  sick.  He  was  apprehensive  that  the  Cal- 
vinists  might  in  the  day  time  fail  in  respect  to  the 
divine  mysteries,  and  that  he  should  feel  himself 
obliged  to  lodge  informations  against  them  before 
the  Duke,  who  had  expressly  ordered,  that  the 
Catholics  should  not  be  disturbed  in  the  exercise 
of  their  religion  :  he  was  accordingly  fearful  pf 
exposing  himself  to  difficulties;  and  was  unwil- 
ling that  the  hatred  which  he  might  excite  by 
making  just  complaints,  should  be  directed 
against  the  Catholic  Church,  and  thus  impede  the 
progress  of  the  faith.  Thus  was  he  always  care- 
ful to  pay  a  charitable  attention  to  the  feelings  of 
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those,  S^ho  ifisterfd  of  shewing  ptop£r  decofum 
tbwWds  him,  did'  not  alwayi  consult  their  own 
interests  with  teufficfent  circumspection.  Afte* 
taking  a  small  sharte  of  rest,  atld  generally  with- 
out undressing  himself,  he  spent  the  remaining 
part  of  the  lifglit  in  prayer,  or  in  pteparinghis 
instructions  for  the  followifag  day.  Th6  excel- 
Ierice  of  his  constitution  prevented  him  at  the  time 
from  feeling  the  effrcts  of  labour,  tinder  which 
the  ordinary  strength  of  man  would  have  sunk  ; 
but  he  unquestionably  shortened  his  valuable  life 
by  -many  years.  A  Cause  must  always  produce  a 
corresponding  efffecf ;  and  old  age/  at  which  he 
never  arrived,  fails  not  to  feel  th£  6bnseque*ices 
of  the  labour  of  youth.  His'  friends  frequently 
exhorted  him  to  be  more  careful  of  himself ;  birt 
he  usually  replied  :  "  It  is  not  necessary  that  I 
should  live;  but  it  is  necessary  that  the  ChtUrch 
should  be  served." 

*  His  occupations,  however,  did:  hot  prevent  him 
frorfi  transmitting  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  an  exact 
relation  of  all  that  had  passed  sit  Thonon.  He 
wrote  at  the  same  tirfie  to  the  Nuncio  at  that 
court,  requesting  his  support.  The  magistrates 
on  their  side,  forwarded  their  own  account  of  the 
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transaction*    But  the  Duke  ^wanted,  no  solicita- 
tion to  support  Francis  i»  a  conjuncture,  in  which 
his  *  own  authority  had  been  treated  with  such 
marked  contempt.    The;  first  fwoof  of  his  indigo- 
nation  against  the  city  of  Thonon,  was  tb  return 
no  answer  to  the  magistrates.*    His  reply  to 
Francis  could  not  be- expressed  in  terms  more 
favourable.    He  spoke  in  high  strains  of  com- 
^neddhtion  of  hist  teal  and  of  his  prudence;  he 
approved  of  all:  that  h£  had  done,  and  of  all  that 
he  should  think  proper  to  do  *  for  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  Catholic  religion;  and  he  desired  him 
to  shew  the  >  letter  to  the  magistrates  and  to  the 
counsel.    Francis  sent  it  td  them;  and  their  feel- 
ings vftte  as  much  roused,  as  if  they  had  no  reason 
to  suppose,  that  their  conduct  would  meet  with 
disapprobation. 
»  .  •        •    ■  .  . 

But  their  surprise  was  considerably  increased, 
wheat,  without  any  previous  notice,  they  witnessed 
the  arrival  at  Thotion  of  the  regiment  of  the 
Count  of  Martinengue,  lieutenant  General  of  the 
tunnies  tof  the  Ddke;  this  officer  quartered  bis 
troop*  «*  the  city  till  he  should  receive  farther 
orders  from  the  court:  Francis  was  at  tliat  time 
pleaching  tfcfc  lent  in  different  parts  of  Ghablais; 
m  1 ;  lu  j  4  ■• — ;tjo  ■•; — ;  i  •  *  »  ■  ■ — r-~  • 
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and  deeply  engaged  in  defeating  the  m&ebrnfe&oag 
of  the  Calvinisfs,  m  confirming  the  faith  of  the 
Haw  converts,  who  were  exposed  te  great  persecu- 
tions, and  in  gaining  daily  some  new  conquest  for 
the  Catholic  Church. 

No  sooner  was -he  returned  to  Thonon*  than 
the  officers  of  the. regiment  repaired  td  him  ma 
body  to  pay  theitf  respects;  they  informed  hi*i, 
that  they  had  orders  to  dd  nothing  without  his 
participation,  and  on  all  occasions  td  act  agree- 
ably to  his  suggestions.  But  Francfe.  *v«ho  ki  the 
functions  of  his  ministry,  neVer  availed  hifnaelf  af 
temporal  support,  but  under  the  pressure  of  ex- 
treme necessity,  made  no  other  use  of  their  ob- 
sequious attention,  than  to  engage  them  to  lead 
orderly  lives,  and  to  become  as  little  burdensome 
as  possible  to  the  inhabitants  of  Thonon.  As  he 
observed  them  to  assist  assiduously  at  his  sermons, 
he  changed  his  method  of  instruction;  and  in- 
stead of  discussing  topics  of  controversy,  which 
formed  the  tisual  subject  of  his  discourse*,  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  expatiate  on  subjects  of 
morality,  which  might  be  equally  useful  ta  thp  aa- 
cient  Catholics  and  to  the  new  converts.  He 
spoke  on  the  leading  truths  of  the  Christian  rdi- 
$i  gion;  truths,  which  are  adapted  to  every  situation 
in  life;  and  he  treated  his  subjects  with  so  much 
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force,  arid  in  such  a  popular  style  of  eloquence, 
that  his  audience  was  perpetually  crowded. 

God  gave  a  blessing  to  the  design  which  be 
had  formed  to  promote  the  conversion  of  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers ;  in  a  short  time  a  change,  simi- 
lar to  that  already  related  concerning  the  garrison 
of  Allioges,  was  observed  to  take  place.*  There 
♦  Wfes  scarcely  an  officer  or  soldier  in  the  regiment, 
who  did  not  make  a  general  confession  add  receive 
the  holy  sacrameit  from  his  hands.    Changes  of 
this  nature  are  frequently  observed  to  be  of  short 
duration;  inveterate  habits  but  too  often  acquire 
new  strength,  from  a  want  of  vigilance  to  oppose 
them  ;  and  bad  example  as  well  as  dangerous  oc- 
casions, occuf  so  frequently  in  a  military  life, 
that  it  becomes  a*  mhtter  of  extreme  difficulty  not 
t©  yield  to  the  torrent    These  dangers  Francis 
fotesaw,  and  these  he  laboured  to  obviate  by  pre- 
cautions of  so  salutary/ a  nature,  that  his  new  pe- 
nitents requested  him  to  commit  them  to  writing, 
for  the  purpose  ,  of  occasional  inspection.  He 
complied  with  their  wishes  and  at  th$  same  time 
laid  down  rules  of  a  christian  life,  so  well  adapted 
to  their  situation,  that  no  one  declined  the  obli- 
gation of  reducing  them  to  practice.    Thus  eveiy 
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thing  being  peaceable  in  Chablais,  arid  the  Gar 
tholic  Religion  making  a  daily  progress;  Francis 
considered  it  a  duty  to  execute  the  commission, 
which  he  had  received  flroin  his  Holiness  edwe^rn- 
itig  Theodore  Befca. 

But  ~a  project  of  this  nature  was  necessarily 
attended  with  much  difficulty  in  the  exectitirii*. 
Beta,  who  was  at  that  time  seventy  years  old, 
never  left  Genera ;  he  was  in  a  manner  guarded 
with  suspicious  vigilance.    Whether  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Geneva  began  to  entertain  any  distrust  in 
his  sincerity,  or  that  the  circumstance  originated 
in  tfatir  esteem  for  his  merit,  or  in  the  pleasure, 
which  th$y  derived  from  his  conversation,  his 
house,  was  always  crowded  with  visitors ;  and  it 
would  have  been  peculiarly  difficult  for  Francis 
to  find  him  disengaged,  as  he  thought  it  prudent 
to  gifae  no  notice  of  the  visit;  which  he  intended 
to  pay.    Besides  Francis  was  well  known  at  Ge- 
neva; And  his  achievements  in  Chablais  had  ren- 
dered him  so  odious  in  that  place,  that  the  jour- 
ney miist  necessarily  be  attended  with  extreme 
danger.    The  motive  of  the  proceeding'  increased 
the  hazard ;  a  negotiation  of  so  delicate  a  nature 
could  not  be  brought  to  a  close  in  a  single  visit ; 
the  journey  must  consequently  be  often  repeated, 
and  it  was  morally  impossible  to  conceal  the 
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design  froih  public  view.  Such;  an  itforripi,  Sfrbutft' 
hiave  teen  regarded  as  a  crime?,  deserving' of  ek^ 
emplary  punishment ;  and  it  was  not  difficult  t(>*' 
dispatch  Francis  in  k  manner  so  private,  as  i.& 
ke^p  the  transaction  a  profound  secret.  In  a!  po^ 
pular  state  like  that  of  Geneva,  the  hand  of  the 
bold  and  enterprising  assassin  is  seldom  wanting ; 
and  all  mankind  are  well  aware  what  blind- zeal, 
animated  by  the  most  powerful  of  all  mbtftfefc; 
an  ardour  for  religion,  is  capable  of  effecting.  s 

'the  small  number  of  friends,  to  whom  Frariefo 
communicated  his  design,  naturally  indulged  fa 
these  reflections,  dttd  spared  no  pains  to  divert 
him  from  his  purjpbse  j  fcul  this  greak  mail  kftew* 
no  danger,  when  the 'glory  of  God*eatted  him  itf 
action.*  He  cbhtentefl  himself  with  writing  td 
the'Bishop  of  Geneva,  tb  the  Chapter,  amf  to  all 
his  virtuous  friends,  who  were  Capaibltt  of  keeping 
a  secret,  to  i-eijuest'  them  to  tecommfebSd  to  Gtod 
the  success  of  tb^  enterprise;  helliofeelf  redotfbl&l 
his  fasts  and  his  pteyers;  anSi  asfhfeknew  Atft 
the  conversion  of  a  hardened  tfnnefr;  tkn  pro- 
ceed only  from  the  Father  of  ligttts,  Who,  when* 
ever  it  pleases  liim,  can  from  stones,  iraise  tip 
children  to  Abraham,  he  emplbyed  irian^  days 
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asking  for  that  spirit  of  force  and  prudence, 
which  brings  tlie  most  difficult  affairs  to  a  happy 
termination.  Thus  full  of  zeal  and  confidence, 
and  committing  to  the  hands  of  God  the  care  of 
his  life,  which  he  was  going  to  expose  in  his 
service,  he  departed  for  Geneva. 

*  Fortunately  Beza  was  alone,  when  Francis 
arrived  at  his  house.  Such  a  happy  conjuncture 
was  necessarily  embraced  with  avidity.  Accord- 
ingly Francis,,  after  the  first  salutations  had  taken 
place,  opened  the  purpose  of  his  visit,  and  said  to 
Beaa,  that  not  having  the  honour  of  being  known 
to  him,  he  had  to  request  him,  not  to  judge  of 
his  conduct  by  the  frightful  representations  given 
by  his  adversaries ;  that  he  ,was  the  last  person  in 
the  world,  who  would  wish  to  deviate  from 
candour  and  sincerity  ;  that  he  came  not  to  sur- 
prise him,,  or  for  the  purpose  of  publishing  to  the 
Wtifld,  what  should  pass  between  them ;  that  if 
he  would  have  the  goodness  to  examine  his  air 
and  his  deportment,  he  would  find  them  marked 
with  candour  and  uprightness ;  that  God  had 
stamped  the  countenance  of  man  with  the  cha- 
racter of  the  mind  and  the  heart ;  and  that  even 
were  he  desirous  to  practise  deceit  on  any  human 


*  1597. 


Digitized  by 


OF  SALES.     BOOK  III. 


301 


being,  a  thing  which  he  was  incapable  of  attempt- 
ing, he  certainly  should  not  wish  to  try  the  experi- 
ment with  a  person  of  his  merit  and  reputation. 

Indeed  the  personal  appearance  of  Francis  was 
so  enchanting  and  marked  with  such  an  air  of 
uprightness  and  probity,  that  he  ran  no  hazard  in 
depending  cm  the  judgment,  which  might  be 
formed  of  him  by  the  beholder;  and  the  illiberal 
accounts  which  had  been  circulated  "against  him 
at  Geneva,  did  not  permit  him  to  look  for  the 
confidence  of  Beza,  which  was  so  necessary  to  the 
success  of  his  design,  without  destroying  the  un- 
pleasant impressions,  that  had  been  raised  against 
bis  personal  qualities.  Beza  on  his  side,  valued 
himself  much  upon  openness  of  character ;  men 
are  usually  fond  of  dispositions  similar  to  their 
own;  and  the  surest  way  to  the  heart  is  a  simila- 
rity of  temper.  The  introductory  address  of 
Francis  was  by  no  means  displeasing  to  Beza. 
He  replied  to  him  with  much  politeness,  that  he 
had  always  known  him  to  be  a  man  of  distin- 
guished rank  and  of  superior  merit;  that  even  his 
enemies  acknowledged  the  excellence  of  bit 
capacity,  and  the  extent  of  his  learning ;  that 
as  to  himself,  he  viewed  his  accomplishments 
with  peculiar  admiration,  as  such  advantages 
were  extremely  rare,  at  so  early  a  period  of 
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Ufe;  but  that  he  could  not  JieJp  rggr^tting^  that 
such  splendid  talents,  should  he  euqplpyed  in  s|ip- 
porting  so  deplorable  a  c**use,  as  that  of  the 
Church  of  Rome. 

Francis,  who  had  no  time  to  lose,  took  pcca- 
sion  from  tbegejast  words  of  Bea?a>  to  enter  fully 
into  the  ohjwt  of  his  journey;  aud  he  did  it,  by 
conjuring  him  to  e^y,  if  he  was  r^Jly  convinced, 
that  salvation  was  a#aifiable  in  the  Catholic 
Church,  Thift  question  was  a  natural  consequence 
of  what  Beza  had  advanced;  he  was  however 
so  embarrassed  with*  it,  that  after  remaining  some 
time  without  making  a  reply,*  be  desired  Francis 
to  allow  him  £0  retire  a  few  moments  to  his  ca- 
binet, to  consider  more  fully  what  answer  he 
should  give.  H$  was  there  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  walking  about  with  much  hurry,  and  such 
a  degree  pf  uneasiness  painted  on  his  countenance, 
a«  indicated  the  agitation  of  his  heart,  and  the 
disorder  of  his  conscience.  Francis  employed  this 
time  in  beseeching  (Sod  with  extraordinary  fer- 
vour, that  he.  would  be  pleased  to  shew  mercy  to 
,tfeis  rman,  yvb<m  he  had  favoured  with  such  dis- 
tinguished graces,  and  who  on  account  of  his  great 
agpj  wa*  cwty  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  his  justice. 


.   *  Aug.  of  S*Ues.   Book, III. 
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But  there  are  crimes,  from  which  fife  sinner 
seldom  emerges;  this  the  authors  of  heresies  and 
schisms  have  but  too  often  fatally  experienced, 
and  we  have  upon  record  scarcely  any  instance* 
of  those,  who  after  abandoning  the  Church,  havfc 
sincerely  returned  to  its  pale.  To  fea  unfor- 
tunate collection  of  such  examples,  we  aire 
doomed  to  add  the  name  of  Theodore  Beza. 
Full  of  remorse  of  conscience,  he  returns  to 
Francis,  and  addresses  him  in  this  manner:* 
u  You  asked  me,  if  salvation  was  attainable  in 
the  Catholic  Chureh.  We  are  alone;  I  can  ex- 
pose my  real  sentiments;  yes,  I  believe  salva- 
tion to  be  there  attainable/' 

Francis  availing  himself  of  an  answer,  which 
gave  *him  such  a  manifest  advantage  over  Beza, 
observed,  that  he  must  therefore  believe  that  the 
Catholic  Church  was  the  true  Church ;  because  if 
it  were  not  the  Church  established  by  Christ,  it 
would  no  more  be  possible  to  obtain  salvation  in 
it,  than  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  deluge  to  be 
secured  from  destruction  without  entering  the 
ark.  .As  Beza  made  no  reply,  Francis  continued 
to  press  the  argument,  by  asking,  if  salvation  was 
attainable  in  the  Catholic  Church,  why  he  had 
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left  it  ?  Why  he  had  abandoned  its  communion*  tmd 
solicited  and  engaged  such  numbers  to  faMdW 
his  example?  He  observed  to  him,  that  nothing 
but  the  absolute  impossibility  of  being  saved  in 
the  Catholic  'Church,  could  justify  a  separation, 
which  had  produced  such  fatal  effects,  and  which 
was  still  attended  with  the  most  lamentable  con- 
sequences. 

Beza  replied,  that  they  were  not  the  authors  of 
the  schism ;  that  all  the  blame  of  that  event  rflust 
be  thrown  on  the  Catholic  Church,  who  had  ex- 
communicated them,  ejected  them  from  its  pate, 
and  treated  them  as  heretics,  with  whom  no  com- 
munication was  to  be  held.  4 

Francis  on  his  side  contended,  that  the  Catho- 
lic Church  had  done  only  what  the  conduct  of 
the  Calvinists  had  rendered  indispensably  neces- 
sary ;  that  in  all  well  regulated  societies  there  is 
a  supreme  judge  to  terminate  any  differences, 
which  may  arise  either  concerning  faith,  or  any 
other  question;  that  the  Calvinists  themselves 
acknowledged  this  supreme  authority*  toinch  some 
of  them  placed  in  the  national  synod,  as  the  Ca- 
tholics did  in  a  general  council;  that  all  indivi- 
duals, who  compose  such  a  society,  were  obliged 
to  submit  to  the  decision  of  this  supreme  judge ; 
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that  when  he  had  pronounced  on  the  merits  of  a. 
question,  there  was  no  farther  appeal  from  his 
authority  ;  that  without  such  a  resource  dispute* 
would  be  perpetuated  to  an  eternity,  and  the  most 
trifling  contest  could  never  be  brought  to  a  close  > 
that  if  it  happened  that  any  individuals  should 
think  proper  obstinately  to  persist  in  their  own 
sentiments,  refuse  to  admit  the  decision  of  the 
supreme  authority,  and  thus  proceed  to  a  separa- 
tion from  the  rest  of  the  society,  in  order  to  form 
private  associations,  the  blame  of  such  a  transac- 
tion could  not  fall  on  the  general  society,  which 
in  this,  instance  would  only  maintain  its  %  own 
rights,  and  follow  its  established  and  acknow- 
ledged laws;  but  that  the  'whole  weight  of  guilt 
would  fall  on  those  individuals,  who  should  re- 
fuse to  submit  to  the  laws  of  that  general  society, 
from  which  they  chose  to  commence  a  sepa- 
ration. ' 

He  added;  that  these  principles  should  he  ap- 
plied to  the  fact  under  consideration  ;  that  when 
Calvin  and  some  of  his  disciples,  1vho  wereonly 
private  meni  born  and  educated  in  the  Catholic 
Church,  subjected  to  its  laws  and  bound  to  ad- 
mit its  authority,  had  risen  against  the  mother 
Church,  accused  her  of  many  fundamental  errors, 
and  of  having  corrupted  the  word  of  God,  it 

vol.  l  v 
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was  not  just  and  rational,  that  they  should  con- 
stitute themselves  judges  of  the  difference;  that 
in  such  a  delicate  proceeding  recourse  was  to  be 
had  to  the  supreme  authority ;  that  the  Catho- 
lics had  adopted  that  method;  that  the  council 
Of  Trent  had  met  for  the  purpose,  had  spoken, 
bad  adjusted  the  difference,  had  decided  the  con- 
tested points;  that  the  Catholics,  agreeably  to 
the  established  order,  had  yielded  to  its  decisions; 
that  the  Calvinists  should  have  imitated  the  same 
conduct;  that  thus  their  proceedings  would  have 
been  orderly,  and  the  disputes  brought  to  a  con- 
clusion; and  at  this  hour  they  would  have  been 
united  in  the  same  communion.    But  thai  instead 
of  following  at  that  critical  juncture,  Hie  salu- 
tary regulations  established  by  Christ,  who  has 
given  to  the  Church  the  ultimate  power  of  de- 
ciding disputes,  they  had  made  themselves  judges 
in  their  own  cause;  they  had  even  proceeded 
farther ;  they  had  demolished  the  temples,  con- 
secrated to  the  same  God,  whom  they  adored; 
or  they  had  taken  possession  of  them  vio- 
lence, had  expelled  the  old  ministers  of  religion, 
who  were  peaceably  engaged  in  the  discharge  of 
their  functions ;  that  they  had  built  other  churches  ; 
that  they  had  raked  altar  agaiofit  altar,  and  usurped 
the  functions  of  the  sacred  ministry;  and  that, 
aftef  having  withdrawn  a  part  of  Europe  from  tk* 


Digitized  by 


o*  saus.  toe*  iw,  387 

jurisdiction  eS  their  ofcdinaiy  and  tegithnilt  pas- 
tors, tjwgr  had  established  themselw?  as  partem  #f 
the  people,  in  defiance  of  thai  Church,  which  be 
himself  acknowledged  to  be  the  true  Church,  and 
in  yrhich  he  believed  salvation  to  be  attainable. 
ft  After  this  undeniable  statement,"  $xclaup£d 
Francis  with  an  air  of  decision,  Wh*t  possible 
ground  oqn  be  alleged  for  the  chqjge  against  the 
Nathalie  Church,  that  she  was  the  cause  of  the 
schism,  and  thai  she  constrained  the  Calvinisms, 
by- unjust  and  precipitate  censures  to  teave  her 
communion?" 

1  Francis  perceiving  that  Beaa  was  not  disposal 
to  interrupt  hhn,  asked  whftf  plan  of  conduct 
would  bo  observed  in  his  communion  tow^cds 
individuals,  who  should  make  the  same  attempts 
agftinqt  the  body,  as  the  Calvinists  bad  wade 
against  the  Catholic  Church.  Beg*  replied,  that 
such  persons  would  not  he  condemned  without 
heuig  heard,  as  the  Catholic  Church  bad  done 
with  respeet  to  the  CaJvinists;  pad  that  if  it 
should  be  found  necessary  to  proceed  to  a  sen- 
tence of  condemnation,  the  true  rule  of  &fth 
would  be  followed;  which  was  by  no  means  the 
conduct  of  the  oouncil  of  Trent 

•        v  &. 
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Francis,  who  expected  this  answer,  replied, 
that  in  the  condemnation  of  false  doctrine,  it  was 
not  indispensably  necessary,  that  the  authors  of  it 
should  be  heard  in  their  defence;  that  other- 
wise an  anonymous  performance,  containing  the 
most  impious  doctrines,  could  never  be  subjected 
to  a  well  merited  sentence.    But  he  observed, 
that  something  more  could  be  said  respecting  the 
Protestants  ;  that  they  had  been  invited  to  the 
council  of  Trent ;  that  they  had  been  waited  for 
a  considerable  time;  that  it  had  depended  solely 
on  themselves  to  be  present  and  to  be  heard ;  that 
passes  had  been  offered  to  them  in  the  best  forms 
with  every  security  they  could  desire;  that  on 
their  refusal  to  appear,  their  works,  which  had 
been*  made  public,  and  of  which  the  true  mean- 
ing could  not  be  mistaken,  had  been  carefully 
consulted;  that  it  had  not  been  judged  proper, 
that  their  refusal  to  appear  should  prevent  the 
condemnation  of  their  doctrine;  that  m  all  courts 
of  judicature,  a  similar  conduct  bad  been  invari- 
ably adopted;  and  that  they  themselves  under 
similar  circumstances  would  ever  act  in  the  same 
manner. 

Beza  replied  that  the  Protestants  were  felly 
justified  in  refusing  to  appear  at  the  council  of 
Trent;  that  though  passes  were  certainly  offered 
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to  them  for  the  purpose,  .yejt  that  it  was  a  nor 
torious  fact,  that  Catholics  professed  a  general 
maxim  of  never  keeping  faith  with  heretics  ; 
that  the  violation  by  the  council  of  Constance  of 
the  safe-conduct  granted  to  the  Hussites,  was  a 
proof  so  notorious  to  the  world  of  this  assertion, 
that  it  could  not  remain  a  matter  of  doubt;  that 
alter  such  an  example,  those  whom  the  Catholics 
regarded  as  heretics,  could  repose  no  confidence 
in  any  security  of  this  nature,  which  might  be 
offered  them,  as  there  n$ver  was  a  safe-conduct 
more  ample,  or  presented  in  a  better  form,  than 
that  granted  by  the  Emperor  Sigismond  to  John 
liuss;  that  notwithstanding,  the  council  of  Con- 
stance  had  thought  proper  to  break  through-  this 
security  in  the  person  of  the  same  John  Hups, 
and  his  disciple  Jerom  of  Prague.  .  t 

Francis  replied;  that  this  reproach  against  the 
Catholics  of  violating  faith  with  heretics,  was  aa 
old  calumny  so  frequently  refuted,  that  he  was  at 
a  loss  to  discover,  how  it  eould  be  revived;,  that 
the  Catholics  were  so  convinced  of  the  obligation 
of  keeping  faith  with  persons  of  every  description, 
without  any  exception  whatever,  that  neither  the 
example  of  the  council  of  Constance,  even  were  it 
s&ch  as  it  was  represented,  nor  any  other  autho- 
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rtty,  *btild  ever  dtor  ttfefr  Seritinients  in  thfe 
{filllu1lh& 

He  added  thai  the  irttein]pierttte  heat  of  the 
fenttnies  of  the  Church,  had  |j*ottttteed  tbb  ttiucb 
WHefflW§  and  aterihtttay  with  fresffect  tbthb  tJrahs* 
fcctfons  W  Cbh3te*tfc>  *nd  had  p*eve*ted  thent 
frfrn  examihirig  the  Memorable  &ct  nrtAer  tett& 
detatfion  ifrfth  cttrtittbii  candonr ;  that  iftost  tesnr- 
edly  the  safr-cbndtoct  granted  by  the  Erafleror 
had  been  Rotated  ;  but  that  as  Constance  Wtta 
free  tb#n,  goVekrted  by  A  magistrate  ^jbyfng 
W^refoe  atfthbrity,  he  aWftte  tyas  Cot»pe«ettt  to  tfre 
a  Safe*cbtidHct  totttrin  the  tbtfn  and  the  limits  of 
his  jnrisdictton$  that  John  Huss*,  afcaire  of  this 
cfrcumftanbe,  had  Stained  a  i*fe4biiduct  frelh 
this  sovereign  migtetiratts1;  that  this  iftstrbhafeht 
being  given  -with  certain  conditions  and  restric- 
tibbh,'  &at  Johft  iHnss  and  lis  associates, 
fcavfcig  violated  the  tWnditfcBtt  efptfelssly  cbttCakted 
In  ffife  Sate^bnAact,  the  t<Wndl  of  tSeWftahCe 
tttfought  that  it  «ould  He  ho  purity  fhtth  ^tittfob- 
fc&nt;  and  that  the  fltthteft  of  tfrtlt'asSeAAly  iMM 
rffe^ei  be  charged  Vfth  Vfoktiftg  pnb&ei  titth  i» 
cbhflfttttinng  persons  Whb  bad  *«kbb\riedgW'&t>ir 
tribhttali  and  sttbtaftted  tb  their  judgHtetf. 
FrasWis  farther  relnan'ked,  that,  Iriiallev*  Hi* 
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might  be  made  of  this  example  of  the  council  of 
Constance,  it  formed  no  rale  of  conduct  in  the 
Catholic  Church;  that  Catholics  were  fidty  con- 
vinced, that,  when  they  had  given  their  word  to 
any  human  being,  they  were  under  a  conscien- 
tious oMigation  of  keeping  it. 

To  this  clear  and  satisfactory  statement,  Befca 
made  no  reply.     Fraaets  therefore  asked  him, 
what  was  the  rule  of  faith,  which  the  couhctt  of 
Trent  had  net  followed  ?  Beza  answered  that  the 
scripture  alone  was  this  true  rule  of  faith  ;  that 
nevertheless  the  council  in  many  of  its  decisions 
had  followed  another.    Francis  not  thinking  it 
needful  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  fact,  con- 
fined hittiself  to  an  examination  of  the  principle, 
and  replied  to  Beza,  that  as  the  holy  fceriptutfe 
Aaght  hew  many  interpretations,  and  coWd  wit 
explain  itself,  it  was  necessary,  that  thete  slttwrid 
efcist  in  the  Church,  some  authority,  which  might 
claim  the  right  of  expounding  and  of  ascertaining 
the  true  meaning.    Beza  insisted  that  this  autho- 
rity was  not  necessary;  that  every  one  among  the 
faithful  possessed  ihe  right  «f  determining  tfie 
-sense  of  the  scripture;  that  the  rfcriptiire  was  not 
obscure;  thaft  the  Hcdy  Spirit  sufficiently  inspired 
m  all  (he  faithfulto  comprehend  the  true  meaning  «f 
the  sacred  oracles. 
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Francis  did  not  fail  to  take  advantage  of  an 
uiiswer,  which  it  was  easy  for  him  to  foresee. 
The  point  was  of  essential  consequence;  the  dis- 
cussion turned  upon  the  rule  of  faith,  that  is, 
upon  the  foundation  of  all  /disputes ;  and  if  this 
be  unsound,  the  whole  superstructure  raised 
upon  it,  falls  by  its  own  weight  to  the  ground. 
He  therefore  asked  his  adversary  in  a  tone  of 
earnestness,  how  it  happened  that  since  the  holy 
scripture  was  so  perfectly  clear,  the  Protestants 
themselves  had  giv^n  interpretations  of  it,  so 
widely  different,  and  often  of  a  contradictory 
nature  £  Why  did  Luther,  who  passed  among 
them  as  a  man  inspired  by  God,  understand  the 
words  of  the  institution  of  the  Eucharist,  in  a  sense 
implying  the  real  presence,  while  Calvin  con- 
tended for  the  figurative  meaning,  and  thus  esta- 
blished a  doctrine  in  perfect  contradiction  to  the 
first  reformer  ?  What  proof  could  be  adduced 
that  such  a  degree  of  inspiration  was  granted  by 
the  Divine  Spirit  to  all  the  faithful  ?  Wasit  appa- 
rent, that  this  inspiration  would  be  given  rather 
to  John  Calvin,  than  to  the  Church,  whom  the 
Holy  Scripture  calls  the  pillar,  that  is  the  sup- 
port of  truth  ?  What  well-founded  assurance  can 
be  afforded,  that  these  pretended  inspirations 
proceed  from  the  Divine  Spirit,  and  not  from  the 
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spirit  of  error,  which,  agreeably  to  the  same 
scripture,  often  transforms  himself  into  an  angel 
of  light  to  seduce  the  faithful  ?  Beza  was  ex- 
tremely embarrassed  at  all  these  questions,  which 
formed  so  many  convincing  proofs  of  the  fallacy 
of  what  he  had  advanced.  But  in  the  heat  of  a 
dispute  men  are  usually  disposed  rather  to  give 
a  bad  answer  than  none  at  all;  he  therefore 
contended,  that  as  the  understanding  of  the  scrip- 
ture was  absolutely  necessary  to  the  Church,  that 
is  to  the  faithful  who  compose  it,  there  could  be 
no  ground  of  doubt,  that  the  divine  spirit,  who 
governs  the  Church  invisibly,  would  make  the 
divine  oracles  intelligible  by  secret  inspirations, 
as  that  was  his  usual  way  of  enlightening  the 
mind,  and  affecting  the  heart  ? 

As  this  could  not  be  considered  in  any  other 
light  than  as  a  repetition  of  the  same  answer  in 
different  words,  Francis  proceeded  to  ask,  if  the 
Divine  Spirit  gave  these  inspirations  to  all  who 
read  the  scripture  with  a  sincere  desiffe  to  under- 
stand it,  or  to  some  only  ?  "  If  they  are  given  to 
■all,"  added  he,  "  how  happens  it  that  the  Catho* 
lies,  the  far  greater  number  of  Christians,  are  not 
equally  favoured,  but  are  obliged  to  have  recourse 
to  the  Church,  to  the  pillar  of  truth,  in  order  to 
have  the  true  meaning  of  the  divine  oracles? 
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Cm  it  be  asserted,  with  any  appearauce  of  retsop, 
that  by  rneara  of  thefce  boosted  inspirations*  every 
private  persbn  becomes  acquainted  with  the  truth; 
but  that  when  all  art  assembled  m  a  body,  they 
drop  this  salutary  knowledge?  But  if  on  the  con- 
trary,, all  the  feithfel  are  not  gifted  with  tins  in- 
spired knowledge,  but  only  some  pail  of  the  flock 
of  Christ,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  absolute  ne- 
cessity, to  have  certain  marks,  by  whicb  these 
&voured  spirits  may  be  distinguished;  for  what- 
ever assurances  an  individual  may  give,  that  be 
possesses  a  portion  of  this  infused  knowledge, 
we  can  never  be  obliged  to  believe  hkn  on  his 
word/' 

These  inconveniences  arising  from  the  syfcten, 
were  more  than  sufficient  to  destroy  the  pre- 
teuded tosprraticms  ctf  Beza.  Bui  fVaacis^  %ho 
was  wiHing  completely  to  convince  him,  that  the 
Calvinists*  so  far  from  being  entifled  to  the  ap- 
pellation #f  reformers  of  the  faith,  knew  not  fffti 
vrtwt  was  *be  true  rule,  hy  which  it  wus  to  he 
**orrtained,  continued  to  ippegs  Ins  adversary,  and 
to  demonstrate,  that  were  we  to  admit  Ibese  in- 
spirations as  real,  it  would  foHow  by  aa  inevitable 
txmsequenoe^  «h*t  the  Spirit  of  God  dftctti  he- 
stowed  inspiration^  contradictory  to  <each -other. 
Inprotf  of  this,  he  mentioned  Luther,  who  rejects 
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certain  books  of  the  scripture,  which  Calvin  re* 
cfeiteS  ft*  Canonical;  and  he  observed*  that  the 
fbriner  finds  the  real  ptesfcttca  in  the  scripture, 
While  thfe  latter  see*  only  the  figurative  meaning. 
He  then  contended,  With  great  force  of  reasonings 
that  it  was  not  probable,  that  the  Almighty  would 
have  tetbaftd<toed  thte  faithful  during  so  many  ages 
to  the  delusion  of  error,  and  that  he*  resetted 
these  inspirations  ibr  a  few  individuals  of  the  kst 
ceatutyj  that  he  Could  hate  concealed  so  much 
light  from  so  many  humble  and  learned  doctors, 
Whose  sole  occupation  was  an  enquiry  after  truth* 
in  order  to  diffuse  it  on  John  Calvin,  and  to  open 
to  fcfttt  tile  hidden  treasures  of  ftith. 

Frantis  conceded  fr&tfi  all  these  observation*, 
ttttk  the  CahinistS,  so  far  from  having  any  tight 
to  aitfaigh  the  Caih&lic  Chirtich  on  the  subject  of 
ks  dftCtrfoe,  and  %d  charge  the  council  of  Trent 
With  not  having  followed  the  true  rule  of  fkftk, 
Were  thettfeefvefc  unacquainted  M;  that  tift 
the  supposition  that  Ate  scripture  was  so  vety 
clear,  thttft  «H  the  tkitbfcfl  toUlA  fctadfcfc*and  it 
without  any  extraordinary  assistance,  area  it  pfc 
Vttte  persons  were  to  enjoy  tiife  right  «of  explaining 

mth  a  method  would  wet  ke  found  to  preclude 
aH  agreement,  on  the  subject  of  religion,  «Ud 
would  lead  to  every  species  of  dtffereftce  and  dis- 
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mention  on  the  most  important  pf  all  concerns; 
that  by  allowing,  without  any  foundation  what- 
ever, those  pretended  inspirations,  besides  tjie 
inconveniences  already  specified,  a  dopr  would  be 
opened  to  the  wildest  fanaticism. 

The  conference  had  hitherto  been  conducted 
with  great  temper ;  and  Beza,  who  valued  him- 
self much  on  a  spirit  of  moderation,  and  who  had 
always  blamed  heat  and  asperity  in  religious  dis- 
putes, had  certainly  conferred  with  Francis  with 
decorum  and  politeness;  when  the  latter,  in 
order  fully  to  ,  convince  his  adversary,  by  an  ex- 
ample drawn  from  the  conduct  of  the  Calvinists 
themselves,  of  the  inconveniences  which  he  had 
specified,  thought  proper  to  add  a  historical 
anecdote,  which  many  persons  then  living  had 
heard  from  the  mouth  of  Emmanuel  PhiHbert, 
the  Duke  of  Savoy.    This  Prince,  said  Francis, 
used  to  relate,  that  he  had  assisted  at  the  confe- 
rence of  Cormasse  ;*  that  many  ministers  £ad 
made  their  appearance  in  that  place,  and  that 
noile  of  the  leaders  of  the  party  were  absent ;  that 
the  leading  subject  of  their  deliberations  was  to 
produce  a  confession  of  faith ;  but  that  not  being 
able  to  come  to  any  agreement  on  the  subject; 

 .  ,  it  r* 

*  A  Calvinistlc  Synod  held  in  1527- 
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they  had  all  left  the  assembly  one  after  another, 
as  (no  one  would  give  up  his  own  opinion,  and 
their  sentiments  were  so  widely  different  on  a  sub- 
ject of  this  importance ;  and  that  the  conference 
was  closed  in  this  manner,  without  any  other  effect, 
than  that  of  exposing  the  Calvinists  to  the  ridi- 
cule of  the  Catholics/  The  Duke,  Francis  ob- 
served, who  was  a  man  of  sense  and  ingenuity, 
remarked,  that  the  Calvinists,  so  far  from  un- 
derstanding the  scripture,  could  not  produce 
any  agreement  among  their  learned  doctors; 
that  their  inspirations  must  be  yevy  contradic- 
tory, as  these  differences  perpetually  appeared ; 
he  added,  that  he  never  knew  Protestants  to 
agree  in  any  single  article,  except  the  hatrfed* 
which  they  bore  to  the  Catholic  Church,  while 
they  lived  in  perfect  harmony  with  other  sects, 
whom  they  accused  of  error  and  impiety. 

This  historical  trait  roused  the  feelings  of  Beza, 
iwre  than  any  thing  that  Francis  had  hitherto 
advanced.  He  appeared  much  disposed  to  ques- 
tion the  veracity  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  ;  but  the 
fyct  was  public  and  undeniable;  the,  whole 
weight  of  his  resentment  therefore  fell  upon 
Francis,  whom  fee  treated  with  rudeness  and  in- 
*olence.  But  this  truly  humble  man,  who  was 
o*t*el*v*ted  with  the  advantage  which  he  had  ob- 
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taiiied  over  a  person  ef  the  credit  and  reputation 
of  Beza,  pad  who  had  no  other -ebjeet  in  *iew, 
than  to  gain  him  to  Christ,  replied  with  90  much 
meekness,  that  Beza  was  ashamed  of  the  violence, 
Jpto  which  he  had  been  betrayed  ;  he  ihade  a 
handsome  apology,  and  tile  eonfereii<te  'ffatis 
ended.  Beza  full  of  esteem  for  Francis,  beggted 
him  te  repeat  bis  visit,  and  assured  him,  that  he 
might  do  it  with  the  utmost  security. 

Francis  on  his  return  to  Thonon,  wrote  to  the 
Pope,  to  give  him  an  account  of  the  state  of  the 
CatholH  religion  jn  (Chabfais,  and  of  the  confe- 
rence which  he  had  held  by  his  order  with  The- 
odore Beza.  In  this  letter  he  assures  his  HoJi- 
ness,  that  Beza  was  not  averse  to  Catholic  senti- 
ments J  that  the  acknowledgment  which  he  had 
made,  thfrt  falvatien  was  attainable  in  the  Ca- 
tholic Church;  was  a  manifest  proof  of  his  dispo- 
sitions; byt  that  the  reputation;  which  he  bad 
acquired  among  the  Calvuprta,  a**d  particularly 
the  considerate  establishment  whidh  he  had  Ob- 
tained, were  more  powerful  iie&,  to  strengthen 
hi*  connection  with  the  party,  than  any  f ea*Ms 
wiyeh  he  had  adduced  in  defence  of  his  r#t%k>ufe 
opinions.  He  therefore  entreated  hie  Holiness  tb 
signify  hi*  pleasure  on  the  swbjjefctr  ohseppfag 
tjhat  the  ^otweraio*  of  Beza  4rm  -a  \wA  Worthy 
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eJ  hid  pontificate  *»4  of  hi*  paternal  s*lkit**de  ; 
and  that  wka&w  offers  wight  he  rd*de  to  Bfl?a, 
Ike  adfaniage  <*f  bis  return  |q  the  Gathotio 
CJbureh        fcot  be  toe  highly  ^pr^toi 

*  The  Pope  answered  tht*  letter  fey  a  brfcsf, 
dated  the  29th  of  Jtf*y,  1597,  aid  the  Sthyea* 
of  his  pontificate.  He  On  tbis  occasion  corigr^ 
tulates  Francis  on  the  progress  of  the  Catholic 
rt%k>*  in  (^ablais,  which  he  escribes  to  his 
seal;  he  exherta  him  to  continue  hi*  apostolio 
labours  wd  hi*  solicitude  for  the  conversion  o£ 
Reza;  and  be  gives  him  fnjl  powers  to  treaH  w&h 
th*&  reformer,  and  to  make  hitn  the  offers  which 
mil  be  mentioned  in  the  proper  place. 

i  To  comply  with  the  wdersof  bis  Holiness 
Francis  returned  twiee  to  Geneva,  where  he  had 
tffo  conference*  with  JBew*  the  &rst  without  any 
witness;  the  aeeond  in  the  pr^eaeeef  the  preaU 
dent  Fawe*  who  wa*  deswoija,  Of  amending  e» 
the  QGceiMw*  The  ttttwy^tw*  related  t?  the 
neeewify  of.  good  wqrfcs;  to  the  co-operation  of 
free  w&U  with  graces  and  mwy  other  very  impor- 
tant points.    Beza  did  not  indeed  yield  w  the 
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contest ;  but  he  was  so  much  overpowered  %  the 
superiority  of  hi*  adversary,  that  in  taking  le&ve 
of  Francis,  with  whose  gentleness  and  meekness 
he  had  been  enchanted,  he  pressed  his  hand,  and 
lifting  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  he  said  with  a  deep 
sigh :  "  If  I  am  not  in  the  right  rpad,  I  beg  of 
God  daily,  that  in  his  infinite  mercy,  he  would 
be  pleased  to  direct  my  steps." 

These  last  words  of  Beza  determined  Fraud* 
to  return  a  fourth  time  to  Geneva,  in  order  to 
confer  with  him  without  witnesses;  On  visiting 
him  he  said,  that  he  came  not  to  dispute,  but  to 
speak  to  him  with  the  utmost  cordiality  and 
friendship,  on  the  most  important  affair,  which 
could  possibly  interest  him,  his  return  to  the 
Catholic  Church;  that  he  begged  his  permission 
to  say  with  the  utmost  freedom,  whatever  he 
thought;  and  he  desired  him  to  attribute  to  the 
esteem  which  he  had  for  him,  and  to  his  ardent 
desire  of  procuring  his  salvation,  whatever  fceal 
might  urge  him  to  advance,  in  order  to  induce 
him  to  embark  in  a  concern,  on  whkh  hia 
eternal  happiness,  or  eternal  misery  essentially 
depended.  , 

Beza,  vfho  had  begun  to  entertain  a  real  esteem 
for  Francis,  and  wh6  could  not. but  feel  a  tender 
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regard  for  a  man,  whose  charms  were  irresistible, 
when  he  attempted  to  secure  confidence,  replied, 
that  such  conduct  would  give  him  pleasure ;  that 
he  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  sincerity  of  hi*  in- 
tentions ;  that  there  was  no  person  in  the  world, 
whom  he  would  listen  to  with  more  pleasure, 
than  to  him;  that  he  was  not  able  to  withhold 
from  him  either  his  esteem  or  his  confidence;  and 
that  there  was  no  one,  whom  he  would  more 
willingly  oblige. 

Francis  having  ascertained  the  good  disposi- 
tions of  Reza  towards  him,  was  determined  to 
embrace  the  favourable  moment ;  and  resuming  the 
history  of  the  transactions  which  had  taken  place, 
he  informed  him,  that  whatever  ardour  he  perso- 
nally felt  to  promote  his  return  to  the  Catholic 
Church,  he  had  hitherto  taken  no  step  to  forward 
this  purpose,  But  by  the  express  orders  of  the 
Pope ;  that  he  had  about  him  the  briefs,  which 
*  would  attest  the  truth  of  what  he  asserted;* 
that  he  had  lately  received  one,  which  he  had 
purposely  brought  for  his  inspection,  by  which 
his  Hdliness  offered  him  an  honourable  retreat  in 
any  situation  which  he  should  choose,  with  a 
pension  of  four  thousand  Crowns  of  gold;  he  like- 
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wise  agreed ,  to  take  his  effects  and  his  books  at 
his  own  valuation,  and  held  out  every  possible 
security,  which  Beza  might  be  disposed  to  re- 
quire. 

Such  a  proposal  was  to  Beza,  a  subject  of  deep 
surprise;  as  his  attention  was  naturally  engaged 
with  the  extraordinary  event,  Francis  proceeded 
to  observe,  that  his  Holiness  did  hot  think  it 
equitable,  to  induce  him  to  leave  the  advantages, 
which  he  enjoyed  in  the  Calvinistic  communion, 
without  offering  an  equivalent,  tvhich  would  im- 
prove his  situation ;  that  the  offers,  which  he  was 
commissioned  to  make,  were  not  intended  to 
corrupt  bis  integrity;  that  there  existed  a  perfect 
conviction,  that  a  man  of  his  enlightened  mind, 
did  not  make  interest  the  ruling  principle  of 
his  conduct,  in  an  affair,  in  which  the  voice  of 
conscience  alone  should  be  heard ;  that  the  offer 
was  merely  a  temporal  compensation,  in  order  to 
provide  for  his  support,  which  he  might  rati- 
onally look  for,  if  the  proposal  had  not  been 
made ;  that  at  the  same  time,  after  such  a  decent 
provision  for  his  maintenance  should  be  ensured, 
human  considerations  should  possess  no  farther 
influence ;  that  he  had  now  reached  a  period  of 
life,  when  the  concern  for  his  salvation  should 
engross  his  undivided  attention;  that  the  time  of 
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tnercy  was  rapidly  passing",  to  make  place  for  that 
of  justice;  that  God  spoke  to  him  by  Wis  mouth, 
perhaps  for  the  last  time,  and  that  the  day  would 
undoubtedly  come,  when  he  would  feel  a  bitter, 
but  a  late  and  unavailing  regret*  if  he  should  re- 
fuse to  listen  to  the  charitable  suggestion;  that  in 
making  such  an  overture/  nothing  extraordinary 
was  proposed ;  that  he  was  not  asked  to  leave  a 
religion,  which  he  had  received  from  his  fathers, 
and  haji  cherished  from  the  earliest  period  of  life; 
but  to  resume  the  profession  of  that,  in  which  he 
had  been  born  and  educated,  and  which;  he  bad 
publicly  recognised  by  his  practice  for  a:  consider- 
able part  of  his  life  ;  thai;  be  was  fully  aware  of 
the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to  quit  it  ; 
that  it  was  not  possible  to  disguise  or  paHiate 
them  ;  that  he  might  deceive  men?;  perhaps  him- 
self, but  that  it  was  utterly  impracticable  to  eludfe 
the  search  of  the  Almighty;  that  nothing  could 
escape  either  His  knowledge  or  His  justice;  and 
that  it  was  a  circumstance  awftilly  dreadful  to  fall 
into  His  hands,  after  having  so  often  rejected  tfofc 
offers  of  His  grace;  that  he  begged  him  to  recol- 
lect his  own  avowed  opinion,  that  salvation  was 
attainable  in  the  Catholic  Church  ;  that  such  an 
avowal  Should  have  a  peculiar  weight  in  influenc- 
ing hi*  determination  to  return  to  his  ancient 
religion,  since  the  Catholics,  who  were  so  numer- 
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eus,  and  displayed  a  countless  list  of  virtuous  and 
learned  persons,  could  not  say  as  much  of  the 
Calvinistic  communion;  that  in  an  affair  of  such 
importance  as  etefnal  salvation,  the  safest  side 
was  always  to  he  chosen  ;  and  that  when  a  man 
had  once  taken  a  wrong  step,  to  recede  from  the 
dangerous  purpose,  was  highly  honourable  to  the 
actor. 

Whilst  Francis  was  making  this  impressive 
address,  the  unfortunate  Beza,  who  knew  the 
truth,  but  could  not  excite  in  his  mind  a  determi- 
nation to.  follow  it,  with  his  eyes  cast  on  the 
ground,  preserved  a  profound  silence;  and  felt 
all  those  secret  reproaches,  which  a  troubled 
conscience  is  so  apt  to  inspire  on  such  a  trying; 
occasion.  But  human  respect,  inveterate  habits, 
the  shame  of  retracting  error,  secret  connections, 
of  which  a  jnan  at  his  period  of  life  could  never  be 
suspected,  prevented  his  determination,  and  se- 
cured his  attachment  to  his  party,  though  he  was 
full  well  aware  on  what  unsubstantial  ground  it 
•  stood. 

Francis  was  waiting  to  see  the  result  of  this 
irresolution ;  land  judging  of  the  heart  of  Beza  by 
his  own,  he  hoped  that  he  would  at  length  be 
induced  to  follow  the  light  of  bis  conscience. 
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But  how  unavailing  is  the  force  of  human  reason* 
against  a  will  seduted  by  evil,  abandoned  to  its 
passions,  labouring  under  the  weight  of  invete~* 
rate  habits,  and  held  in  captivity  under  the  law 
of  sin!  To  overcome  such  formidable  obstacles/  a 
grace  of  the  highest  kind  is  neeessary,  such  as 
that  which  converted  a  St.  Paul,  or  a  St.  Au- 
gustine; but  favours  of  this  distinguished  nature 
are  rarely  bestowed  on  the  authors  of  heresies  and 
schisms.  Beza  experienced  the  truth  of  this  with 
many  others  of  the  same  class.  Instead,  of  the 
favourable  answer,  which  Francis  was  ,  waiting 
for,  he  replied,  that,  though  he  was  fully  ,  satis- 
fied that  salvation  was  attainable  *in  the  Catholic 
Church,  he  did  n<?t  despair  of  saving  hi?  soul  in 
the  Calvinistic  communion.  *  Francis  did  not 
think  it  prudent  to  urge  the  matter  farther  *t  that 
time ;  he  rather  deemed  it  expedient  to  allow  him 
leisure  to  reflect  on  the  proposal  which  he  bad 
made;  and  he  flattered  himself  with  hopes  of 
completing  in  another  visit,  wb&t  he  bad  so  hap- 
pily begun. 

But  the  favourable  moment  jmc*  recurred; 
his  frequent  visits  had  excited  the  strongest  sus- 
picions at  Geneva;  and  he  was  informed,  that,  in 

*  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  III. 
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the  wnt  of  .  1ms  return  to /that  place,  a  resolution 
faadwbden  taken  td  dispatch  him,  and  that  Beza 
was  watched  with  such  suspicious  vigilance,  as 
prevented  all  access  to  his  person.  Some  years 
afterwards  this  minister  was  seized  with  a  serious 
illness;  and  feeling  the  approach  of  death;  he 
deiired  to  see  Francis.  This  gratification  being 
refilled  b&m\,  it  is  asserted  that  he  repented  of 
having  leftl  the  Catholic  Church,  and  that  he  re- 
tracted his  former  errors ;  hut  as  he  died  in  the 
hands  of  the  Calvinists,  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain 
with  precise  accuracy,  a  fact  of  this  impor- 
tance. 

It  is  apparent,  that  libertinism,  contributed  not 
a  little  to*,  the  apostacy  of  Theodore  Jfyeza ;  indeed 
certain  works,  whteh  he  afterwards  published, 
kave  no  doubt  on  the  subject.  *  A  fact  recorded 
by  the  anonymous  historian  of  St.  Francis  of 
Sales,  fiirnishes  a  proof  not  less  decisive  of  this 
circumstance.  That  author  relates,  that  Henry  IV, 
dispatched  to  Geneva,  Deshayes,  governor  of 
Montargis,  on  *ome  secret  business;  he  there 
formed  an  acquaintance  with  Beza ;  and  as 
they  were  both  of  a  gay  'disposition,  they  soon 
were  united  by  a  very  intimate  friendship,  and 
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made  the  depositaries  of  each  other's  secrets. 
Deshayes  being  ttne  day  engaged  i»  very  familiar 
Conversation  with  Beza,  thought  proper  to  ask 
him  what  was  the  leading  reason/  which  con- 
nected him  so  dosely  with  the  Calvinists.  Beza 
made  no  answer ;  but  having  called  into  *his  pre- 
sence a- beautiful  young  girl,  whoiivfedwhh  him, 
he  said  :  ec  That  is  the  principal  reason  which 
convinces  me  of  the  excellence  of  my  religion. " 
Deshayes  was  struck  with  surprise  at  this  answer, 
as  Beza  was  at  that  time  extremely  advanced  in 
age,  and  might  be  supposed  to  have  relinquished 
the  weaknesses  of  his  youth.  After  this  it  mfey 
safely  be  pronounced,  that  tl^e  Christian  religion 
must  have  been  changed  in  its  great  and  peculiar 
characteristics  front  the  fipst  appearance  of  Calvin, 
if  God  had  chosen  Such -men  to  reform  his  Church, 
and  to  impart  to  thee*  truths,  unknown  to  so 
many,  gaints,  so  enlightened,  so  humble,  so  de- 
tached from  the  worlds  solely  intent  on  Him, 
and  on  the  hopes  of  i  future  life. 

Francis  was  extremely  affected  at  the  death  erf 
Beza,  as  he  had  never  despaired  of  his  return  to 
the  Catholic  Church.  But  God  compensated 
this  loss  by  the  benediction,  which  He  was 
pleased  to  bestow  on  his  apostolic  labours.  Three 
ministers,  and  the  first  magistrate  of  Thonon, 
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ware  admitted  to  the  Catholic  communion;  and 
their  example  was  emulously  followed  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  Thouon;  and  as  the  number  of  the 
Catholics  now  exceeded  that  of  the  Calvinists,  the 
first  magistrate  insisted,  that  the  city  should  be 
considered  as  a  Catholic  city.  In  consequence  of 
this  idea,  he  himself  wrote  to  the  Pope  in  the 
name  of  the  city,  to  request  him  to  look  upon  the 
inhabitants  as  bis  children,  and  to  pay  him  the 
homage  due  to  the  father  of  the  faithful. 

The  success  of  the  mission  was  not  less  consi- 
derable in  the  other  parte  of  Chablais  and  the 
bailiwicks;  whole  parishes  came  in  a  body  to  ab- 
jure heresy;  and  the  prospect  of  a  general  con- 
version was  now  so  great,  that  the  Bishop  of 
Geneva  considered  it  a  duty  to  lend  his  co-opem- 
tiop  to  the  work,  by  his  presence  and  his  apostolic 
solicitudf .  He  accordingly  repaired  to  Tboneo, 
attended  by  a  considerable  number  of  learned 
Jesuits,  Capuchins  and  other  ecclesiastics,  des- 
tined for  the  government  of  parishes,  the  esta- 
blishment of  which  could  be  no  longer  delayed. 

*  This  aid  arrived  at  a  seasonable  time;  for 
Francis  being  obliged  to  accompany  the  Bishop 
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of*  Geneva,  who  Was  returning  to  Atmeey,  was 
there  seized  with  illness  in  consequence  of  the 
fatigues  which  he  had  undergone  for  the  conversion 
of  Chablais.  His  indisposition  was  violent,  hut  of 
short  duration;  and  he  was  expected  to  rpttim  to 
Chablais  when  an  alarm  was  raised,  that  a  pesti- 
lential disorder  was  raging  in  Savoy,  and  that 
•  Ahnecy  was  afflicted  with  the  infection.  No- 
thing more  was  necessary  to  induce  him  to  devote 
himself  to  the  service  of  the  unfortunate  sufferer*. 
On  that  subject  he  observed,  that  the  first  atten- 
tion was  to  be  given  to  those  who  were  in  the- 
greatest  want ;  that  in  Chablais  there  were  per- 
sons more  capable  than  himself;  thai  they  might 
now  dispense  with  his  services ;  that  the  same 
could  not  be  said  of  those  who  were  seized  with 
the  pestilence;  that  they  were  in  danger  of  being 
abandoned  by  alt  the  world;  that  the  apprehen- 
sion of  this  dreadful  scourge  made  suc|i  extraor- 
dinary impressions  on  the  mind/ that  parents  were 
observed  to  abandon  <heir  children,  children  their 
parents,  wives  their  husbands;  and  what  was 
more  melancholy/  pastors  were  sometimes  seen  tb 
retire  from  their  flocks,  who  were  left  to  perish 
without  the  sacraments,  and  were  thus  deprived 
of  that  assistance,  which  <5od  had  provided  to 
facilitate  the  passage  from  time  to  eternity;  that 
there  are  few  occasions  in  which  more  heroic  and 
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mmrer  dkiateresied  charity  may  be  exercised  ;  that 
for  this  reason  «uoh  Opportunities  should  be  highly 
appreciated;  thai  it  was  a  cpncenj  of  no  conse- 
quence to  Jive,  but  a  matter  of  the  highest  im- 
portance to  die  wpll. 

The  Bishop  Qf  Geneva,  who  knew  how  ne- 
cessary the  prince  of  Francis  was  in  Chablais/ 
coyld  pot  observe,  this  resolution  which  he  had 
forpttd,  without  astonishment  and  a  certain  share 
of  uneasiness;  and  his  authority  alone  was  able  to 
prevent  the  execution  of  his  design.    But  Francis 
wa#  not  one  of  those  bold  and  headstrong  spirits, 
1*4**  can  never  relinquish  their  first  conceptions,, 
wfeo  proceed  with  invincible  obstinacy  in  the  path 
.which  they  have  once  chosen  for  themselves,  and 
wha  acknowledge  neither  superior  authority  nor 
subornation,  wheathey  have  persuaded  them- 
selves  to,believe,  that  God  tails  them  to  the  per- 
formance of  functions,  for  which  in  fact  they 
have  no  other  vocation  than  their  own  will.  A 
dangerous  illusion  this,  which  often  spoils  the 
fruit  of,  the  most  holy  enterprises. 

.  Fraijucis  had  too  exalted  a  notion  of  the  merit  of 
obedience, ,  not, t<*  yield  to  the. authority  of  his 
•Bishop, ,  on  an  .occasion,  in  which  he  could  not 
expect  to;  succeed  without  a  particular  vocation 
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fejf  God.  He  represented  *o  his  superior  with  hfs 
Usual  modesty,  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
flevote  himself  to  the  service  of  those  infected 
with  the  pestilence;  but  that  prelate  had  m 
wonet  testified  hk  disapprobation  of  thef  design, 
and  his  sincere  conviction  that  God  required  him 
to  return  to  Chablais,  than  he  prepared  for  his 
departure,  in  order  to  resnme  those  laborious 
functions,  which  had'  been  interrupted  by  his 
illness. 

A  dispatch  arrived  at  the  same  time,  whith 
obliged  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  to  return  to  Cha- 
Wais.  The  information  cbnveyed  was,  that  *  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  had  passed -the  mountains,  and 
was  on  his  road  to  Thonon,  to  wiaftJ  for  the  Car- 
dinal of  Medici,  who  was  returning  from  Pr»nce, 
thither  he  had  been  sent  in  quality  of  legate. 

After  ten  years  *)f  civil  and  foreign  wars,  the 
Cardinal  had  brought  <o  a  conclusion  the  peace 
ofiVervihs.  1  The  Duke  of- Savoy  had  been  ii** 
eluded  in  the  treaty ;  and  the  difference  respecting 
tiie  Marquisate  of  Salucca,  had  been  referred  to 
the  arbitration  of  the  Pope,  who  was  to  pro- 
nounce on  the  merits  of  the  question  within  a  year  * 

*  Perefix.  history  of  Henry  the  'Great.    Third  part. 
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The  Cardinal  of  Medici,  who  was  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  this  affair,  was  well  able  to  ob- 
tain a  decision  in  favour  of  the  Duke;  and  it  was 
mot  doubted,  that  the  judgment  of  the  Pope, 
would  be  guided  by  the  opinion  of  the  legate. 
It  was  therefore  a  matter  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance to  the  Duke  to  secure  his  influence;  and 
with  this  view  he  had  left  Turin  to  receive  him 
at  the  eritrance  of  his  dominions.  A  greater 
honour  he  could  not  have  bestowed  on  the  Em- 
peror, or  on  the  King  of  France,  if  they  had  vi- 
sited bis  capital. 

The  providence  of  God  on  Chablais  was  emi- 
nently displayed  on  this  occasion.  The  road  from 
France  to  Italy,  was  uot  through  Thonon ;  no 
resolution  had  been  adopted  . to  pass  by  that  town  ; 
indeed  it  would  have  been  far  the  most  circuitous 
way.  But  the  pestilence,  which  has  been  men- 
tioned, had  spread  in  every,  other  place  fhrctagh 
which  it  was  possible  to  pass,  and  compelled 
the  legate  to  take  this  winding  direction.  The 
Duke  of  Savoy  was  by  consequence  obliged  to 
repair  to  tbis  town  to  receive  him.  Nothing  more 
advantageous  eould  have  taken  place,  to  promote 
the  general  conversion  of  Chablais  and  the  baili- 
wicks ;  and  indeed  the  presence  of  the  Duke  and 
the  legate,  proved  necessary  to  complete  the 
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great  work  in  the  manner  which  we  have  to 
relate*  v  . 

*  The  Duke  who  regulated  his'  journey  by 
that  of  the  legate,  travelled  likf  him  by  easy 
stages,  and  frequently  halted,  that  he  might  not 
be  obliged  to  wait  for  him  too  long  at  Thonon. 
This  delay  afforded  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  an 
opportunity  of  performing  the  devotion,  called 
the  forty  hours'  prayer,  which  was  accomplished 
with  much  piety  and  magnificence.    The  report 
that  the  Duke  and  the  legate  were  shortly  ex- 
pected, had  drawn  to  Thonon  a  considerable 
number  of  persons  of  both  religions;  and  the  de- 
votion just  mentioned  had  been  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  general  edification.    At  every 
hour  of  the  day  and  of  the  night,  sermons,  con- 
troversial discussions,  familiar  instructions,  cate- 
chism, meditation,  public  prayers,  took  their 
turn;  the  Catholics  crowded  in  great  numbers  to 
church,  with  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  and  Francis 
at  their  head,  imploring  the  Almighty  t£at  he 
would  be  pleased  to  touch  the  hearts  of  His  peo- 
ple and  bring  back  to  the  pale  of  his  Church 
the  remaining  part  of  those,  who  had  been  sepa- 
rated by  a  fatal  schism.    To  give  more  effect  to 


*  Aug.  of.Saios.   Book  III.    Anon.    Book  I. 


Digitized  by 


334 


THE  LIFE  OF  ST.  FRANCIS 


the  devotion,  the  most  irioving  prayers,  taken 
chiefly  from  the  scripture,  had  been  drawn  up 
in  the  French  language.    Whilst  a  priest  wag 
engaged  in  reciting  th£  prayers  in  an  audible  tone, 
the  Bishop  and  the  €lergy  lay  prostrate  x>n  the 
ground,  and  the  people  repeated  at  the  close  of 
every  verse;  "Lord  hear  ns,  O  Lord  gfaciousij 
hear  us."    Thus  day  and  night  the  supplications 
Were  continued;  while  persons  selected  for  the 
purpose  were  employed  in  distributing  consider- 
able alms,  in  visiting  the  sick  and  the  emprisoned, 
in  labouring  to  adjust  differences,  and  in  recon- 
ciling those,  whom  a  spirit  of  discord  had  dis- 
united.   All  this  was  performed  without  aity  dis- 
tinction of  religion;  these!  charities  were  ex- 
tended equally  to  the  Catholic  and  to  the'  Cal- 
vmist. 

So  many  humble  and  fervent  prayers;  sOfch  a 
series  of  charitable  actions  could  not  fail  to  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect.  The  Father  of  mercies 
heard  them,  and  bestowed  his  benediction  ;  nine 
hundred  persons,  Who  Were  converted  daring 
these  three  days,  filled  the  new  church  with 
joy,  and  afforded  to  Francis  the  greatest  sa- 
tisfaction he  could  possibly  receive  in  his  mortal 
career. 
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The  prayers  of  forty  hours  were  scarcely 
finished,  when  the  Duke  of  Savoy  arrived  at 
Thonon.  This  event  was  to  the  Calvinists,  a 
stroke  of  thunder.  They  had  flattered  themselves 
with  a  hope,  that  some  accident  would  interrupt 
his  journey;  but  seeing  him  on  the  spot,  fhey 
had  little  doubt  of  the  important  consequences, 
which  afterwards  took  place.  The  lofty  mien 
and  cold  civility,  with  which  he  received  their 
cotnpliments,  and  the  caresses  with  which  he 
loaded  the  Catholics  of  every  description,  com- 
pleted their  conviction  on  the  subject, 

In  the  mekn  time  the  first  concern  of  the  Duke, 
was  to  furnish  in  a  superb  style,  the  towta  hall,  in 
which  the  legate  was  to  reside  during  his  stay  at 
Thonon;  to  raise  triumphal  arches  in  different' 
parts,  where  he  was  to  pass;  to  ornament  the 
gates  and  public  places,  and  to  make  every  ar- 
rangement for  a  magnificent  reception.*  But 
\frhat  proved  a  subject  of  great  edification  wag, 
that  he  himself  undertook  the  decoration  of  the 
t#d  churches  of  St.  Hippolytus  and  St.  Augus- 
tine. The  most  renowned  painters  of  Italy,  who 
attended  him,  were  employed  on  the  occasion; 


*  Aug.  of  Sale*.    Book  III.    Anon,    fiook  I. 
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no  ornament  was  spared  that  could  tend  to  em- 
bellish the  temple  of  God. 

While  he  was  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  le- 
gate, he  gave  orders  that  the  public  prayers  of 
forty  hours  should  be  recommenced ;  he  omitted 
nothing,  which  might  add  lustre  to  the  ceremony, 
and  was  careful  to  remember,  that  his  example 
would  promote  more  effectually  the  conversion  of 
his  subjects,  than  any  other  measure  which  he 
could  adopt,  if  he  did  not  proceed  in  that  path, 
which  he  held  out  to  the  observation  of  others. 
Nothing  could  be  more  edifying  than  his  conduct, 
on  this  interesting  occasion.  He  assisted  with 
his  whole  court  at  the  sermons  and  public  prayers, 
with  a  degree  of  qaodesty  and  respect,  that  af- 
forded general  edification;  after  remaining  at 
church  a  considerable  part  of  the  day,  he  returned 
in  the  night;  he  distributed  with  his  own  hands 
very  great  charities;  be  listened  to  the  complaints 
of  his  subjects,  and  granted  to  them  instantane- 
ously that  redress,  which  they  had  in  vain  ex* 
pected  from  the  regular  judges.  He  treated  the 
priests  and  the  lowest  ministers  of  the  Church, 
with  great  distinction ;  but  Francis  was  to.  him 
an  object  of  peculiar  regard;  be  had  him  very 
generally  at  his  side,  and  appeared  fully  con- 
vinced that  the  honour  which  he  had  paid  him, 
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would  in  die  highest  degree  promote  the  interests 
of  the  Catholic  religion.  God  rewarded  the  pi- 
ety of  this  Prince,  by  gratifying  the  most  ardent 
wishes  of  his  heart;  he  was  himself  witness  of  an 
immense  concourse  of  inhabitants  from  'several 
parts  of  the  barony  of  Faucigny,  who  came  to 
abjure  their  errors ;  the  parishes  of  Bellevaux  and 
of  Saint  Sergues,  also  appeared  at  the  same  time, 
each  to  the  number  of  three  hundred  persons. 
The  Bishop  of  Geneva  was  unable  to  receive 
such  a  concourse;  and  it  became  necessary  to 
appoint  an  increased  number  of  clergymen  and 
religious  persons,  in  order  to  divide  the  labour. 
The  Duke  appeared  astonished  at  the  change, 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  dispositions  of  so 
large  a  portion  of  his  subjects,  as  no  means  had 
been  employed  to  promote  the  purpose,  but  re- 
ligious instruction  and  good  example.  The 
courtiers  admired  their  zeal ;  those  who  felt  least 
the"  attractions  of  piety  were  softened  to  com- 
punction ;  and  as  far  as  we  are  enabled  to  judge 
from  external  appearances,  true  devotion  spread: 
so  rapidly  in  that  court,  that  its  effects  were  very 
generally  observed  in  a  profuse  distribution  of 
alms,  in  numberless  instances  of  restitutions,  and 
reconciliations,  which  took  place,  and  in  a  vi- 
sible reformation  of  manners,  which  appeared 
(taring  the  stay  of  the  Duke  at  Thonon,  So 
VOL.  i.  y  ■* 
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true  it  is,  that  nothing  contributes  U1QT6  cflfcC" 
tually  than  the  example  of  a  sovereign,  to  imp  ire 
with  sentiments  of  piety  even  those,  who  before 
never  felt  its  impression !  Justice  pbliges  us  how- 
ever to  observe,  that  the  example  of  the  Duke 
was  not  the  sole  cause  of  the  change;  the  ani- 
mated discourses  and  the  activity  of  Francis, 
certainly  produced  a  considerable  effect;  every 
one  applied  to  him  to  direct  his  conscience ;  and 
the  extreme  mildness  of  bis  character,  supported 
by  bis  eminent  piety,  contributed  no  less  to  the 
reformation  of  the  Catholic,  than  to  the  conver- 
sion of  the  Calvinist. 

Affairs  were  in  this  situation,  when  the  Duke 
received  the  news,  that  the  legate  had  nearly 
reached  the  frontiers  of  France;  and  he  instantly 
departed  with  his  whole  court  to  receive  him  at 
the  entrance  of  his  dominions.  The  legate  and 
he  arrived  about  the  same  time ;  but  after  the  first 
salutations,  the  Duke  returned  to  Thonon  by  a 
different  road,  from  that  which  the  legate  pursued, 
in  order  to  proceed  again  to  meet  him  on  his  en- 
trance into  that  town. 

The  following  day,  the  last  of  September,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety 
eight,  the  legate  had  proceeded  to  the  distance 
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of  about  a  league  from  Thonon,  when  the  Bishop 
of  Geneva,  accompanied  by  many  prelates  of 
Savoy  add  Dauphine,  who  had  assembled  to  p4y 
their  respects  to  the  legate,  and  attended  by  a 
concourse  of  his  own  clergy,  advanced  to  meet 
his  Eminence.    The  Duke  of  Savoy  likewise  del- 
parted  a  little  time  after,  and  received  the  legate 
at  the  distance  of  about  half  a  league .  from 
Thonon;  he  accompanied  him  to  the  church  of 
St.  Hippolytus,  where  his  Eminence  descended, 
and  spent  a  considerable  time  in  prayer.  Thte 
Duke  desired  to  conduct  him  to  his  destined  place 
of  residence  through  the  streets  and  public  places, 
in  which  triumphal  aretes  and  Musical  entertain- 
ments had  been  prepared  for  the  occasion;  but 
the  legate,  who  was  a  man  of  virtue,  requested 
to  walk  after  the  blessed  sacrament  wh&h  was 
carried  in  procession;  he  added,  that  it  appeared 
indispensably  necessary,  to  make  this  public  repa- 
ration to  the  holy  sacrament,  and  proceed  with  it 
in  a  species  of  triumph  through  a  town,  from 
which,  for  the  space  of  seventy  years,  it  had 
been  so  shamefully  banished.    They  therefore 
proceeded1  to  the  town-hall,  agreeably  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  legate. 

*  His  Eminence  there  received  the  complimen- 
tary congratulations  of  the  nnjt  distinguished 

x  2 
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persons  of  the  town.    The  Duke,  who  never  left 
him,  having  perceived  that  Francis,  instead  of- 
•hewing  any  earnestness  to  appear  in  public,  was 
blended  with  the  crowd,  went  himself  to  draw  him 
from  the  surrounding  concourse,  and  introduced 
lam  to  the  legate,  in  this  memorable  manner:* 
/'  This  is  the  Apostle  of  my  dominions;  to  him, 
under  God,  ate  we  indebted  for  the  great  suc- 
cess>  which  I  have  reported  to  your  Eminence/' 
The  legate  advanced  some  steps  to  receive  him ; 
Francis  with  bended  knee,  made  an  attempt  to 
kiss  the  .extremity  of  his  robe;  but  his  Eminence 
refused  Ao  admit  that  act  of  humility;  he  raised 
him  up,  and  embraced  him. .  Then  turning  to  the 
Duke  of  Stooy,  he  told  him,  that  independently 
of  the  information  given  by  his  Highness,  be  had 
been  before  apprised  of  his  merit;  that  be  felt 
personally  obliged  to  him  for  the  infinite  pains, 
which  he  had  taken  to  draw  these  people  to  the 
Catholic  Church;  that  he  should  certainly  report 
his  achievements  to  the  Pope,  with  that  commen- 
dation, to  which  he  was  entitled ;  and  that  though 
God  alone  could  give  him  an  adequate  reward, 
he  might  expect  every  species  of  acknowledg- 
ment from  his  Holiness. 


*         of  .Sales.  Book  HI. 
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.  The  day  after  the  arrival  of  the  legate,  the 
prayers  of  forty  hours  were  resumed  agreeably  to 
the  general  wish;  the  supplication  commenced  by 
a  procession  of  the  blessed  sacrament,  which  was 
conveyed  under  th$  triumphal  arches,  prepared 
for  the  reception  of  the  legate,  who  marched  after 
on  foot,  and  swelled  the  train  with  his  attendants. 
The  Bishop  of  Geneva  performed  the  ceremony. 
The  legate  followed  the  canopy,  which  was  car- 
ried by  the  Duke,  by  Don  Ame>  the  heir  appa- 
rent, and  the  two  ambassadors  of  Fribourg.  The 
Calvinists,  who  knew  nothing  of  Cardinal*  and 
Bishops,  but  from  the  satirical  sallies  and  the 
frightful  representations  exhibited  by  their  eafe- 
mies,  were  seized  with  admiration  at  the  mo- 
desty and  piety  displayed  by  the  legate  and  the 
attending  prelates.*     A  great  number  shewed 
unfeigned  marks  of  sensibility  on  the  occasion; 
and  a  sermon,  which  Francis  preached  oa  the 
I'eal  presence  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrkt,  in 
the  Eucharist,  so  completed  their  eon*  iction  of 
the  truth  of  the  Catholic  religion,  that  they  re- 
quested to  make  their  abjuration  at  the  feet  of  the 
legate.    It  was  now  late  and  the, ceremony  bad 
lasted  a  considerable  time ;  he  however  received 
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them,  and  ettbmced  them  all  with  a  paternal 
kindness,  which  wh  their  hearts. 

The  Calvkitstie  ministers  had  before  published 
hi  &ph  seditious  harangues  to  the  people,  that 
the  legate  and  Iris  attendants,  would  easily  be  dis- 
cerned by  an  affected  splendor,  by  luxury  and 
effeminacy,  to  be  the  true  ministers  of  Anti- 
christ* But  the  surprise  was  very  general,  when 
this  same  legate,  labouring  under  the  fatigue  of 
a  long  journey,  was  observed  to  assist  day  and 
might  at  the  sermons  and  public  prayers ;  to  de- 
vote his  time  to  the  reconciliation  of  the  Calvin  - 
ists,  of  whom  he  received  a  great  number  into  the 
Church,  during  the  continuance  of  the  forty 
hours'  prayer;  to  make  to  them  the  most  solid 
and  pathetic  discourses ;  to  distribute  considerable 
alms  among  the  poor  of  the  town  and  those  from 
the  province,  who  had  flocked  to  Thonon  on  the 
occasion ;  and  to  employ  his  influence  with  the 
Duke  m  favour  of  those  who  solicited  protection. 
Those  who  were  enabled  to  inspect  his  conduct 
closely,  always  remarked,  that  he  was  perpetu- 
ally occupied  in  some  useful  pursuit,  without  de- 
voting a  single  moment  to,  the  most  innocent 
amusement. 


*  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  III. 
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In  vain  did  the  malignity  of  the  enemies  Of  the 
Church  lead  them  to  misconstrue  and  defame  the 
conduct  of  the  legate.  Justice  Was  done  to  his 
character ;  and  a  small  number  only  of  violebt 
Calvn&sts,.  persisted  obstinately  in  asserting,  that 
this  display  of  piety  exhibited  by  the  legate  and 
the  Duke,  originated  rather  in  policy,  than  in  d 
true  zeal  for  religion. 

In  the  mean  time,  Francis,  who  had  calcu- 
lated that  the  legate  would  make  a  longer  stay, 
heard,  with  extreme  concern,  that  he  intended  to 
depart,  as  soon  as  the  forty  hours'  prayer  should 
be  concluded.  He  thought  his  presence  and  his 
interposition  so  advantageous  to  the  re-establish- 
ment  of  the  Catholic  religion,  that  he  determined 
to  entreat  him,  in  the  name  of  the  new  Church  of 
Chablais,  to  delay  his  departure,  at  least  for  some 
days.  He  accordingly  requested  for  that  purpose, 
a  private  audience;  and  having  instantaneously 
obtained  it,  he  employed  every  argument  which  . 
bis  ingenuity  could  suggest,  to  retard  the  depar-  > 
tore  of  the  legate.  The  latter  replied  to  him 
with  great  kindness,  that  his  orders  from  the 
Pope  to  repair  to  Rome  without  delay,  were  so 
absolute,  that  he  was  unable  to  use  his  own  dis- 
cretion; that  the  winter  which  was  approaching, 
obliged  him  to  cross  the,  Alps,  before  the  snow 
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should  render  them  impassible.  He  added,  that 
he  observed  the  Duke, to  be  so  well  disposed  to 
promote  the  re-establishment  of  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion, that  it  could  be  no  longer  a  matter  of  doubt, 
that  he  would  employ  the  whole  weight  of  his  au- 
thority to  accomplish  the  great  work  without  any 
solicitation. 

Francis  observed  in  reply,  that  the  intentions  of 
the  Duke  were  unquestionably  of  the  purest  kind ; 
but  that  the  same  judgment  could  not  he  formed 
of  his  council ;  that  when  he  was  at  Turin,  he 
found  considerable  opposition  from  the  counsellors 
to  certain  proposals,  made  by  him,  the  accom- 
plishment of  which  he  judged  indispensably  ne- 
cessary ;  that  he  was  informed,  that  the  ambassa- 
dors of  the  Swiss  protestants  and  the  deputies  of 
Geneva,  were  shortly  expected;  that  they  were 
commissioned  to  make  the  warmest  remonstrances, 
for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  liberty  of  conscience 
to  Ohablais  and  the  bailiwicks;  and  that  possibly, 
should  their  claims  be  seconded  by  the  unsound 
part  of  the  council,  they  would  be  enabled  to 
defeat  the  fairest  intentions  of  the  Duke. 

The  legate  requested  to  have  in  writing,  the 
propositions  alluded  to ;  they  were  the  same  which 
had  heen  before  made  at  Turin.    Francis,  who 
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had  brought  them  with  htm,  gave  them  into  his 
hands.  The  legate  read  them ;  and  having  given 
them  a  deliberate  attention,  he  observed  to  Francis 
at  parting,  that  they  might  be  pronounced  to  be 
rather  strong  measures;  but  that  he  agreed  with 
him  in  thinking,  that  the  execution  of  them  a9 
indispensably  necessary ;  that  he  would  propose 
them  to  the  Duke  as  from  himself ;  that  he  would 
recommend  this  affair  to  the  Nuncio  of  his  Holi- 
ness-; and  that  he  observed  so  many  critical  con- 
junctures, in  which  the  authority  of  the  Pope 
would  be  necessary,  that  probably  he  might  for- 
ward the  execution  of  his  good  purposes  with 
more  effect  at  Rome  than  at  Thonon. 

The  legate  departed  on  the  following  day,  and 
wa*  re-conducted  with  the  same  honours,  which 
had t  attended  his  arrival.  But  he  failed  not  to 
speak  to  the  Duke,  and  to  the  Nuncio,  agree- 
ably to  his  promise  made  to  Francis;  and  the 
success  of  the  business  evidently  shewed  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  precaution. 

After  the  departure  of  the  legate,  the  ambas- 
sadors of  Fribourg,  who  arrived  first,  were  ad- 
mitted by  the  Duke  to  *n  audience.  They  com- 
plimented him  in  the  name  of  the  Canton,  on  the 
re-establishment  of  the  Catholic  religion  hi  Cha- 
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blais,  and  exhorted  him  to  complete  an  enterprise 
of  so  religious  a  nature,  and  so  worthy  of  a  great 
Prince. 

The  ambassadors  of  the  Canton  of  Berne,  and 
the  deputies  of  Geneva,  who  had  just  readied 
Thonofi,  had  afterwards  an  audience ;  they  spoke 
with  considerable  force  on  the  subject  of  liberty 
of  conscience,  and  requested  the  Duke  to  favour 
them  with  a  clear  and  positive  answer,  as  they 
had  precise  orders  from  their  governments  to  pro- 
cure information  concerning  the  real  intentions  of 
his  Highness.  The  Duke  replied,  *  that  he  would 
not  leave  Thonon,  without  finally  adjusting  the 
concerns  of  religion ;  that  he  would  immediately 
assemble  his  council,  to  give  to  the  business  the 
maturest  consideration,  and  would  acquaint  them 
with  the  result.  After  the  audience,  the  Duke 
entered  the  council,  having  requested  Francis  to 
attend. 

He  explained  in  few  words,  the  subject  of  their 
deliberation ;  he  expatiated  on  its  importance, 
and  assured  the  members  of  bis  council,  that  they 
would  cooler  on  him  a  real  obligation,  by  deli- 
vering their  sentiments  With  the  utmost  freedom ; 
he  declared  to  them,  that  he  had  not  adopted  any 
pre  conceived  plan,  but  that  his  judgment  should 
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be  guided  ^in  Hie  choice  of  expedients,  by  any 
measures,  which  they  could  shew  to  be  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
general  interests  of  his  dominions. 

*  The  sentiments  of  the  counsellors  were  at 
first  divided;  but  at  length  the  majority  came  to 
an  agreement,  that  liberty  of  conscience  should 
be  granted,  and  that  the  affairs  of  religion 
should  be  left  nearly  in  the  state,  in  which  they 
then  existed.  In  support  of  this  opinion  it  was 
alleged,  that  the  Duke  could  not  forbid  the 
public  exercise  of  Calvinism  in  Chablais  and  the 
bailiwicks,  without  a  manifest  infraction  of  the 
treaty  of  Nion;  that  it  was  a  matter  of  the  ut- 
most importance  not  to  give  to  the  Swiss  and  to 
the  republic  of  Geneva,  a  precedent  for  violat- 
ing the  stipulations  of  that  treaty ;  that  they 
would  carry  their  violence  to  the  last  extremity, 
in  order  to  support  the  execution  of  the  article, 
which  ensured  liberty  of  conscience;  that  there 
was  great  reason  to  apprehend,  in  the  event  of  a 
rupture,  that  they  might  be  assisted  by  the  Cal~ 
vinists  of  France,  who  were  inured  to  war,  and 
already  shewed  a  manifest  inclination  to  violate 
the  peace;  that  their  sovereign,  Henry  IV,  who 


*  Aug.  of  Sales.    Book  III.    Anon.   Book  I. 


Digitized  by 


348  TlfE  UFE  OF  ST.  FRANCIS 

alone  could  prevent  such  a  consequence,  was  toe 
great  a  politician  not  to  embrace  the  opportunity 
of  being  freed  from  a  large  portion  of  bold  and 
turbulent  spirits,  who,  subsisting  solely  by  tumul- 
tuary violence,  would  sooner  or  later  excite  com- 
motions in  his  kingdom ;  that  there  was  reason  to 
believe,  that  he  would  be  Jess  disposed  to  dts- 
eountenance  this  aid,  as  he  might  always  have  an 
opportunity  to  disavow  his  connection  with  the 
party;  that  by  such  means  be  would  place  the 
Duke  under  the  necessity  of  restoring  to  him  the 
town  of  Berre  in  Provence,  and  the  Marquisate 
of  Salucca,  agreeably  to  the  treaty  of  Veririns; 
that  it  was  necessary  to  secure  in  the  first  in- 
stance, the  tranquillity  of  the  state,  before  such 
important  operations  could  be  undertaken;  that 
the  treaty  of  Vervins,  which  was  not  executed 
with  respect  to  the  thike,  afforded  great  appre- 
hensions from  the  probable  junction  of  the  French 
forces  under  so  powerful  a  Prince  as  Henry  IV.; 
that  though  the  proposed  plan  should  be  carried 
into  execution,  it  would  be  prudent  to  postpone 
it  to  a  more  seasonable  occasion ;  that  in  the  mean 
time  the  return  of  the  Calvinists  to  the  Catholic 
Church  might  be  promoted  by  the  same  means 
which  had  hitherto  been  employed,  and  without 
any  possible  ground  of  complaint  ;  that  assuredly 
it  would  be  a  slow  method  of  accomplishing 
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the  purpose,  but  that  it  would  have  a  more  cer- 
tain effect. 

*  These  sentiments  were  directly  opposite  to 
the  opinion  of  Francis.    Accordingly,  no  sooner 
had  the  Duke  made  him  a  sign  to  deliver  his  opi- 
nion, than  he  spoke  on  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  represented  with  considerable  energy- 
and  Address,  that  the  firmest  support  of  States,  is 
to  be  found  in  uniformity  of  belief;  that  a  sect 
Uke  that  of  the  Calvinists,  which  constitutes 
individuals  the  supreme  judges  in  religious  affairs, 
was  not  calculated  to  enforce  that  respect  and  in- 
violable fidelity,  which  is  due  to  sovereign  autho- 
rity; that  the  Calvinists  were  to  be  distinguished 
from  all  other  sects,  which  had  occasionally  arisen 
in  the  Church;  that  the  others,  which  had  di- 
rected their  attacks  against  some  speculative 
points  of  faith,  had  still  respected  the  funda- 
mental truths  of  Christianity;  that  they  had  not 
perverted  the  nyoraltty  of  the  gospel,  nor  injured 
the  Christian  worship;  that  with  some  exceptions, 
tb^jf  had  even  maintained  a  certain  uniformity ; 
that  the  Calvinists,  more  enterprising  and  auda- 
cious, had  scarcely  left  any  thing  in  the  state  in 
which  they  found  it;  that  they  had  displayed 
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their  hostility  against  faith,  morality,  external 
worship,  discipline,  and  the  authority  of  the 
Church,  and  scarcely  shewed  more  reverence  for 
the  power  of  sovereigns;  that  fm  be  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  tbi*  statement,  riothing  more  was 
necessary,  th*»  to  take  a  vieHr  of  their  achieve- 
ments in  different  countries  of  Europe,  srinc£  the 
esteUtsbMsnt  of  the  sect  ;  that  they  had  wrested 
a  part  of  tke  Low  Countries  from  the  hands  of  the 
king  of  Spain,  and  formed  it  irrto  a  republic; 
that  in  Scotland  they  told'  nearty  annihilated  die 
royal  authority,  and  were  labouring  to  promote 
the  same  object  in  England ;  tftaf  on  $  kte  occa- 
sion at  Nantes,  they  had  proposed  such  terms  to 
the  king  Of  Frabed,  as  amounted  to  tile  establish- 
ment of  a  republic  iff  the  hmtt  of  the  kingdom; 
and  that  it  was  calculated,  that  their  demands 
could  not  be  rejected;,  without  raising  tfte  flames 
of  civil  discord  a  second  (Stne ;  that  without  going 
so  far  in  quest  of  examples,  thfey  bad  lately  at 
-    Geneva  revolted*  against  th^ir  legitimate  sdte- 
mgn>,  had*  by  their  o*nk>  authority  raised  a  firde 
and  independent  republic,  dnd  that  the  vestiges 
of  their  rebellion  were  still  to  be  observed  in 
ChaMais ;  that  after  this  trtideniaMe  statemertt, 
he  was  at  m  loss  ib  tiufcovdr  the  dtrtge^  Whith 
could  be  found  in  banishing  Calvimsm-from  the 
dominions  of  bit  Royal  Higbfeess ;  that  if  any 
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danger  were  to  be  apprehended  from  the  result  of 
their  deliberations,  it  would  arise  from  tolerating 
men  whose  principles  were  hostile  to  the  esta- 
blished government;  that  a  Catholic  sovereign 
was  to  them  peculiarly  an  object  of  suspicion  ; 
that  they  would  ever  look  upon  him  at  on  enemy 
to  their  religion,  and  always  ready  to  suppress  it; 
that  this  distrust  and  jealousy  terminated  in  hatred 
to  the  Prince,  in  secret  cabals  and  leagues  with 
the  enemies  of  the  country,  and  finally  in  open 
.  rebellion ;  that  such  consequences  were  more  to 
be  apprehended  in  the  present  conjuncture,  if 
the  Duke  were  to  recede  from  the  measures,  which 
he  had  begun,  as  the  Calvinists  would  publish  to 
the  world,  that  he  durst  not  urge  matters  far- 
ther ;  that  after  such  an  event,  he  would  possess 
no  more  authority  in  the  province,  than  what 
they  would  be  disposed  to  allow  him;  and  that 
whenever  he  should  judge  it  expedient  to  exert  his 
sovereign  authority,  he  would  be  threatened  with 
the  hostility  of  the  Swiss  and  the  republic  of 
Geneva ;  that  it  became  a  measure  of  necessity 
at  once  to  shew  them,  that  they  had  to  look  for  no 
resource  but  in  the  bounty  of  their  Prince ;  that 
the  more  they  depended  on  foreign  interference, 
the  less  regard  would  they  merit;  and  that  in- 
stead Of  advancing  their  interest  by  such  a  step, 
they  ^ere  more  likely  to  accelerate  their  ruin. 
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He  added  that  the  treaty  of  Nion,  concerning 
which  such  a  clamour  had  bedii  raised,  by  no  means 
established  Calvinism  -in  Chablais;  but  that  it 
allowed  the  Calvinists  three  ministers  only,  and 
this  provisionally  and  by  sufferance,  till  the  Duke 
should  make  farther  arrangements;  that  the  re* 
public  of  Geneva  and  the  Swiss,  were  not  so  for- 
midable, as  to  be  enabled  to  dictate  to  the  Duke 
the  method  of  governing  his  own  dominions ;  that 
the  king  of  France  stood  in  too  much  need  of 
Rome,  and  was  on  too  great  terms  of  infifaacy 
with  that  court,  to  suffer  his  subjects  to  take  arms 
against  a  Catholic  Prince,  with  a  view  of  pre- 
venting the  re-establishment  of  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion, of  which  the  Pope  was  the  head ;  that  after 
all  that  could  be  said,  the  grand  object  of  sove- 
reigns was  to  maintain  themselves  ini  mutual  inde- 
pendence, and  to  preserve  inviolate  the  right  of 
disposing  of  their  subjects,  in  the  manner  they 
judged  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  their 
States. 

The  art  of  this  judicious  speech  consisted  in 
consulting  the  prejudices  of  the  Duke.  He  waa 
a  Prince  of  considerable  merit,  but  jealously  at- 
tached to  his  own  authority;  he  could  not  suffer 
the  least  suspicion  to  be  entertained,  that  he  was 
either  unablf,  or  that  he  wanted  spirit  to  display 
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H  in  its  fittt  extent.  Accordingly  there  soon  pre- 
vailed in  the  council,  a  strong  impression,  that 
Francis  would*  succeed  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
his  wishes. 

But  this  apostolic  man,  whose  heart  was  ever 
full  of  that  sincere  piety,  which  shone  in  all  his 
actions  and  in  his  conversations,  and  who  had 
edaployed  political  reasons  only  in  reply  to  others, 
who  had  spoken  before  him,  now  addressed  his 
discourse  to  the  Duke,  and  observed  with  much 
respect,  that  a  Christian  Prince  ought,  at  least  in 
those  concerns,  which  involved  the  interests  of 
heaven,  to  place  some  reliance  on  Divine  ProviJ 
deuce;  that  if  Constantine,  Tfaeodosius,  and  so 
many  other  Princes,  who  had  banished  idolatry 
and  heresy  from  their  States,  had  always  listened 
to  the  cold  suggestions  of  policy,  paganism  and 
9Q  many  heresies,  of  which  the  names  are  now 
scarcely  known,  would  still  prevail  in  the  world; 
that  Gad  was  the  support  of  thrones,  when  ths 
Princes,  who  filled  them^  employed  their  influ- 
ence in  making  Him  reign  in  the  hearts  of  their 
subjects;  that  he  did  not  doubt,  that  to  reward 
the  zeal  which  he  should  display  in  re-establishing 
the  Catholic  religion,  the  Almighty  would  crown 
his  reign  with  a  long  series  of  prosperity 

vol.  *.  z 
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The  Duke,  who.  had  listened  to  Francis  with 
great  attention*  w^s  so  affected  with  his  speech, 
that  he  instantly  complied  with  the  whole  of  hie 
demand;  he  ordered  the  articles  to  be  produced, 
of  which  mention  has  been  made  in  the  negotiation 
of  Turin ;  and  directed  that  they  should  be  carried 
iitfo  immediate  execution*    The  purport  of  them 
WAS;  that  the  uuaistere  should  be  banished  from 
the  dominions,  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy ;.  that  the 
Calvi  wets  should  be,  deprived  of  the  places  of 
honour  ..and  emolument  they  possessed,-  which 
should  be  given  to.the  Catholics;  that  ajiexpct 
$eai)ch  should  be  made  for  the  revenues  of  the  be- 
nefice*, usurped      the  Calvinists*  and  unjustly 
occupied  by  other  persons  without  .  iitl^  and 
without  the  sacerdotal  character,  in  order  that  they 
might  he  employed  for  the  reparation  of  churches, 
and  the  subsiqtance  of  pastors  and  Catholic  mis- 
sionaries; that  a  college  under  the  management 
pf  the  Jesuits  should  be  founded  at  Thonon;  and 
that  in  Chablais  and  the  bailiwicks,  no  other  reli- 
gion but  the  Catholic,  should  be  tolerated. 

*  As  these  articles  appeared  rather  of  too  strong 
a  nature^  to  be  executed  at  once,  violent  contests 
succeeded  in  the  council;  but  the  Duke,  who 
remembered  his  promises  to  the  legate,  and  who 
had  formed  a  decided  opinion  on  the  subject, 


Digitized  by 


OF  SALES.     BOOK  III.  355 

gave  orders,  that  they  should  be  fearrie3  into 
effect  without  delay;  and  he  desifed  this  resolu- 
tion to  be  immediately  communicated'  ib  4he 
ambassadors  of  the  Swiss  add  to  the  deputies  of 
Genera.  ;  ";:      •  -  ^ 

A  proceeding  so  peremptory;  and  so  little  ex 
pected,  astonished  without  discovering  the  am- 
bassadors; they  demanded  a  second  audience; 
and  afte*  haying  made  the  strongest  remonstrances 
without  effect,  in  order  to  maintain  affairs  in  the 
situation,  in  which  they  theri  existed,  they  con- 
fined themselves  to  the  treaty  of  Nion,  arid  re- 
quired, that  agreeably  to  the  stipulations  of  that 
convention,  the  Calvittists  might  be  permitted  tW 
have  three  ministers  in  Chablais  But  the  Dtike 
replied,  that  they  welt  knew  this  regulation  to  be 
provisional ;  that  notwithstanding,  he  would  yitM 
to  their  requisition,  if  they,  on  their  side,  would 
consent  to  admit  into  the  Canton  of  Berne  three 
Catholic  Priests,  whom  he  shodld  appoint  This 
alternative,  to  Which  they  could  notbririg  any 
rational  objection,  appeared  to  them  in  the  light 
of  a  harsh  refusal ;  they  accordingly  took  leave  of 
the  Duke,  and  departed'  ou  the  follbwiifg  fctty; 
that  they  might  not  witness  the  scene,  vHrtfch 
was  to  take  place  to  the  disadvantage  of  their 
religion        <  '  •  ■ 
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*  The  following  day,  the  Duke  having  pub- 
fished  an  order,  that  those,  who  professed  the 
Calvinistic  religion,  should  repair  to  the  town 
hall,  went  himself  i  estate,  preceded  by  his  guards, 
and  followed  by  his  whole  court.    A  part  of  the 
regiment  of  Martinengues  at  the  same  time  seized 
an  the  gates  a^  public  places;  the  rest  formed  a 
double  lilip  ia  ,the  streets,  which  led  to  the  town 
hall.    These  preparation^,  which  indeed  were 
calculated  to  rais^.  astonishment,  spread  among 
the  Calvinists  all  that  terror  whieh  may  easily  be 
conceived;  there,  \yere  very  few,  who  did  not 
imagine,  that  the  Duke  intended  to  proceed  to  the 
utmost  extremities,  iq  order  to  oblige  them  to 
fbaage  their  religion,    But  if  terror  and  confu- 
sion prevailed  among  the  people,  the  leaders  of  the 
party,  who  were  detained  in  the  town  hall,  were 
not  less  agitated  with  alarm. 

The  Duke  having  ordered  silehee  to  be  pro- 
claimed, observed  to  the  assembled  multitude, 
that  though  he  might,  in  the  first  instance,  have 
been  justified  in  exerting  the  strong  arm  of  sove- 
reign power,  to  oblige  them  to  return  to  the  Ca- 
thpHc  Church;  he  had  however  condescended  to 
adopt  only  temperate  and  mild  measures;  that 
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with  this  view,  remonstrances  and  exhortations 
had  for  four  years  been  unremittingly  employed; 
that  no  possible  method  of  winning*  the  most  ob- 
durate heart  had  been  left  ubftttempied,  to  induce 
them  to  a  voluntary  compliance  with  A  measiire, 
which/ in  every  point  of  view/  was  the  iriosf  ad- 
vantageous to  themselves,  and  that  hevhad  himsdf 
both  in  public  and  in  private,  urged  them  to  adopt 
the  same  conduct;  that  in  truth,  his  efforts  had 
bees  by  no  means  unsuccessful;  for  he  had  the 
gratification  of  seeing  the  majority  of  his  subjects 
in  the  province,  reunited  to  the  Catholic  Church ; 
but  he  now  declared  to  them,  that  he  would  no 
longer  suffer  a  small  portion  of  rebels  and  of  foes 
to  sovereign  authority,  who  remained  deaf  to  th^ 
exhortations  of  the  Church  and  of  their  Prince, 
to  be  restrained  by  a  mistaken  point  of  honour 
from  following  the  example  of  the  others,  and  to 
consign  themselves  to  present  and  eternal  misery ; 
that  he  considered  these  hardened  men  as  the  ene- 
mies of  God  and  of  their  sovereign ;  that  they  had 
been  favoured  with  sufficient  time,  to  deliberate 
on  the  conduct  to  be  adopted ;  that  now  they  were 
required  openly  to  declare  their  sentiments;  that 
those  who  had  resolved  to  follow  the  religion  of 
their  Prince,  wero  to  pass  to  the  right,  and  those 
who  persisted  in  their  obduracy,  should  proceed 
to  the  left. 
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The  Duke  haying  finished  his  harangue,  the 
Catholics,  who  were  present  exhorted  their  friends 
in  the  most  pressing  terms  to  open  their  eyes,  and 
not  to  ruin  themselves  by  an  unseasonable  obsti-1 
nacy,  of  which  they  would  be  the  first  to  repent. 
Francis,  who  attended,  and  who  knew  the 
extent  of  the  Duke's  designs,  was  extremely 
earnest  in  his  representations  to  these  Unfortunate 
men,  with  respect  to  the  important  choice,  which 
they  had  to  make.  Nothing  was  tb  be  seen  bat 
crowds  passing  from  one  side  to  the  other;  at 
length  the  greater  number  went  to  the  right  of  the 
Duke ;  while  the  other  party  formed  no  inconsi- 
derable proportion, 

The  Duke  then  resumed  his  discourse  ;  and 
addressing  himself  to  those  on  his  right  hand,  be 
assured  them,  that  he  should  ever  consider  them 
as  his  good  and  faithful  subjects,  and  that  they 
might  expect  any  favour  from  the  affectionate 
regard  of  their  sovereign.  Then  turning  to  those, 
who  had  remained  on  his  left,  hand,  and  looking  at 
them  with  eye$  sparkling  with  fire  and  indignation, 
he  said  :  "  You  ate  the  unfortunate  men,  who  in 
my  presence  dare  to  proclaim  yoursekve*  the  ene- 
mies of  God  and  of  your  sovereign.  Go,  depart 
hence;  I  strip  you  of  your  employments  and  your 
dignities,  and  banish  you  for  ever  from  my  do^ 
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minions.  I  would  rather  be  deprived  of  aH  my 
subjects  without  exception,  than  have  such  pcti 
sons  as  yon  to  govern,  who  «v^r  prove  to  me  a 
source  of  continual  distrust/'  At  the  sane  time, 
be  made  a  signal  to  his  guards,  who  drove  them 
ignominiously  from  his  presence. 

<        »  •  •> 

In  whatever  light  the  severity  of  the  Duke 
might  appear,  after  mild  means  had  been  resorted 
to  without  effect,  Francis  was  extremely  affected 
ftt  tho  extraordinary  scene.  The  uncommon  mild* 
ness  of  his  disposition,  did  not  permit  him  to  wifr- 
ness  the  I  ignominious  banishment  of  these  unfor- 
tunate sufferer?  from  the  presence  of  their  sove- 
reign, and  their  departure  for  a  melancholy  exile, 
without  entreating  the -Duke  to  allow  him,  that 
day,  in  order  to  reclaim  them  to  their  duty. 

On  that  subject  he  observed,  that  he  knew  the 
Calvinists  well  enough,  to  be  able  to  assure,  his 
Itoyal  Highness,  that  their  attachment  to  their 
religion  was  not  so  great,  as  to  induce  tl^em  tp 
abandon  a  certain  establishment,  h  the  hope  of 
finding  a  casual  and  dependent  support;  that  as 
they  ail :  were  established  in  Ghablais,  very  little 
invitation  rwould  induce  them  not  to  leave  theif 
property,  and  wander;  about  among  those  of  their 
party,  without  situations,  without  homes,  exposed 
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to  every  species  of  privation;  that  thus,  if  ken 
Highness  would  consent  to  his  proposal^  he  bctped 
before  the  end  of  the  day  to  make  %  eonsideraWe 
impression  on  those,  who  had  displayed  such  ap- 
parent firmness. 

The  Duke  who  had  resorted  with  much  regret 
to  the  measures  of  severity,  which  have.  bee»  de- 
scribed, allowed  him  to  act  as  he  pleased ;  and 
Francis  had  the  happiness,  before  the  dose  of  4;he 
day,  of  persuading  the  greater  number  to  comply 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Prince.  A  very  smalt  pro- 
portion of  those,  who  believed  themselves  pos- 
sessed of  greater  firmness,  than  they  afterwards 
displayed,  abandoned  CbaUais,  and  retired  to 
Nion,  on  the  other  side  of  the  lake. 

But  k  is  more  easy  to  undergo  severe  and  hn^ 
mediate  punishment,  than  to  languish  in  sufferings 
of  a  less  rigorous  nature.  The  exiles  of  Chablaist, 
who  had  flattered  themselves  with  a  hope,  that 
the  sight  of  their  distress  and  their  repeated  soli*- 
citations  Would  engage  the  Swiss  and  the  citizens 
of  Geneva,  to  take  arms  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
establishing Calvinism  in  Chablais,  had  no  sooner 
percei  ved  that  there  existed  in  those  parts  bo  in- 
tention of  coming  to  a  rupture  with  the  Duke* 
and  that  they  were  considered  as  extremely  bur- 
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densome,  4ban  they  wrote  to  Francis/  even  before 
the  departure  of  his  Highness  from  Thonou,  and 
desired  him  to  prcjeure  their  return  arid  the  resto- 
ration of  their  effects,  which  had  been  confiscated: 
Francis  easily  obtained  these  favours;  the  exiles 
returned,  and  were  well  received  by  the  Prince.  . 

Thus*  were  the  inhabitants  of  CbaWats  reunited 
in  the  profession  of  the  same  faith;  and  the 
Bfeke  bestowed  hisl  whole  care  on  settling  affairs 
upon  so  1  secure  <  a<  basts,  that  a  change  niight  be 
rendered  altogether  impracticable.    With  this 
view  he  placed  in  different  situations  very  strong 
garrisons,  to  prevail  the  emissaries  of  Genseva 
from  exciting  commotions.    He  gave  orders,  that 
the  parish  churches  should  be  rebuilt ;  -  he  provided 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  pastors  and  of  a  congf* 
d&rable  number  of  able  missionaries,  who  were  to 
reside  several  years  in  the  *  province.    He  allotted 
a  foundation  to  establish  the  college  of  Jesuits  at 
Thonon,  pf  which  mention  has  already  been  made.' 
Finally,  he  omitted  nothing,  that  could  prevent 
the  return  of  Calvinism  iuto  Chablais  and  the 
three  bailiwicks. 

But  what  rendered  this  enlightened  Prince  de- 
serving of  the  highest  commendation,  was  the 
regular  conduct  which  he  exhibited,  as  well  as  the 
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whole  of  his  court,  during  the  six  weeks,  which 
he  spent  at  ThonoB,  and  the  great  example  of 
piety,  which. he  gave.  As  he  was  convinced,  that 
the  example  of  a  sovereign  has  more  weight  in 
producing  conviction,  than  any  actions  however 
splendid,  he  was  careful  frequently  to  approach 
to  the  sacraments ;  he  assisted  at  the  sermons  and 
public  prayers,  with  *  degree  of  assiduity  and  re- 
verence, which  softened  the  most  obdurate  hearts; 
and  he  distributed  such  abundant  alms,  that  the 
whole  province  felt  the  effects  of  his  charity,  long 
after  his  departure. 

When  policy  is  suppported  by  piety  ancLreli* 
gron,  there  is  no  object,  which  it  may  not  accom- 
plish. An  instance  of  this  has  here  been  given  ia 
the  peaceable  re-establishment  of  the  Catholic 
religion  in  Chablats ;  and  it  will  be  followed  with 
knany  others,  which  will  be  recorded  in  the  en- 
suing part  of  this  history. 


END  OF  THE  THIRD  BOOR. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


THE  LIFE 

op 

Samt  jf  rattcfe  of  Sales. 

BOOK  IV. 


Digitized  by 


Digitized  by 


GoO< 


CONTENTS 


OF  THE 

FOURTH  BOOK. 


Troubles  in  Italy,  which  oblige  the  Duke 
of  Savoy  to  leave  Chablais,  and  repast*  the  Alps.. •.The 
Bishop  of  Geneva  forms  the  design  of  asking  for  St.  Fvancis 
of  "Sales  to  be  his  coadjutor  and  successor..,. He  proposes 
it  to  Francis ;  who  declines  the  dignity  with  a  degree  of 
firmness*  which  has  few  examples ;  he  at  length  consents* 
to.it,  in  order  not  to  resist  the  will  of  God.. ..He  depart* 
for  Home.. ..Singular  and  dangerous  adventure  on  the 
road,  that  gives  great  lustre  to  his  virtoe....He  arrives  at 
Rome,  and  is  extremely  well  received  by  the  Cardinals  and 
by  the  Pope... .His Holiness  determines  to  examine  him  ia 
person,  in  the  presence  of  a  great  number  of  Cardinals  and 
Prelates... .He  answers  at  his  examination  with  such  abi- 
lity, as  attracts  the  esteem  of  the  court  of  Rome.. ..Com- 
mendations given  to  him  by  the  Pope.. ..The  Cardinals 


Digitized  by 


{  ii  ) 


Bellarmin,  Ba  renins  and  Borghese,  honour  bim  with  their 
friendship.... He  obtains  by  their  influence  all  the  bulls, 
which  he  wished  for  the  perfect  re-establishment  of  the 
Catholic  Religion  in  Chablais....He  returns  to  Turin  by 
Loretto....He  communicates  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  the 
bulls  which  hehacj  obtained  fr*m       I^Jpe.^.The  military 
order*  of  St.  Maurice  and  St.  Lazarus  oppose  the  execu- 
tion of  these  briefs... .St.  Francis  of  Sales  at  length  obtains 
from  the  Duke  of  Savoy  all  the  necessary  orders  to  carry 
them  into  effect... .The  war  which  Henry  IV.  is  obliged  to 
wage  against  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  for  the  restoration  of  the 
Marquisate  of  Salucca,  raises  great  obstacles  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  laudable  designs... .Great  dangers  to  wh'ch 
the  Catholic  Religion  is  exposed  during  this  war.... Zeal, 
vigilance  and  firmness,  which  St.  Francis  of  Sales  displays 
on  this  occasion.... He  is  taken  prisoner,  and  released  with 
honour.... Peace  is  made,  and  his  bulls  are  executed  to 
their  whole  extent.. ..He  undertakes  a  journey  to  the  court 
of  France,  to  obtain  from  Henry  IV.  the  re-estatyishment 
of  the  Catholic  Religion  in  the  bailiwick  of  Gex£...Great 
difficulties,  which  he  encounters  in  the  execution  of  this 
project.. ..He  surmounts  them  by  his  prudence  and  hit 
zeal.. ..Great  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  at  Paris  and  at  the 
Court.... He  is  accused  of  having  undertaken  the  journey, 
to  renew  the  conspiracy  of  the  Marechal  de  Biron....Firot- 
aess  and  confidence  in  God,  which  he  displays  on  this  oc- 
casion....The  manner  in  which  he  justifies  himself  hi  the 
mind  of  the-  king.... This  great  sovereign  redoubles  his 
esteem  for  him. ...  Advantageous  offers,  which  he  orders  to  J 
be  made  to  him,  to  detain  him  in  France....Great  exam* 
pies  which  he  gives  of  generosity  and  disinterestedness.... 
He  preaches  at  court  and  before  the  king  with  the 
greatest  applause. ...Remarkable*  conversions  which  he 
makes  at  Paris  and  at  court.. ..Ht  obtains  from  the  king 


(  i"  ) 


the  re-establishment  of  the  Catholic  Religion  in  the  baili- 
wick of  Gex.^He  depart*  in  order  to  proceed  to  Annecy.... 
He  is  informed  on  the  *oad  of  the  death  of  the  Bishop  of 
Geneva.... The  very  pious  manner*  in  -which  he  prepare* 
himself  for  the  ceremony  .of  his  consecration.. ..Rule*  <if 
life  which  he  laid  down  for  himself,  and  which  he  observed 
to  the  end  of  his  days  wijth  inviolable  fidelity. 


V 


Digitized  by 


Google 


V 


THE  MFB 


SAfNT  FRANCIS  OF  SALES, 


rHILE  the  transaction,  winch  have  been 


recorded,  vtere  takingi  place  cm  thm 


aife  of  tb?  Alps*  the  situation  of  thfc  transalpine 
affairs  appeared  likely  toltad  to  considerable  coifc* 
actions..  AH  the  princes  of  Italy,  ready  to  cotb* 
mease  hostilities  against  eachr  other,  were  bpgii* 
aiiig  to  diatuibr  the  profound  pea«e,  which  they 
bads* ehjayM,  and  which  k  is  $tfir  peca- 
liar  mterett  to  preserve. 

f  The  cause  of  this  geaeral  commotio^  t*«U 
thrwfwil  ofi  Clcraeat  VIII;  to  grtmt to  Offer  of 
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Est,  the  investi^  and  the  reunion 

of  that  city  to  th6  Holy  See.  The  princes,  who 
were  allied  to  the  house  of  Est,  espoused  its 
cause.  The  Pope  was  not  destitute  of  partisans. 
Th£$ii*p  of  *§4n  sfcrfacj  m  evfe^j4ir|^|io*r  and 
this  posture  of  affairs  obliged  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
whose  presence  w^ld  jhaye  t^ejtrfqr  some  time 
longer  indispensable  in  Chablais,  to  repass  the 
Alps  without  deby*  Italy  was  thus  agitated, 
for  a  certain  period  of  time  with  considerable 
commotions. 

*  But  while  affairs  were  returning  to  the 
fonder'  state  «f  trmqutUky,  an  eveiif  Itook^llce, 
wBkh  gave  Fran  ci^ar  greater  shaoe  of  uneasiness, 
than  <  she  <badxi£ver  experienced  in  aiiy  pirtiof  hk 
life,  Hb  bad  quitted  • €hab)aia^  m •*  hiqqprewiitie 
waft  atf  fcoger  nectsatry  in  i^t' province?  aod 
had  procmled  ,t#j  Attaeev,  to  give  aa  aceot^  to 
the  Bishop  of  (ieoeta  06 the  matineci*  whieh  the 
osdetjs  of  theiftuke  rind  bf  h&L^dshjpifciMM^ 
executed.  He  had  no  sooner  pei^cm*xL  this  of- 
fice with  his  usual  exactness,  than  the  prelate, 
» Vfb?  fcid  j  long  entertain?  d  the  >  design  of  making 
him  his  coadjutor^ auS  hadiascertdineditbe  senti- 
ments of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  on  the  subject,  naw 
'  ■         "r  ■  '■•  i — ■  ~  "  
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<J*%rmined  to  make  to fh$  proposal  in  du,e 
fmtfr** .  Joying  therefore  listened  with  attention 
to  his  report  concerning  the  affairs  of  Chablais, 
f^4;  in  his  turn,  that  he  roust  bp  full  *well 
•fip^.f^pt  his  gref^t  *ge  $nd  infirmities,  >y&pb 
jiwrf.  daily  growing  upon  faiijv  precluded  ali  po^ 
s^biljty  of  action,  at  a  pcri^  when  his  dio^se, 
4i}gpieqte4  by  the  addition  of  a  province,  de- 
^i«nded  more  activity  and  vigilance,  Ah$n  during 
#fiy  part  of  his  administration ;  that  he  could 
3 to  .  longer  govern^  without  calling  assistance, 
a^4,  that  he  had  looked  up  to  Jiim  as  a  p^rgqn  pro*- 
p^t  U>  be,  his  coadjutor  and  successor;  thatlje 
hn^r^0  ^tfbt  that  his.  humility  would  lead  him  to 
«fipp(W  jruitsolf  unworthy  of  the  charge,  i\)pt 
that^ucka  disposition  would  be  a  direct  proof  qf 
his  Dttr.it  and  qualifications ;  that  lie  \youW  nqt 
imfy  the  offer  to  another  but  with  hesitation,  and 
^ejnhliog;  that,  as  . to, him,  he  was  well  a^urml, 
IptfmMt&ll  the  episcopal  chair  with  credit  and 
;ii^U;.r%ut  lie  bqgg§4  fhim  to  do  such  a  seryice 
,for,jto*  Bishop,  or  rather  for  Jesus  Qhjcigt*  who 
<?^4  *W  f°r  the  purpose,  and  who  sfpjkje 

to  him  by  the  mouth,  .of  his  pfefcite;  and  ^e  can- 
jured  him  to  deliver  his  father  in  Christ,  from 
which  t^  felt,  y^n  fjkx%$tfmnpe  of 

J  hi  jm;  -  r  • — !■:■  •  ;  ~ — '■;■:!  v-.s  ?  ■  .Iv* 
ia2  "  ' 
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*ge  and  Wfttoiity  deprived  hitai  of  life  power  ttf 
**tfcfyitig  A*  dbHgtttioiii  of  Ilk  exalte*  statioti 

It  is  efcsy  to  Calculate,  whatt  must  Hate  bderi  th* 
touprise  of  a  "toah,  possessed  of  the  humility 
Frtmck  The  rtUMi^lieit^  And  confiisfeti  6f  Ms 
thought*  at  first  stepped  Hs  Utterance;  but  at 
length  iipstthiirig  the'  ustntf  calmness  of  his  Mtil, 
he  rfepiied,  thit  lit  W&s  extremely  obliged  ft*  the 
^tended  fatoUr;  thkt  nothlUg  could  fete  added  to 
the  gratitude  Which  he  felt  for  the  obligation; 
that  an  offer  was  made  to  him,  of  *  dignity, 
*whiefc  all  the  wcfrld  adriffre,  Which  softie  fcofet, 
but  whir h  the  greatest  number  do  hot  suffici- 
ently dread;  that  is  to  himself  he  was  f  tt% 
impressed  With  the  persuasion,  that  thft>  Ihmkto 
4kr  fretrt  being  ku  objeet  of  desire,  Would 
fifeadfttl  even  to  angeh;  thrt  he  could  not  but 
otoserte  an  Infinite  disproportion  between  hi*  owti 
qiialiticatitois  and  the  episcopal  dignity;  tfcit  he 
fcriew  himself  better  than  others  coirid  kttowhtiti  ; 
f&ttt  therefore  he  eohjUred  fcfe  venerable  prelate  to 
fro*  out  for  sdme  Other  person,  mote  worthy  fafc 
hinfrelf  6f  this  exalted  dignity. 

T*h#  Bfthop  of  Geneva,  who  bud  expected  this 
Refusal,  was  likewise  prepared  with  a  proper  an» 
swer.        a«fcofaki£ly  replied,  that  as  any  man 
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would  he  gftify  of  whnesfc  i*  b#wng<bmtf 
possessed  of  Tirtw  ewmgb  i*  *ngfige  in  *  pynpty 
so  holy  as  the  episcopacy,  be  agreed  with  bim 
that  it  would  ever  be  the  safest  pten  to  decline  the 
dignity;  but  that  he  ought  to  allow  on  the  oth^r 
fide,  that  tbece  would  be  a  great  dqgree  of  cw 
*uiftMe  obstinacy  in  persisting  i*  &  refusal,  when 
tbore  is  a  well  founded  reason  to  suppose  |bat 
firod  d«Mgps  to  place  a  person  in  sued  a  situation; 
tb*t  m  this  instance  he  coif  Id  not  regyilftfe  his 
copdM  jby  a  better  iqodel  than  that  of  JMoymp 
biwwdf,  the  holy  leader  of  the  people  flf  Qq&, 
'  who  at  fiift  defined  30  great  a  .cammissioq,  bu(t 
afterwards  accepted  it;  that  reftwal  proceeded 
from  his  humility,  gnd  the  subsequent  a*c<#pj*- 
tion  from  his  submission  to  t^p  wrder&j  of  Qod; 
that  unquestionably  tbere  would  be  presumpt^op 
»  ewgsgijpg  w&hout  fear  in  an  eu?p)pyqc^nt  *t- 
folded  with  such  difficulties  ;,  b#t  tfyerg  w^ul^be 
pride  in  refusing  to  obey  th$  orders  pf  Qod^  i$w> 
called  him  to  perform  the  function  J  ttyt  in  con- 
sideration of  his  weakness  on  one  side  he  de- 
fined the  employment  in  question;  hpt  tty*  on 
the  other,  with  full  reliance  on  tfoe  ^pijgbfy 
power  of  Him,  who  ^oropaauded  bim  tp  fofce  it, 
h$  should  aubmit  to  the  arduous  tatfo  th^f 
the  Saints  had  ever  followed  this  conduct,  and 
that  be  would  expose  himself  to  tafcs  a  very  wrongs 
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tftefbn,  AT  h&  Aould  Venturis  to  deviate  ffoftf 
theft^arrt^le;  thfct  he  apprbVed  of  his  induct 
iti  toot  tttfesenting  himself  for  the  purpose,  in  not 
stitiiiiilfrig  tlte  dignity,  in  even  declining  it  In  the 
first  instance;  but  that  he  eould  not  fteVsist  iri Tm 
rtFdsal;  Without  thwarting  the  call  of  Gbfl ;  ihat 
to  convince  him  fully  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion, 
he  felt  himself  obliged  to  inform  him,  that  he  had 
not  determined  upon  this  choice,  but  fefter  thfc 
coolest  consultation  with  all  the  most  able  aftd 
virtuous  persons,  within  the  circle  of  his  ac- 
quaintance; that  he  had  often  consulted  God 
fiimself,  and  that  he  had  never  done  it,  wlthcitrt 
feeling  himself  confirmed  and  invigtir&fed  iri  his 
purpose;*  that  the  clergy  and  the  people  desired 
io  have  him  for  their  pastor ;  that  his  tovereigft 
wished  if  Wi¥fi  extreme  ardour;  that  itfter  this, 
there  surely  could  not  remain  a  shadow  of  flduftt 
concerning  the  w  ill  of  God  on  the  Subject,  Awd 
tliatt  he  was  conscientiously  obliged  to  yield  ifrfo 
many  marts  of  a  Divine  vocation. 

ift  brands  replied,  #iat  with  all  the  light  Hvfifch 
hii  Tottlship  possessed  oh  the  importance  of  tfie 
episcopal  dignity,  it  cduld  nat  be  4  matter  of 
doutft,  that  Sis  venerable  farther  attributed  tt'Mh 
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ewy  good  qu«}»ty,  which  y^iefcahfc  a  $»bop 
to  attain  salvation  in  so  suhiiWcwa  statej  ht$t 
that  as  to  his  own  opinion,  he  was  convinced  of 
the  contrary;  that  he  perceived  clearly,  that  he 
possessed  not  one  of  those  qualities  jaecesaary  to 
form  the  character  of  a  good  Bishop;  and  though 
soffie  of  the  requisite  endowments  might  he 
ascribed  to. him,  be  should  ever  feel  it  a  duty  to 
decline. the  exalted  charge  ;  that  having  embraced 
the  ecclesiastical  state,  he  in  ,  truth  considered 
himself  obliged  to  labour  for  the  salvation  of  his 
neighbour,  but  that  there  existed  a  still  greater 
obligation,  not  to  form  any  engagement,  which 
could  obstruct  his  own ;  that  we  had  been  doomed 
•  to  .witness  but  too  many  examples  of  those,  who 
having  appeared  as  distinguished  models  of  virtue, 
in  the  .obscurity  of  private  life,  had  afterwards 
been  raised  to  the  first  dignities  of,  the  Church, 
and  had  been  suddenly  transformed  into  other 
men;  that  becoming  men  with  men,  they  had 
abandoned  themselves  to  the  vanity  of  honours 
and  of  worldly  riches ;  that  these  awful  examples 
impressed  him  with  terror,  and  that  hence  he 
could  not  help  drawing  an  inevitable  conclusion, 
that  the  temptations,  which  are  in  a  manner  an- 
nexed to  these  great  dignities,  are  of  a  dreadful 
description,  since  they  thus  shake  the  strongest 
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HtNttii  -  an  4fcfc  *fepigh  *wibds-  *oiaglfilMfc  hfcaw  Ytottli 

*  However/'  wpfed  *e  BWidp,  "*ere  i*ab 
tftarattm  ifc  the  Churdi>  *lm*  has  tpMrikaoed 
imme  Smote,  ttonlht  episcopal  vriatkai;  ule -most 
therefore  cdfectede,  either  that  you  exaggerate 
the  dangers,  which  Me  there  to  be  found,  xk  Akmt 
God  b&toxrs  grata  fcni*bose,  %tom  be  ctUis  to  it, 
which  are  $toferfal  enough  to  *B*m*u*t  the  el- 

Ffaneis  replied,  that  the  riumfcer  ofthos^Vbo 
had  lost  them^elfes  in  the  episedpai  atatton  was 
greater  tten  that  of  the  others ;  that  tie  oduM  oat 
overcome  the  alarms  which  these  terrible  ear- 
ftaqrits  kspirtd;  and  tbeA  hecoajured  Um  by  the 
tfrienighrp,  \rith  which  he  had  always  honoured 
hi**,  to  tbmk  ne  «a0re  of  the  subject,  but  to 
leave  to  Divine  Providence  iheore  of  prorating 
iuatsuftcessor. 

*  <Tbe  &Uh4p4id<Mt  thirik^t  praknt  *a  urge 
the  matter  fcrther  at  that  W  ;  be  dasiwd  bun 
mUf  to  consider  the  subject  more  coolly,  **Ho 
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Woo»aifcrid>tbe  Wh^bimi^^^G^d,  aslmktro- 
#&f  w*s  f  gtifag  to  fray,  i**rdar  that  *ke  ftarioe 
wftl  hligtot  be  rttatte  known.  He  fetftrcver  adtoired 
-Ms  profound  htttaittty,  and  >tbe  ^ieat  fdiiefflinje 
%W*r*m  ftfe  fgpttft  of  &od  ftnd  ft^of<li€iiriH«; 
%nft  tieitftahtd  moi*e  a^d(m%  tO'Wettwne  tibsnt- 
<fl<!S%,  *n  proportion  as  it  appealed  iwrfecttte.  >  Me 
fcptfte  on  <the  subject  to  all  'tJwwcj,  whona  4ie*laiew 
-to  ^oese*s  «tfny  asttendtttt  over  *hfe  mhid  dbe 
-fedftrifle  ipriftft.  *Ehey  £pamd  prins  4<r«jdt>ce 
foita  >ft>  coftiply  wifti  the  Wtthes  jiTAw  Bishop. 
But  *so  Qftso«fc*s*ftfl  iwe  their  endeavours,  that 
*th«y  «aon 'found,  that  he  had 'retired  *te*he  Owtfe 
^afifedes,  to  afv^id^#ehr  solicitations.  ■ 

* ^belBfcttop-df  Gweva  foikwed<llim*»ther; 
Md  uniting  Ms  sdiidtatidns  to  ♦beiesaf  dhe  *6burtt 
a*d  Cotmtete  iff  >§*tes,  lie  npife  in  ***r}un<*»ti 
4**h  &etn  the  wdst  -powerful  igftbrtsHo  orproome 
bknrestdutio*.  These  <«*o  w^^wsa^wd^  <*be 
mild  <jtkp*ritieftK  »df  ?Pmnei8,  are  gtriwm%  mot 
the  most  firm  in  their  purposes;  the  condescension 
with  vrhidh  Uiey  <«re  acpu*omeditoltM«t  dlfeers, 
^depri^es  them'  dlawgt  *ttf  thefpww*  «l  rafturi., 
^hen  tfce  object  of  the  wqiMt^ft  *n  tfarf*  own 
bands,  and  there  appears*     lbann  4n  their  ttom- 
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pk*o<*.,  Tbe  Ba&opof  G^»,  ^hej  Cou#^,iumI 
Countess  *>f  Sales*  wer$  the^ree  p&sQos  in,tbe 
wortd  for  whom  Francis  entertained  the  highest 
seattments  of  respect and  deference  ;  but  he  ho- 
mured  his  God  more  than  big.  moat  intimate 
friends ;  and  impressed  with  His  fear  and  Hip 
bwe,  be  was  incapable,  for  any  consideration 
whatever,  to  expose  himself  to  the  least  danger 
of  offending  Him.  Besides  p,g  the  extreme  mild- 
ness which  formed  the  leading  feature  of  his  cha- 
racier,  was  Jess  constitutional,  tbap  the  effect  of 
virtue,  he  was  by  no  means  destitute  of  a  cons- 
iderable share  of  firmness.  Many  instances  of 
this  have  already  been  recorded,  and  many  others 
may  be  remarked  in  the  following  parts  of  this 
history,  in  vain  therefore  did  the  Bishop  of 
Geneva  have  recourse,  to  thet  Count  aad  Coua- 
tess  of  Sales  to  oblige  htm  to  accept  of  the  ceadju- 
tofship  of  Geneva;  Francis,  convinced  that  this 
dignify  was  far  above  his  strength  ^nd  his  virtue 
continued  to  decline  it  with  unshaken  firn^ness. 

At  length  the  Bishop,  who  was;  determined  to 
bring  this  affair  to  a  successful  close*,  applied  to 
the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  requested  him  tq  issue  a 
writ,  appointing  Fcancis  bis  coadjutor.  ,  This 
wps  obtained  without  difficulty;  the  Duke  had 
already  destined  him  to  fill  that  See,  in  the  eveut 
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of  the  eternise  of  the  Bishop.  The  *good  pflekta, 
hiYirig  rfecfeived  this  instrument,  vrfckh  war  netm* 
s&rjr  to  the  execution  of  his  design/1  sent  it  to  him 
by'  a  clergyman  of  considerable  merit,  for  whom 
FtemciV  entertained  a  Irigh  esteefn. He  ordened 
him  at  the  ^ame  time  to  induce  Francis  to  accept 
it  ;  and  tf  he  should  fail  in  his  solicitations,  to 
command  his  acceptance,  under  pain  of  disobe- 
dience. ' 

1  v  The 1  Clergyman  acquitted  himself*  of  the  torn* 
mtesioti,  with  the  spirit 'of  a  man,  wlto  was  cfeterv 
mined  to  succeed;  he  employed  argument,  the 
authority  off  the  fathers,  and  the  examples  of  the 
84riiits,  to  enforce  his  submission.  Francis  al- 
leged his  wattt  of  capacity  and  of  virtue  reqonte 
for  the  charge;  when  his  adviser  told  trim  that  he 
had  a  positive  order  from  the  Bishop,  to  command 
his  acceptance  of  the  writ,  under  pain  of  di— hti- 
difence;  and  he  Conjured  him  to  yield  ?at  length  to 
siwh  visible  and  convincing  marks  of  a  Divine 
vocation. 

At  these  words,  bis  extreme  repugnance  was 
overpowered  by  thfc  authority  of  the  Church  and 
eien  of  Christ  himself,  wilh  which  he  knew  his 


'  *  A  ng.1  of  Sales,  ibid. 


Digitized  by 


380  THfi  1MB  OF  «T.  FRANCIS 

BMwp  lo  be  invested  ;  to  thtn&re  4b**gfr  *B 
farther  iwiitaaee  te  be  fattfets;  bat  before!* 
ganehis  final  consent,  he  considered  it  *  duty  to 
faonmlt  God  »  prayer.    He  want  to  Hie  Church, 
tad  lay  prostrate  before  the  holy  sacrament ;  feeft 
lie  spent  ft  eoasiderable  time,  shedding  a  torrent 
of  tews.   It  would  be  difficult  to  d<*cribe  the 
tfoohie  and  ftgstatioo  of  bt*  toul,  prepared  a*  he 
was  at  one  moment  to  gnre  his  consent,  and  tfel* 
alarmed  by  the  apprehension  of  dangers,  to  which 
he  mm  afraid  his  ▼ivrt*te  might  yield*    At  tengtb 
God  rerit*ed  him  to  bis  former  taanqnilHty;  and 
censidamgithis  peace  ^f  mind  as  a  proaf  thai  it 
w*s  required  of  hw  to  submit,  he  returned  to 
the  clergyman,  and  tmummiOBed  Him  to  tell  tbt 
Mishap  of  Geneva,  that  had  his  ovm  judge*** 
been  ieUaiwed,  he  ahmild  have  filled  tbe  tastpltftf 
i»4be  home  of  the  Lord;  Ibat  be  had  heea  w  a 
anantr  foated  ta  accept  the  provaatebip  of  *<3** 
am;  that  this  dignity  was  but  tot>f*r*bo?e  h* 
■tanfcr  share  ©fwtue,  withtttt  be^coat4mi*d 
to  accept  a  higher  station,  of  which  contfqpftaitfy 
he  was  more  unworthy ;  that  he  yielded,  however, 
*v  this  occasion,  not  toman,  but  to  God  himself 
with  whose  authority  Us  Bishop  wae 
and  Art  ha  protest**,  *h#  ftw»  tIft**i*K*J* 
received  this  dignify;  that       tagged  the  Al- 
mighty to  pardon  bis  «pjriiiiMl  father  for  the 


Digitized  by  GooQle 


or  SALBS.    'BOOfe  If. 


m 


choke  which  he  had  made  of  so  wnwortlly  •  sub- 
ject^1 and;  as  to  himself,  not  to  impute  to-  him, 
the  faults;  Which  Iris  incapacity  won  Id  doubifess 
*tec*ston  fir  sb  suMwe  add  arduous  at*  empkyi 
„  latent. 

Btlt  the  Btthop  was*  so^far  fawn  entertakring 
apprehensions  of  this  nature,  fliat,  onrecem 
fbg  the  neWs  of  hi*  acceptation,  he  publicly  aaii: 

that  be  had  never  done  my  good  in  bw'We  but 
%  his  choke  of  Francis  of  Sales  for  hit  successor." 
tt  would  he  difficult  to  describe  the  pnbltc  jaj^ 
wfcen  it  was  known,  that  this  tmty  apODtafe  man 
Was  named  coadjutor  of  Geneva.  The  transact 
tttifes  lit  Chabkis  had  aequimd  him  so*  orocfa 
Esteem,  and  the  extreme  mildness  of  his  ehaMcter 
hedctotciliated  so  many  friends,  that  the  noraioa- 
tion  of  any  other  to  succeed  to  the  See  of  ©oneva, 
WottW  have  disappointed  the'  expectations  of  the 
ptfbhc.  It  may  safely  be  pronounced;  thtft  a  pre* 
fete  of  his  distinguished  merit,  and  of  his  eminent 
tenctHy,  was  wanting  to  support  the  tense  of 
(be  CathoHe  religion,  which  had  so  lately  been 
fe^estabHshed  in  that  quarter.  And  indeed  no 
sooner  was  it  known  at  Geneva,  that  Francis 
was  named  to  succeed  to  the  Bishopric,  than  ntl 
hopes  were  lost  of  re-establishing  Cabrera*  in 
Chablais. 
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•B«t  the  &etttin>ents  0f(  Fr wets*,  were  varj^  $flp- 
ttmi  fuera.  these;  of  the  public,,  ; , He?  had  ^  soqotT 
gite&ihis  oonsent,  tftau  lie  w**j*  (>V<:ry^helj|iqil  \\ilh 
the  deepest  affliction,  whiehhe  had  ever  $$peti- 
enced  in  his  whole  life.    Incessantly  was  lie  en- 
gaged in  considering  the  new  situation  in  which 
be  wi»  goings  to  embark;  and  though  it  wjtfuld 
have  -  been .  impossibly  ,4o  disengage  hifwsejf  from 
bis  promise,  the  dangers  tappe^edt to  bun  Im 
iiwrnoeot.         seemed  to  him^  ;to;  be*  at  the 
points  being-  exposed  to  the  hpcrors     a  ,boi«- 
H*6n$  sea,  inmhwk heiqi^f  a%a>  thousand  dangw 
of  rf»p^^,  and  in  vv^bcli  be  peared^o^m, 
whiohihe  was  unable: to  foresee;  aqd  iaiheJMi- 
tenaess  of  his^heajpt,  be,  w^s^soi^jtia»B^  iasenM% 
lod.te  ^xclaiiiiwith  a  lpud  voice v  Save  us,  O^apd, 
we  am  peHskiftg.    Those  wbq  went  to;  offer  tbeif 
iumgoalujjitioiisy,  were  astonished  to  witof^btis 
d£t  ^afflktio* ;  and  as  t  th$$  yeatored  tq  q*p*e*s 
Ibeir^s^ris^b^aaidtwitli  i«^h  feeling ;  ^,418*! 

ft«f*-*dll"i  enough  to Jwse  to  answer  for^jr 
qw^eapj,  vH^tbvut  uod^ftajkjpg,  the  charge  p£$p 
jiitMfty/rtfcrs*.  qf  whom*  Go^will  4eie*#4>qf  ^gqp 
-$q  towiWe  aq^ccoqut."*  4Mpugth  tbpJiy$y  ap- 
•^afatflaiq&iqf  the  dasge|s,  to  v&ich^bfc  bslkvied 
J*e  VW&  tqtUetejcpwed,  ^odwcfid»  *u<?Il ^,pp^l&l 


*  Aug.  of  Sales,  ibid. 
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effect,  4fo$&  be  entirely  lost  all  sepose ;  want  of?  rest 
heated  hi*' Worn!,  and  occasioned  a  violent  fever, 
the  strength  of  -  whkhy  increased  by '  the  trouble 
and  agitation  of  his  mind,  soon  brought  4iis  dife 
i^odmrnvfteiri  danger. 

•The  Countess  of  Sales,  who  loved  him  with  the 
most  tender  affection,  was  inconsolable  at  the 
thought  of  having ;  contributed,  as  she  imagined, 
to  obtain  that  fetal  consent,  which  was  sow  likely 
to;  cost  hi ra his  life.  All  bis  friends  were  not  less 
afflicted  at  the  unexpected  calamity.  Such  f  fok 
hopes  had  been  formed  of  a  choice,  in  wkkh  Abe 
band  of  God  s<r  visibly  appeared,  that  ho  conso- 
lation could  alleviate  a  loss  which  seemed  ksre- 
parable.  •.  - .    ■  -      v   .'-;'*'  ^ 

i  Franoitf  joo  theneontrary,  de*ivod  comfort  from 
4fcat  circumstance,  which  excited  the sorrow  iof 
his  friends*  The  peace  of  bis  soul  iiteifeasfcd  with 
the  vhrieoee  of  hia*  disorder  ^audthist^nfkteBOe 
Hi  God  tras  n^ver  greater,  tliair  \vhe*  all  hopes  of 
hfta dife  had  vanished.  ;  v  ••      r  ;     b>  * 

i  But  Ghd;  who  *bad  destined  him  for  great 
'things,  w  graciously  pleased  ito  prolong  a- life, 
which  wlats  to  prove  so  holy .  and .  so  useful  to;  Jib 
Church.    The  violence  of -his  disorder  notfftiegtn 
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to  abate}  and  batog  iinto*»y««<  * 
tuftma,  a*  soon  f£gaNMdfei94MU«l)«t*flgt*-  $brt 
filature,  which  be  made  of  wtorrffog  haaltK  >wto 
to  repair  to  Artnwyv  <»'  wit  on,  tb#  *if»b*p>  <rf 
Genera,  who  was  himself  wrtwrtety  i»*wp<>*>d* 
in  consequence  of  the  affliction  occasioned  by  the 
daagfci,  thaottareataiied  the  Ket«C  Pwnei*.  His 
arrival  caMtetoBtedt  toaae  thai  atylwediflaV adtacej 
to  Before  the  agad'premte  t«  cearipkte^  hwdthi 
l%aneW«i«o*nfltoobwertredhim  to  fcnaiaaitoatten 
to  liana  totoffcnmpiaimay  than  he  andae*e*kim 
iuihc!  mast  feekng*  meaner,    itotehhhhn,.  tkafffe* 
had  alatoysr  looked'  up  to  him.,  asrhsa  tot&er  and 
his  pretosteai  that  B*4*mth«afidh«g,  h».ha*eiipe+ 
rieoced  ftom  Mur  mere-  reai.  iajbryi!  than  the 
united  efforts  of  all  his  enemies  were  able  to  i» 
diet ;  toat  his  venerable  Bishop  had  overwhelmed 
him  witfetkrvwdgbtof  his  authority,  thafcfcebad 
offewd  ieal  ritokmoe,  and  bad  foMadihin»  to  ghto 
a  reluctant?  consent  to  a  thing;  for*whi*  be*  felt 
the  greatest  possible  repugnance,  andnl which.he 
mure  welli  knaw  him  to  be*  unworthy  ?  that  it)  he 
had  not  thought  it  a  duty,  to  shew  compassion  to 
bis  weakness,  he  at  least  should  have  been  re- 
strained by  toe  tie*  of?  the  dreadful  %oeaint, 
which  he  would  haw  to  gtto'fcr  b**»g sehwtdi 
a  subject  a»  mrworthy  of  - toe  episcopal  charger 
He  otowved  to  him,  that  toaw  wrta  yettoneto 
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repair  the  foutt;  and  be  conjured  bite  with  the 
most  artless  sincerity  and  tenderness  to  recall  the 
writ,  and  to  allow  him  to  retract  the  consent, 
which  he  had  so  reluctantly  given.  '        .  j 

Hie  venerable  old  Bishop  answered  his  com* 
plaints  only  by  embracing  him,  and  adding  his 
exhortations  to  place  all  bis  confidence  in  God, 
who  having  called  him  to  the  episcopal  charge,  in 
a  manner,  which  left  no  doubt  respecting  the 
divine  will,  would  not  refuse  the  graces  necessary 
to  form  a  holy  prelate.  He  urged  him  to  make 
up  his  mind  at  once  on  the  subject ;  observing, 
that  it  is  unquestionably  true,  that  we  can  do 
nothing  of  ourselves,  but  that  we  can  do  every 
thing  in  Him,  who  strengthens  us.  He  added, 
that  so  far  from  recalling  the  writ,  and  allowing 
hind  to  retract  bis  consent,  he  had  informed  the 
Pope  of  the  choice  which  had  been  made ;  that  be 
had  no  doubt  of  his  approbation;  and  he  re- 
quested him  to  make  the  earliest  arrangements,  to 
depart  for  Rome,  in  order  to  complete  this  affair. 

Thus  Francis  unable  to  succeed  in  his  wishes, 
yielded  to  the  will  of  God,  whqm  he  believed  to 
speak  by  the  mouth  of  his  Bishop.  He  departed 
some  days  after;  but  the  Bishop  of  Geneva,  who 
apprehended  tha£  he  might  obtain  from  the  P#pe>  - 

VOL.1.  bV 
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a  release  from  the  charge,  which  he  si*  inucb* 
drefu)ed,  desired  that,  he  might  he  accompanied 
by  hi$  own  nephew,  who  was  a  Canon  of  Geneva, 
and  his  Vicar  Genera).   <Ajk1  here  the  disinterest- 
edness of  the  uncle  and  of  the  nephew  cannot  be 
too  much  adaiirqd.    It  is  certain,  that  the  Bishop 
of  Geneva  might  have,  chosen  his  nephew  tu> 
succeed  him  ;  atid  as  he  was  a  man  of  considerable 
merit,  and  had  gpverned  the  diocese  under  his 
uncle,  for  a  long  period,  with  great  success,  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  and  the  Pope  would  not  have  ob- 
jected to  th^  nomination.    But  on  this  important 
occasion,  he  consulted  not  the  suggestions  of  flesh 
and  Jtriood;  and,  knowing  Francis  to  be  a  nvin  o£ 
superior  merit,  be  without  hesitation  gave  him  the 
preference.    The  nephew  on  his  side  had  virtue 
enough,  not  only  to  refrain  from  all  complaint,* 
but  to  undertake  the  task  of  making  those  solici- 
tations, which  were  to  ensure  the  appointment  of 
Francis  as.  his  superior,  when  he  hijnself  might 
have  obtained  the  situation. 

They  were  both  well  aware,  that  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  worldly  employments' and  placet  of 
trust,  regard. may  be  had  to  consanguinity  and 
family  alliance;  but  that  in  filling  an  office, 
which  is  of  divine  appointment,  and  q£  a  nature 
altogether  divine,  God  alone  apd  the  qualities 
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*whfdh  He  demands,  are bethe  4ut»j£ete-of  tfoff- 
^d'dration5;  that  those  bnly  are  to  We  selected  for 
that  sublime  statiotf,  whom  it  is  probable  Hfe  tlas 
chosen,  the  humble  and  the  (Uikritable,  thbsewho  • 
ape  distinguished  for  piety  animated  by  kitafrledge, 
aAlf  "for  knowledge  enlightened  by  piety*  \  tlhse 
who  display  in  their  conduct  firm  and  undaunted 
oourage,  and  particularly  an  ardent  zeal  !foir  the 
»aflvatioh  of  souk ;  since  without  this  latter 
qiiality,  all  the  bther  virtues,  which  form  die 
character  of  a  prelate,  are  lifeless  atid  inanimate. 
It  is  by  these  marks,  we  are  to  distinguish  a  divine 
Evocation,  and  *o  discover  those  subjects,  whom 
God  has  destined  for  the  episcopal  charge.  l%is 
*as  the  criterion,  which  guided  the  judgmeirt  of 
the  (Bishop  of  Geneva,  and  determined  fain*  to 
prefer  Francis  to  his  own  nephew?  a  tidly  Chris- 
tian and  disinterested  conduct,  which  cannot  be 
too*  highly  applhuded,  or  too  faithfully  copied; 

fiut  while  the  venerable  Bishop,'  filled  with 
Wiat  holy  joy,  which  is  invariably  felt  by  tHtfse, 
Who*  ha*e  sought  purely  the  interests  of  God,  was 
peaceably  waiting  for  the  successful  issue  the 
negoeiitiotrt  of  his  nephew,  respecting '  the  nomi- 
rarfion  <of  the  coadjutor,  Franci*  having  passed 
the  Alps,  and  paid  his  respects  to  his  sovereign, 
was  pursuing:  his  journey  to  Rome  The  rQads 
b  b  2 
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were  rendered  extremely ,  infiommodiom  by  a 
continual  fall  of  rain  at  the  end  of  winter*  r  Tbat 
circumstance  gave  occasion  to  an  adventure,,  jo 
which  the  virtue  of  Fraaeis  appeared  so  conspicu- 
ous, that  the  incident  merit*  a  place  in  this  history. 
?A  little  before  he  arrived  at  a  town  in  Italy, 
which  h  i  not  named  by  the  historians  of  hi*  life, 
hia  horse  tumbled,  and  threw  him  into  a  mire, 
from  which  he  was  extricated  in  so  unpleasant  a 
situation,  that  he  was  obliged  to  hasten  to  the 
first  inn  to  change  his  dress.  As  he  bad  no  other 
suit  *f  clothes  but  that  which  he  wore,  a  French 
gentleman  whom  he  had  met  on  the  road,  and 
with  whom  he  had  been  extremely  sociable,  offered 
him  a  black  velvet  dress,  and  engaged  him  to 
make  use  of  it,  till  Ins  own  should  be  cleaned  and 
dried.  That  attention  to  decorum,  which  he  in- 
variably shewed,  permitted  him  not  to  appear  ia 
public  in  tbat  attire;  he  accordingly  remained 
alone,  while  bis  companions  were  amusing  them- 
selves  in  the  town.  At  the  same  time  there  arrived 
at  the  inn,  a  lady  handsome  in  her  person,  and 
extremely  modest  in  her  mien.  The  propriety  of 
her  behaviour  imposed  on  Francis,  as  she  was 
deceived  by  his  velvet  dress ;  she  mistook  him  for 
a  gentleman  of  the  world ;  he  vainly  imagined  her 


*  Afcg.  of  Sales.  Book  IV. 
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tat' he  a  virtuous  womati.    Francis  was  at  that 
period  in  'the  flower  of  his  yean;  tod  might  be 
considered  as  one  of  the*  handsomest  men  of  his 
timfc;    A  cofaversatioo  gradually  took  place;  it 
turned  at  first  on  indifferent  subjects;   but  the 
lady  imagining  she  had  no  time  to  Iqse,  soon 
changed  the  topics  which' they  had  been  discuss* 
rag,  and  spoke  in  so  licentious  a  strata,  that 
Francis  was  struck  with  astonishment,  to  see 
such  an  air  of  modesty  united  with  such  loose  and 
indecent  conversation.    He  replied  in  a  manner, 
calculated  to  produce  remorse;  but  she  was  one 
of  those,  of  whom  the  scripture  says,  that  they 
bare  made  to  themselves  the  front  of  a  eourteaaw, 
and  have  karat  never  to  blush;  she  turned  into 
ridicule  whatever  he  said  to  reclaim  her,  and  con- 
tinued her  licentious  conversation.    Francis' was 
not  a  little  embarrassed ;  he  wished  on  one  side  to 
spare  the  reputation  of  this  lady;  on  the  other, 
the  Occasion  was  too  dangerous  to  allow  him  to 
remain  in  her  company.    The  plan  which  he 
adapted  was  to  make  his  bow  and  retire ;  but  the 
lady  ran  after  him,  and  stopped  him  at  the  door, 
at  the  moment,  when  ope  of  the  servants  of 
Francis  was  entering  the  room.    The  servant  re* 
marked  the  conduct  of  the  lady  with  some  sur- 
prise; and  her  embarrassment  gave  him  aivery  bad 
opinion  of  her  character.  *  He  was  going  to  ex* 
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preis  *is^  omtiroeats*  to  ber>  wben^FVaiteis,  with 
a  pawnee  of  nrind  whieh>  iiwer  left 'bitn,  pre- 
retted  him,  by  Retiring  that  be  would  eondtiet 
Ibis  kdy  to  her  room;  for  that  she  had  Jnktaken 
fa**  owny  the  apartment  winch  had  been  -  as- 
signed to  hint.  The  aertant  e*ncei*ed  so  better 
opintori  of 1  hdr^  bn  ateount,  and  could  not 
help  rekiidg  the  adventure  to  die  FVench  gebtie- 
many  whd  has  be^i<mcntianed.>  •  - 

When  Ibey  haft  restftned  thtir  jown€y;1  <Ws 
gentleman  fcpeke  to  Francis  on  the  fcibject/  and 
told  hhri;  that  the  effrontery  of  *  this  woman  bad 
excited  his  surprise  in  a  very  great  degr<fe*y  *s  she 
bid  tfee  appearance  of  a  person  ©f  quality*  ami  as 
bar  rataksty  bad  at  first  ifepressed  bkn  witb  *e*ti- 
mentft  af  rtspect.  Francis  charitably  obsert^d, 
*  that  perhaps  she  was  what  her  appearance  ;  aeorted 
to  indicate;?! but  thtt  kktlife,  there  ascertain  wil 
bdnrs  wfcefr  poor  Junnaa  beings  are  not  always 
rafcster  d£  theit  own  motions ;  *  and  that  God  wme- 
titans  permits  those  aeeidents,  to  make  us  sensible 
of  our  Weakness,  to  teach  us  a  salutary  distrust  af 
ourselves^  end  to  oMige  us  to  have*  recourse  to 
the  fountain  of  all  goodness.  * 

He  added,  that  it  was  an  unquestionable  trath, 
that  die  company  of  women  must  ever  be  con**- 
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>deted  as  extremely  dangeron*,  paiticularly  for 
young  people,  but  that  he  was  convinced,  that 
Hbhe  company  which  requires the  most  vigilant 
precaution  was  that  of  virtuous  wotaen;  that  with 
a.  share  of  the  fear  of  God,  and  a  tender  regard 
for  reputation,  men  generally  avoid  the  company 
of  women  whose  characters  aro  indifferent,  or 
whose  conduct  is  disapproved  in  the  world ;  that 
the  acquaintance  of  devout  women  exciter  leas 
precaution;  that  a  connection  with  them  is  easily 
formed,  because  no  bad  consequences  are  appre- 
hended, and  the  modesty  of  their  deportment  natu- 
rally commands  esteem;  that  notwithstanding^  it 
becomes  one  of  the  most  refined  artifices  of  self 
love;  that  men  easily  pass  from  the  admiration  df 
the  virtue,  to  an  afiection  for  the  party ;  that  the 
transition  is  so  insensible,  that,  as  the  heart  re- 
oeiffes  no  mw  impression*  it  easily  mistakes  *he 
growing  affection,  for  the  virtuous  attachment  to 
wJiieh.  it  has  been  habituated;  (that  thai  a  connec- 
tion is  formed,  which  is  only  perceived,  when 
there  exists  not  fortitude  enough  to  dissolve  it ; 
thqt,  ike  same  observation  My  be  applied  the 
attaehowtit,  »which  devout  women  hav*  for  vir- 
tuous men;  tihat  hence  anise,  those  ridiculous  and 
extravagant   instances  of  inordinate  affectipns 
which  ace  sometimes  exhibited;  ancLtJbat.it  oiay 
be  said  wth  Sfc. Paul,  that,  havkjg  beg^n  by  the 
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spirit,  they  imi  wi&the  flesh;  that  he  was  per- 
suaded that  such  connection*  seldom  pro*e  crtmi- 
nah  and  that  he  did  not  lecollect  a  single  instance 
of  the  kind;  but  that  they  must  ever  be  subjects 
*>f  distfuat,  vigilance  and  precaution;  that  God  is 
more  jealous  of  the  heart  than  of  the  body,  and 
that  though  persons  may  not  be  subject  to  shame- 
ful crimes,  they  may  not  more  on  that  account 
belong  to  him.* 

The  travellers  were  engaged  in  this  conversa- 
tion, till  they  reached  Rome,  which  was  not  far 
Uutaut  from  the  place  they  had  left.  As  Francis 
had  no  time  to  lose,  he  immediately  waited  on  the 
Cardinal  of  Medici,  whom  he  had  known  *  at 
Tbonon.  This  prince  had  conceived  the*  most  ex- 
alted esteem  fair  his  merit  and  piety;  and  it  is  well 
known  that  after  his  election  to  fill  the  Pontifical 
chair,  he  intended  to  make  him  a  Cardinal;  but 
surviving  his  election  only  twenty  seven  days,  he 
was  unable  to  execute  that  good  purpose,  as  well 
as  many  other  laudable  designs  which  be  had 
formed.  The  Cardinal  listened  with  the  utmost 
pleasure  to  the  account  of  the  transactions,  which 
bad  taken  place  in  Cbabl&is,  from  the  time  of  bis 
departure  from  Thonon ;  he  examined  with  atten- 
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Hon  the  different  memorials,  \vhich  Ffcancis  was 
commissioned  to  present  to  his  Holiness,  and  the 
petitions,  which  he  had  to  make,  relative  to  the 
complete  re-establishment  of  the  Catholic  religion 
in  CbaMais ;  he  promised  to  support  them  with 
all  bis  influence,  and  engaged  to  conduct  him  to 
have  an  audience  from  the  Pope. 

The  Pope,  who  knew  him  by  reputation,  and 
had  addressed  to  him  several  briefs,  received  him 
in  the  moat  gracious  manner,  bestowed  on  him 
the  highest  commendations,  conversed  with  him 
often  to  private,  and  complied  with  the  whole 
extent  of  his  demands.  But  as  he  observed,  that 
Francis  said  nothing  about  the  coadjutorshtp  of 
Geneva,  concerning  which  the  nephew  of  the 
Bishop  had  spoken  on  delivering  Us  uncle's  letters, 
after  admiring  his  profound  humility,  united  with 
such  distinguished  merit,  he  opened  the  business 
himself,  and  told  him,  that  he  approved  the 
choice,  which  had  been  made  of  him  to  fill  that 
station.  Francis  replied,  that  he  was  not  com- 
missioned to  transact  that  business;  that  bad  he 
been  empowered  to  speak  of  it  to  bis  Holiness,  he 
should  have  embraced  tile  opportunity  fbr  the 
purpose  of  entreating,  that  he  might  be  released 
from  an  engagement  so  mucji  above  hi*  capa- 
city, and  to  which  he  had  beta,  in  some  mea- 
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■wire,  constrained  to  give  a  raluetant  consent. 
The  Pope  informed  him,  that  this  business  was 
completely  adjusted,  and  that  he  had  only  to  bold 
himself  in  readiness  to  undergo  his  examination, 
at  which  he  hiipself  should  preside  within  three 
days* 

Francis  was  surprised  at  this  requisition,  as  he 
knew  that  the  Bishops  of  Savoy  and  those  of 
Fiance,  were  never  subjected  to  ad.  examination. 
Accordingly  without  making  any  reply  to  the 
Pope  on  that  subject,  lie  repaired  to  the  Count 
of  Veme>  the  ambassador  of  his  sovereign,  and 
observed  to  him,  4hat  it  was  his  concern  to  pre- 
vent any  innovation  on  his  account.  The  Count 
immediately  requested  an  audience ;  but  the  Pope 
previously  satisfied  hint,  by  sayings  thai  it  was 
not  his  wish  to  subject  to  an  examination  any 
Bishops  ntmed  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy;  that 
fait  present  plan  wkh  respect  to  Francis,  arose 
merely  from  his  personal  desire  of  witnessing  the 
capacity  ^  of  a  mail,  concerning  whom  such  advan- 
tageous accounts  had  been  circulated.    This  de- 
claration satisfied  the  ambassador,  and  -Francis 
prepared  for  his  examination;  but  it  was  at  the 
feet  of  the  cfucifix.    There  in  profound  recollec- 
tion, he  begged  of  God  with  much  fervour,  that 
if  lie  did  not  call  him  to  Hie  episcopal  charge,  He 
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Would  be  pleaded  to  make- his  ignorance  ^appear, 
and  to  fill  him  with  confusion  in  the  presence  of 
his  vicegerent ' 
:■    .  .      •     '  i-    . '       .f   •  >.  - 

'  On  the  day  fixed'  far  the  examination,  here- 
paired  to  the  appointed  place.  The  Pope  "tame 
soon  after,  accompanied  by  the  Cardinal  Baroriius, 
by  seven  other  :  Cardibfcils,  by  a  great.  number  of 
Archbishops,  BUbops,  Abbots,  Generals  bf  otr 
ders>  fcttd  celebrated  Doctors  ;  and  among  others 
by  the  celebrated  Bellarmii*  who  was  afterwards 
a  Cardinal  - 

-  *  The  Pope,  who  was  well  skilled  in  theology, 
began  himself  the  examination,  which  was  after- 
Wands-  continued  by  the  Cardinals,  the  Bishops 
and  the  Doctors.  Thirty*five  questions  bf  the 
stibKmest  part  of  theology  were  proposed;  and 
Franoi*  replied  to  each  with  so  amch  solidity, 
prec  ision  and  modesty,  that  the  Pope  enchanted 
with  his  display  of  talent,  rose 'from  his  seat,  aad 
tenderly  embracing,  him,  repeated  to  him  these 
words  of  the  scripture,  f  Drink,  my  son  oi#  of 
thy  <w&  cittern,  and  the  streams  of  thy  awn  wells 
kttihy  fountains  be  conveyed  abroad,  and  in  the 
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streets  divide  thy  waters.  He  afterwards  declared 
him  coadjutor  and  successor  to  the  Bishop  of 
Geneva,  named  him  Bishop  of  Nicopolis,  and 
gave  directions,  that  his  hulls  should  be  prepared. 
After  the  example  of  the  Pope/  the  Cardinals  and 
the  Prelates  gave  him  great  majks  of  esteem,  and 
vied  with  each  other  in  bestowing  the  highest 
terms  of  commendation.  Thus  this  humble  man, 
who  had  begged  of  God,  to  fill  him  with  confu- 
sion, if  be  were  not  called  to  the!  episcopal  change, 
returned  crowned  with  glory,  and  obtained  the 
general  esteem  of  the  court  of  Rome,  the  most  en^ 
lightened  in  the  world,  and  the  most  difficult  to 
deceivp. 

A  Spanish  clergyman,  who  had  been  named 
to  a  Bishopric,  met  with  a  very  different  faite; 
and  the  circumstance  is  too  remarkable  to  be 
omitted.  He  was  to  be  examined  with  Francis, 
and  had  repaired  with  him  to  the  place,  where 
the  examination  was  to  be  held.  He  was  by 
no  means  destitute  of  virtue  or  learning;  and 
he  had  reason  to  belieive,  that  he  should  acquit 
himself  with  honour.  However,  the  presence  of 
the  Pope,  of  the  Cardinals  and  the  Prelates  made 
such  an  impression  on  him,  that  struck  with  a 
sudden  and  violent  fear,  he  fell  into  a  swoon.  In 
this  situation,  he  was  conveyed  to  his  lodgings; 
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every,  possible  remedy  to  recover  him  was  em- 
ployed. The  Pope  even  sent  his' own  physicians 
to  administer  relief;  and  directed,  that  assurances 
should  be  given  him,  that  bis  bulls  should  be  is- 
sued without  any  previous  examination.  He  died 
the  same  day  without  any  other  apparent  disorder, 
than  the  violent  effect,  which  fear  had  produced. 
This  accident,  which  took  place  at  the  moment 
that  the  examination  of  Francis  was  commencing, 
was  fully  sufficient  to  disconcert  bis  resolution. 
$i|t  Gqd,  who  is  ever  the  support  of  the  humble, 
gave  him  courage;  and  his  firmness  and  presence 
<ff  mind  was  a  subject  of  greater  admiration,  &<t 
it  was  difficult  to  guard  against  the  effects  of  so 
singular  an  adventure. 

The  affairs  of  Chablais,  which  had  formed  the 
leading  motive  of  the  journey  of  Francis  to  Rome1, 
did  not  so  completely  engross  his  attention,  as  to 
prevent  him  from  frequenting  the  society  of  those 
friends,  whom  his  reputation  had  acquired.  He 
certainly  did  not  neglect  the  dispatch  of  business; 
but  as  every  thing  is  conducted  at  Rome  with  the 
most  deliberate  coolness,  it  is  vain  to  solicit  the 
hasty  execution  of  any  affair,  where  a  solemn  slow* 
ness  in  all  proceedings  k  perpetually  observed" 
However  as  (he  Pope,  bad  approved  of  all  bis  me- 
morials, had, complied  with  all  bis  requests,  and 
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at  be  had  no  doubt  of  the  successftil  issue  of  his 
journey,  he  waited  with  great  franquSIIity  for  thfe 
time  of  his  departure.  He  often  visited  the  Car- 
dinal of  Medici^  whose  esteem  for  him  daily  in* 
creased  The  Cardinal  Borgbese,  who  Was  af- 
terwwdB  Pbpe,  under  the  denomination  bf  Paul  V. 
contracted  with  him  a  great  intfmacy,  andcJotttri1 
bufcd  more  than  any  irther  person,  to  facilitate 
the  issue  of  the  necessary  hulls.  ,  He  becafne  like- 
wise very  m4ch  connected  With  the  Gatdmal 
Baronius;  this  learned  man  frequently  took  hirk 
ir> various  excursions  *ki  hir  carriage  in  order  to 
enjoy  at  leisure  \m  conversation,  and' wade  hihva 
present  of  his  Ecctemasticai  Anrials.  B&Hafttoih 
the  Jesuit,  who  united  with  •tte-'mofit^  eiiiitiettt 
piety,  a  share  of  knowledge  exquisitely  profound, 
frequently  paid  him  a  visit--  Ftoatty  all  tbosa  at 
Rome,  whom  piety  and  'learning  rendered-  *  Emi- 
nent, honoured  hin* wttto  their  friendship !<  B*l 
he  met  With  no  dne  more ^  ai^ordirigf  to'his  owii 
heart,  than  the*  Father*  Juvenal  Ancitta,  atihat 
time  a  priest)  <tf<  the  jetoatoriaa*,  and  afitenwafds 
Bishcrp^of^Badttctor  <he»'wmilarity  oP  tbcwr^taiefatt 
add  dispositionsi  >ftrst  brought  <tfccf»  fcogdtli^,  sad 
their  intitoaty^chdedf**fe»lyt  ^ith  ifeeir  hW 
Er»iic»^^^€(BtM)i^  himifm  hir  liter*!;  as*a 
PMlittd  dUitlttgW*ed*y  fcfetki^^e-airf  vvirt«H 
tp*ii*Wi^ail#i  chaii^  WibTl»tttdM^ T^Hh'tfcfe 


Digitized  by 


OF  SALES.     BOCA,  ITl  &8fr 

flock  as  a  father  with  his  children,  dnd  completely 
possessed  their  afifectiongi  ^ 

Whatever  charms  Francis  might  have* found  nit 
the  conversation  of  these  great  meri,  his  zes^h  for' 
the  Catholic  religion  urged  him  continually  t(* 
hasten  his  departure  for  Chablais.  This  ardentd*** 
be  testified  to  his  friends  at  Rome,  wiib'bjnf 
earnest  solicitations  at  length  obtained  all  bis  ne- 
cessary briefs,  and  enabled  him  to  take  leave-oft 
his  Holiness.    The  Pope  at  parting  gave  him  in* 
numerable  marks  of  osteon  ;  and  cbafcged 
apply  to  himself  personally,  either  for  his 
business,  or  for  any  concern,  in  which  his  Pootc- 
fical  authority  might  be  employed  to  bis  4d-^ 
vantage.  f  *u  :  » 

Francis  replied,  that  without  looking  much  fotf 
opportunities  of  applying  to  the  Father  of  tlm 
faithful,  he  had  a  favour  to  ask  bf  his  Holiness* 
before  his  departure;  that  the*  church  of  Gtedeya* 
was  in  the  enjoyment  of  privileges,  which  ^ap^ 
peared  to  him  to  be  too  burdehsojue  t<>  tbe  peo* 
pie ;  that  of  such  a  nature  was  that  of  inheriting 
the  effects  of  those  who  didd  in*Atfcti»>;  Jthat  Eke 
slaves,  the  peopl«  were  forbidden  to  4*ake  a  will, 
and  to  dispose  of  the  smallest  part  of  their  pfcW 
perty  in  favour  of  their- near  /elatioot,  whpoftw^ 
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were  in  a  state  of  indigence/  and  stood  more  in 
need  of  relief  than  the  Bishop  of  Genera ;  that  of 
the  same  description  was  the  privilege  of  obliging 
the  inhabitants  of  certain  towns;  to  watch  during 
the  night  on  the  banks  of  the  marshes,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  croaking  of  the  frogs  from  disturbing 
the  repose  of  his  Lordship.    He  added,  that  these 
privileges  were  unworthy  of  a  Bishop,  who  should 
'  ever  labour  to  prove  the  father  of  his  people,  with- 
out exacting  from  them  those  menial  services, 
which  exhibited  rather  the  appearance  of  pagan- 
ism, than  the  liberty  of  the  Christian  Church  ; 
that  since  the  Holy  Father  had  been  pleased  to 
name  him  coadjutor  and  successor  of  the  Bishop 
of  Geneva,  he  conjured  his  Holiness  to  be  allowed 
to  relinquish  these  claims,  if  the  day  should  come, 
when  on  succeeding  to  the  Bishop,  he  should 
think,  that  they  might  be  resigned  with  pro- 
priety.   The  Pope  admired  the  charity  and  disin^ 
tc  restedness  of  Francis ;  he  permitted  him  to  act 
in  that  affair,  as  be  should  think  proper,  and' 
dismissed  him  with  reiterated  assurances  of  his 
friendship  and  protection. 

He  departed  from  Rome  tome  days  after ;  and 
it  was  remarked,  that  he  had  never  spoken  to  the 
Pope  or  to  the  Cardinals,  on  his  own  personal 
concerns,  though  they  ? "would  have  felt  mnch 
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pleasure  in  obliging  him;  and  that  instead  of  so- 
liciting' the  bulls  for  the  coadjutorship  of  Geneva, 
be  had  so  completely  abandoned:  them"  to*  Provi- 
dence, that,  had  not  the  nephew  of  the  Bishop; 
who  accompanied  him,  taken  care,  to  have  fheni 
prepared,  he  would  have  returned  to  Awiecy 
without  them*  Francis  .returned*  T>y  Loretto; 
but  he  remained  there  only  long;  Enough  to  satisfy 
his  devotion.  He  then  repaired  with  .great  expe- 
dition tb  Turin,  to  present  to  the  Duke  rif  Savoy, 
tWe  bulls*  which  he  had  obtained  from  his  Holi* 
fceas,  and  to  request,  that  they  might  be  carried 
into  immediate  execution.  As  he  had  acted  by 
the  orders  of  his  sovereign,  agreeably  to  the  plkns 
approved  by  him,  before  his  departure  frotb 
Thonort;  he  had  reason  to  suppose*  that  the 
Duke,  who  considered  the  ^establishment  of  the 
Catholic  religion  in  Chablais  as  his  bwn  work, 
and  as  the  most  glorious  event  of  his  reign>  would 
give  every  possible  facility  to  the  execution  of 
these  briefs.  But  it  is'  not  at  the  present  period 
of  the  world  only>  that  we  are  doomed  to  see  pri-r 
vate  interest  placed  in  opposition  to  the  general 
good.  The  two  military  orders  of  St.  Maurice 
and  of  St.  Lazarus,  of  which  the  Dukes  of  Savoy 
ajre  the.  Grind  Masters,  strenuously  opposed  the 
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designs  of  Francis;  and  tbii  great  mail  fcaw  Mtn- 
self  reduced  to  the  unpleasant  dilemma  fefrb**  of 
relinquishing  a  project,  on  the  execution  of  which 
the  preservation  of  the  Catholic  religion  in 
Chablais,  absolutely  depended;  or  of  incurring 
Ac  enmity  of  every  person  of  consideration  in  the 
dominions  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy.  Even  the  sote- 
r&ign,  iii  equality  of  Gtand  Master,  had  a  peculiar 
interest  in  obstructing  the  etfecutlon  of  thorn  or- 
ders of  his  Holiness.  He  was  at  once  judga  aiWI 
party;  a  delicate  situatioh  for  a  subject  of  the 
character  of  Francis,  who  feels  himself  entrusted 
with  the  duty  of  supporting  the  interests  of  God, 
but  which  he  cannot  maintain,  without  violating 
those  of  his  sovereign.  Less  considerable  diffi- 
culties would  have  daunted  the  courage  of  a  maa 
less  firm,  and  less  devoted  to  God,  than  Francis. 
However  these  were  not  the  only  trials,  which  he 
had  to  surmount. 

The  affturuncter  consideration  was  tittBMify 
to  be  brought  before  the  council  of  the  Bfafce, 
composed  chiefly  of  persons,  who  w$ite  £onaectod 
by  blood  or  by  alliance  wfth  the  conftftihdeh  of 
the  orders.  This  obstacle  was  alUbddd  with 
aitother.  It  baa  been  related  <baK  Fretacit  had 
carried  several  measures  mi  the  council,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  settfftMhts  of  the  old  counsellors  of 
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.  *  After  ,tl*  Cathojfc  (Tejigifm  bad  fcfeq 
Wtsbed  fro/n  Cb^lais  «M»d  %  ^iliwjf lw,  flopp 
Gregory  XUT.  who  bad  fofle^n,  thai  it  /njght 
<pne  day  ^  reestablished,  was  aw^re,  at  tbe-saniyj 
Mifle  that,  if  4he  Cfdyinjsts  weq?  perwjtted 
WWP  all  4he  beoefipes  jbotfa  secular  and  ftjgul*r> 
Abe  restitution  of  the  ewte^tipal  mopiqrty  n^ig^t 
eventually  prove  an  obstante  rto  t,be  ^fr-establiih-- 
meat.  This  therefore,  he  was  determined  to  ob- 
iiiate  ;  and  for  thk  purpose  Aiujswd  Jhe  jbfoe- 
fcpa  |o  tfce  military  «$*ys  #  St.  Maurice  *i>d 
St  J#«urus.  TJie  plap  »$stfU>  .and  ycell  jw4$&d  ; 
%  mwtfld  the  £f#B$qa  #f  fww««if^ 

^ ■ .......  ijfj ■»  ,  nuMiijim  wiwunnffiww  jgggniljMy 

 * 
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who  might  tike1  possession  bt  the  'jfcppttfy  ill 
question,  and  support  their  claims  in  ^pi^Ositlori 
tp  the  efforts  of  the  Calvinists.  These  orders* 
following  the  military  profession,  and  composcSi 
of  the  most  distinguished  persons  in  the  demiv 
nions  of  the  Dttk'e  of  Savoy,  arid 1  having  this 
Princfe  for  their  Grand  Master,  formed  the  strongj&t^ 
party  figainisiHhe  common  enemy.  The'Galvnrists 
themselves  were  well  aware  of  thfcifr  situation  > 
they  entertained  no  doubt,  that  if  they  acted  in 
opposition  to  these  military  orders;  thejr  wonH 
draw  upon  themselves  all  the  forces  of  Savoy 
and  Piedmont  They  therefore  left1  the  Knights 
in  quiet  possession  t)f  the  property,  'tfhich  had 
been  consigned  to  them,  and  made  no  attempt 
to  excite  any  commotio^.;  All  this  proved  a 
source  of  great  wealth  to  these  two  orders;  and 
the  ^fronage  of  tlie  Dnke  of  Sav6yy  who  had  m 
his  gift  alt  the  commander  ies,  became  in  conse- 
quence very  considerable. 

.   •         .  \       r  *  '.  .  .        'j.  ■  , 

It -became  necessary  to  stand  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the /powerful  interests  of  these  two  or- 
ders, -ia*  order  -to  persuade  the  Duke  to  Consent, 
that  the  benefices  trader  consideration' should  be 
v  taken  irom-these  military  fraternities,  and  restored 
to  their  fSrmer  possessors/*  However  as  the  Ca- 
tholic religion  had  been  re-established  in  Chablais, 
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in  th$  manner  which  h  as  >  been  related,  Francis 
had  zeal  enough  to  make  thg  proposal  to  the 
Duke,  and  he  was  enabled  to  qdnvinee  hw,  that 
the  Catholic  religion  could  not  long  be  supported 
in  that  province,  without  this  resumption  of  the 
ecclesiastical  property.  The  Prince  in  conse- 
quence gave  bis  consent  in  writing*  that  Francis 
should  repair  to  Rome  to  negotiate  the  business. 
This  was  the  motive  of  the  journey,  which  has 
been  mentioned,  He  obtained  of  the  Pope  all 
^necessary  briefs,  to  complete  tlfis  great  affair.  It 
was  to  the  execution  of  these  briefs,  .  that  the  com- 
manders of  the  orders  raised  the  vigorous  opposi- 
tion* which  has  been  referred  to.  v 

x     v.      f,  * 

The  conduct  of  the  commanders  appeared  in 
some*  degree  rational,  -as  Gregory  ^IJL  ih  the 
bull  which  he  issued  for  the  union  of  the  benefices 
to  the  two  military  orders;  had  expressly  declared, 
that  in  the  event  of  the  re -establishment  of  the 
Catholic  religion  in  Chablais,  the  commanders 
should  not  be  compelled  to  allow  to  the  curates 
more  than  a  decent  maintenance,. and  that  tbay 
should  enjoy  the  remaining  portion  of , the  reve- 
nues, ,  This  article  had  been  carried  into  effect; 
and  the  orders  insisted,  that  no  farther  Remand 
could  be  made.  , 
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Ho^eve*  Cftenignt  VIII.  p^  hO  rggafd  to  thfe 
*lauae;  aflfl  be  draped  that  tbe  pwpfeliy  disposed 
if  by  ©ftgdff XIII.  should  feyett  tt> tho  fornier 

$wmm,  without making  hnymemikm  what- 
ever ih  fttdur  of  m  two  d#*e¥s.  *  p^ceeded 
tff^  farther  ;  fer  in  opposition1  to  the  tfUiial  style 
ttf  the  cdurt  qf  Rome,  the  parties  interested  in  the 
qnestiofl,  were  hot  cited  rt&r  heard  in  tbetf  de- 
fence; the  Pope  contented  himfcelf  with  the  con- 
stat of  the  Duke  Of  Satoy,  the  Grand  Mastef  of 
the  ttfo  OrdeH.  the  corainanders  In  consequence 
delated,  that  they  appealed  front  the  Pope  ill 
flMbNned,  to  the  Pope  rightly  informed;  a  mode 
of  prolonging  the  affair  to  such  lengths,  as  never 
to  reach  the  end. 

This  Was  a  source  of  the  greatest  apprehension 
to  Francis ;  be  was  persuaded  that  a  suitable 
provision  for  learned  and  enlightened  pastors 
could  not  be  made  too  early ;  and  be  despaired  of 
finding  ^  of  this  description,  as  long  as  the  be- 
nefice* should  be  reduced  to  a  bare  maintenance 
for  the  incumbents.  Under  these  embarrassing 
circumstances,  ih  which  be  consulted  no  othet 
interest,  than  that  of  God  ami  religion,  be  resorted 
to  jflayer^is  usual  t*es6urce  When  he  Was  eiposed 
to  the  contradictions  of  men.    After  having  filed 
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his  «oul  with  force  and  light  in  that  heavenly 
exercise,  he  waited  on  the  Duke,  and  presented 
ihe  memorials,  which  he  had  prepared  in  answer 
to  the  complaints  of  the  commanders  of  the  two 
orders. 

The  Prince  on  his  side  was  exposed  to  no  incon- 
siderable embarrassment.  He  could  not  deny, 
that  he  had  given  his  consent  to  all  that  Francis 
hid  negotiated  at  Rome  ;  that  be  had  judged  the 
resumption  of  the  benefices  absolutely  necessary, 
and  that  he  had  felt  a  full  conviction,  that  with- 
out such  a  measure,  the  Catholic  religion  could 
not  long  subsist  im  Cbablais.  Besides,  Ins  eateenj 
for  Francis  of  Sales  was  too  great,  treacherously 
to  abandon  lum  in  *o  affair,  which  had  heen 
undertaken  by  his  orders. 

But  Princes,  like  the  rest  of  mankind,  hate 
their  own  interests  to  .consult;  and  the  puke 
foresaw,  that  he  was  lifcely  to  have  such  contests 
with  the  court  of  France,  as  did  not  permit  him 
to  raise  any  discontent  in  tkt  breasts  , of  his  owfc 
nobility.  The  expedient,  which  he  adopted  on 
this  critical  occasion,  was  to  postpone  the  affair 
to  a  wore  convenient  season,  and  to  satisfy 
Francis,  by  promoting  his  private  interest.  For 
this  purpose,  he  offered  him  a  considerable  sum 
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4>f  money;  tto  reimburse  him  ■  f(k  *the  expenoes, 
which  be  had  interred  during  bis  mission  in 
Chablais.  ;  f    .  •  » 

?  1\  .     ..•  -  ...  - 

Francis  not  only  declined  the  pecuniary  com- 
pensation; he  even  made  an  offer  to  the  Duke  to 
continue  his  missionary  labours. at  his  owti  ex- 
pense, as  long  as ;  his  Highness  should  t&pk 
proper.  But  he  represented  to  his  sovereign  with 
such  force '  of  reasoning,  that  to  postpone  the 
affair  under  consideration  to  another  time,  would 
terminate  in  the  ruin  of  the  whole  business,  that 
the  Duke-  finally  yielded  to  his  arguments,  and 
jgave  his  consent  to .  the  execution  of  the  briefs 
issued  by  the  Pope.*  After  this  victory,  the 
consent  of  the  commanders  was  easily  obtained. 
Thus  a  general  agreement  prevailed  on.  this  intri- 
cate subject;  and  the  Duke  addressed  letters  to 
-  the  Senate  of  Chambeny,  directing  that  body  to 
verify  without  any  modification,  the  briefs  of  the 
Pope,  which  would  be  presented  to  them  in  his 
name  by  the  coadjutor  of  Geneva.  Francis  was 
the  bearer  of  these  letters;  and  after  the  verifica- 
tion of  the  briefs,  hfe  departed  for  Chablais  with 
an  express  commission *from  the  Pope,  the  Bishop 
and  the  Puke,  to  carry  them  into: execution.  He 

*  Aug.  of  Sale*.*   Book  IV.  -Anon.    Book  I. 
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-demoted  the  remaining  part  of  the  year  "one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  ninety-nhie,  and  some  time 
of  the  following  year,  to  the  accomplishment  of 

■  this  important  purpose.    ?  * 

.     ....    . t       ..      ^     ^  ^    ,  ^. . 

Already  had  the  pastors  bden  reinstated  in  the 
parishes,  the  churches  and  monasteries  rebuilt, 
and  Chablais  had  begun  to  assume  a  n6w  appear- 
ance; The  Catholic  religion  was  daily  taking 
deeper  root;  and  the  people  recovering  from 
their  errors,  began  to  do*  freely  and  even,  wffli 
zed,  what  many  m  the  first  instance  had  under- 
taken from  human  considerations,-  when  heresy, 
ever  awkke  to  every.  event>  that  can  favour  its 
progress,  was  at  the  point  of  re-entering  that  fine 
province.  This  danger  threatened  in  conse- 
quence of  a  war  between 'Henry  IV.  df  Franco, 
and  Charles  Emmanuel  Duke  of  Savoy,  for  the 
restoration  ofthe  Marquisate  of  Salucca. 

1  By  the  treaty  of  Vervins,  -  this  affair  had  been 
referred'  to  the  Pope,;  in  order  that  it  might  be 
adjusted  in  a  frteiidly  manner.  But  thtf  Duke  of 
Savoy,  perceiving  that  his  Holiness,  was^  con- 
vinced of  the  superior  claims  of  France,  and 
likely  to*  decide  the  question  in  her  favour,  be- 
trayed so  much  distrust  on  the  occasion,  that  the 
Pope,  offended  at  thk  conduct,  at*  length  de- 
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clinod  the  task  of  arbitration,  and  left  the  parties 
at  full  liberty  fo  terminate  the  difference  in  their 
own  manner.  The  Duke  went  to  France  in  ^  per- 
son, to  discuss  the  affair  with  Heqry  IV.  But  as 
sincerity  and  good  faith  did  not  guide  bis  steps, 
be  returned  without  bringing  it  to  a  conclusion. 

Affcr  many  fruitless  negotiations  the  two  sove- 
reigns were  unable  to  come  to  any  agreement, 
and  war  was  openly  declared.    The  Marshal  de 
Biroo  entered  Bresse,  which  he  reduced  in  a 
sboft  time.    Lesdiguieres  soon  conquered  Savoy ; 
and  the  king  himself  penetrated  into  the  domi- 
nions of  the  Duke  by  the  provinces  of  Faucigny 
and  Cfcabliis,  which  made  not  even  a  shew  n$  re- 
^istence.   At  the  approach  of  the  king,  the  city  of 
Geneva  and  the  SwmProtestanfts,  irritated  at  the  jre- 
establishment  of  the  Catholic  religion  in  Gbabktis , 
made  an  offer  to  join  their  forces  with  those  of  his 
majesty    The  king,  who  had  not  been  able  in  so 
shfrt  a  time,  to  raise  an  army  sufficiently  powerful, 
to  take  the  field  without  allies,  accepted  their  ser- 
vices.  Thus  the  Calvinists  entered  sword  m  tyand 
Chablais  and  the  bailiwicks,  to  revenge  their  private 
injuries,  under  the  pretext  of  assisting  Heniy  IV, 

in  obtaining  satisfaction  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 

♦ 

Jt  is  easy  to  estimate  the  danger  Jko  wjiicbjth* 
Catholic  religion  was  thus  exposed,  as  the  Duke 
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df  Savoy  had  withdraw**  all  hi*  troops  front  his 
strorig  places,  and  had  hot  a  sufficient  force  to 
take  the  fifeld.  Already  were  the  Catholic  pastors 
driveft  from  their  Chuttbei,  their  houses  arid  be* 
offices  seized  by  the  Calvhrists;  and  such  events 
bad  passed,  as  excited  much  concern  for  the  new 
Catholics,  whose  faith  but  yet  unsteady,  was 
unable  to  stand  silch  4  trial;  when  Francil,  Who 
had  etety  thing  to  apprehend  front  the  fury  of  the 
tkltfoists,  resolved  to  itatioti  himself  like  a  bul- 
wark in  defence  of  the  house  of  Israel.  Ifts  first 
care  was  to  pre&ttt  to  Ae  king  a  tety  respecttW 
petitioti,  itt  which  hfe  conjured  hfe  majesty,  to 
make  a  distinction  between  the  interests  of  kk 
crown  aftd  tbtote  Of  religion ;  to  remember  that  he 
wks  the  most  ChKstiari  king;  «*d  that  in  qualify 
of  the  eldest  son  Of  the  Chtfrch,  he  was  obliged  Ho 
pt Oteet  lier,  aftd  to  gfre  A  strict  charge  to  his 
•rOOp*,  not  to  offer  any  violence  to  the  pfiests  and 
to  the  CatheKe*  6f  Chablafe  and  the  bailiwicks. 
To  this  address  the  king  gafe  aft  favourable  an 
-aMwer,  as  totiM  jtosSibly  he  desfred;  and  he  di- 
rected Ml  his  officers  to  protide  that  Ho  injttty 
Abuld  he  done  to  the  CathoKc  religion  by  bis 
irtaptioft  into  the  provinoe. 

As  Francis  was  proceeding  to  all  parts,  to  en- 
sure the  execution  of  *be  king's  orders,  he  fell  in 
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with  a  party,  that  took,  him  prisoner,  and  <xm- 
ducted  him  to  the  Marquis  of  Vitiy,  who  apm- 

•  mauded  for  the  king  in  the  province. 1  Ify  such  3s 
eveftt  jriea  proposed  .to  themselves  their  own  de- 

'■■  sign  ;  but  God  had  another.  The  Marquis  hav- 
ing* learned  the  name  and  character  of  his  prisoner, 
received  him  with  the  most  distinguished  honour  ; 

•  «ftd  was  so  enamoured  of  the  charms  of  his  con- 
versions,  that  he  complied  with  all  bis  requests, 
and  gatd  elders  of  so  positive  a  nature, » that  the 
Catholic  pastors  were  reinstated  in  their  houses 
and  benefices*  and  the  Calviniste  constrained  to 
yield  the  usurped  possession.  He  even  offered  to 
raeke  him  know  *  to  the  king,  and  to  send  him 
to  Chambwy,  4o  pay  his  respects  to  his  majesty. 
Jfat Francis,  affter  having  testified  the  profound 
veberaftion,  which  he  entertained  for  this  great 
king,  replied,:*  "-that  being  a  subject  of  the  Duke 
of  Savoy,  he  should  consider  it  as  a  failure  in 
dlity,  if  he  were  to  go  and  pay  his  respects  to  his 
majesty,  at  a  time,  when  with  sarins  in  bis  hands 
against  his  sovereign,  he  had  stripped  him.  of  a 
,patt  of  his  territories,  and  was'  ready  to  .take  pos- 
session of  the  rest/'  Vitry  was  not  hurt  at  this 
answer ;  on  the  contrary  he  admired  the  firmness 
of  Francis,  and  considered  it  a  duty,  to  esteem 

■■>''       V  ',  V^nonv  -Book  L7  >  - 
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that  conduct  in  %  petite  of  which,  Mer 

similar  circumstances,  would  have  been  afiplti&kd 
in  a  subject  of  his  sovereign. 

In  the  .mean'titae,;  Francis  availed  himseH^so 
much  of  *he esteem,  which  Vitry  conceived  fosr 
hijfc,  that  he  was  enabled  to  ma&e  a  general  visit  • 
of  the  diocese  of  Geneva.  He  undertook  and 
pursued  that  service  with  incredible  toil ;  and  th* 
Work  was  so  successful,  that  amidst  the  horrors 
of  war,  he  reestablished  thirty-five  parishes,  in 
which  he  left  pastors  and  missionaries,  who  sup- 
ptotecfthe  Catholic  religion  against  the  efforts  of 
Hie  Calvini«te  '  > 

'  The  war  stiH  continued  with  as  touch  glory  to 
Henry  the  Great,  as  with  ldss- to  the  Dtfke  of 
i  Savoy.  The  reduction  of  Bresse,  of  Genevois  atod 
Savoy,  the  capture  of  the  citadel  of  Bourg, 
Montmell&n,  of  the  strong  castles  of  Gonflans 
and  Charbon&iere,  which  had  hitherto  been 
deemed  impregnable,  and  the  seizure-  of  the  inlets 
to  Tarentftke  and- Maurienne,  opened  a  road  to 
the  king  into  Piedmont,  S8o  many  conquests, 
made  with  such  rapidity,  spread  an  alarm  at 
Rome  and  ataong  the  princes  of  Italy;  they  in- 
terposed tfceir  mediation  ;  and  peace  was  -finally 
concluded  aunt published  kt  ^Lypt^  on-  the  seven? 
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teegfth  <%  of  January,  jre«r  vmtkmmml 

si*  hundred  and  em> 

By  this  treaty  the  king  consented,  that  the 
Dirkes  of  Saiojy  ahowkl  retaja  far^  the  M*r- 
qpiaate  of  Selooca*,  wd  he  restored  all  hit  otn* 
quests  ip  the  territories  of  the  JDufce.  Tn  rarfi«pr 
for  the  AfarqvisaAe,  the  D^fce  op  his  sjd&jgdad 
to  the  king  and  to  bw  meoegsots,  %  ]09g&£f 
Fraace,  the  cowtfie*  of  Brgwe;  Bwgejr,  Ymm*y* 
fee  baroiyr  of  Gex,ai*l  gw«i%  all  iM  frefetgid 
to  him  on  the  eour#e     the  &h*oe  fomtfopttfta. 
The  king  waa  ref$oa<ehod  yitfr  fcaiftg  frpdhy 
the  princes  of  Italy,  who  had  objjgsd  ftairto 
cede  a  territory,  which  though  inconsiderable  as 
to  Ua  extent,  ftU)  ga*e  bti**i  fptipiw«^iwy# 
and  placed  the  Duke  m  aujibffrhrtc  dflpeqdw** 
on  France- 
la  truth  botfe  princes  gtinftt     tlm  e*<&i4£t ; 
but  *he  king  deriwd  nwe  hene^t  ftom;it  Jhauftbe 
Duke  of  Savoy.   I*  return      a  M^wi^e,  M 
a  dfctwoe  <w»  his  frepiu*,  m)meijm  JMforg- 
t^nes^f  the  P»£e«f  Swop,  itf  wpngdyahfr 
enteat,  and  wbWiiw>uJ4j|iat  he  msMwN 
out  *  ffroog  gayis**,  $fo>  ^ea^^^h^b^ie 
than  riopbkd  *he  a^^wea  <ff  rfhe  d^ftife^jM 
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nontignm*  to  his  kingdom,  and  extended  Us 
frontier.  In  the  acquired  territory,  thete  "Wlfcie  at 
least  eight  hundred  noblemen;  and  the  'soil  wad 
extremely  fertile,  and  abounded  in  esceBent  pas- 
ture, calculated  for  the  breed  of  horses.  The 
Duke,  by  the  acqtrisitioirof  tiie  Marquisate,  nay 
be  said  to  have  drawn  a  thorn  from  bis  foet,!  or 
rather  gentty  to  iiave  removed  a  sword,  which 
pierced  his  body.  For  while  the  French  were 
roasters  of  that  territory,  he  durst  not  leave  his 
capital,  unless  accompanied  by  four  or  fi*e  hun- 
dred horse;  he  was  even  tAliged  to  afeainfam 
Ititmg  garrisons  in  the  heart  of  his  own  domi- 
nidntt.  •  By  the  treaty  he  aet  himself  at  liberty; 
btrt  his  -defiverance  was  purchased  at  a  dear  price. 
f&  whatever  light  the  event  may  he  viewed,  it  is 
ewsidered  in  sortie  measure  miraculous,  that  the 
Calvinists  derived  so  little  advantage  from  <&e 
war,  and  that  the  Catholic  reiigtoa  in  Ohabtais 
sintered  no  sort  of  injury.  The  \*(bole  glory  of 
Mas  was  given  to  Francis;  and  indeed  under  God 
it  was  Ws  doe.  Thia  success  may  "however  he  in 
some  measnre  ascribed  to  the  firmness  of  Henry 
the  Grant.  That  distiagtasbed  monarch  never 
wofcU  safer,  that  Che  Cahrinktt  should  avail 
themselves  of  the  war,  whfe&  he  was  waging 
against  the  Duke  ef  fifcvoy,  *to  ojipre«*^he<3a- 
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the  state  in  which  he  found  them;  and  the  need 
in  which  he  stood  of the  forces  of  thai  party,  and 
their  repeated  solicitations  on  the  subject,*  were 
never  sufficient  to  induce  him,  to  re-establish  error 
in  the  places  from  which  it  had  been  exploded. 
Tbis.is  not  the  only  proof  which  may  be  adduced 
of  the  sincerity. of  the  conversion  of  this  great 
king  ;  other  instances  will  occur  in  the  following 
part  of  this- history. 

Good  order  and  tranquillity  having  been,  re- 
established by  this  treaty*  Francis  was  requested 
by  the  magistrates  of  Annecy  to  preach  the  lent 
in  their  town.    The  people,  who  entertained  for 
him  a  singular  regard,  ardently  wished  to  hear 
his  voice  again  in  their  pulpits,  after  they  had 
hem  deprived  of  that  gratification  for  so  many 
years,  during  his  mission  in  Chablaia.    The.  un- 
dertaking was  a  great  exertion,  sifter  so  much 
fatigue,  which  he  had  recently  undergone;  but 
he  had  too  tender  an  affection  for  the  people  of 
Aimecy,  to  refuse  them  a  favour  which  they  soli- 
cited with  so  much  eagerness.    He  accordingly, 
complied  with  their  request;  and  -was  preparing* 
to  set  off  with  that  view,  when  lie  received  infor- 
mation, that  his  father,  the  Count  of  Sales,7  jras 
seized  with  a  danger  pus  iljness.    Tltoi  nobleman 
was^adyanced  taau  Kge^heat  the  .slightest  indi^ 
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position  may  eventually  prove  fatal,  Francis 
therefore,  without  waiting  for  the  confirmation  of 
this  melancholy  intelligence,  repaired  in  great 
baste  to  the  castle  of  Sales.  On  his  arrival  he 
found  his  father  worse  than  he  had  been  taught 
to  expect ;  the  aged  parent  was  waiting  to  receive 
the  last  sacraments  from  the  hands  of  his  son. 
Francis  performed  this  duty  with  bis  usual  piety 
and  firmness;  he  spent  days  and  nights  by  the  bed 
of  his  dying  parent;  and  though  he  felt  the  most 
piercing  sorrow,  at  the  prospect  of  the  loss,  which 
he  was  about  to  sustain,  he  had  the  resolution  to 
console  his  pious  family  and  to  prepare  his  father 
for  death. 

But  'God  Was  graciously  pleased  to  spare  him 
the  most  sensible  of  all  afflictions  which  he  would 
undoubtedly  have  felt,  if  he  ,  bad  witnessed  tBfe 
melancholy  event.  When  the  case  appeared  des- 
perate, the  patient  felt  a  sudden  relief,  and  the 
physicians  declared,  that  if  he  did  not  recover,  he 
would  survive  long  enough  to  give  Francis  suffi- 
cient time,  to  preach  the  lent  at  Annecy.  On 
this  assurance  Francis  departed,  after  obtaining 
the  consent  of  his  father;  but  he  had  scarcely 
preached  during  the  first  weeks,  when,  he  re- 
ceived information  as  he  was  one  day  ascending 
the  pulpit,  that  his  father  was  no  more,  and  that 

vol.i.  0  <J 
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the  disconsolate  f&mily  w£re  expecting  hiih  to 
perform  tbe  last  filial  duties,  'this  melancholy ^in- 
telligence filled  him  with  more  liv&y  sensations 
of  grief  than  be  had  expected  to  experience.  He 
possessed  for  his  father,  all  that  tender  affection, 
which  a  heart  like  his  own,  was  capable  of  feel- 
ing, and  he  was  singularly  beloved  by  hncn. 
However  after  spending  some  little  time  to  teCol- 
lect  himself,  to  make  an  offering  to  God  of  the 
loss  which  he  had  sustained,  and  to  resign  him- 
self to  the  sovereign  orders  of  His  justice,  who 
has  condemned  dl  mankind  to  pass  the  gate  of 
death,  he  had  the  resolution  io  ascend  the  pulpit, 
and  to  preach  with  as  much  zeal  and  presence  of 
mind,  as  if  no  afflicting  event  had  taken  place. 
On  the  conclusion  of  his  sermon,  he  tnfbrrtied  bis 
bearers  of  the  loss,  which  he  had  sustained,  and 
asked  their  permission  to  go  and  pay  the  last  filial 
duties  to  his  deceased  parent. 

As  Francis  was  not  of  the  number  of  those 
unfeeling  devotees,  who  make  a  profession  of  in- 
sensibility, and  of  never  indulging  the  indispen- 
sable feelings  of  nature,  all  the  world  admired  bis 
firmness;  but  the  general  surprise  wa^  greater, 
When  two  days  after,  he  was  seen:  engaged  hi  pur- 
suing the  work  which  he  bad  begun,  and  in 
completing  his  sermons  for  lent,  with  tfctt  afeal 
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and  eloquence,  fot  which  it  is  universally  known, 
that  great  liberty  of  mind  \  is  *  necessary.  But  it  is 
not  without  reason,  that  the  Apostle  says/  <f  that 
the  just  man  lives  by  faith/'  It  is  faith,  which 
supports  him  in  every  accident  of  life;  and  if  it 
does  not  prevent  him  from  feeUdg  the  stroke  of 
calamity,  it  ielevate»  bint  to  that  degree'  of  forti- 
tude !whid*vto;  the  ouiss  of  mankind;  appears  a 
species  of  insensibility,  'but  which  is  in  truth,  no- 
thing but  a  respectful  submission  /to*  the  orders  itf 
Providence.  ;»  ,       _-..n--.j  -,r:?   >>'i  tt:-'. 


About  this  time  Francis  was  informed,  that  the 
Calvini&ts  av*iJed  themselves  of  the  cession,  which 
had .  bedn  wade  of:  the  bailiwick  *  of  Qtex  io  tlfe 
king  of  France.  It  was  «pe  of  the  three,  which 
have  been  mentioned,  wherotfce  ^JathoKc  reKgibn 
bad  made  the*  least  progress;:  and  like  the  others, 
it  formed  a  part  of  the  diocese  of  Geneva ;  but  as 
it  had1  changed  its  sovereign,  Frauds  could  no 
longer  act;  there  with  tj*r-«&me  authority,  as  he 
had  ekercised>  when  it  bdldnged  to  the  Ddke  of 
Savoy.  Brides  as  the  Rhone  separates  it :  from  ibe 
two  iothtirs,  (the  :  feocefes  to  ft  wad  difficult;  and 
without  the  protection  of  the  king  of  France,  the 
mission  could  not  be  extended  to  th&b  quarter,  but 
with  considerable  h&zartL  He  beheld,  rm  the 
rteaai  time,  with  extreme  'uagtekr  thirty^e :  pa- 
n  d  2 
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mbes,  of  which  the  bailiwick  is  composed,  in- 
volved in  error/  ormt  least  in  danger  of  relapsing 
into  heresy. 

This  first  gave  birth  to  his  design  of  repairing 
to  tile  court  of  France;  to  obtain  from  Henry  the 
Great,  the  permission  of  labouring  for  the  conver- 
sion of  that  bailiwick,  as  he  bad  done  for  Chablais 
and  the  two  others.  He  proposed  the  plan  to  the 
Bishop  of  Geneva,  wh6  had  not  less  zeal  than 
himself  for  the  propagation  of  the  faith,  but 
whose  infirmities  disabled  him  from  acting. 

xV  reason  of  another  nature  confirmed  him  in 
this  design.  It.  is  unquestionable  that  his  great 
reputation  and  his  singular  endowments' obscured 
■  those  of  the  Bishop  of  Geneva.  However  atten- 
tive he  might  have  been/  to  do  nothing  but  with 
perfect  dependance  on  him,  and  by  his  express 
orders,  be  had  remarked,  that  some  of  the  old 
dependants  of  the  Bishop  had  taken  offence  at  his 
conduct,  and  were  labouring  to  poison  with  jea- 
lousy, die  mind  of  the  aged  pi  elate.  •  He*  was  per- 
i  goaded,  that  the  virtue  of  his  Bishop  placed  ;him 
above  aary  impressions'  of  this  nature;  but  . as  he 
was  afcquainted  vrith  the  extreme  delicacy  of  the 
human  heart/  and  with  the  disposition  wipoh  aged 
and  inirm  persons  have  to  suffer  themselves  to  be 
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tad  by  others,  be  deemed  it  a  duty,  to  remove 
from  tbe  eyes  of  his  prelate,  an  object  which 
might  eventually  prove  unpleasant.  •  He .  therefore 
opened  to  him  his  design  of  proceeding  to  the 
court  of  France,  but  was  careful  not  to  men? 
tion  all  his  motives ;  he  spoke  only  of  tike  conver- 
sion of  the  bailiwick  of  Gex,  and  of  his  want  of 
support  from  the  king  of  France,  in  order  to 
ensure  success  to  his  enterprise. 

The  Bishop  approved  the  design,  and  the  mo- 
tive of  it  ;,  and  in  order  to  give  it  a  greater  air  of 
solemnity,  he  convoked  a  general  assembly  of  tbe 
church  of  Geneva,  to  give  to  Francis  a  formal 
deputation  to  the  court  of  France.  After  receive 
ing  the  instrument  of  his  deputation,  he  made 
preparations  for  his  departure,  and  set  off  in  the 
course  of  some  days.  But  as  he  stood  in  great 
need  of  friends  at  the  court  of  France,  in  order  to 
succeed  in  his  object,  be  passed  through  Burgundy, 
with  the  view  of  visiting  the  Baron  of  Luz,  the 
governor  of  that  province*  and  of  obtaining  from 
him  letters  of  recommendation  to  his  friends  at 
court.  He  was  particularly  acquainted  with  tbe 
Baron,  and  enjoyed  a  considerable  share  of  his 
friendship.  He  found  him  at  Dijpn,  find  was  re- 
ceived by  him  with  the  greatest  nwrks  of  esteem 
and  veneration.    The  honour*  whicfr  the  Baron 
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shewed  htm,  attracted  the  visits  bid  the  compli- 
mentary addresses  of  the  leading  members:bf  the 
parliament ;  and  <m  tftfs  occasion  he  conciliated 
thtir  benevolence:  t6  that  degree;  that  he  was 
obliged  to  return  thither  afterwards, :  to  satisfy 
tlw  ardent  desire  of  seeing  him  atod  of  hearing 
his  discourses.  '  * 

The  Baron  gave  him  the  letters  which  he  re- 
quested, addressed  to  persons  who  enjoyed  the 
greatest  credit  at 'court  ;i  he  wrote  eyen  to'his  ma- 
jesty in  his  favour ;  and  said  so  many  advantageous 
things  concerning  the  cdadjutof  of  Geneva,  that 
he  prepared  the  inmd  of  that  prince  for  the  high 
esteem,  of  which  he  afterwards  gave  Francis  such 
splendid  demonstrations,  ad  excited  the  jealousy 
of  many  powerftil  persons,  who  attempted  his 
rfcin.  Possibly  <ihey  would  have  succeeded  in 
their  nefarious  design,  if  he  had  had  to  do  tyith  a 
prince  less  enlightened/ or.  rather,  if  his  virtue  had 
ikrt  raised  him  above  the  suspicion  of  the  fcrime, 
with  which  his  enemies  attempted  to  obscure  his 
reputation. 

But  whatever  reliance  Francis  might  have 
placed  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Baron  of 
Luz,  as  his  business  was  of  a  religious  nature, 
and  he  had  an  express  commission  from  the  Pope, 
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tp  labour  far  the  conversion  of  the  bailiwick  qf 
Gnex,  he  thought  it  a  duty  to  dflpefwl  on  the  credit 
of  the  Bishop  of  Caraerino,  the  ^uucio  pf  his  Ho- 
liness ^t  the  court  of  his  most  christian  majesty. 
The  first  visit  which  he  paid  at  Paris,  wj&s  tp  this 
prelate,  whom  he  had  known  at  Rome.  He  in- 
formed him  of  the  purpose  pf  his  journey,  and  re- 
quested his  protection  and  support  in  his  negotia- 
.  tion  with  the  king.  The  Nuqaio,  yfyo  bad  not 
fofjgqtteu  tjie  high  estimation,  in  which.  Frauds 
was  held  by  the  Pope,  promised  him  his  roost 
zealous  and  active  services,  aqd  undertook  to  iji* 
trpduce  biisp  tp  his  majesty.  They  were  together 
admitted  tp  apaudicuce.  Francis  complimented 
the  king  if)  such  a  manner,  as  ensured  to  him  the 
e&teem  of  jfee  , whole  court;  he  presented  hioi  the 
letters  of  the  Bishop  of  Geneva,  and  those  of  ths 
Baton  of  Luz;  and  the  Nuncio  explained  with 
somewhat  more  detail,  thau  Francis  bad  dope  if\ 
his  address  to  the  king,  the  raotiy^es  which  pbljged 
Uim  to  resort  to  the  projtectipn.of  his  ip^jesty. 

The  king,  who  was  the  best,  as  well  as  the 
greatest  s  overcign  in  Christendom,  received  Francis 
with  that  enchanting  air  of  gppdness,  which  ren- 
der/ed  that  monarch,  the  idol  of  his  people  #ad  of 
foreign  ua^oj^s;  be  listened- tp  Mm  with  tbppipst 
favourable  attention ;  wd  after  assuring  him,  that 
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he  bad  nbt  forgotten  all  that  he  hid  heard*  to  his 
advantage,  when  he  was  in  Savoy,  he  referred 
fiim  to  Villeroi,  the  Secretary  of  State,  whom  he 
directed  to  make  a  report  of  the  propositions, 
which  Francis  had  to  present. 

The  Calvinists  were  at  that  period  extremely 
powerful  at  the  court  of  France;  the  liberty, 
which  the  Edict  of  Nantes  had  given  them  of  pub- 
licly professing  their  religion,  had  attracted  thi- 
ther considerable  numbers ;  they  filled  the  highest 
offices  of  the  State;  many  of  the  noblemen  sur- 
rounding the  throne,  belonged  to  that  sect;  the 
king  himself,  who  had  been  educated  in  their 
principles,  though  then  a  sincere  Catholic,  could 
not  refrain  from  shewing  them,  in  consequence  of 
their  eminent  Services,  the  most  distinguished  fa- 
vour; their  credit  often  equalled  that  of  the  Ca- 
tholics ;  in  some  instances  it  possessed  a  complete 
ascendancy.  Thus  Francis  necessarily  had  to  en- 
counter the  greatest  obstacles  to  the  execution  of 
his  designs. 

Being  admitted  to  an  interview  with  Viileroi> 
he  found  that  minister  extremely  a  Verse  to  his  pro- 
posal of  re-establishing  the  Catholic  religion  in 
the  bailiwick  of  Gex.  That  politician  observed 
on  tlje  subject,  that  too  short  a  space  of  lime  had 
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elapsed,  since  that  country  formed  a  part  of 
France,  and  that  it  was  too  remote  from  the  cen- 
tre of  his  majesty's  dominions,  to  admit  of  so  con- 
siderable a  change;  that  such  a  step  would  contri- 
bute to  render  the  government  odious,  and  to  fo- 
ment sedition  among  the  people ;  which  event 
would  be  more  probable,  as  Geneva  and  the 
Swiss  Protestants  would  not  fail  to  favour  their 
revolt;  that  the  king,  who  in  the  treaty  of  Ver- 
vins  had  included  the  Swiss  among  his  allies, 
could  not  so  soon  feel  a  disposition  to  break  with 
them ;  that  France  exhausted  by  civil  and  foreign 
wars,  stood  in  need  of  repose;  that  the  king  had 
granted  to  the  Calvinists  the  Edict  of  Nantes, 
which  was  *o  favourable  to  that  sect,  only  to  en- 
gage them  to  quit  their  arms,  which  the  proposed 
plan  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  resume  ; 
that  many  of  that  party,  who  had  no  other  pro- 
fession than  that  of  arms,  were  already  tired 
of  the  peace;  that  they  wanted  only  a  slight  pre- 
text to  violate  it;  that  they  would  not  fail  to  fly 
to  the  assistance  of  their  brethren ;  that  thus,  in- 
stead of  re-establishing  the  Catholic  religion,  such 
a  plan  would  tend  to  re-kindle  the  fury  of  war, 
which  had  been  extinguished  with  so  much  diffi- 
culty, and  to  strengthen  the  cause  of  Calvinism, 
by  the  unavailing  efforts,  which  would  be  made 
to  suppress  it.    He  added,  that  he  himself  was  too 
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feealous  a  Catholic,  not  to  wish  for  the  re-rcsta- 
blishm^nt  of  bis  religion  in  the  places/ from  which 
it  had  been  banished ;  but  that  it  was  necessary 
to  wait  'tor  a  conjuncture  which,  would  be  propi- 
tious to  so  great  a  purpose;  and  that  in  affairs  of 
state,  it  was  always  better  not  fo  ,  undertake  a 
trdns&tiioit,  than  to  embark  in  it  without  a  sure 
prospect  of  success. 

To  thirf  plausible  reasoning  of  Villerpi,  Francis 
observed  in  repfy,  that  no  one  cpu Id  possibly 
doubt,  that  the  king  of  France  was  *bje  to  accom- 
plish in  his  kingdom,  what  tfce- Duke  of  Sayoj 
bad  undertaken  in  his  dominions,  with  a  high 
hand  land  with  such  complete  success ;  that  he  had 
assisted  at  the  council  of  the  Duke,  when  the  re~ 
establishment  of  the  C*tholie  religion  jn  ChaMais, 
and  the  *hree  bailiwicks  of  GaiUaifd,  Terney  and 
Gex>  was  the  subject  of  deliberation;  that  many 
who  delivered  their  opinions  on  that  occasion,  ex- 
patiated much  on  the 'same  inconveniences,  which 
had  just  been  mentioned  ;  that  the  Duke,  how- 
ever, who  was; a  Vety  enlighteaied  prince,  paid 
not  the  smallest  regard  to  such  representations; 
that  no  appcehensions  of  that  nature  had  prevfeated 
him  from  succeeding  in  the! design;  that  on  the 
present  day  when  he  had  tluv  honour  of  addressing 
the  imnfeter  of  Henry  IY.  if  ?Ae  bailiwick  of 
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Gcx  formed  a  part  of  the  Duke's  dominions,  be 
fchoilld  Have  no  difficulty  in  1  labouring  under  do 
Orders  of  his  Highness,  >  to  promote  die  jilari 
whifch  he;  now  proposed;  that  he^wds  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  people  and  the  ccutntry  under 
consideration,  and  that  he  begged  him  to  have 
<he  goodness  to  depend  on  his  statement ;  'that  the 
people  of  Gex  were  not  in  a  situation  to  ris*i 
that  accustomed  to  a  qwiet  life,  they  feared  the>har* 
zanfs  and  devastation  of  war  more  than  'any  oth& 
event ;  thai  they  tvere  so  inconsiderable  in  compd- 
risba  of  Frihce,  that  they  wduld  never  dare  £6 
meditate  the  design  $f  rising  in  rebellion  against 
so  great  a  power;  that,  as.  the  nobility  was  donP 
posed  almost  xvithout  exception  of  Catholics,  and 
by  ^oriseqoence  ever  ready  te  execute  the  oriterg 
of  their  seVereigb,  the  supposed  rebels  would  not 
fed  in  the  hour  of  need j  a  leader  to  tffaott  their 
Operations;  that' the  republic  tof  Geneva  had  too 
riioch  intent  in  ensuring  rtie^prqtectiowof  France^ 
e+er  to  attempt  any  opposition  to  the  will  of  the 
king;  thai  the  alliance  of  tits  majesty,  was  t^K>  ne- 
cessary to  Hie  Swiss,  to  induce  therii  »*te  haaard 
its  lo&s  by  giving  countenance  {to  rebels  ;  thirt  they 
were  persuaded  that  the  heuse  of  Austria,  who 
considered  thtem  as  tobje6ts?*iri  a  state  of  revolt,  . 
only  waited  for  the  opportunity  of  plaoftig  them 
again  under  the  yoke;  that  France  alone  was 4m* 
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pable  of  defeating  such  a  plan ;  and  that  it  might 
easily  be  seen,  by  the  apprehension  which  they 
bad  betrayed  of  invob ing  themselves  in  a  quarrel 
with  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  <how  little  disposed  they 
were  to  enter  into  a  contest  with  France. 

He  added,  that  he  wished  not  any  restraint  16 
be  employed  towards  the  people  of  the  bailiwick 
of  Gex,  but  only  that  they  should  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  other  subject*  of  France; 
that  having  been  reunited  to  that  kingdom,  it  was 
but  rational,  that  they  should  enjoy  .the  benefit  of 
its  Jaws ;  that  the  same  Edicts,  which  permitted 
the  free  exercise  of  the  reformed  religion,  likewise 
directed,  that  the* Catholic  religion  should  be  re- 
established in  the  places,  from  which  it  had  been 
banished;  that  the  bailiwick  of  Ge*  .came  under 
this  description,  as  it  was  an  undeniable  fact,  that 
for  less  than  a  centftry  ago,  the  Catholic  religion 
was  the  only  one  professed  in  that  country ;  that 
he  accordingly  entreated  him,  to  obtain  from  his 
majesty  his  royal  licence,  that  be  might  be  per- 
mitted to  labour  for  the  conversion  of  these  peo- 
ple, who  formed  a  part  of  the  diocese  of  Geneva ; 
that  he  might  be  allowed  to  send  missionaries  into 
that  quarter,  and  that  bis  majesty  would  be 
pleased  to  encourage  the  re-establishment  of  the 
ancient  religion,  which  he  himself  so  publicly 
professed  to  the  great  edification  of  his  subjects ; 
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that  in  protecting  the  cause  of  :  G^,  If e  would  be 
the  protector  and  support  of  his  throne;  that  He 
Vould  never  permit,  that  hig,  good  intentions 
should  be  frustrated  by  revolts  and  events,  which 
human  prudence  could  not  foresee;  that,  it  was 
necessary  to  place  some  reliance  on  Providence, 
and  to  be  persuaded,  that  the  Almighty  would 
pever  abandon  princef,  who  employed  their  au- 
thority to  support  a  cause  so  just  and  so  pobleas 
that  of  the  Catholic  Church,  . 

With  this  speech  of  Francis,  Villeroi  w%s  so 
delighted,  that  he  requested  to  have  it  in  writing > 
Francis  instantly  complied  with  his  wishes;  and 
the  minister  promised  to  make  a  report  to  the 
king,  in  terms  as  favourable  as  he  could  desire. 
The  departure  of  the  king  for  Fontainebleau  pre^ 
vented  him  from  concluding  the  business,  as  goon 
as  he  intended ;  thus  Francis  wa$,  obliged  ,  to  pro- 
long his  stay  at  Paris  beyond  the  term  which  he 
had  fixed. 

But  while  he  was  labouring  s?  advantageously 
in  the  cause  of  the  Church,  God  added  such  a  de- 
gree of  splendor  to  his  reputation,  ^s  ever  enables 
an  agent  to  complete  the  most  difficult  undertak- 
ings. The  court  and  the  city  of  Paris  emulously 
shewed  him  the  most  marked  attention ;  those  who 
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bid  accompaniedihte  kirig  in  hfe  journey  to  Savvy*, 
published  the  details  which  tbey  ktfew  of  his  piety, 
of  Ms  learning,  of  the  apostolic  labour*,  Which 
'he  had  undergone  iii  the  rfc-dst&Wishment  of  the 
Catholic* teligton  hi  'Chabl&V  knd  the  bailiwicks; 
of  the  dangers  which  he  had  encountered,  and  of 
the  geneftiiW'  courage,  with  which  he  had  often 
exposed  hii  lift!  ifbr  the  preservation  of  the  faith. 
Othetere'poiW  the  cOnferetees,  which  he  had  held 
with  Beza,  the  advantageWhicb  hehid  oii  many  oc- 
casions obtained  over  that  celebrated  minister,  and 
the  nece&Hjf  ti  which  hfe  hkd  reduced  him  t$  re- 
turning t6  the  Catholic  Church,  if  he  had  been 
disposed  tofoIlbW  the  dictates  of  Ms  conscience, 
or  rather  if  vt  Sense  Of  fals^  honour  and  temporal 
advatftageghad'not  stood  itf  Ms  way!  The  Prin- 
cess Mftty  Of ^l!.b^n^^b6ul,g;,  Duchess1  bf  MercoeuF, 
who  was  at»R*Aie  wheii'  Frattcis  arrived  there  6n 
the  business  Which  has  been  related,  was  delighted 
iii  mentioning  thfe  high  esteem  and  consideration 
in  which  she  observed  him  to  be  beld  by  theI*ope 
and  the  Cardinals,  and  the  reputation  which  he 
bad  acquired  of  being  One  of  the  most  leaded 
men  olf^'age,  by  the  profound  ahswers,  which 
he  had  given  to  the  questions  that  had  been, 
propose*  to  him  at  his  examination. 

iGeaejfel  observation  confirmed  these  accounts ; 
and  his  conduct  corresponded  so  well  with  the 
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high  opinion  Which  had  teen  fortned  of  Ms  Virtue, 
that  a  plan' was  adopted  of  detaining  1iimltin 
France/  by  pnftkiring  him  a  Bishopric  more  con- 
siderable than  that  of  Geneva,  and  attended  with 
less  labour.  At  th^  sime  time  information  arrived, 
that  the  preitchelr  who  had  been  appointed  to 
preach  the  following  lent  at  court,  was  prevented 
by  some  unforeseen  Occident,  fr6m  fulfilling  that 
-dtity  ;  a  resolution  Wag  immediately  taken  of  sup- 
plying bis  place,  by  applying  to  the  coadjutor  of 
Geneva;  and  the  t>uctiesses  of  Mefcceur  and  of 
lidilgueville,  undertook  to  make  to  hirii  the  pro- 
posal. He  at  first  declined  the  invitation,  on  the 
ground  that  he  ha:d  so  little  time  to  make  any 
preparation;  but  at  length  he  yielded  to  their 
pressing  solicitations,  With  the  hope  of  producing 
some  good  effect  in  a  place,  Where  certkinly  a 
skilful  and  disinterested  preacher  like  himself  tyas 
much  wanted.  ^ 

Indeed  the  court  of  France  was  not  only  filled 
with  Calvinists,  but  with  persons,  who  made  an 
open  profession  of  impiety  and  libertinism,  the 
unfortunate  effects  of  a  long  civil  war,  which  was 
then  but  brought  to  a  close.  Francis,  with  a 
view  to  render  his  sermons  more  useful  to  every 
class,  undertook  to  combat  at  once  both  heresy 
and  impiety.    As  his  discourses  presented-mithiag 
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low  or  mean,  so  there  was  a  complete  absence  of 
all  affectation  and  of  an  excess  of  study;  his 
manner  was  grave,  forcible,  judicious,  solid  ami 
replete  with  that  majestic  eloquence,  which  be- 
comes the  word  of  God,  and  of  which  the  pro- 
phets have  left  us  such  distinguished  models.  He 
studied  thera  continually ;  or  rather  be  made 
them,  the  subject  of  his  prayers  and  meditations; 
for  he  never  read  the  holy  scripture  but  on  his 
knees,  and  with  a  degree  of  respect  as  profound, 
as  if  God  had  vouchsafed  visibly  to  converse  with 
him.  Full  of  the  great  truths,  of  which  the  sacred 
oracles  are  such  a  faithful  source,  instead  of  flat- 
tering ignorance  and  vice,  or  of  speaking  but 
superficially  from  a  delicate  attention  to  rank  and 
fortune,  he  directed  all  his  views,  to  extricate 
souls  from  that  profound  ignorance,  in  which  he 
saw  them  plunged;  to  root  out  error  and  vice;  to 
impress  the  minds  of  his  hearers  with  the  fear  of 
the  Divine  judgments;  to  induce  them  to  think 
seriously  on  the  business  of  their  salvation,  and  to 
soften  the  hardness  of  their  hearts,  by  promoting 
a  solid  conversion,  and  a  true  change  of  life. 

These  important  topics  formed  the  subject  of 
his  first  discourses;  but,  as  be  saw  that  both  Ca- 
tholics and  Cal yinists,  charmed  with  the  beauty 
of  his  eloquence,  crowded  with  emulation  to  hear 
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him,  he  entered  on  the  subject  of  controversy,  but 
in  a  manner  both  useful  and  uncommon.  He  did 
not  confine  himself  to  the  task  of  combating  the 
tenets  of  the  Calvinists;  he  directed  his  attacks 
against  their  primitive  principles  and  their  ori- 
ginal establishment;  he  contended  that  salvation 
was  unattainable  among>  them*  because  they  were 
not,  and  could  not  be  the  true  Church  ;  and  he 
proved  this  proposition  by  maintaining  that  their 
ministry  was  without  authority,  and  their  minis- 
ters without  any  legitimate  mission.  On  this  sub- 
ject, he  related  what  Beza  himself  records,  in 
bis  Portraits  of  illustrious  men,  that  after  the 
death  of  Pavena,  the  first  pretended  martyr  of  the 
reformed  church,  his  disciples,  who  consisted  only 
of  artisans  and  laymen,  spread  themselves  in  dif- 
ferent directions;  and  founded  what  are  called  the 
reformed  churches  of  Metz,  of  Orleans,  of  Senlis 
and  of  Aubigny .  He  added,  that  the  same  author 
relates  in  his  history,  that  Peter  Leclerc,  a  carder 
by  profession,  was  chosen  minister  by  an  assembly 
of  carders  and  fullers ;  that  the  Calvinistic  Church 
of  Paris  could  not  boast  a  more  legitimate  ori- 
ginal; that  its  first  minister  was  a  young  man  of 
the  name  of  Masson  de  la  Riviere,  who  was  called 
to  the  ministry  by  a  company  of  laymen;  that 
the  greatest  part  of  their  churches  had  been 
established  in  the  same  manner,  tbatis*.  by  person* 
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who  did  not  possess  either  the  authority  or  the 
power  of  of daining  lawful  ministers ;  that  the 
ministers  of  the  present  day,  the  descendants  of 
such  progenitors,  could  not  possess  more  autho- 
rity; or  m  other  wofds,  they  had  no  authority 
at  all,  because  they  received  their  powers  from 
persons  who  had  no  legitimate  jurisdiction  them- 
selves. These  fac*s>  supported  by  the  testimony 
of  Beaa,  were  besides  so  public  and  so  notorious, 
that  they  could  admit  of  no  doubt. 

Francis  contended,  that  the  Calvinists  could 
justify  themselves  only  by  proving  from  the  sacred 
scripture,  which  according  to  them  was  the  only 
rule  of  faith,  that  laymen  were  empowered  to 
of dain  legitimate  ministers;  but  at  the  same  time 
he  defied  them  to  do  it,  and  he  maintained  that 
they  could  not  find  a  single  passage,  or  a  solitary 
example  to  authorise  such  ordinations.  He  cited 
many  that  proved  the  contrary;  and  asserted 
that  for  sixteen  hundred  years,  from  the  time  of 
Christ  to  the  period  when  he  was  speaking,  the 
Church  had  always  condemned  such  ordinations, 
and  treated  them  as  unlawful  ;  a  sentiment  which 
had  been  adopted  m  every  part  of  the  Christian 
world.  Hence  he  drew  an  inevitable  conclusion, 
thai  where  there  was  neither  mission  nor  legiti- 
ftftte  ordination,  there  could  be  no  pastors;  that 
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where  there  could  be  no  pastors,  there  fccftfld  be  tib 
sacraments ;  and  that  where  there  were  ti&feafcitt- 
nieats,  there  cottld  be  no  traeChufrch ;  whifcti*Wfis 
the  teal  situation  of  the  Calvini&ts.  This  !difr- 
coarse,  supported  with  the  powers  of  eloquenfce, 
and  particularly  with  the  authority  of  the  scrff^ 
titte,  of  the  fathers  ahd  of  ewlesktstical  tttstoty, 
made  a  strong  impression  ofi  the  minds  Of'thfc 
people,  who  were  before  much  prepossessed  in  fa- 
vour of  Calvinism.  Attempts  wdre  made  iH  Vain 
to  furnish  an  answer  ;  the  mimstefs  ^vho  had  a 
consultation  on  the  subjects  cttUld  come  to  no 
agreement;  some  laid  «cteim  to  an  drdifiaiy  ttii$- 
*ion ;  others  fcUted  thek  title  to  ati  extraordinary 
mission ;  but  not '  being  able  to  reply  to  the  ob- 
jections which  were  brought  ag&httt  theta,  the^' 
could  not  prevent  a  vety  etiderttMcoftfcluskm,  thai 
they  had  usurped  the  taitristly;  wfthbut  agreeing 
to  state  frdrfi  what  authority  they  "had  derived 
their  powkrs,  ■> 

*  The  embarrassment  of  the  tninisters  on  t 
quefetion  of  this  importance,  on  which  depettdk& 
the  justification  of  all  their  enterprises  against  the 
Catholic  Church,  gave  very  general  scandal  f 6 
persons  of  various  descriptions .   Hie  Counted  of 

*  Aug.  of  Sites:  Btfoft-lV-?IJAtfokJ  Bbok 
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Perdrieuville  was  of  this  number ;  she  was  a  lady 
who  had  great  pretensions  to  knowledge,  but  her 
attainments  consisted  of  very  strong  prepossessions, 
of  a  degree  of  obstinacy  almost  invincible,  and  of 
an  acquaintance  with  some  detached  passages  of 
the  holy  scripture,  which  were  ill  understood  by 
her,  and  worse  applied;  her  attachment  to  the 
new  sect  could  not  be  exceeded,  and  her  esteem 
for  the  ministers  was  carried  to  an  enthusiastic 
admiration.    Accident  or  curiosity  led  her  to  hear 
the  sermon  of  Francis,  which  has  been  men- 
tioned.   She  was  affected ;  sh&  consulted  the  mi- 
nisters, who  gave  her  no  satisfaction ;  she  then 
repaired  to  Francis,  and  requested  the  favour  of 
conferring  with  him  privately.    In  such  inter- 
views he  always  displayed  peculiar  powers;  in 
the  pulpit,  he  in  a  manner,  but  gave  the  outlines 
of  that,  which  he  never  failed  to  complete  in  a 
private  conversation.    Those  who  have  had  any 
personal  acquaintance  with  the  Calvinists,  are  not 
to  be  informed,  that  prejudice  and  presumption 
ever  prove  the  great  obstacles  to  their  conversion. 
Humility  and  docility  are  virtues,  with  which 
they  are  scarcely  acquainted.     Accustomed  to 
dictate  on  matters  of  belief,  and  to  yield  to  no 
authority,  but  to  that  of  the  sacred  scriptures,  as 
expjain^d  by  thertiselves,  they  are,  in  their  own 
-apiniop,  raised  above  the  necessity  of  listening  to 
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instruction ;  a  dreadful  disposition  in  an  attempt 
to  relinquish  error,  and  to  return  to  the  way  of 
truth.  These  difficulties  Francis  had  to  encoun- 
ter in  the  instructions,  which  he  imparted  to  the 
Countess.  But  he  succeeded  so  well  in  her  con- 
version, that  she  engaged  her  whole  family,  which 
was  extremely  numerous,  to  embrace  the  Catholic 
doctrine.  Her  conversion  was  followed  with  that 
of  the  illustrious  house  of  Raconis,  of  which  one, 
more  fervent  than  the  rest,  embraced  a  religious 
state  among  the  Capuchins,  and  led  ever  after  a 
most  exemplary  liftj. 

The  sermon,  which  has  been  alluded  to,  was 
followed  with  others  of  equal  energy;  and  by  the 
continuation  of  the  Divine  blessing  on  his  zeal, 
Francis  converted  so  great  a  number  of  the  most 
obstinate  Calvinists,  that  Cardinal  Perron,  who 
witnessed  the  circumstance,  was  induced  to  say, 
"  that  he  never  knew  a  Calvinist,  whom  he  him- 
self was  not  able  to  convince;  but  to  convert 
them,  was  a  talent  reserved  for  the  coadjutor  of 
Geneva."  It  is  unquestionably  true,  that  inde- 
pendently of  his  extraordinary  skill  and  his  pro- 
found acquaintance  with  controversial  subjects,  he 
possessed  a  most  graceful  delivery  and  an  insinu- 
ating address,  of  which  the  effects  were  irresistible. 
His  patience  and  his  incomparable  meekness,  won 
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every  heart ;  even  tie  Calvirtists,  who  considered 
him  a*  the  bane  of  their  religion,  were  unable  to 
withhold  either  their  esteem  or  their  affection. 

But  the  conversion  of  the  Calvinists,  was  not 
the  only  work,  which  engaged  so  successfully  his 
constant  attention ;  he  experienced  no  less  success 
in  reclaiming  many  Catholics  of  very  dissolute 
morals;  who  having  lived  for  a  long  series  of 
years  in  habits  of  vice,  had  almost  despaired  of 
their  salvation..  The  disorders  of  the  heart  are 
not  less  difficult  to  cure,  than  those  of  the  mind ; 
it  is  often  more  easy  to  enlighten  one  than  to  re- 
move the  inveterate  habits  of  the  other.  Error 
once  discovered,  soon  becomes  an  object  of  hatred ; 
it  is  then  easily  relinquished.  The  same  observa- 
tion cannot  be  applied  to  an  attachment  to  plea- 
sure; in  vain  is  the  disorder  made  known;  it 
ceases  not  to  engage  the  affections ;  the  convic- 
tion of  the  mind  does  not,  by  an  inevitable  conse- 
quence, influence  the  heart.  The  evil  may  be 
known  and  felt;  but  still  the  patient  may  want 
resolution  to  apply  a  remedy.  The  invariable 
maxim  of  Francis  on  this  subject,  cannot  be  too 
studiously  copied.  He  held,  that  it  was  a  matter 
of  pecessity,  never  to  flatter  sin,  but  to  shew  a  de- 
licate attention  to  the  sinner;  his  representations 
of  sin  were  literally  frightful;  but  he  never  could 
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endure,  ijbai  virtue  abould  be  painted  *n  such 
colqujs,  as  to -excite  either  ihifred  or  disgust;  on 
the  contrary  he  wished,  that  no  pains  should  be 
spared  to  exhibit  it  in  all  its,  charms;  and  when 
once  hj&  bad  spread  terror  in  the  minds  of  his 
hearers,  by  the  apprehension  of  the  Divine  judg- 
ments, and  of  the  fatal  effects  of  libertinism,  he 
spoke  in  so  deling  a  manner  on  the  peace  of  the 
heart,  on  the  tyranny  of  the  passions;  on  the  joy 
of  a  good  conscience,  and  on  that  anticipated 
happiness,  which  the  hope  of  a  better  life  never 
fails  to  produce,  &at  it  became  impossible  to 
withhold  a  desire  of  cultivating  virtue.  Heat- 
ways  asserted,  that  bitter  zeal  had  rained  more 
souls  than  it  had  saved;  and  that  he  knew  by  e&- 
p^rienqe,  that  many,  who  were  prepared  ti>  leave 
tltfir  ejdl  practices,  had  resorted  to  them  with  re- 
doubled ardour,  by  a  species  of  despair,  oceasi- 
oned  by  imprudent  management,  particularly  ip 
the  beginning:  of  their  conversion. 

Francis,  ever  severe  tp  tuifleelf,  shewed  nothing 
hot  mildness  to  others;  bt}t  thi?  disposition  jn 
him  was  not  q.  wealc  ?ondfsgcifi)^iq%  which  flattens 
crime,  under  the  pretext  of  ap^ripg  the  Mqo^r;  jt 
was  a  prudept  conduct,  which  waa^daptejd  to  the 
various  characters  and  the  different  wftnts  of  his 
neighbours ;  he  often  bewailed  with  tear*  before 
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his  penitent*,  tfeose  sins  which' they  did  not  them- 
selves deplore;  and  by  his  example  he  inspired 
them  with  that  sorrow,  which  a  sense  of  their 
own  miseries  should  have  e&cited,  and  led  them  to 
adopt  that  Conduct,  whieh  was  necessary  to  pre- 
vent the  danger  of  a  relapse.  He  practised  him- 
self those  austerities,  which  they  bad  not  resolu- 
tion to  encounter;  and  by  such  means,  he  ob- 
tained for  them  from  God,  a  spirit  of  penance,  or 
he  induced  them  to  submit  to  its  rigours.  He 
mingled  his  tears  with  the  lamentations  of  those, 
whose  hearts  were  softened;  he  watched,  be 
prayed,  he  fasted,  he  alleviated  their  trouble,  by 
dividing  the  pressure.  But  when  he  met  with 
those  generous  souls,  that  are  perfectly  disen- 
gaged from  earthly  objects,  and  capable  of  under- 
taking any  thing  for  God,  he  held  an  exact,  firm 
and  elevated  course;  he  conducted  them  in  the 
paths  of  the  most  sublime  sanctity.  This  will  be 
exemplified  in  the  conduct  which  he  observed  to- 
wards the  Baroness  de  Chantal.  By  this  prudent 
and  charitable  management,  making  himself  all 
to  all,  he  gained  to  Gad  a  very  considerable 
number  of  Mute,  Whom  a  method  more  sevdre,  or 
less  under  the  influence  of  discretion,  would  pro- 
bably have  ruined.  Men  are  naturally  fond  of 
liberty ;  they  cannot  divest  themselves  of  their  in- 
born sentiments  of  independence;  rigour  disgusts 
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them;  meekness  wins  their  hearts.    Happy  are4 
they,  who,  called  by  God  to  the  care  of  souls, 
are  enabled  to  steer  an  even  course,  between  too^ 
much  laxity  of  condescension  on  one  side,  atnd  too 
great  severity  of  rigour  on  the  othef: 

After  the  conclusion  of  lent,  the  Duchesses  of 
Longueville  and  of  Mercoeur,  who  had  no  doubt 
that  Francis,  possessed  of  a  small  revenue,  and 
always  intent  on  the  distribution  of  alms  even  be- 
yond his  means,  must  necessarily  be  in  great  want, 
sent  him  by  a  nobleman  of  their  acquaintance,  a 
purse  richly  ornamented,  and  filled  with  golden 
crowns.     Francis  looked  at  the  Workmanship, 
without  opening  the  purse;  then  returning  it  to 
the  nobleman,  he  desired  him  to  thank  the  Prin- 
cesses in  his  name,  for  the  honour  they  had  done 
him,  by  their  assiduous  attention  to  his  sermons, 
and  their  care  in  contributing  by  their  g6od  exam- 
ple to  the  fruit,  which  they  might  produce;  that 
this  was  all  the  recompence  which  he  looked  for 
in  this  world,  and  that  he  gave  gratuitously  what 
he  had  so  liberally  received  from  the  bounty  of 
God.    The  rioblemati  pressed1  his  acceptance  of 
the  purse,  and  told  him,  that  the  Princesses  had 
given  him  positive  orders  not  to  bring  back  the 
present    Francis  replied,  that  if  they  had  any 
difficulty  in  taking  again,  what  they  had  purposed 
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to  offei  to  God  in  the  person  of  his  ministers,  they 
would  make  hi  m  an  offering  much  more  acceptable, 
by  giving  it  to  the  poor,  who  stood  in  greater  need 
of  such  a  benefaction  than  bim&elf.  In.  this  man- 
ner be  refusethmany  considerable  presents,  which 
persons  of  the  first  quality  were  eager  to  send. 
Jhis  disinterested  conduct  raised  his  reputation  to 
that  height,  that  the  general  conversation  at  Pars 
perpetually  related  to  the  holy  Bishop  of  Geneva;* 
for  that,  was  the  appellation,  by  which  he  was  dis- 
tinguished; every  one  hastened  to  place  himself 
under  his  direction,  and  his  counsels  were  re- 
ceived with  a  reverence  due  to  oracular  mandates 
issued  by  the  Almighty . 

.  Some  days  after  Easter,  the  king  returned  to 
Fans;  ^pd  Fraacis  expected  that  he  should  be 
admitted  tq,  ap  audience,  <on  the  business  conr 
earning  which  be;  had  conferred;  with  Villeroi.  ~ 
But  his  majesty,  who  ba4  been  informed  by  Cardi- 
nal Perron,  $f  the  very  exo^Ueot  dbtourses  which 
he  had  deUvfied  at  thei  Chapel  of  the  Louvre, 
dpringlent,  was  e*gc;r  befu*  him.  :  The  deputies 
of  Geneva,  who  wese  at  that  time  at  court  on  ina- 

..'   ■ — l- —  t  , — -  '-  i    '' '  ■  ■  - ■       ■  •- — - — > 

*  Thotigh  he  was  not  yet  Bishop  of  Geneva,  hxtt  only 
coadjutor,  the  king  and  the  co«*t  always  honoured  him 
with  that  title. 
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portent  business,,  assisted  at  the  discourse.  Francis 
surpassed  himself  on  the  occasion ;  and  the  king 
himself  wad  so  charmed  with  his- eloquence,  that 
turning  td  the  deputies,  he,  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  sermon,  said  in  a  ldud  tone :  "  Well  gentlemen, 
what  do  you  say  of  the  discourse  of  your  Bishop?" 
<x  Sire/'  said  one  of  them,  "  if  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
could  produce  as  powerful  reasons  against  us  as  the 
Bishop,  wc  would  surrender  to  him  the  Episcopal 
See,  and  perhaps  should  all  embrace  his  religion!" 
The  king  declared  that  their  judgment  was  per- 
fectly correct ;  that  he  never  had  heard  a  preacher, 
who  was  more  affecting,  who  possessed  more 
unction,  or  whose  life  and  actions  better  supported 
his  predepts.  It  is  reported,  that  from  this  peV 
riod,  he  formed  a  design  of  detaining;  him  in 
Frahce^  by  giving  him  a  considerable  Bishopric, 
Indeed  wfe  should  now  place  him  in  the  first  rank 
of  our  most  holy  and  illustrious  Prelates,  if  his 
humility  had  riot  thwarted  the  Views  of  the  king. 

At  the  same  time,  information  arrived  of  the 
death  of  Philip  Emmanuel  of  Lorraine,  Dube  of 
Mercoeur.  This  Prince  had  taken.  Albe-Royale, 
from  Mahomet  III.  and  he  ha^  raised  troops  at 
his  own  experice,  to  assist  the  Emperor  in  his 
first  excursion  to  Hungary.  His  great  achieve* 
ments  induced   Rodolphus  II.  to  make  him 
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general  of  his  armies;  and  it  was-  on  his  return 
from  his  able  defence  of  Canise,  a  place  besieged 
by  the  Turks,  that  he  died  at  Nuremberg.  As 
he  was  brother-in-law  to  Henry  III.  the  prede- 
cessor of  his  majesty,  the  king  was  desirous  that 
every  honour  should  be  paid  to  his  memory,  that 
was  usually  shewn  to  the  Princes  of  the  blood. 
The  Duchess  of  Mercosur  his  widow,  omitted  no 
means  of  testifying  her  grief,- and  of  honouring 
the  memory  of  so  distinguished  a  Prince;  she  di- 
rected every  preparation  to  be  made  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  funeral  obsequies  in  the  church 
of  our  Lady  at  Paris;  and  Francis  was  desired  to 
pronounce  the  oration  in  praise  of  the  deceased. 
It  was  thus  in  the  presence  of  the  Royal  Princes, 
of  the  prelates  of  France,  and  of  an  immense 
toncoiirse  of  people,  that  he  made  that  excellent 
discourse,  which  was  afterwards  printed. 

He  there  gives  to  this  valiant  Prince  the  just 
commendations  to  which  he  was  entitled  for  hav- 
ing so  often  exposed  his  life,  and  so  frequently 
bled  in  the  cause  of  God  and  religion ;  but  he 
paints  in  colours  peculiarly  glowing,  his  piety 
towards  God,  his  moderation  in  prosperity  and 
in  victory,  his  humanity  towards  the  vanquished, 
Ws  mild  comportment  to  his  troops,  his  tender 
care  to  spare  their  lives,  his  feeling  concern  for 
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the  poor,  and  his  inflexible  constancy  in  doing 
justice  to  all  people,  as  if  he  had  been  their 
father,  and  not  a  general  of  an  army,  who  is  often 
compelled  by  hard  necessity  to  connive  at  great 
injustice.  He  concluded  that  if  vices  reflect  dis^ 
honour  on  men,  whatever  be  their  situation  in 
life,  vicious  conduct  must  be  peculiarly  shameful 
in  the  great;  that  the  more  they  are  exposed  to 
the  observation  of  mankind  and  raised  above 
others,  the  greater  should  be  their  attention  to  do 
nothing  unworthy  of  the  rank  to  which  the  Al- 
mighty has  raised  them;  that  brutal  grandeur, 
supported  by  empty  ostentation,  must  ever  prove 
contemptible;  that  the  more  any  man  has  received 
from  God,  the  greater  ought  to  be  his  gratitude  ; 
that  kings  should  ever  make  it  their  glory  to  hold 
of  Him  their  greatness ;  and  that  no  person  should 
ever  forget  to  reflect  often  on  one  critical  and  in- 
teresting truth,  that  we  die  only  to  return  to  life, 
happy  or  wretched  for  an  eternity.  This  dis- 
course was  received  with*  a  tumult  of  applause; 
and  Francis  notwithstanding  his  extreme  repug- 
nance, was  obliged  to  yield  to  the  entreaties  of 
the  Duchess  of  Mercosur,  that  it  should  be  made 
public. 

It  was  about  this  time,  that  the  Cardinal  de 
Berule  communicated  to  Francis  the  desigQ,  which 
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be  had  formed,  of  establishing  the  Carmelite 
Nuns  in  France.    Francis  who  esteemed  that  holy 
order,  agreeably  to  its  transcendent  merit,  ap- 
proved the  project;  he  omitted  nothing  to  for- 
ward this  establishment ;  he  employed  the  interest 
Of  his  friends  at  Rome  for  this  purpose;  and  as 
the  Pope  held  him  in  high  estimation,  he  availed 
himself  of  his  ascendant  over  the  mind  of  the  Pon- 
tiff/ to  promote  this  holy  enterprise.    The  suc- 
cess of  the  undertaking  corresponded  with  the 
pectations  and  the  efforts  of  these  two  great  men  J 
and  this  order  is  observed  at  the  present  period  to 
abound  in  virtue  to  that  degree,  and  to  produce 
such  a  series  of  holy  personages,  that  it  cannot  be 
made  a  matter  of  doubt,  that  their  prayers  daily 
draw  upon  the  kingdom,  the  moat  copious  bene- 
dictions. ' 

There  was  not  a  pious  assembly  in  Paris,  to 
which  Francis  was  rtot  invited.  No  religious  plan 
was  adopted  without  his  participation ;  no  affair 
of  consequence,  tending  to  promote  the  glory  of 
God  was  transacted  witbout'his  advice.  Scarcely 
had  he  time,  after  such  multiplied  fatignefe,  to 
allot  a  few  hours  to  that  repose,  which  is  indii* 
pensably  necessary  to  recruit  the  powers  of  nature. 
He  however,  did  ndt  lostf  sight  6f  tee  principal 
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aes s  often  obliged  him  to  appear  at  court,  be  bad 
frequent  opportunities  of  conversing  privately  wkh 
the  kiogl  This  great  prince  who,  esteemed  his 
virtue,  and  his  learning,  often  took  occasion  to 
consult  htm  on  the  most  intricate  and  delicate 
cases  of  conscience,  respecting  his  own  conduct. 
It  may  be  pronounced,  that  this  was  one  of  the 
nicest  and  most  critical  conjunctures, in'  which  he 
was  elver  placed.  There  is  so  much  danger  in  un- 
folding naked  truth  to  the  great,  and  this  expres- 
sion, it  is  not  lawful  for  you,  proved  so  fatal  to 
St.  John  the  Baptist,  that  even  the  most  virtuous 
persons  are  daunted  at  the  attempt.  But  Francis 
never  betrayed  the  timid  weakness  to  flatter  the 
vices  of  the  great,  not  even  of  sovereigns;  and 
when  he  was  consulted  on  the  affairs  of  their  sal* 
vation,  far  from  seeking  for  pretexts  and  rnodifi* 
cations  not  to  disturb  their  fatal  tranquillity,  he 
made  use  of  a  holy  freedom,  but  with  such  deli- 
cate precaution  and  such  consummate  meekness, 
that  they  received  from  his  hands  the  most  unplea- 
sant remedies,  without  tasting  their  bitterness. 

This  was  exemplified  in  his  communication 
vtfth  Henry  IV.  We  should  have  been  unac- 
quainted witbene  of  the  finest  traits  of  his  life,  if 
tins  great  king  bad  not  himself  preserved  the  cir- 
cumstance   For  one  day  assigning  a- reason  for 
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the  extraordinary  affection,  which  he  bore  for  the 
Bishop  of  Geneva,  he  declared  that  he  loved  him, 
because  that  prelate  had  never  flattered  him,  A 
sentiment  worthy  of  a  king,  who  was  ever  the  idol 
of  France ;  and  whose  name  cannot  be  mentioned, 
without  exciting  in  the  breasts  of  Frenchmen,  that 
tender  regard  which  is  due  to  the  memory  of  so 
distinguished  and  so  good  a  prince.  This  example 
demonstrates,  that  it  is  not  so  much  the  truth, 
which  is  found  unpleasant,  to  the  ears  of  the  great, 
as  the  manner  of  unfolding  it.  There  is  nothing 
more  becoming  the  character  of  great  princes, 
than  a  fondness  for  truth.  Fortune,  if  we  may  be 
allowed  the  expression,  bestows  on  them  every 
thing  else  with  the  utmost  profusion.  A  sincere 
friend  is  a  gift  of  heaven.  The  very  great  distance 
between  kings  and  subjects,  almost  precludes  the 
possible  existence  of  such  a  character.  Henry  the 
Great  had  other  sentiments.  He  wanted  friends, 
and  he  found  them.  It  is  true  that  he  knew  where 
to  place  his  confidences  but  when  once  be  had 
conferred  that  honour  on  an  individual,  he  per- 
mitted him  to  assume  that  character,  and  to  exer- 
cise its  most  sacred  rights.  Of  this  the  history  of 
St  Francis  of  Sales,  furnishes  an  example,  which 
reflects  too  much  honour  on  the  m&nory  of  this 
incomparable  prince,  to  suffer  the  anecdote  to  fall 
into  oblivion. 


Digitized  by 


OP  SALES.     BOOK.  IT.  449 

There  was  at  court  a  nobleman,  of  the  name  ef 
Deshayes,  whom  the  king  had  appointed  governor 
of  Montargis,  It  is  the  same  person,  who  was 
mentioned,  in  the  account  of  the  communication 
of  Francis  with  Beza.  He  was  a  loyal  subject 
and  an  excellent  man,  who  loved  his  king,  and 
possessed  a  degree  of  fidelity;  superior  to  every 
temptation.  The  king  was  persuaded  of  this  cir- 
cumstance ;  and  Deshayes  was  accordingly  of  the 
number  of  those,  whom  this  great  prince  styled 
his  friends.  His  majesty  had  remarked  a  very 
close  connection  between  Francis  and  this  nobler- 
man  ;  this  circumstance  one  day  induced  the  king 
to  ask  Deshayes,  which  of  the  two  he  loved  most, 
himself  or  the  coadjutor  of  Geneva ;  which  of  the 
two  connections  was  the  dearest  to  his  heart; 
and  to  which  he  would  give  - the  preference,  if  by 
any  possible  event,  he  were  constrained  to  make 
the  choice.  Deshayes,  astonished  at  this  ques- 
tion replied  to  the  king,  that  the  kindness  with 
which  his  majesty  was  so  gracious  as  to  honour 
him,  never  induced  him  to  forget,  that  he  was  his 
subject;  that  his  obligations  to  him  in  that  qua- 
lity, would  ever  be  superior  to  any  engagements 
which  he  could  form;  that  he  had  for  his  service 
a  zeal  and  fidelity,  without  limit ;  but  as  to  friend- 
ship, the  distance  between  a  king  and  a  subject 
was  too  great  to  permit  him  to  hazard  the  use  of 

vol.  f  f 
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such  a  term;  though  he  candidly  acknowledged, 
that  he  felt  for  the  person  of  his  majesty  all  those 
sentiments,  which  the  roost  tendep,  but  at  the 
same,  time  the  most  respectful  friendship  cotild 
inspire.    The  king;  told  him,  that  he  was  not  in- 
quiring about  his  obligations  as  a  subject;  that  fee 
had  never  doubted  of  his  zeal  and  fidelity;  that 
his  question  related  to  the  friendship,  which  he 
felt  for  Henry  and  not  for  the  kirig;  and  he 
wished  to  be  told  explicitly,  for  which  of  the  two 
he  had  the  tenderest  friendship,  the  Bishop  of 
Gfeneva  or  himself.    A  courtier  more  skiHed  in 
the  arts  of  dissimulation  than  Deshayes,  would 
have  answered  without  hesitation;  the  warmest 
expressions  would  hate  been  employed,  and  an 
appearance  of  sincerity  would  have  supplied  the 
place  of  truth.    Deshayes  was  of  a  very  different 
character;  he  would  rather  have  forfeited  his 
fortune  than  the  friendship  of  Francis ;  an  untruth 
was  repugnant  to  his  principles ;  he  knew  not  the 
art  of  dissimulation ;  and  had  he  attempted  to 
practice  it,  bis  countenance  and  his  manner  would 
have  betrayed  him.   The  king,  who  was  delighted 
with  such  characters,  amused  himself  with  adding 
to  the  embarrassment  of  Deshayes,  and  pressed  his 
question  by  saying,  Deshayes,  I  must  foave  an 
answer.    At  length  Deshayes  not  being  able  ttf  ire- 
cede,  replied  in  these  terms ;  "  that  since  bis  majesty 
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commanded  him  to  speak,  he  would  own,  that  ha 
felt  for  him  all  the  veneration  and  tender  regard, 
of  which  he  was  susceptible;  but  at  the  same  time, 
he  must  say,  that  he  was  extremely  fond  of  the 
Bishop  of  Geneva."  This  answer,  far  from  dis- 
pleasing the  king,  on  the  contrary,  gave  him  an 
exalted  opinion  of  the  generous  disposition  of 
Deshayes.  <c  I  fipd/'  raid  he,  "  nothing  to  blame 
in  your  sentiments,  but  I  must  entreat  you  both, 
that  I  may  be  associated  to  your  friendship/'  He 
added,  that  he  had  commissioned  the  Duke  of 
Epernon  to  solicit  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  to  re- 
main in  France,  to  promise  him  the  first  vacant 
Bishopric,  and  in  the  mean  time  a  pension  of 
four  thousand  livres.  Deshayes,  transported  with 
joy,  threw  himself  at  the  feet  of  his  majesty,  to 
thank  him  for  his  handsome  efier ;  more  intent 
on  the  advantages  of  his  friend,  th^n  if  the  king 
had  made  him  a  corresponding  present.  But  ibis 
great*  king,  raising  him,  said  with  his  usual  kind- 
ness ;  "  Go  and  anticipate  the  commission  of  the 
Duke  of  Epernon,  if  it  be  possible;  and  inform 
the  Bishop  of  Geneva  of  my  intentions  in  bis 
favour." 

It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  maxim,  that 
the  French  should  be  ruled  by  a  sovereign,  who 
exhibits  great  majesty,  who  enforces  the  respect 
f  f  2 
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due  to  his  character,  and  who  admits  but  little 
familiar  intercourse.  It  cannot  however  be  de- 
nied, that  a  kind  deportment  like  that  of  Henry 
the  Great,  carries  with  it  undescribable  charms. 
Much  prudence  is  unquestionably  necessary  to  re- 
gulate such  a  manner  ;  but  when  a  sovereign  has 
attained  that  just  medium,  so  rarely  to  be  found, 
religion  only  can  impose  a  proper  restraint  on  the 
veneration,  which  the  subject  is  inclined  to  bestow. 
It  was  thus  that  Henry  the  Great  won  the  hearts 
of  his  subjects;  and  never  was  any  one  found  to 
abuse  his  familiarity,  but  the  Marshal  de  Biron; 
but  God  permitted  that  he  should  meet  with 
deserved  punishment. 

While  this  interview  between  the  king  and 
Deshayes  was  taking  place,  the  Duke  of  Epernon 
had  already  performed  his  commission;  he  had 
solicited  Francis,  in  the  name  of  his  majesty,  to 
remain  in.  France,  and  had  made  the  offer  of 
the  Bishopric  and  of  the  pension.  But  the  solicita- 
tions of  the  Duke  were  without  effect.  Francis 
replied  with  great  sentiments  of  gratitude,  that 
his  majesty  did  him  more  honour  than  he  deserved  ; 
that  his  heroic  qualities  sufficiently  gained  all 
hearts,  without  the  addition  of  such  distinguished 
benefits ;  that  he  was  deeply  impressed  with  the 
proposed  happiness  of  being  the  subject  of  so  grtat 
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and  so  good  a  prince;  that  if  he  followed  the 
feelings  of  his  own  heart,  he  should  embrace  such 
an  eligible  situation ;  but  that,  as  to  the  Bishopric, 
God  had  called  him  against  his  will  to  govern  the 
diocese  of  Geneva ;  and  that  to  correspond  with 
his  vocation,  he  believed  himself  obliged  to  remain 
at  his  post  during  life ;  that  with  respect  to  the 
pension,  the  little  revenue  which  he  enjoyed,  was 
sufficient  for  bis  maintenance,  and  that  any  addi- 
tional supply  would  only  serve  to  embarrass  him 
in  his  duties.  When  this  answer  was  reported  to 
the  king;  his  majesty  was  exceedingly  affected; 
he  admired  that  noble  disengagement  from  honours 
and  the  gifts  of  fortune,  and  he  could  not  help 
remarking,  that  there  was  something  more  noble 
in  despising  such  objects,  than,  in  subduing  empires. 
He  ever  after  proposed  him  as  a  model  of  Christian 
perfection,  and  declared,  that  he  knew  no  one 
more  capable  of  restoring  the  ecclesiastical  state 
to  iU  primitive  splendor^  or  of  suppressing  the 
heresies  which  disturbed  his  kingdom ;  and  that  it 
was  pity  that  so  great  a  mau  should  be  banished 
to  the  mountains  of  Savoy, 

*  It  might  naturally  have  been  expected, '  that 
virtue  so  distinguished  an&  so  generally  acknow- 


*  Aug.  of  Sales.    Book  IV.    Auon.    Book  I. 
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lodged,  would  have  risen  above  the  teach  of  eovy 
and  calumny.  But  what  is  there  so  holy,  as  not 
to  be  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  these  dark  and  in- 
sidious vices?  And  where  do  they  reign  with 
greater  impunity,  and  possess  a  more  fatal  influ- 
ence, than  in  the  courts  of  princes  ?  Barren  and 
uncountenanced  merit  never  feels  their  hostility ; 
but  when  it  basks  in  the  sunshine  of  royal  favour, 
the  envious  never  fail  to  shew  a  mortal  aversion  ; 
and  they  will  rather  ruin  the  party,  than  fdrgivfc 
superior  merit.  The  effects  of  this  passion  Francis 
experienced  at  this  period  of  his  life.  His  merit, 
or  rather  the  fevour  of  the  king,  excited  jealousy ; 
and  those  infected  with  this  passion,  determined 
to  ruin  him.  To  sueceed  in  this  design,  they 
formed  a  plan  to  accuse  him  of  an  attempt  to 
renew  the  conspiracy  of  the  Marshal  de  Biron 
against  the  life  of  the  king.  It  is  not  doubted 
that  the  Duke  of  Savoy  was  accessary  to  that  ce- 
lebrated conspiracy.  Francis  was  his  subject; 
and  that  was  the  basis  of  their  accusation.  They 
applied  to  the  king,  and  observed  to  him,  that 
the  apparent  virtue  of  Francis  was  nothing  but 
hypocrisy  in  disguise ;  that  in  fact  he  was  but  an 
emissary  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  more  dan- 
gerous and  more  to  be  dreaded,  as  he  possessed 
the  art  of  insinuation,  and  the  talent  of  conciliat- 
ing friends;  that  the  re-establishment  of  the  Ca- 
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tholic  religipn  ip  the  bailiwick  of  was  only  a 
pretext;  and  that  the  true  motive  of  his  jourpgr 
to  Paris  was  very  different  from  the  apparent 

i  These  accusations  w ere  tpo  vague  to  produce 
?tny  effect  on  the  inind  of  the  king ;  and  to  givo 
tfyem  some  strength,  they  #dded,  that  he  was  in- 
timately connected  with  all  those,  who  Were  sus- 
pected of  being  the  partisans  of  Birtip,  and  of 
being  gained  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy;  that  he  had 
not  been  able  to  refrain  from  speaking  in  terms  of 
esteem  of  the  Marshal;  that  one  day  going  into 
the  church  where  he  wa?  buried,  he  had  been 
heard  to  vent  very  deep  sighs  ;  that  some  time 
after  being  requested  to  preach  there,  lie1  recom- 
mended to  his  audience  the  success  of  ap  impor- 
tant affair  ;  and  that  this  affair  in  all  probability, 
could  be  nothing  else  but  the  renewal  of  thereon- 
^piracy  of  Biron.  Hence  they  concluded,  that  lit 
would  be  a  prudent  measure  to  seize  his  person 
and  his  papers ;  and  they  insisted,  that  much 
would  he  discovered,  that  never  could  be  sus- 
pected from  a  man  apparently  so  virtuous,  and  so 
disengaged  from  earthly  objects. 

Thoygh  the  reasons  produced  were  extremely, 
w^ak,  Henry,  who  had  very  delicate  feelings  on; 
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the  affair  under  consideration,  found  in  them  some 
appearance  of  probability;  but  his  prudence  did 
not  allow  him  to  raise  an  alarm  without  farther 
information.  He  judged  it  necessary  to  direct 
his  motions  to  be  observed;  and  unfortunately 
gave  the  commission  to  those  persons,  who  had 
just  obtruded  their  advice,,  that  is,  to  those  who 
were  chiefly  interested  in  giving  a  colour  of  truth  to 
their  information,  whatever  might  be  the  conse- 
quence. However,  as  Francis  had  a  considerable 
number  of  friends  at  court,  this  accusation  could 
not  remain  so  impenetrably  secret,  without  reach- 
ing the  ears  of  a  nobleman,  by  whom  he  was  much 
beloved;  he  went  immediately  to  convey  to  him 
the  intelligence;  and  not  finding  him,  he  repaired 
to  the  church  of  St.  Benedict,  where  Francis  was 
preaching  daring'  the  'octave  of  Corpus  Christi. 
His  friend  found  him  at  the  bottom  of  the  pulpit 
ready  to  ascend;  and  there  it  was,  that  he  made 
him  acquainted  with  the  crime,  that  was  laid  to 
his  charge. 

There  is  scarcely  any  degree  of  innocence,  that 
can  withstand  the  effects  of  such  suspicions; 
trouble  and  agitation  of  mind  are  the  natural  con- 
sequences; and  the  less  inclination  the  accused 
party  feels  for  the  commission  of  a  crime,  pro- 
portionately greater  is  the  surprise,  that  an  accttsa- 
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tion  can  be  raised.  Francis  felt  nothing  of  this 
natural  discomposure.  With  full  reliance  on  his 
own  innocence,  on  the  discernment  and  goodness 
of  the  king,  and  particularly  cji  the  protection  of 
God,  he  thanked  the  nobleman  for  his  information, 
with  a  tranquillity  which  surprised  hitn,  ascended 
the  pulpit,  and  never  preached  with  greater  force 
and  eloquence.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  sermon, 
his  noble  friend,  who  heard  him,  acknowledged 
that  be  was  seriously  alarmed  at  his  composure. 
He  conjured  him  to  neglect  no  means  of  extricat- 
ing himself  from  an  affair,  in  which  the  least  sus- 
picious circumstance  might  prove  fatal  to  his  re- 
putation and  to  his  life.  Francis  replied,  that  he 
was  determined  to  justify  himself,  but  that  he 
should  wish  to  perform  the  duty  without  injuring 
his  enemies.  The  nobleman  replied,  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  little  consequence,  at  whose  expencp 
his  justification  should  be  made;  that  his  accusers 
could  only  be  villains,  who  deserved1  not  to  be 
spared;  and  that  justice  required,  that  they  should 
be  covered  with  that  confusion,  which  they  had 
so  well  merited!*  Francis  contented  himself  with 
saying,  that  he  did  not  reason  in  that  manner, 
and  that  God  would  give  him  the  grace  to  justify 
himself,  without  accusing  or  discomposing  any 
individual.    He  instantly  went  to  see  the  king. 
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But  be  was  already  justified  in  the  mind  of 
Henry.    That  great  prince  had  been  unable  to 
reflect  on  the  general  tenor  of  his  conduct,  the 
sanctity  of  his  life,  the  meekness  of  his  disposi- 
tion, his  zeal  and  disengagement  from  the  world, 
without  acquitting  him  of  the  charge  ;  he  even 
reproached  himself  for  haying  one  moment  sus- 
pected him  of  a  crime,  which  cannot  be  thought 
of  without  horror.    At  that  time  of  sober  re- 
flection,  Francis  entered  the  royal  apartment, 
with  that  tranquil  and  sweet  air,  which  marked 
the  innocence  of  his  spul;  whatever  shadow  of 
suspicion  might  have  existed  in  the  mind  of  the 
king,  was  in  an  instant  dissipated.  v  His  majesty 
even  anticipated  his  design  ;  and  taking  him  aside, 
told  him  not  to  take  the  trouble  to  make  any  jus- 
tiication ;  that  the  more  enormous  was  the  crime, 
with  which  he  was  charged,  the  less  he  believed 
him  capable  of  committing  it;  that  he  was  perr 
suaded  of  his  sincere  attachment ;  and  that,  if  it 
were  necessary,  he  would  himself  be  responsible 
lor  his  innocence.    Francis  replied,  that  he  had 
never  interposed  in  affairs  of  stater;  but  that  if  b* 
had  to  embark  in  that  course,  he  should  not  begin 
his  political  career,  by  an  action  so  atrocious  and 
so  unworthy  of  the  favours,  which  be  had  received 
from  his  majesty;  that  he  assured  him,,  that  he 
had  never  received  any  order  from,  his  own  sove- 
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reign  to  his  disadvantage;  and  that  there  was  no 
Consideration,  nor  any  authority  on  earth,  that 
could  dblige  him  to  conspire  against  the  lowest 
of  mankind,  much  less  against  the  greatest  and  the 
best  prince  in  the  world ;  and  that  so  far  from 
seeking  to  destroy  so  precious  a  life,  God  was  his 
witness,  that  he  was  willing  to  part  with  his  own, 
for  his  preservation.  After  this  pathetic  address, 
he  made  a  profound  reverence,  to  kiss  the  hand  of 
his  majesty ;  but  this  great  prince,  embracing  him 
tenderly,  said  iii  a  low  tone:  "My  Lord  Bishop 
of  Geneva,  I  am  persuaded  of  thd  truth  of  all 
that  you  hSaVe  said ;  let  us  be  greater  friends  than 
£Ver." 

Any  other  man  but  Francis  would  have  de- 
manded justice  against  his  accusers;  specious 
Treasons  would  not  have  been  waiting,  and  the 
honour  due  to  individual  character  would  haTe 
served  ad  a  pretext  to  private  vengeance.  But  he 
Was  so  far  from  entertaining  these  sentiments,  that 
he  was  determined  to  solicit  their  pardon  of  the 
king,  if  he  had  discovered  any  intention  to  bring 
them  to  punishment.  But  princes  are  often 
obliged  to  dissemble  their  knowledge  of  many 
events;  even  those,  who  Kke  Henry  are  lovers  of 
justice,  have  often  reasons  not  to  administer  it 
with  that  exact  severity,  which  is  to  be  desired. 
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But  in  the  place  of  that  satisfaction,  which 
Francis  never  asked,  no  sooner  had  he  left  the 
royal  apartments,  than  this  great  prince  enquired 
of  Deshayes,  what  was  the  amount  of  the  reve- 
.  nues  of  the  Bishop  of  Geneva.  Deshayes  in- 
formed bis  majesty,  that  he  was  formerly  very 
rich ;  but  that  since  the  inhabitants  of  Geneva 
had  usurped  the  greatest  part  of  his  revenues,  he 
had  at  most  but  three  or  four  thousand  livres 
a  year.  The  king  observed  that  such  a  revenue 
was  not  sufficient  for  a  deserving  man  like  the 
coadjutor  of  Geneva;  and  he  ordered  Deshayes 
to  make  him  an  offer  m  his  name  of  a  pension  of  a 
thousand  crowns,  fpr  which  he  was  going  to  issue, 
a  writ.  Deshayes  went  immediately  to  perform 
his  commission.  Francis  who  had  already  de- 
clined a  more  considerable  pension,  thought  there 
would  be  an  appearance  of  affectation  in  persisting 
in  an  obstinate  refusal  to  accept  the  favours  of  so 
great  a  king.  His  answer  therefore  to  Deshayes 
was,  that  he  requested  him  to  thank  bis  majesty 
in  his  name,  and  to  tell  him,  that  his  presents  did 
him  too  much  honour,  to  decline  them;  but  that, 
as  he  was  not  at  the  time  in  want  of  money,  and 
he  knew  not  the  art  of  keeping  it,  his  majesty 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  consent,  that  the 
sum  in  question  might  remain  in  the  hands  of  bis 
-  treasurer,  and  that  he  would  ask  for  it  in  the  hour  * 
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of  want  The  king  perceived,  that  this  was  a 
polite  refusal;  but  he  thought  the  answer  so  in- 
genious, that  he  could  not  help  saying,  that  he  had 
never  given  a  pension,  for  which  he  had  been  so 
politely  thanked,  as  for  that  offered  to  the  Bishop 
of  Geneva. 

Notwithstanding  the  failure  of  his  enemies  in 
raising  against  him  a  groundless  charge,  he  could 
fcot  help  regarding  the  event  as  a  warning  from 
heaven,  to  retire  from  the  court  of  France.  He 
redoubled  his  solicitations  to  bring  the  afiair  of 
the  bailiwick  of  Gex  to  a  speedy  conclusion.  He 
applied  immediately  to  the  king.  But  whatever 
might  have  been  the  desire  of  this  great  monarch, 
to  give  him  complete  satisfaction,  he  was  enabled 
\ but  partially  to  comply  with  his  request;  but  he 
did  it  with  this  obliging  declaration,  that  hp 
should  distrust  the  ardent  conduct  of  any  other, 
but  that  be  was  confident,  that  the  zeal  of  the 
Bishop  of  Geneva  would  never  be  attended  but 
with  beneficial  effects  for  the  service  of  God,  and 
tjie  advantage  of  his  kingdom.  After  Francis 
had  thanked  his  majesty  in  the  most  humble  terms, 
he  observed  to  him,  that  -difficulties  might  ari*e 
in  the  execution  of  his  orders,  and  thai  he  should 
v  want  letters  from  bis  majesty  to  the  Baron  of  Luz, 
and  to  the  parliament  of  Dijon,  to  which  he 
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begged  he  might  be  allowed  to  apply  in  the  event 
of  any  difficulty,  that  might  require  the  interpo- 
sition of  his  royal  authority.  He  therefore  ell- 
treated  the  king,  to  extend  that  protection,  with 
which  he  was  so  kind  as  to  honour  him,  to  the 
ecclesiastics  of  the  bailiwicks  of  Gex,  of  Bugey 
and  of  Valromey.  The  king,  who  knew  not  how 
<o  do  a  favour  by  halves,  instantly  complied  with 
the  whole  extent  of  bis  demands :  thus  Francis 
having  no  more  business  at  court,  took  leave  of 
hit  majesty,  and  departed  to  the  great  regret  of 
his  friends,  in  order  to  repair  to  Annecy. 

*  At  the  distance  6f  some  days  journey  from 
Paris,  he  received  letters  conveying  the  informa- 
tion of  the  death  of  Claud  de  Grenier,  Bishop  of 
Geneva.  He  was  a  prelate  of  superior  merit,  dis- 
tinguished by  his  sanctity  and  bis  abilities;  he 
was  ennobled  by  his  birth,  being  descended  from 
one  of  the  most  illustrious  and  most  ancient  fami- 
lies of  the  country ;  he  had  been  early  trained  in 
the  monastery  of  Taloires,  of  the  order  of  S& 
Benedict;  there  he  bad  made  his  profession,  and 
was  prior  of  the  house,  when  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
npmed  him  to  the  Bishopric  of  Geneva.  He  go* 
verned  that  church  five  and  twenty  years,  with  so 
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Htuch  prudence,  piety,  zeal,  firmness  and  meek* 
ness,  that  he  gained  the  esteem  and  the  affection 
of  the  whole  diocese.  He  was  habitually  severe 
to  himself ;  and  his  elevation  to  the  See  of  Geneva, 
induced  him  to  make  no  relaxation  of  the  rule, 
which  he  religiously  observed  till  his  death.  He 
loved  the  poor  with  parental  affection ;  he  ob- 
served a  rigid  economy,  in  order  to  be  enabled  to 
relieve  their  distress;  and  notwithstanding  the 
smaJlness  of  his  income,  bis  charities  were  ex- 
tremely abundant.  Towards  the  end  of  his  days 
his  infirmities  greatly  increased;  but  the  continual 
illness,  with  which  he  was  afflicted,  contributed 
to  display  a  model  of  patience  and  of  disengage- 
ment from  earthly  affections.  Of  this  latter  qua- 
lity he  gave  an*  instance  never  sufficiently  to  be 
admired,  in  choosing  Francis  of  Sales  for  his  suc- 
cessor, to  the  prejudice  of  his  own  nephew,  who 
possessed  every  quality,  that  could  adorn  the  cha- 
racter of  a  holy  Bishop.  His  memory  is  held  in 
benediction;  and  the  church  of  Geneva  at  the  pre- 
sent day  considers  him  as  one  of  the  greatest 
prelates,  that  ever  governed  it  from  the  period  of 
its  foundation. 

Francis,  who  had  always  honoured  him  as  his 
father,  and  loved  him  as  a  friend,  lamented  his 
death  with  the  deepest  and  the  sincerest  affliction, 
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as  he' was  not  elevated  with  the  thoughts  of  filling 
his  place.  In  fact,  he  was  not  yet  recovered  from 
those  pious  alarms,  which  the  duties  of  the  Epis- 
copal station  had  excited ;  the  nearer  he  approached 
to  the  awful  charge,  the  more  unworthy  he  judged 
himself  of  the  honour ;  and  could  his  wishes  have 
rendered  his  predecessor  immortal,  he  would  not 
have  spared  them,  from  a  secondary  motive  of 
not  succeeding  to  his  station.  However  as  it  was 
a  matter  of  necessity,  to  fill  the  vacant  See,  he 
hastened  to  Savoy;  but  he  delicately  postponed 
his  entrance  into  Annecy,  that  the  joy  occasioned 
by  the  arrival  of  their  new  Bishop,  might  not  di- 
minish that  tender  tribute  of  grief,  which  was  due 
to  the  iriemory  of  his  predecessor.  He  chose  the 
Castle  of  Sales  for  the  place  of  his  retreat ;  and 
thither  he  proceeded  to  prepare  himself  for  his 
consecration.  The  domain  of  Sales  was  formerly 
an  Earldom ;  but  it  has  been  made  a  Marquisate 
by  the  Duke  of  Savoy.  The  situation  of  the  castle 
in  a  small  plain  at  the  foot  of  mount  Feree,  is 
not  unpleasant ;  and  the  river  Filire,  which  flows 
by  it,  enhances  the  beauty  of  the  scene.  The 
house  is  extremely  commodious  for  the  reception 
of  guests ;  of  this  a  judgment  may  be  formed  by  the 
size  of  one  of  the  wings,  which  contains  twenty-six 
rooms  on  a  floor,  with  adjoining  .closets.  The 
gardens  and  the  other  conveniences  necessary  and 
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ornamental  correspond  with  the  building ;  and  on 
the  whole  the  castle  of  Sales  was  then  one  of  the 
finest  houses  of  Savoy.  This  was  not  however 
the  motive  which  induced  Francis  to  select  this 
spot,  in  which  he  might  prepare  himself  for  his 
consecration :  he  was  too  full  of  a  spirit  of  pe- 
nance to  entertain  such  sentiments;  but  it  would 
have  been  difficult  to  find  an  asylum  more  solitary 
and  more  secluded  from  the  intercourse  of  the 
world.  The  neighbourhood  of  Annecy  was  an- 
other motive,  and  the  entreaties  of  his  mother 
completed  his  determination. 

He  spent  the  first  days  after  his  arrival  in  re- 
ceiving the  visits  and  compliments  of  the  clergy, 
the  nobility,  and  of  the  different  associations  in  his 
diocese,  who  camfe  to  congratulate  him  on  his  re- 
turn, and  on  his  elevation  to  the  episcopal  cbair. 
As  soon  as  he  was  disengaged  from  compafy,  and 
left  to  enjoy  solitude,  he  sent  to  Thonon  to  re- 
quest the  father  Fourrier,  a  Jesuit,  to  have  the 
goodness  to  repair  to  Sales,  and  to  be  his  director 
during  a  retreat  of  twenty  days,  which  he  pur- 
posed to  make  in  that  retired  place.  It  was  under 
the  direction  of  this  pious  and  learned  religious, 
that  he  drew  up  a  plan  of  conduct,  which  he  was 
determined  to  follow  through  lif$.  A  general 
confession  of  all  his  sins,  meditation,  silence,  fast* 

vol.  t.  *     o  g 
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iag,  the  most  austere  practices  of  mortification 
were  preparatory  to  the  design  which  he  had 
formed,  seriously  to  promote  the  edification  of  his 
people  by  the  regulation  of  his  person  and  of  his 
bouse.  As  it  was  by  the  constant  and  faithful  ob- 
servance of  the  rules,  which  he  then  laid  down  for 
fiis  own  conduct,  that  he  attained  that  high  de- 
gree of  sanctity,  which  lias  rendered  him  an  object 
of  veneration  to  all  the  faithful,  the  reader  will 
not  be  displeased  with  the  detail,  which  is  here 
given.  We  shall  fast  begin  by  the  exterior  regu- 
lations respecting  his  person  and  house,  and  pro- 
ceed in  order  to  those,  which  regard  the  principles 
of  an  interior  life, 

*  He  made  therefore  an  invariable  regulation 
never  to  wear  any  silk  io  his  dress,  nor  any  attire 
too  splendid  and  gaudy,  such  as  camlet;  but  al- 
ways £  use  woollen,  and  in  the  same  style  of 
simplicity,  as  he  observed  before  his  elevation  to 
the  episcopacy;  fee  magnificence  of  dress  he  by 
no,  means  thought  the  distinguishing  mark  of  a 
Bishop  from  an  ordinary  Priest.  He  resolved 
never  to  appear  in  the  church,  nor  in  public, 
without  his  rochet  camail,  the  purple  ornament 
worn  by  Bishops;  and,  as  much  as  possible  to 

'  *  Aug.  of  Sales.    Book  IV.    Anon*    Book  I. 
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use  them  in  hii  own  bouse ;  Ihfc  drdsd  he  considered 
as  a  perpetual  admonition  to  attend  to  that  dcfee- 
rum,  modesty  and  reserve,  Which  a  Bishop  should 
ever  exhibit  both  in  his  own  house,  and  in  every 
other  place.  We  may  likewise  here  mention  the 
Strict  injunction  which  he  imposed  on  himself, 
never  to  speak  to  persons  of  the  female  sex  without 
witnesses.  His  house  was  td  be  neat,  bill  furnished 
in  a  style  of  simplicity,  without  paintings,  or  any 
pictures  bat  of  devotion,  and  even  those  were  to  be 
inconsiderable  as  to  their  number  and  value;  he  . 
banished  all  magnificence  of  furniture,  and  with 
difficulty  permitted,  that  two  rooms  should  be  or- 
namented With  tapistry,  one  for  strangers,  and 
one  to  receive  visits.  He  deprived  himself  df  the 
use  of  a  carriage,  df  a  litter  and  even  of  a  chail. 
His  jourdies  wer6  always  to  be  performed  ort  fool,  > 
even  in  the  visitation  of  his  diocese,  and'  in  the 
worst  of  roads,  unless  very  unseasonable  weather 
should  oblige  him  to  use  a  horse. 

He  reduced  his  domestic  attendant*  td  two 
priests ;  ode  of  whom  was  to  to  his4  almoner,  and 
always  to  attend  him,  and  the  other  to  htte  the 
care  of  the  temporal  concerns,  and  io  inspect  the 
conduct  of  those  in  his  service ;  he  employed  two 
valets,  one  for  company,  the  other  for  himself; 
a  single  footman  and  two  man  set vaftte  in  the 
«*  «  2 
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kitchen  completed  his  household.    They  were  for- 
bidden to  wear  swords,  or  dress  of  any  other  colour 
than  that  of  a  dark  brown ;  their  conduct  was  to 
be  orderly,  modest  and  edifying ;  and  they  were 
frequently  to  approach  to  the  sacraments.  Every 
kind  of  game  was  prohibited  in  his  houshold ;  and 
care  was  taken  to  give  them  such  useful  occupa- 
tion, as  allowed  no  time  for  dissipation.  They 
were  expressly  enjoined  to  shew  great  deference 
and  respect  to  the  ecclesiastics,  particularly  to  the 
priests;  of  this  conduct  he  himself  was  to  give  the 
example.  His  house  was  always  open ;  and  strangers, 
who  had  no  regular  accommodation  in  town,  were 
kindly  enjoined  to  lodge  no  where  but  in  the  epis- 
copal palace.    It  will  be  imagined  that  about  a 
thousand  crowns  a  year,  which  was  the  revenue  of 
the  Bishop  of  Geneva,  did  not  enable  him  to  support 
a  larger  establishment ;  but  it  must  be  remembered, 
that  independently  of  the  circumstance  that  Savoy  is 
perhaps  the  cheapest  country  in  the  world,  Francis 
was  the  eldest  son  of  the  illustrious  house  of  Sales, 
and  that  as  the  Count  his  father,  would  never 
consent  that  he  should  relinquish  his  birth-right, 
he  had  ample  means  of  living  in  a  higher  style  of 
splendor,  if  his  modesty  and  his  love  for  the  poor 
had  not  precluded  such  a  plan. 

As  to  his  personal  conveniences  and  the  regula- 
tion of  his  table,  he  considered  it  a  duty  to  prac- 
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tice  with  the  utmost  exactness,  what  the  councils 
enjoin  to  Bishops,  relative  to  temperance  and 
frugality.  Ordinary  dishes  only  were  to  be  pro- 
vided, unless  some  person  of  distinction  should  be 
his  guest ;  for  in  that  case,  he  had  made  it  a  rule 
to  avoid  singularity.  But  then  it  was  to  be  his 
practice,  without  any  affectation,  to  confine  him- 
self to  plain  food,  and  he  possessed  a  singular 
address  in  avoiding  the  use  of  any  thing  exquisite 
or  delicate.  Priests,  as  far  as  circumstances  would 
permit,  were  to  occupy  the  first  places  at  his 
table.  Some  good  book  was  tip-  he  read  during 
half  the  time  of  the  repast,  the  remaining  part 
was  allotted  to  innocent  and  useful  conversation. 

Finally,  as  he  had  learned  from  St  Paul,  that 
he  who  does  not  know  how  to  regulate  his  own 
house,  will  be  much  more  incapable  of  governing 
the  Church  of  God,  he  omitted  no  means  of  esta- 
blishing that  order  in  his  houshold,  that  it  might 
serve  as  a  model  to  others.  Thus  having  chosen 
his  domestics  with  all  possible  care,  be  laboured 
to  render  their  lives  pious  and  exemplary.  On 
that  account,  though  by  his  plan  ^  priest  was  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  their  conduct,  he  considered 
himself  by  no  means  exempt  from  a  personal  atten- 
tion to  their  welfare.  He  lived  with  them  as  a 
father  with  his  children;  and  he  used  to  say  that 
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it  was  not  possible  to  shew  them  too  much  kind- 
ness; that  there  was  an  obligation  of  alleviating 
by  gentle  manners  the  pressure  of  their  situation; 
and  that  if  Providence  had  reversed  their  lot,  they 
would  have' been  our  superiors,  as  we  by  the  pre* 
sent  order  of  things  are  raised  above  them.  He 
knew  however  the  art  of  confining  this  kindness 
within  its  just  and  natural  limits.  For  if  any  one 
of  his  dependants  did  not  conduct  himself  with 
that  propriety,  which  a  house  so  well  regulated 
required,  he  was  instantly  reprimanded,  and  even 
dismissed,  if  the  fouk  deserved  that  penalty.  The 
same  kindness  he  wished  always  to  bo  shewn  to 
those,  who  farmed  the  episcopal  revenues,  and  to 
his  debtors;  he  sometimes  lost  by  this  conduct, 
and  his  steward  would  venture  to  complain ;  but 
he  replied,  that  a  Bishop  ought  not  to  be  ri*  * 
gorous  in  exacting  his  dues,  and  that  nothing 
more'  became  his  character,  than  sometimes  to 
surrender  his  rights. 

Besides  his  private  and  secret  charities,  which 
must  have  been  extensive,  as  he  never  on  toy  oc- 
casion refused  to  give  alms,  he  required  that 
public  charities  should  be  bestowed  at  the  gates 
of  the  episcopal  palace ;  and  that  reKef  should  be 
given  to  the  hospital,  to  the  Friar  minors,  to  the 
Dominicans  and  to  the  Nuns  of  St.  Clare.  He 
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said  on  this  occasion,  that  it  it  tiot  lawful  for  • 
Bishop  to  conceal  all  his  good  iforb*,  particu- 
larly tliose  of  conscientious  obligation,  such  as 
works  of  charity ;  as  it  is  one  of  the  highest  4f  his 
duties  to  give  good  example  to  his  people.  From 
the  same  motive  of  edification,  he  made  it  a  con- 
stant nile,  to  assist  on  all  feasts  of  devotion  at  thfe 
churches,  in  which  they  were  celebrated  ;  and  he 
was  there  seen  to  attend  alt  the  office  and  sermon. 
It  was  his  favourite  maxim,  that  when  the  service  of 
God  and  of  our  neighbour  is  concerned,  a  Bishop 
ought  always  to  appear  at  the  head  of  his  people. 
But  his  leading  regulation  was,  never  to  depend 
on  any  one  for  the  care  of  the  poor  and  the  sick, 
but  to  visit  them  himself,  and  to  provide  in  person 
for  their  wants  and  their  comforts ;  this  duty  he 
afterwards  discharged  with  quch  punctuality,  as 
excited  astonishment,  how  with  so  little  a  re- 
venue, he  could  meet  such  extensive  demands.  It 
is  true  that  in  an  hour  of  need  be  itould  mortgage 
even  his  chapel.    But  whatever  may  be  said,  his 
example  shews,  that  when  a  man  is  determined  to 
withdraw  from  luxury  whatever  it  demands  ,  be* 
yond  necessaries,  the  calls  of  charity  may  easily  bt 
answered.  * 

Finally  he  made  a  firm  resolution  never  to  enter 
on  any  legal  proceedings;  and  rather  to  suffer 
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wrong,  than  to  have  recourse  to  law  for  redress. 
He  said  on  that  subject/  that  St.  Paul  forbade 
Christians  to  apply  to  courts  of  judicature;  that 
much  more  was  the  prohibition  extended  to  Bi- 
shops; that  one  of  the  leading  qualities  which 
St.  Paul  requires  of  them  is,  that  they  should  not 
be  litigious;  and  he  added,  what  is  universally 
known  to  have  been  one  of  his  maxims,  that  in  a 
hundred  weight  of  law,  there  never  was  an  ounce, 
of  charity.  Francis  having  made  these  regula- 
tions for  the  exterior  government,  and  the  exter- 
nal duties  bf  the  Bishop,  adopted  the  following 
plan  as  the  rule  of  an  interior  life. 

He  was  to  rise  every  day  at  four  in  the  morning, 
to  make  an  hour's  meditation,  to  recite  the  morn- 
ing office,  to  say  prayers  to  his  housboid,  and 
read  thelioly  scriptures  till  seven;  he  then  studied 
till  nine,  when  he  quitted  his  studies  to  say  mass; 
and  every  day  he  made  it  a  rule  to  celebrate  the 
Divine  mysteries.  After  mass  he  employed  the 
remaining  part  of  the  morning  in  the  affairs  of  his 
diocese  till  dinner.  After  dinner  he  allotted  an 
hour  to  conversation,  and  then  resumed  the  busi- 
ness of  his  diocese  till  the  evening ;  when  there 
was  no  business  to  engage  his  attention,  he  de- 
voted the  time  to  study  and  to  prayer.  After  sup- 
per some  book  of  devotion  was  read  for  an  hour; 
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and  this  lecture  furnished  the  subject  of  the  medi- 
tation for  the  ensuing  day.  The  prayers  to  the 
houshold  were  then  said,  when,  after  all  had  re- 
tired, he  said  matins  for  the  following  day.  This 
was  the  order  of  the  day,  which  he  framed  for 
himself. 

Besides  the  fasts,  commanded  by  the  Church, 
he  made  a  rule  of  fasting  every  Friday  and  Satur- 
day, and  on  the  eves  of  the  festivals  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin!  On  solemn  festivals,  he  assisted  at  the 
yrhole  office  of  the  cathedral  with  his  houshold. 
On  Sundays  and  common  festivals,  he  contented 
himself  with  attending  at  the  high  mass  and 
vespers.  Every  year  he  made  a  retreat  of  ten  days. 
To  this  exercise  he  devoted  the  time  of  Shrovetide, 
in  order,  as  he  said,  to  prepare  himself  to  spend 
lent  in  proper  dispositions,  and  in  some  manner 
to  atone  for  the  disorders,  which  were  committed 
in  that  time  of  riot  and  intemperance. 

As  he  was  strongly  persuaded  of  that  truth 
taught  by  the  council  of  Trent,  that  preaching  is 
the  principal  duty  of  Bishops ;  th^it  for  their  ex- 
ample, Christ  their  great  model  had  said,  that  he 
had  to  announce  the  gospel,  because  he  was  sent 
for  that  end ;  and  that  St.  Paul  had  added,  that 
Christ  had  sent  him  not  to  baptise,  but  to  preach; 
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he  made  it  an  invariable  rule  to  preach  to  his 
people,  as  often  as  possible.  The  catechism  and 
the  instruction  of  the  poor  he  never  considered  asr 
beOeath  his  dignity;  and  it  will  appear,  that  he 
often  performed  that  duty  in  public,  and  more  fre- 
quently in  his  Episcopal  palace.  Residence,  a 
matter  of  such  consequence  and  so  little  practised 
in  his  time,  appeared  to  him  too  necessary,  and 
too  much  recommended  to  Bishops  by  the  coin*- 
oils  to,  admit  of  a  dispensation;  he  purposed 
therefore  never  to  leave  his  diocese  without  an 
evident  necessity,  or  without  very  powerful  rea- 
son*, always  connected  with  the  utility  of  the 
Church  and  of  his  neighbour. 

It  does  not  appear  by.  these  regulations,  drawn 
up  for  his  own  conduct,  that  he  imposed  on  him- 
self any  extraordinary  austerities  or  rigours  of 
penance.  But  it  may  be  observed,  that  an  exact 
and  uniform  life,  always  engaged  irt  duty,  and  al- 
ways intent  on  God  and  the  concerns  of  the 
faithful,  cannot  be  considered  but  as  a  life  of 
great  mortification.  Besides  it  is  known,  that  he 
wore  a  hair  shirt,  and  took  the  discipline;  but  be 
did  it  in  a  very  secret  manner,  as  he  was  naturally 
averse  to  ostentation,  and  as'  his  station  did  not 
demand  those  exterior  rigours,  which  certainly 
do  not  constitute  the  merit"  of  a  Bishop.  To 
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consider  things  in  a  proper  light,  sanctity  does 
not  consist  in  performing  extraordinary  mortifica- 
tions, but  in  doing,  each  one  in  his  situation, 
what  God  requires.  There  is  something  great  in 
dying  for  God;  but  it  is  perhaps  not  less  difficult, 
nor  less  great  to  know  how  to  live  for  Him. 

Francis  haying  drawa  up  this  plan  of  conduct,  ; 
by  the  advice  of  his  director,  followed  it  after- 
wards with  the  utmost  exactness ;  far  from  dimi- 
nishing any  of  the  observances,  he  even  added 
much,  which  he  had  not  at  first  undertaken ;  and 
it  is  to  this  fidelity  in  all  his  duties,  that  we  are  to 
ascribe  those  bright  examples  of  virtue  and  sane* 
tity,  which  will  appear  in  the  following  part  of 
this  history. 

However  as  the  day  of  his  consecration  was 
approaching,  he  began  to  feel  in  a  more  lively 
manner/  that  great  apprehension  and  alarm  which 
he  had  before  experienced,  on  seeing  himself  at  the 
point  of  being  elevated  to  that  rank  which  he  was 
now  about  to  assume.  It  appeared  to  him,  that 
he,  bad  not  made  sufficient  resistance,  and  that  he 
had  yielded  with  too  much  facility.  The  more  he 
examined  the  qualities,  which  are  necessary  to 
form  the  character  of  a  holy  Bishop,  the  more  he 
felt  his  deficiency ;  and  as  his  humility  shewed  him 
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only  his  defects,  he  considered  himself  as  a  pilot, 
who  was  going  to  embark  on  a  boisterous  sea,  full 
of  rocks,  without  knowledge,  without  experience, 
without  mast,  without  sails,  without  rudder, 
totally  destitute  of  those  helps,  which  were  to  pre- 
serve him  from  shipwreck.  This  interior  trouble 
proceeded  so  far,  that  he  opened  his  mind  on  the 
siibject  to  the  Father  Fourrier,  who  was  his  di- 
rector in  his  retreat.  But  this  learned  religious, 
who  knew  the  violence,  which  he  had  offered  to 
himself  to  consent  to  his  elevation,  who  saw  in 
him  such  evident  marks  of  a  Divine  vocation,  and 
who  daily  admired  that  pure  virtue,  of  which  he 
alone  was  not  aware,  raised  his  courage,  and 
with  much  difficulty  Testored  the  calm  of  his  soul. 
Thus  Francis  invigorated  by  the  advice  of  him, 
whom  he  considered  as  the  interpreter  of  the  will 
of  God,  who  called  him  to  the  episcopal  station, 
thought  only  of  drawing  down  the  plenitude  of 
that  spirit,  which  forms  the  true  character  of  a 
Bishop.  He  redoubled  his  fasts,  his  austerities 
and  his  prayers  ;  in  those  exercises  he  passed  days 
and  nights ;  or  if  he  ceased  to  speak  to  God  in 
prayer,  it  was  only  to  listen  to  Him  speaking  to 
man  in  the  holy  scriptures. 

Nothing  could  draw  him  from  his  retreat,  but 
the  arrival  of  Vespasian  Gribaldo,  Archbishop  of 
Vienne,  and  Metropolitan  of  Geneva,  accompa- 
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nied  by  the  Bishops  of  Damascus  and  St.  Pol-trdis 
Chateaux,  whom  he  had  invited  to  perform  the 
ceremony  of  his  consecration.    He  went  himself 
to  receive  them.  But  it  appeared  on  this  occasion, 
that  whatever  deference  he  had  for  his  director, 
he  was  not  entirely  recovered  from  those  holy 
fears,  with  which  God  had  filled  him  on  viewing 
the  episcopal  station.    For  the  Archbishop  hav- 
ing told  him,  that  he  came  with  extraordinary 
joy  to  consecrate  him,  as  he  was  persuaded,  that 
he  should  give  a  holy  prelate  to  the  Church, 
Francis  replied,  that  he  had  too  good  an  opinion 
of  him;  that  if  he  knew  him,  as  well  as  he  knew 
himself,  his  joy  would  be  changed  into  grief; 
that  if  God  had  heard  his  desires  and  his  pray- 
ers, he  would  have  spared  him  the  trouble, 
which  he  had  taken;  and  that  he  conjured  him 
to  join  his  prayers  with  his  own,  to  obtain  of 
God,  that  his  consecration  might  not  be  the  effect 
of  his  secret  judgments,  which  sometimes  punish 
hidden  faults,  by  engagements  full  of  dangers, 
and  above  our  strength.    After  this  conversation, 
which  shewed  the  true  feelings  of  his  heart,  he 
begged  the  Archbishop  and  Bishops  to  permit 
him  to  continue  his  retreat,  and  returned  to  his 
solitude. 

END  OF  THE  FOURTH  BOOK.  AND  FIRST  VOL. 
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